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INTRODUCTION. 


Tue following work contains an at- 
tempt to improve the treatment of female 
and nervous difeafes, and to explain fe- 


veral new principles of cure. 


In each diforder, anatomical demon- 
{trations are produced, to elucidate the 
true caufes, and the rationality of the 
practice of cure propofed. As fuch dif- 
quifitions are only intended for the medical 
faculty, it was thought moft eligible to 


deliver them in Latin. 


Pathological diffections fhew the ef- 
fects of difeafes ; but a previous knowledge 
of the animal, vital, and natural func- 


tions, 
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tions, during life, explain, by inductive 
reafoning, the various impediments arifing 


from morbid affections. 


AS a large Con/peétus of the work is fub- 
joined, in the form of contents, a long 


explanatory introduétion 1s not requifite. 


The do&rines advanced are the collec- 
tive refult of long experience, and abundance 
of practice in all the branches of medi- 
cine. The healing art, to be extenfively 
ufeful, fhould neither be confined to any 
narrow fyftem, fet, nor particular depart- 


ment. 


In moft parts of this treatife, new fen- 
timents are delivered with opennefs and 
freedom. What is offered, is refpectfully 
fubmitted to the learned, experienced, 
and candid, in the profeffion: their ap- 
probation may confirm what is rational ; 


their judicious objections to whatever may 


be 
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be thought defective, either in theory or 
practice, will be confidered worthy of at- 


tention, 


The performance originally extended 
only to female difeates ; but the hy{- 
terical are fo nearly allied to many others 
of the nervous clafs, that it was deter- 
mined to comprehend the whole in this 


volume, with their numerous fymptoms. 


The Formule medicamentorum are not 
intended to confine the medical profefflion to 
the {pecimens introduced ; for medicine, if 
not empirical, muft continually vary ac- 
cording to.conftitutions, mental difpofition, 
age, fexes, climates, feafons, ftages of the 
difeafe, &c. This doctrine is ferioufly re- 
compiended: The treatment of the ir- 
ritable, florid, pallid, robuft, or debili- 
tated, &c. is confidered, with the neceflity 
of continually varying the modes of cure, 
An exquifite difcrimination in thefe par- 
ticulars, I have ever confidered the fubli- 


metft 
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meft {kill in the art of medicine. The 
prefcriptions therefore are only produced 
as general outlines for prattice, which. 
may be altered agreeably to indications, 
contra-indications, &c., in every individual 
patient. The judicious application of 
medical precepts, however ingenious, muft 
be fubmitted to the difcernment of the 


experienced prefcriber. 


That the performance may be ufeful to 
the afflicted, is the earneft with of 


THE AUTHOR, 


SAVILLE ROW, 


SEPT. 20, 1788. 
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Genera methods of préventing female difeafes, 1 
—By diet, exercife, and proper attention, 2—To prevent 
conftipation, &c. s=-Treatment of the full and florid, 
pale, neryous, and debilitated, &c., Opiates to be avoid- 
ed, 4. 

Of the Curorosis, 6. 


Symptoms and Caufes.—A depraved ftate of the fluids and 
debility of the folids, 7—How cured according to diffe- 
rent conftitutions and circumftances, 8, g—Formule of 
prefcriptions for correéting the vitidted juices and remo- 
ving glandular obftruction, 10, 11, 12 — The florid, the 
pallid, and debilitated, how treated, 13—Pra¢ctical admo- 
nitions and obfervations—Bleeding, chalybeates, air, diet 
— Attention to the mind. . 

Anatomical examinations after death. 


On SupprEssED MENSEs, 


Caufes.———Refiftance in the uterine veffels, and diminifhed 
force in the heart and arterial fyftem, &c., &c., 12— 
Symptoms attendant, from hemorrhages or other acciden- 
tal caufes, how diverfly to be treated, 17, 18, 19—— Preg- 
nancy to be attended to—Bleeding—How to prepare feet 
baths, &c.—In inflammatory fymptoms, venzfection ; but 
in depraved ftuids alteratives neceflary, 20, 21. 

Anatomical examinations after death, 16, 17. 


a Immoderate 
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Immoderate Flow of MENSES, 21. 


Caufes. Errors in diet,-exercifes, paflions of the mind, 
treated feparately —Coftivenefs—Inattive life—Deprayed 
blood—Rupture of uterine veffels, how accounted for— 
Various —As likewife modes of cure — Prefcriptions and 
times of applying medicines, &c.—Abjftinence from drinks. 

‘The confequences. ——Cachexy, dropfy, heétic fever, or 
confumption, how prevented. 

Cure adapted to the florid or pallid—Danger = fudden ftop- 
page, as coughs, {pitting of blood, {cirrhus, and cancer of 
the womb—Large flow neceffary to fome, hurtful to other 
women — Diet neceffary, nutritious, but not heating or 
ftimulating — Prefcriptions for different ranks and cir- 
cumftances, 24—For the florid and pallid, &c. 25, 26—— 
Styptics. 

Anatomical examinations after death. 

The danger of caufing death by giving preparations of lead, 
as lately recommended, 27—Formulz of prefcriptions for 
the plethoric, pallid, nervous, and relaxed, 28, 29, 30. 

Single inflances of ¢/capes or cures no rules for general prac- 
tice—Opiates cautioufly to be given, 30—Regimen and 
foods—Tea and all hot liquors improper, 32, 33~-Reme- 
dies proper between the periods — Caution about cold ba- 
thing, 34. 

How treated when the juices of the body are greatly vitiated, 
35+ 


+ Practicat Apmonitions, &c, 


The quantity of liquid diet proper, how afcertained, 36 

When naufea and vomiting accompany the evacuation, 
whether vomits are ufeful — Danger of fuch a prac- 
tice— What is ufeful in one country, or fafe, may be 
injurious in another, 


37 
Clyfters, vomits, and j ineuating purgatives, to be avoided, 74, 


Of 
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Of the Frvor Axsus, or Wuites. 


Definition — Caufes and fynonima—Ai tender, delicate 
body — Too much humidity —Vifcid diet—Indul- 
gence in bed, &c. — _ 38 

Opinions of authors differ about the feat of the difeafey 39 

The color different according to the habit of body, and _ 


cure therefore to vary, 


At 
Diffections and appearances after death, _ 40, 41 
Formule of prefcriptions, Saeeeeenania 7 42548 
When bracers, evacuants, or alteratives, are moft pro- 

per, Beanie: apnea Ae Le 


When injections of aqua vegeto-mineralis and vitriolic 
are proper, 


— 46 
The different intentions of cure briefly explained, — 46, 47 


ADMONITIONS and PRACTICAL Denn aitmice. 


The fuddenly checking the difcharge hazardous, and fre- 
quently productive of hectic, flow fevers, cancer of 
the womb, &c. 47. 

| The neceffity of feeing the i ine before remedies: 

’ are adminiftered, 

Objections to ftrong mercurials, draftic purges, or can- 
tharides, as recommended by moft authors; the de- 
ftructive effects of cantharides, lead, &c. Jo BE age 

Bath waters ufeful, — 50 

Original caufes accurately inveftigated before attempts 

to cure. | at 

Caution againft miftaking the ulcer of the womb, or 
bladder, gonorhcea, &c., for this difeafe; in what 
confift the fpecific differences, wen gt 


48 


Hysteric Passion. 


Divided into the flatulent or foe, convulfive or apo- ‘ 
plectic, __ 52 
Symptoms and their variety, &c., in the hyfteric, 53, 54, 55 
vs Caufes, 
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Caufes.——Senfibility of mind and delicacy of body—~ 
Paffions — Retentions, &c.— Inverted periftaltic mo- 
tion of the inteftines, ftomach, and cefophagus, 57. 

The reafons of fymptoms.——= Air retained — Its pref- 
fure againft the larynx, &c.—-Difficulty of fwallowing 
caufe, 

Effects of diftenfions with wind in the cefophagus and 
ftomach, inteftines, &c., arteries, veins, thoracic duct, 
and lymphatics compreffed, 

The hepatic fyftem of blood vefiels concerned produ- 
cing congeftions in all the wifcera abdominis, 50 

Vitiated blood from. morbid abdominal vifcera produce 
a vitiated fecretion of bile. 

Depraved bile vitiates the chyle, and the chyle the blood; 
hénce acrimonious ftuids and difeafed folids, Go 

Depraved fluids act on the nervous fyftem, and then the 
mind and body become the <——ee caufes and ef- 
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fects, &c. - 61 
General thoughts on convulfions, — id. 
Compreffion of the nerves produce palfy, — ib, 
Animal heat dependent on arterial action, ~~ 106 
Nervous principle continuing in mufcles after death, 62 
In hyfteric and nervous complaints the par vagum and 

intercoftal nerves particularly affected, _ ib, 


The nervous confent of parts account for many nervous 
fymptoms, as palpitations of the heart, difficulty of 
breathing, hiccups, &c. ; 

The mot fufceptible minds moft afflicted ait nervous 
affections ; thofe who are torpid or poffefs little feeling 
rarely labor under nervous complaints, + ib, 

The nervous fymptoms arife from certain ftates of the 
blood, or aérial fluids. acting on the nervous fy{tem as 


63 


ftimuli, waeeewe| ibinsaisionnsian 6 
Paffions of the mind and human character much depen- 
dent on the ftate of blood, — ib, 


The 
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The phyfiognomy comveys much intelligence of human 
character and conftitution to penetrating phyficians, 65 

Individual application of medicine fuperior to purfuing 
general rules of curing, eee ib. 

An alertnefs is acquired in prefcribing for the fick, by 
long experience, repeated reflection, and extenfive 
practice, which no books nor written precepts can 
communicate. 

Convulfive diforders transferrable, through agitated 
minds, from one female patient toanother; curious in- 
ftances from Baglivi, Whytt, Boerhaave, and the mag- 
netifm at Paris while the author was there in 1784, &c. 66 

Prognofts of the hyfteric paffion, drawn from the magni- 
tude of the difeafe and the conftitution of patients, 78. 


The fatulent hyfteric paffion feldom dangerous, 67 

The convulfve more difficult of cure, — 68 

Thofe who command their minds eafieft curable; the 
diforder reproducible by mental affections, 69 


The art of phyfic not cenfurable for failing in the eute 
of paffions of the mind, 

The ftertorofe, or apoplettic hyfteric paffion, more ferious 
and dangerous, —— a ib. 
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The effects of hyfteric diforders explained by numerous 
diffections after death, 
Stagnations of all the venal fyftem that communicate 
with the vena porte; the thoracical and abdominal 
vifcera found varioufly difeafed, as the omentum, 
mefentery, inteftines, fpleen, pancreas, uterus, ova- 
ria, and even the ftomach has been forced fromm its 
fituation, 
Thefe appearances not the caufes, but the effects of the 
difeafe, and often caufes of death, — 42 
The preventing thofe effects fhould be a principal objec 
in treating nervous patients, 
Phyficians have more attended to the mere palliation of 


nervous 


vi CONTENTS. 


nervous complaints than to attempt their entire re+ 
moval, : 
Much eafier cured when recent than when of long con- 
tinwance, becaufe in the former the vifcera may be 
found, in the latter unfound, 
When arifing from affections of the body much eafier 
eured chan when originating in the mind. 
The curative mdications are to palliate fymptoms, re- 
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46 


move cafes, and prevent congeftions in the vifcera, 70. 
‘The alleviation of the windy hyfteric paffion, by chang- 
mg the inverted periftaltic motions of the inteftines, 
flomach, and oefophagus, &c., in faintings, 17 
Prefcriptions 46, 47, 48, exemata. 
How to treat the convulfed hyfteric paffion ; bleeding 
when requifite ; how the fit has proved fatal, 73 
Iw languid, pale habits bleeding improper, - 79 
In the apoplectic or ftertorofe hyfteric paffion bleeding 
commonly neceflary, foetids, cathartics, or laxatives, ib. 
Drinks of all forts to be fparingly admitted, left the vef- 
_ fels continue diftended, ib. 
Perfpiration and alvine feces to be promoted, ib. 
Fhefe methods. neceflary during or near the hyfteric fit, 
but muft be varied according to individual circum- 


ftances and habits, &c. enters 80 
Bleeding more proper to the irafcible and plethoric than 
to the melancholic or defponding, —— ib, 


"Fhe indications for obtaining a radical cure are, To de-. 
termine conftantly the fuperabundant air downwards, 
by aloetics, carminatives, and fetids, ib. 
By diminifhing the quantity of air and preventing effer- 
vefcences, by avoiding vegetables of the green or fal- 
lad kind, fweetened food, beans, peafe, &c. ib. 
Lean meats affording nourifhment, and fuch drinks as 
occafion little fermentation, necefflary. The patient’s 
feelings and inclinations to beconfidered, Spirits and 
water 
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water check fermentation, but hinder nutrition. Old 
hock, Seltzer water, London porter, proper, , Br 

Abftinence from all relaxing drinks recommended. 

Mild chalybeates and vitriolic preparations proper. See 
remedies No. 2 to 10, No.26and 27, Many nervous 
patients cannot bear bracers, their ftomachs not being 
well defended by mucus, na the tee nerves very 
uritable, 

Lime water a cerrector of fixed air. 

The impervioufnefs of the latteal veffels on the furface 
of the {mall inteftines to be removed, whether from 
infpiffated mucus, an atonia of their abforbing powers, 
&c.. Detergent cathartics, echalybeates, or metallic 
alteratives, when to be prefcribed, cautious, 83 

in what conftitutions the meme caufes feparately 

~ exift. 

Vitiated chyle and a contraction of the mouths of the 
tubuli of the chyliferous veflels, how removable. 
Emotions of the mind counteracting medical prefcrip- 


82 


tions, ane 

Leannefs or corpulency of body not dependent on the 
foods eaten, but on the attraction of foods, affimila- — 
tion and retention, or evacuation, or excretion of the 
nutritive particles; illuftrated by lean perfons being 
much greater eaters in general than the corpulent, 85 

Difference between the Dutch and French. Curfory re- 
marks on the difference of national character. 

The bile being frequently vitiated, the excrements 

- fhould be examined. Conclufions drawn from ap- 
pearances and remedies, 


85 


86 


Bile ill fecreted in the liver, or too long retained in the 
gall bladder, lofes its detergent and other qualities, 
produces coftivenefs, &c. ; how remedied, ib. 

Black bile generates a great quantity of mephitic air. 
Healthy chyle not procurable when the dile is vitiated, 87 

The curative changes depend on removing congetftions, 
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obftructions, or fcirrhofities in the abdominal vifcera; 
as the liver, fpleen, and their dependent veffels, me- 
fentery, &c., and changing the vitiated acrimonious _ 
ftate of the blood brought to the vena portarum, 8g 
Such modes may radically cure rervons hyfteric cafes, 
but lefs will only prove a palliation of fymptoms. If 
the powers of the contftitution fhould not co-operate 
with medicines, cures need not be expected. Scirr- 
hofities of the vifcera, glands, &c., need only be ex- 
pected fromm a long-continued ufe of ritineral altera- 
tives} but not always eligible, 
Mercury and antimony can be given in fmall dofes 
repeated, for many months, with greatfuccefs. The 
prefcriptions, No. 515 525 539 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 
59, are given as forms for preferibing mineral altera- 
tives with nervine remedies, &c. _—— 90, Qu. 
In obftruction from relaxation, chalybeates ufeful with 
deobftruent laxatives, 
Caufes of tumefactions in lymphatic veflels and plandajt 
&c. Lymphatics convey poifons fometimes, and like- 
wife remedies, into the human body, —— 94 
Thefe plans of cure dtawn from viewing the effects of 
hyfteric and nervous difeafes after death, not from 


g2 


imaginary conceits, or delutive hypothefes, 94 
Symptoms to be mitigated by the common remedies du- 
ring the adminiftration of metallic alteratives, 95 


A fhort view of the general treatment of nervous and 
hyfteric complaints, which explains the caufes of the 
ill fuccefs of the common medical praétice, 96 

After obftruction is removed, and the acrimony of the 
blood rendered mild, chalybeates and tonics are often 
ufeful. Preferiptions No. 60, 61. Air, exercife, and 
amufements very important, 

Alterative remedies not neceflary in recent nor flight 
cafes, but in nervous diforders of long duration; dif- 
eales to be conquered by remedies more powerful 


4 than 
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than the morbid oppofing powers. Many flight cafes 
tured by tonics and antifpafmodics in great debility, 
&c.; fee preferiptions No. 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 
69, 70, 715 725 73+ Serenity of mind, above all 
things, neceflary. Hyfteric affections, arifing from 
chlorofis, fluor albus, a retention or immoderate ca- 
tamenia, to be cured by rempving primary caufes, 
98, 99, 100 
Dict of nervous patients to be of the nutritious kind, eafy 
of digeftion. | 
Greens, fallads, and leguminous foods, as beans, peafe, 
&c., to be avoided, as productive of flatulency ; ani- 
mal feod, therefore, fuperior to vegetable, 101 
Objections againft jellies, &c.; punch, lemonade, and 
tea, improper, as likewife all watry relaxing drinks, 102 
Small beer and ale forbid; porter, in moderation, ufe- 
ful, Clear dry air preferable to moift. Exercife and 
amufements ufeful. Sleep to be indulged, but never 
folicited by opiates, i 
Secretions and excretions to be gently promoted, and the 
mind to be calmed. The miferable fenfations felt by. 
the nervous from indifpofition of body the caufe of 
irafcibility 6r peevithnefs.  Praétical cautions, admo- 
nitions, and obfervations: nervous diforders affume 
the appearances of almoft every diforder, in the head, 
~ thorax, abdomen, and extremities ; if miftaken, dan- 


tb, 


°. gerous, « » —_— 103 

Vomiting objected to, as too coarfe a remedy ; the nau- 
fea moft commonly arifing from: fympathy does not 
require vornits, pr een —= 104 

Bilious complaints injudicioufly treated, reafons why. 

~. Vomits adminiftered in the times of ignorance-to the 
bilious, but ftill continued, though contrary to all ra- 
tional, anatomical, and phyfiologieal principles. 

Bile never in the fiomach naturally, but forced there by 
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naufea or vomiting. Offices of the bile in the duode- 
num, how perverted by vomits, — 105 

Bile never in the {tomach but by an inverfiom of the ac- 
tions of the duodenum and pylorus; fhould always 
be carried downwards, if wom prevented from 
accumulating, ——— 106 

Bile and other matter brought into the ftomach by vo- 
mits ; but ignorance fuppofes what is thrown off was 
the caufe of the ficknefs, whereas it is the mere effe& 
of vomiting, —— ae ib. 

How the dz/e fhould always be promoted downwards, 
by which the violence of vomiting is avoided. Rough 
methods never necefflary when curative intentions cars 
be anfivered by mild. Vomits, by forcing a quantity 
of blood to the veflels of the braia, have proved fatal. 
Inftance of 2. young man, who, by the force of vomit- 
mg, drove the ftomach from its natural fituation into 
the cheft, which proved fatal; with appearances after 
death on opeming the body in the prefence of two. 
furgeons, Caufe of his fudden death, &c. FOF 

Vomits, therefore, to all nervous and debiltated patients 
fhould be cautioufly prefcribed, or wholly omitted, 108 

Camphor and valerian lefs heating than the fetid gums ; 
in what conftitutions. both are proper. 

In the convulfive hyfteric fit bleeding to be prefcribed | 
to the plethoric and mani but net te the pallid and: 
debilitated, 

In difficulty of breathing, palpitations of the heart, and 
pains in the cheft, volatile liniments, olewm anifi, OF 
oleum terebenthina, to be wled. before bleeding. Olewm 
anifi and tindura rhety expellers of wind. ‘Different 
antifpafmodics proper for different habits, — «6b, 

A low pulfe often a great reafon for free bleeding. A 
low pulfe, trom obftruétion in the heart or large’ veffels, 
lungs, or compreffion on the cerebellum, — 

Locah bleedings of the utmoftutility, and why to be 


preferred 


rb. 
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preferred inthe apoplexy, &c. Arguments: gradual 
depletion not.equal to the force of fudden attacks of 
apoplexy, where the heart forces the blood violently 
and fuddenly tothe head. An immediate remedy to 
be preferred toafew one in all cafes of exigency, 110 
A rupture of ithe blood veffels of the brain .to be appre- 
‘hended, which commonly kills the patient : its pre- 
vention by liberally emptying the veffels the only re- 
medy: from ithe author’s own knowledge has fre- 
quently preferved life. No-time to be loftin flow de- 
liberation ; for in flow dubitative confultations the pa-- 
tient’s life is not unfrequently loft, — IXY 
The fubject illuftrated by attempting the falvation of a 
man likely.to. be.drowned. Whether a remote or im- 
mediate method .of preferving. life be moft eligible. 
Dangerous error excludes bleeding in many cafes of 
apoplexy, while reafoning and fuccefsful experience 
determine its utility, SS aaREEEae 112 
The cafe farther illuftrated by comparing the overflow- 
ing of .a river.tothe blood forced into the head, &c. 
Many cafes in phyfie require quick determination and 
rapid execution, where flow dulnefs would fail, par- 
ticularly in apoplexy, 
Difference, however, between the fanguineous and ferous 
apoplexy, between plethora and inanition, &c.; how 
diftinguifhable. In what cafes bleeding is moft requi- 
— fite to prevent the coagulation of blood in the veins. 
Inftances of the .fuccefs of prompt bleedings; cafes, 
however, in which bleeding may be avoided, 114 
In recent mervous attacks light laxatives and antifpaf- 
modics fucceeds In more nervous cafes, of longer 
continuance, tonics. When the diforder has ravaged 
many years, mineral alteratives to be prefcribed, and 
long continued, to remove vifceral, lacteal, and glan- 
dular obftruction, a ——— 116 
D2 Profcrip- 


113 


xii C.OrNs Th F WN: To &. 


Prefcriptions of alteratives, No. 74, 75) 76,77 Others > 
to be invented, according to circuinftances, 137 

Coftivene/s always to be prevented, not by /alts, which » 
are improper for the nervous, but bitter {tomachic 
laxatives. Mental affections often curable by fympa-_ 
thifing compaffionate friends, and obtunded by fetids, 
antifpafmodies, &c. ae 118 

Air, exercife, and amufements, greatly affift medicine. 
All diftrefling objects to be avoided. Nervous difor- 
ders, though often clear of immediate danger, are 
more diftreffing to the fufferer than the moft acute dif . 
eafes ; therefore merit the greateft compaffion. 

Effects of fympathy on feeing convulfions, remarkable 
addition to the former; how produced. Inftances of. 
ingenious impoftors in all ages, and credulity in the . 
multitude, 120 

Sympathy has produced convulfions amongft the vola- : 
tile French, the folemn Dutch, and amongft the Eng- 
lifh, &c. 122 

Force of imagination at terrible fights, &c. —_ 123 

Neryous patients fickle, difident, and impatient : where 

the patient has not faith or confidence in the phyfician, 
no cure will happen, - — —_— 124 

The nervous confent of parts to be accounted for: medi- 
cine not in the dark with regard to nervous diforders, 125 

Obfervations on the ignorance of the ancients in nervous 
complaints. 

Neither much reading, claffical learning, nor medita- 
tien, can form a phyfician, without immenfe expe- 
rience, a happy genius, and found natural as well as 
acquired judgement to apply remedies judicioufly, 126 


‘ 


Varieus /ymptoms accompanying nervous complaints, 
A dry /fkin, from obftructed pores, from a diminution in 


the contractile arterial powers, from other profufe eva- 
cuations ; how remedied, a 126 


4 Profife 
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Profufe fueating, or increafed perfpiration, from heétic 


fever, acrimony, laxity ; how cured, — 127 
Wind, or flatulency in the fiomach. Remarks on ‘the. 
elafticity and expanfions of air, its caufes, and effects, 
in the ftomach, 
Accumulation owing to effervefcence or fermentation, 
and an impervioufnefs of the minute vafcular fy {tem 
on the furface of the fiomach and inteftines, &c. 129 
Leguminous food, fruits, and vegetables, productive 
of flatulency ; therefore improper for weak nervous 
ftomachs. Diffections and appearances after death, 
&c. Remedies for flatulency, —— 130 
Hiccups depend on the action of the diaphragm, &c.y 
and irritation of the efophagus, flomach, &c. Cure 
of flatulency or wind, 
Stridure of the wfophagus, or gullet, often threatening 
fuffocation by compreffing the windpipe and large re- 
‘turning blood veffels; how relieved, whether from 
wind or fpafms, &c. The ftomach has been forced 
out of its feat, fhewn by the anatomical diffections, &c. 133 
The cardialgia, or heartburn, from acidity, rancid acri- 
mony, &c. Anatomical diffections after death fhew 
various caufes, —_— 334,135 
Veracious appetite, from a fharp humor, other caufes; 
examples of men eating forty pounds at a meal, &c. 
Anatomical examinations after death, ) 436, 139 
Worms —anthelminthics, alkaline falts to diflodge therm 
from the inteftinal mucus and coats, borax, &c. 139 
Depraved appetite, inftances — caufes and cure. Cramps 
in the fomach——caufes various, from acrimony, gout, 
rheumatifm, and various fimuli, An extraordinary _ 
cafe, 140 
‘Cure of cramps in the Stomach by remedies and diet, I4t 
Pzdfcriptions No, 78, 79, &c. 
When a mineral alterative courfe is neceflary, prefcrip- 
tioa No, 80, Palliatives fometimes neceflary, but 


—— 128 


13% 


142 


opium 
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opium fometimes injurious, yet in fome inflanees ne- 
. ceffary, —_ ne 143 
Phlegm, or water rifing ia the fomach, caufes, from the 
relaxation of the exhalents in the ftomach, from pan- 
- ereatic juice, &c, Cure, M44 
Naufea or fickne/s, from acidity, flatus, bile, from fym- 
pathetic confent.of parts. VYomits dangerous and un- 
_ neceflary ; are often contra-indicated if the vifcera be 
difeated, &c, —_— -_— 145 
The.offending matter to be propelled, if poflible, through 
the inteftinal. canal by gentle ftomachic laxatives, &c. 146 
Vomiting, idiopathic or fymptomatic, and various ; thirty- 
four caufes enumerated, therefore requiring various 
modes of treatment, according to the exciting caufes. 
Extraordinary cafe of a child rejeéting its.food, with 
continual convulfions. Appearances after death, 147 
Bile, or fluids from.the exhalent arteries, irritating. Ef- 
fects of bile in kot climates, es UAg 
_ Cure.of nervous vomiting. Prefcriptions No. 78, vo- 
. Jatile faline draught, 79 ; .with rhubarb, 80. Ana- 
tomical examinations after death, — 1GQ, 153 
In chronical difeafes of the vifcera, vomits contra-indi- 
cated ; in few or no cafes vomits proper, anes 1.63 
Bile in the flomach, yellow bile, black bile, from -what 
caufes arifing, and cure. Coftivenefsto be prevented, 1.53 
Wind in the fomach. and {mall inteftines, how known and 
cured. Wind inthe large inteftines, Coffivene/s ori- 
ginating from many caufes, which are to’be well con- 
fidered before prefcribiag, | 
‘Tumors and other difeafes of the vifcera, .obftruéted bi- 
liary ducts, fpafms, debility, drynefs of the inteftines, 
inert bile, infpiffated mucus, paralyfis from affections 
of the womb, ftene, gravel, from lead, opiates, &c. 
Diflestions after death, —_—- 155) 356 


154 


Bilious excrements, from an overabundance of bile, from 
wind, increafed fecretion by anger, &c., to be pro-- 
motec 
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moted downwards. Serenity of mind recommended. 
Black excrement or feces, from. ill-feereted bile, or its 
- long retention im the gall bladder, produces coftive- 
nefs by its ina@ivity ; how removed, whether the 
caufe be in the liver, or bile duéts, or effufed blood 
in the ftomach, —_—_— 158, 159, 160 
Pale-colored argillaceaus excrements, a. common fymptom 
of the jaundice, from obftructed bile ducts, difeafed 
liver ; its abforption into the fanguiferous fyftem in- 
ftead of the gall bladder, &c. Gall ftanes, &c. Cure 
by faponaceous remedies, laxatives, &c. Acids im- 
properly prefcribed. Wernal herbage recommended 
by Boerhaave, —— —— 161, 162 
Purgings, from ftimuli, irritability of the inteftines, not 
to be haftily checked before the caufes are removed, 
nor pain incautioufly mitigated by opiates. Ipeca- 
cuanha difagreeable to the nervous. Bile to be eva- 
cuated or corrected, or from debility, how treated. 
Antifpafmodics remove nervous cholics, 163, 164 
Nervous tabes, or wafting, caufes of bodily confumption 
various, ulcerated lungs, chronic difeafes of the vif- 
cera, profufe evacuations, hemorrhages, obftructed 
mefenteric glands, all require different modes of cure, 1 65 
The nervous confumption commonly owing to mental 
perturbation, &c. Cure, 
Nervous cholic, caufe, fixed, or other air vellicating the 
coats of the inteflines. Care fimilarto flatulency, 167 
Worms, various fpecies, caufes, fymptoms, effects, ad- 
here like leeches to the coats of the inteftines, draw- 
ing nourifhment from the body, 
Cure confifts in diflodging them from their holds on the 
_ villous inteftinal coat, 
Detergers neceffary, of alkaline falts, &c., but not too 
{trong ; other remedies; alocticclyfters, — 4870 
Preferiptions againft worms, No. 81, 82, 93, 84, 85, 172 
7 ? The 


166 


168 
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The prefcription of the famous fecret worn powdery 
which is in the higheft eftimation, prefertption No. 
86, 

Hemorrhoids or piles, from varices, abrafion of the mu- 
cus, excoriations, compreflions of the iliac veffels, 


a os 72 


excrefcences, Cure various, ee 173 
Emollfents, laxatives, tepid baths,.-aftcingent lotions, 


their ufes; aliniment, —_ + 27¢ 
Bleeding piles, or blind piles, aloetics and ftimulating 
pi rzes to be avoided, ee ae 175 


Prolapfus ani, or defcent SF the refum. 
Caufes—Hardened excrements, coftivenefs, depravation 
of the adeps, &c., obftruction of returning veins by 
the ftricture of the fphinéter mufcle. Cure, and its 
difficulty, How to prevent gangrene in dangerous 


cafes, —~ — 176, 177, 178 
Prefcription No. 87, opiates to be avoided, — 179 
Different modes of cure neceflary, a 180 


Spa/modic frrifture of the bladder. 
Caufes various, fhewn by diflections after death; the 


cure of courfe ought to be widely different, 181 
Involuntary emiffion of urine, + 18% 
From various caufes ; the cure, — 183 


Pains in the twomb 
Often miitaken for other difeafes; how diftinguifhable, 184. 


Pains from efforts to menftruate, 
How treated, - 


‘Peas asso 3 ite 


Pains from contradion to force off coagula, 
To be treated according to circumitances, — 18¢ 


. Falling down of the uterus er womb. 
Effects—Naufea, faintings, debility, &e. Anatomical 
- examinations after death, — oa 186 


- Cure 
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Cure by tonics; &c. Caution ro cold bathing, 187 


Pains in the fore part of ihe head. 


Lait Cautions againft diluting — in nervous 
188 


Cure—Ilf from acrimony or gout, &c., how curable, 189 


head-achs, 


Pains in the back part of the head 


Arife from various caufes, and more alarming than in 
the fore part of the head. From perturbations of the 
mind, diftention of veffels enlarging the fize of the 

brain, and preffing againft its bony cavity — from ; 
ftudy, &c. 

Caufes of its continuance producing languor, depref- 


Igo 


fion of fpixvits, apoplexy, palfy, IgI 


Extraction of blood proper, 1g2 


Evacuations and abftinence from liquids. ucongruity 
of the common practice explained, of emptying and 
filling at the fame moment, me 193 
Repeated bleeding and the rigid farvationfchemes in 
hectical and confumptive cafes not attended with fuc- 
cefs, though almoft univerfally adapted. Buffy blood 
no fign of true inflammation,*‘iér does it indicate a_ 
neceflity of bleeding repeatedly, as may be obferved 
in gouty and chronic rheumatifm, where bleeding is 
injurious in moft inftances, and yet the blood is al- 
-ways buffy, se 194. 
All attempts to dilute the blood, as it is called, in gouty, 
rheumatic, and certain pulmonic difeafes, &c., by the 


common means, are hypothetical and impracticable, 
Dropfies may be the confequence; but not the change 
of blood to a falubrious ftate, cone ib. 
Yea acts as a fomentation on ‘the coats of the ftomach, 
and injurious to the nervous, counteracting tonics. 
Dry nutritious diet fhould accompany bracing reme- 


c Pains 
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Pains in the pofterior part of the head arifing from fe 
rum in the ventricles of the brain, the pupils of the 
eyes dilated. Acrimony cured by attacking the vari- 
ous caufes, oe 195 


Remitting pains in'the hedd. 


If from nervous fever, the febrile diforder firft to be 
confidered ; how cured, ———- 196 


Intermittent head-ach. 


Defcription—Fixed, and called clawus hyfericus; its in~ 
termiflion points out its type. Caufes, a 197 

Dura mater or periofteum may be difeafed, and caufe pain. 
Vomiting, though a common practice, rough and un- 
neceflary in the agze, 


198 
How cured in thoufands of inftances without vomiting, 
er any rough method. Preferiptions No. 88, 89. 
A dry nourifhing diet ufeful. All_/o4s and broths to 
be avoided, — 199 
If the bark as above defcribed fhould fail, two preferip- 
tions, which immenfe experience has proved fuccefs- 
ful, No. go, gt. The dark not always to be depend- 
ed on without vitriolic and other tonics, — z0O 
A mode of curing the poor in the aguifh countries at a 
fall expence, for the purpofes of charity and huma- 
nity given in Englifh, No. g2, rina 202 
Diet neceflary, 


202 
Intermittent inflammations of the eyes, tooth-ach, cured 


in a fimilar mode, _ itt 


Nervous patients feldom require thefe formidable me- 
thods, ae —_-— 


203 


Prejudices concerning agues confidered. The ague or 
intermittent fever xo cure for any diforder, — ib 


Agues or intermittents not to be fuffered to continue, 
but to be immediately cured, 


Bark alone not a {pecific for the ague or intermittent fe- 
ver of this country, sii ad - 


Bark 


205 
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Bark purging not always inefficacious. Opiates impra- 
per, = — 207 
Thefe obfervations more calculated for the continent 


than in England. Advice to noblemen or gentlemen 
who travel never to move without James’s powder and 
bark, -—— oo —_- 208 
Objections to vomiting, as the ague can be always cured 
without vomiting. The difea/ed vifcera to be cured, 
asthe liver, or fpleen, &c. —_ 209 
Ufe of calomel in very {mall dofes, and te Ruf, &c. 210 | 


Slight temporary vee 


Thefe wanderings of the mind arifing from wind in the 
cefophagus, &c,; how treated, when fromm relaxation 
or acrimony, ames — gir 


Drowsfinefs. 

From over fatigue or meditation, an over loaded fto- 
mach—indulged in hot climates—in colder climates 
fometimes the forerunner of apoplexy and palfy: 
how to be treated, ae — 212 


Stupor, or hebetudo, 

Attendant on old age, after apoplexy, palfy, or extra- 
ordinary and long-continued exertions or paffions of 
the mind. Produced by hemlock and other narco- 
tics. Singularcafe. Cure, a 233 


Watchfulne/s, or Pervigilium. 
Cavfes are depraved acrimonious blood irritating the 
brain, mental affections or indigeftion, &c,. Cure by 


213, 214, 


removing different caufes, 


Frightful dreams, or night mare. 


Symptoms and caufes from wind, indigeftion, preflure 
-againft the diaphragm, worms, inflated inteftines ; 
the moft dangerous from impeded circulation in the 

C3 lungs, 


lungs, epilepfy, apoplexy ; or fudden death ~fome- 
times the confequence, —_——— 219 
Cure. — When from a fuperabundance of coagulable 
lymph, common to the gouty, polypi, water in the 
cheft, pericardium, lungs, &c. Empyema, or mat- 
ter collected in the thorax, aneurifin of the aorta or 
‘fubclavian artery. Thefe latter cafes incurable. Agi- 
tation of mind the principal caufe amongft the ner- 
vous, paffions, &c. a 216, 217 


Agitations of the mind and peevifbnefs, &c. 


Human minds ‘change through bodily indifpofition. 
Senfibility of mind and a fharp acrimonious blood of- 
tener productive of petulance than has been fuppofed, 218 

The mind and body become reciprocally the caufe and 
effect. A mind agitated produces depraved chyle, de- 
praved chyle depraved blood, depraved blood a de- 
<eneracy of:all the fluids, aren as flimuli on the 
brain, &c. 

Quicknefs of temper always injures the conftitution, 


219 


increafes by indulgence. Medicine not to be cenfured 
where the mind is not reftrainable by the patient, 220 
Where nervous patients indulge petulance or anger, | 
they take the moft effectual means not only to fhorten 
but likewife to render their lives miferable, 221 
Changing the acrimonious ftate of the blood to a balfa- > 
mic flate very ufeful in changing ill humor into mild- 
nefs. avy more owing to an ill ftate of the blood 
than any other caufe, &c. 
Human character diftovered by the phy iplisdnen de- 
nied by thofe who moft with, perhaps, to conceal the 
depravities of the heart. None fo much deceived as 
thofe who imagine they always deceive others, 222 
Phy ficians have the greateft. opportunities of develop- 
ing human character, and difcovering many caufes in 


the’ flate of blood, form of body, &c. $. Baptifia 


ib, 
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_ Porta and Lavater great connoiffeurs in human phy- 
flognomy, &c. Temperaments too much neglected 
by the moderns. A curious hiftory of Selewcus, and 
the peneration and prudence: of Eraffratus, the phy- 
fcian, ERE GN oA 223 

The -knowledge of conftitutions {gparately confidered 
very improvable, particularly by applying all the mo- 


\ 


dern difcoveries, — — —_— 224 


Groundlefs fears and aifawal. apprehenfions. 


Shocking to friends and mel ancholy to the fufferers. 
Some think every night they fhall not live to fee 
morning ; others have imagined themfelves dead, and 
directed their funerals. Caufes of thefe wretched 
ideas or falfe images, fanaticifin, Cure. Zealous 

ignorant bigots to be avoided, bad ii A 227, 228 


Unj ‘uft fufpicions, taciturnity, and fullennefs, defpondency. 
Modes of treatment, 


2:9 


Infanity or madne/s. 
- 3 : / 
Not originally intended to be treated of in this work; 


but as fome new modes of treatment are drawn rae 
anatomical inquiries, thefe thoughts on madnefs are de- 
livered, that thofe who have an opportunity may try 


their efficacy, — — tb. 
Melancholy or mania, general fymptoms of each oe 
cies of madnefs, ~— — pee 230 


General notions about the caufes of madnefs, as black 
melancholic blood in the brain, f{pleen, &c. Gene- 
ral modes of treating madnefs, but not fcientifically 
confidered nor very judicioufly treated. Practice in 
fome inftances contradictory. Vomiting and diluting 
bad practices —v hy, iss 23t 

Many diffections of perfons after death, who when liv- 

- ing were mad, fhew various injuries in the brain and . 

jts membranes, cavities, 8c. Many inftances, 233 


? 


Varicous 


/ 
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Varicous veins, polypi, congeftions, water in the ven« 
tricles of the brain, varices of the plexus choroides, 
pineal gfand vitiated, worms, or rather polypi, in 
the finufes of the os frontis, 

Polypofe concretions in the finufes of the dura mater, 


234 


various difeafed vifcera, uterus, ovaria, &c., more 
the effects than caufes of madnefs, os 235 
What I have obferved in diffections of mad perfons. 
Enferences from thefe appearances, 
Paffions af the mind force a great quantity of blood to 
the brain, which, if often repeated or long continued, 
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eaute dilatations of veffels, and relaxation of vafcu, 
lar coats in the brain. Inability of veins dettitute of 
valves to reconvey the blood with a rapidity equal to 
apy great diftention, Sinufes, their ufes; but they 
likewrfe have been over diftended, — 237 
Fncreafed velocity of blaod in the arteries, and its tardy | 
errculation through the veins, occafion irritation in 
the pia mater, fimilar to the effets produced in the 
tunica coajunctiva of an inflamed eye, — 238 
‘Fhe blood may thus become vitiated in the brain, occa+ 
fion conftant irritation from acrimony, as in other lo- 
cal difeafes of membranes, and in the brain caufe 
confufed ideas, 
Aituftrated by the continuance of the aphthalmia habitua- 
lis, ulcers, &c. Over diftention of fibres may dettroy 
elafticity. The different fpecies of madnefs account- 
ed for from the different conftitutions and {tate of body 
of different patients. Perfons of quick conception 
and violent tempers, with floridity of face, prone to 
furor or mania ; dabilitared melancholic habits, ta 


melancholy. When mixed, a mixture of both fymp- 
toms caufing complicated madnefs. All human be- 
ings think differently, and act differently in madnefs, 
the fame may be obferved, , 


739 
Every one mad after his own particular made. ‘Pain or 


irritations 
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irritations of other parts conveyed to the brain; but _ 
im madnefs the brain perceives not its own indifpef- 
tion. Difference between phrenitis acuta and mad- 
ne's, Madnefs generally ariting from a flow and con- 
tinued determination of blood to the brain, by medi- 
tating or moving the paffions to one fubject, 249 
The immediate connection of the foul with the body, 
or how they reciprocally act on each other, beyond 
the limits of human comprehenfion; but ‘it is known 
that the nerves are the conductors of all our fenfations 
from every part of the body. Nervous fyftem atts, 
and is acted on by the mind. Irritations of the brain 
productive of convulfions, compreffions, ftupor, in- 
fenfibility, and death. Human knowledge does nat, 
comprehend what the feul is, nor how it operates om 
the bedy by means of the brain and nerves, nor 
how the body acts on the foul; yet an induftrious 
anatomical inquiry after death manifedts the neal 
caufes or effects of madnefs and other difeafes with 
greater certainty, than by any other means, 248 
Many appearances trom diffections after death in which 
delirium or acute madnefs was a principal fymptem, 242 
The foul’s power in extending mental or bodily powers 
by the will, not without commanding a greater quan- 
tity of blood to the brain. Thefe exertions render 
even the delicate furprilingly ftrong and powerful, 244 
Stronger and fublimer ideas in the mind, or an increafe af 
bodily frength, effects of the foul’s exertion, 245 
Poetical fublimity, clear conceptien, penetration, judge- 
_ ment, a refined imagination, all the effects of mental, 
as the exercifes of the paleffra are of bodily exertions. 
‘Over exertions of either the mind er body injurions, 
if long continued. Mankind differ in their different 
attractions for horfes, dogs, painting, the chace, &. 246 
Whatever is the particular propenfity or purfuit deno- 
minated mental attraction, Mental attractions not 


always 
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always the effect of deliberate reafon, but often of 
chance, caprice, example, &c. ental attractions to 
improvements in iciences and activity recommended, 
and oppofed to inactivity of apathy of foul.- Active 
principles of the mind and paffions productive of all 
that is laudable, — 247 
- Carporeal attractions exitt in all nature as well as mental 
attractions. Proofs that the fat, lean, florid, pallid, 
all electively attract particles different from one ano- 


, ther, — ao -- —_- 248 
The differences in mental and corporeal elective attractions 
produce all the diverfity, both »ntal and corporeal, 
among{t human beings. Mifery not to be always af- 
eertained by the magnitude of the fuppofed evil, but 
by the fenfibility of the party afflicted. Sympathy in 
woe to be compailionately proportioned more to the 
feelings of the fufferer than to the cau/e of fufferings, 249 
The evident exiftence of mental and corporeal attractions 
within the comprehenfion of every obferver; they are 
productive of identity, and diftinguifh one man from 
another.. The neceflity of medicine taking thefe at- 
tractions into confideration, and their utility in curing 
difeafes by different modes, applied to different fub- 
jects, though not hitherto fufficiently attended to, 250 
Diet, foil, air, purfuits, and example, produce diffe- 
rent attractions. The Dutch and French as diffimilar 
as the {nail and grafshopper. Caufes are attraction of 
fome particles in nutrition and repu/fion of others, &c. 
air, cuftoms, &c. 


— 261 
The origin of thefe attractions, perhaps, in the animal- : 
cula, while in the uterus or its appendages, &c. ib 
The reception, attraclion, and retention, of certain par- 
ticles give form of body. Mental attractions often de- 
pendent onthe corporeal attractions, What conilitutes 
juft reafon, and what infanity or madnefs. Mental 
atiratiions to pride, arrogance, infolence, duplicity, | 
) falfehood, 
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lif febeaci envy, and stigievukuen) fublinefi refine: 
inents of little, difingenuous minds ; how productive 
of madnefs, — ee 263 

Mental attractions to integrity, truth, frie j iiflicé; and 
fincerity, the ftrongeft marks of fuperlative wifdom; 
and give philofophical calmnefs either in profperity or 
adveriity, Se cee ibs 

Artifice oppoied to artifice, hypocrify to hypocrify; &e., 
in refined, polite ages; the books promiulgating thefe 
doétrines reprehenfible: they teach the vicious kna- 
very; and render the upright fufpected. England, 
according to its fixe; contains more mad perfons than 
any other country, —- aoe 284 

The extended ufe of civil and religious liberty, in forme 
meafure,; the caufe. Infidelity in a wife or miftrefs 
rarely makes a Frenchman cut his throat; but has 
eaufed fuicide amongit the Englifh, &e;: Rematé 
caufes of madnefs are anger, pride, and infelence 
moftified,; malice and envy ungiatified, micrit crufhed 
by the unworthy, love, fear, hope, difappointment; 
anxiety, grief, defpondency, &e.; thefe praduce 
idiopathic madnefs, —_—- —— 264 


S.ppreffed evacuations and other accidents hymplomatics 


Immediate cayfes; diffections fhew to be accumulations 
or coagulations in the brain, of blood, feruim, &c. ; 
how thefe produce madnefs to be confidered, though 
very difficult ; for which reafon a candid indulgence 
from the real leatned is requefteds The fpeculations 
and reafonings not delivered as indifputable truths, 
but as very probable conjectures, — 266 
The brain has not been proved the fecreter of any fluid 
tran{mitted through the nerves under the appellaticns 
of nervous fluid, nervous jurce, or animal fpirits, &c. 256 
No fluids could pafs and repafs with fuch rapidity as 
thought ; action muft be dire and retrograde at the 
a faine 
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fame moment, which is improbable. Miaute arteries 
pafs through the tela cellulofa and pia mater of all 
nerves. Where minute pellucid arteries pals, vesns are — 
fuppofed, though thefe laft cannot be demonftrated fo 
clearly, owing to a coagulation of the contained 
fluids. The laft aéfion in death is to empty the arte- 
ries of blood, and force zt into the veins, 256 
Experiments to prove the nervous fluid exifting errone- 
ous. Impeding the courfe of the blood the evident 
and real caufe of the effects produced by ligatures, &ce 
Heat refident in arterial blood and preferved by arte- 
rial action. ‘The deprivation of arterial action the de- 
privation of human or animal heat. Life and death, 
“how afcertained by the prefence or abfence of arterial 
action and heat. Arterial action and heat ceafes to be | 
perceptible, if the arterial blood and aétion be inter 
cepted by a ligature on a nerve: all the parts below 
the ligature, dependent on the nerve, become torpid, 
cold, andinfenfible ; nor can they convey to the brain 
any fenfations from fmuii, ‘The interruption, there- 
fore, of arterial blood one great caufe of infenfibility, 
independent of the compreflion of the medulla, &c., 
of the nerves, — 257, 258 
No zervous fluid has ever been proved to exift, a mere 
creature of the fancy. Animal heat and arterial ac- 
tion may hereafter be proved to be attracted from at- 
mofpheric air, —_— 
The regular or wregular diftribution of what phyfiolo- 
gifts and phyficians have called animal /pirits, liqui- 
dum nervofum, nervous juice, or fruid, with all their 
wonderful effects, as related by medical authors, waar 
proofs, inftead of mere affertions, to fupport the doc- 
triness The afpellations, then, of nervous fiuids, &c., 
fo common in ali medical treatifes, are here excluded 
as non-entities, and the words nervous powers, nervous 
influence, ox nervous principle, fubitituted, ‘This, per- 


% haps, 
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haps, ufeful to the fabricators of curious hypothefes 
on matter, fpirit, and metaphyfical fubjects, 269 

Eledric fire pafles in rapidity equal to the mind; butitis. © 
much doubted whether the electric fluid would be im- 
peded in pafling through a nerve by a non-electric liga- 
ture : experiments prove the contrary. The nervous: 
Suid fecreted by the brain acting as a gland; but per-.. 
haps particles of light attracted from the atmofpheric, 
air by the lungs in refpiration, &c., and conveyed by 

‘the arterial fyftem to the brain, &c. Vital heat re- 
fides in the arteries and arterial blood. Mr. J. Hun-’ 
ter’s idea of blood being alive notirrational, &c, At-» 
tractions coniidered, —_ —. 260 

To know that all voluntary and involuntary fenfations , 
and actions are conveyed by the nerves to and from 
the brain, is perhaps fufficient for medicine. ' Depri-. 
vations of the nerves and brain produce deprivation 
of fenfe. Contractions of mufcles from the wis infia 
no proof of fenfations being imprefled on the mind 
after death. As no Auman dcing has yet undergone 
the trial of ligatures round the nerves leading to the 
heart during life, no juft conclufions can be drawn of 
what are the fenfations from fuch an experiment, as 
dogs have been the fubjects, who fhew tokens of great. 
mifery, and die in a day or two. The heart-certain- 
ly circulates the blood, but not to anfwer the purpofes 
of life. Irritations of neryes produce convulfive ac- 
tion; but depreffion of the brain, or compreffion of 
nerves, infenfibility, &c. The foul’s action docs not 
extend beyond the ligature round a large nerve in vo- 
luntary motion, 26% 

Putrid changes produced in the blood irritate the brain,, 
and occafion delirium ; an increafed quantity of blood, 

. ftupor or infenfibility. The regular powers of the 
foul refifted by accumulated or changed blood in the 
brain, ..All difcafes whatever are changes of the 

d 2 blood 
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blood acting on the folids and neryous powers, and 
thefe latter on the fluids, 263 
Four conditions neceflary to the caufes of any difeafe 
prefent. i. Change of the blood, &c.; 2. Irrita: 
tion of the folids, &c,; 3. Increafed or diminithed 
aétion ; 4, Perceptibility of an univerfal or. partial 
difeafe'in the mind. Without impreffions of the mind, 
no difeafe would be felt or defcribed by the patient, 
nor comprehended by the phyfician. The foul not 
feparable from the body in a medical view, ~~ a, 
If Stahl and his followers attributed too:much to the 
foul’s feelings, which they could not prove ; yet the’ 
fnechanical and other phyticians have equally erred in 
denying the foul any power or knowledge of the dif 
eafes of the body. Experiments made to determine 
the foul’s connection with the body. The mind or 
foul not defineable but by obfervations on the oftenfi- 
ble effects, operations, &¢., in the body, — 263 
The future man an inert mafs in the ovulum before maf- 
culine impregnation, &c, Impregnation fhews the 
punclum faliens, how the embryo grows inthe womb, : 
While the foetus is in the uterus there is no reafon to 
fuppofeit pofieffes any qualities of the foul that appear 
afterwards, On'the foetus being excluded at the ninth 
month from the uterus, fome operations of the foul 
immediately appear after breathing and receiving 
the atmofpheric air, The circulation of the blood 
changed, : 264 
‘The air feems to contain the pabulum vita of rational 
life. In the infantile firft months, very imperfect 
fketches of the foul’s powers appear ; afterward gra- 


dually receives various impreffion by no evident in- 
tuitive knowledge ; but by the fenfes, it imitates 


founds, &c. — oss 265 
Infantile imprefhons operate through life for thofe who | 
do net reflect or think for themfelves, — 266 


The 


a 
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The foul united with the body collects ideas. The exe 
tent of human knowledge, in different men, exceed 
ee 266 

The operations of the foul begin et end with peibicde 
tion, The foul as fugitive as air; how it receives, 
retains, and increafes in knowledge. The foul only. 
retains what it is taught or invents, and reflects, rea- - 
fons, and judges only in proportion to the number 
and diverfity of ideas it has received or collected. 
Where there be few ideas, reflection, reafoning, and 
judgement propottionably ¢onfined; where they are 
extenfive, the foul views men and things extenfively, 
The inferiority or fuperiority of human underftand- 
ing generally depend on the paucity or multiplicity 
of ideas and juft reafoning poffefied by the mind, =. 267 

The foul has powers to impel a greater quantity of blood 
to the head for either mental or bodily exertion: it 

can diminifh or augment the heart’s ation by forrow 

or joy. Effects of mufic, &c.e The foul can direc 
blood to the organs of generation, &c. — | 

Violent anger has ruptured the blood veffels of the sae . 
The foul an invifible agent or power acting in various 
modes on that animal matter called brain. The foul 
acquires dirength and knowledge by the organs of 
fenfe, but not without human growth and human in- 
duftry, | Perry Se 268 


ingly different, 


The brain being the foul’s principal receptacle, conveys, 
in health, the foul’s intentions to the body by means 
of the diftribution of the nerves, &c. No percepti- 
ble nervous fluid admitted, The foul’s influence per- 
yades by its fubtilty all parts, the conductor and go- 
vernor of all its various feelings and actions, &ce 
All caufes equal to their effects. The brain being 
found, the feal’s powers not impeded; but the brain 
being difeafed, the free exercifes of the foul are in- 
tersupted Taney which diffections demonftrate. 

‘ A tound 
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A found underftanding, by difeafed brain, converted 
into madnefs, folly, &c. a 268 
"The foul’s aétion annulled, or its free influence obftruct- 
ed, from affections of the medullary or cortical fub- 
fiance and membranes of the brain; from hence falfe 
conceptions, reafoning, and judgement, _ 269 
In the nervous parts, remote from the brain, irritability 
excited by vitiated, changed, and acrid blood, acting 
as ftimuli, and arterial aétion is increafed. | Infenfibi~ 
lity or numbnefs, produced by ligatures, pervert the 
regular influence or perception on the mind. What 
that invilible influence the foul is, beyond demonftra- 
tion or human comprechenfion. It is refident in the 
brain and nervous fyftem; and as thefe parts pervade 
all the body, the foul influences and perceives the mo- 
leftation of every fenfible part, 290 
When the brain and its appendages are found, the ani- 
mal funétions regularly performed: injuries of thofe 
parts produce falfe ideas, &c. Over exertions of the 
foul force up a larger quantity of blood to the head 
than naturally flows there. Sublimity of thought. 
What excites or obtunds mental impreffions. Poeti- 
cal fury, tragic action, love, anger, pride, envy, all 


actions of the foul, — ne 271 
Defpondency or melancholy, what. Confideration of 
patient’s mind neceflary—illuftrated, — 442 


Caufes of madne/s. 


1. A greater flow of blood to the brain than ufual from 
mental exertion, &c.; 2. The effects continuing by 
the exciting original caufes being repeated; 3. The 
minute capillary veffels fuffer a continual diftention or 
retardation to a certain degree of the blood’s flowing ; 
4. This produces a change in the blood; 5. The ef- 
fects of the changed blood and its increafed gravity ; 
6, Clear intellects depending on regular circulation 


and 
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and foundnefs of the brain, it may eafily be con- 
ceived why irritation, diftention of veffels, or other 
caufes producing local heat, friction, &cs, in the com- 
ponent parts produce contrary effects,  - 293, 274 


Anatomical inquiry, what it explains. t 


Phrenitis an increafed a€tion of the folids from inflam- 
mation of the membranes, &c. Madnefs another 
fpecies of delirium. Whatever determines a great 
quantity of blood to the areas may produce deli- 
rium, &c. nent 275 


Veflels once diftended capable of re-diftention froin the 
fame caufes being repeated. Ltd the foul’s powers 
have been perverted, 276 

What the foul is may never be difcovered ; but the ef 
feéts of evident difeafes point out the mofi rativnal 
modes of cure: this, perhaps, quite fufficient for hu- 
man beings to know, &c. 


277 


Prognoftics of infanity. 

Theie drawn from a review of the appearances after 

| death.—1. Whenrecent, fometimes incurable, &c. ; 
2. From mental affections, not ecafily curable; 3. 
Reducing the veffels diftended proves fuccefsful; 4. 
Acrimony being difcovered, may be often removed ; 
s. Preternatural accumulations in the brain generally 
incurable ; 6. Bony exoftofes tikewife ; 7. Preterna- 
tural drynefs, or coagulation of fine ferous fluids, ge- 
nerally irremediable ; 8. Indurated parts of the brain 
commonly incurable; 9. The florid eafier recover 
than the melancholic; io. Hereditary madnefs, or 
the ci/o, are irremediable in general; 11. So many 
difficulties to encounter, fhew why all medical‘efforts 
muft prove fruitlefs.— Prognoftics drawn from confi- 
dering the ftructure aiid office of the parts; the per- 
verfenefs of many b human beings in health, &c. 278, 279 
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Cure of madnefs. 


Caufes to be firft confidered, and conftitution of patients 
to which the cures muft be adapted—florid, plethoric, 
pallid, debilitated, cacheéticalthe force of the dif- 
eafe, and temper of the patient the domeftic ma- 
nagement beft known to the gentlemen moft accuftom- 

= 280 

If arifing from fuppreffed evacuations, menfes, hamor- 
rhoids, debility, &c. 

‘If from obftruéted lochia, or the milky mania, &c., 
fupprefled nafal hemorrhage, ——— 283 

In fullnefs, depletion of veffels, and abftinence from 
liquids, perfpiration promoted, 

Cure of madnefs from perturbation of mind, anger, 
pride, which commonly affumes great fupercilioufnefs 
and arrogance, and pretends to mental or bod:ly qua- 
lities it feldom poffefles. Pride in thofe not infane the 


ed to receive the infane, 


281 


284 


concomitant of folly, -- —_ 285 
Envy, avarice, difappointed expectation, _ 286 
Love, jealoufy, misfortunes in life, — 287 


A nice fenfe of honor, unjuft perfecutions; medical 
anecdote, &c. | 288 

If mankind have an opportunity of injuring one ano- 
ther, they rarely want the inctination, efpecially when 
felf-intereft is concerned, cee 289 

Perfons moft capable of gratifying rancorat the expence 
of honor or juftice, are the haughty, proud, mean, 
and envious, &c,; thefe are {worn enemies to all ex- 
cellence in others, 


—_ 298 

Remedies againft malevolence are forbearance, a perfe- 
verance in rectitude—sintegrity, difcernment, and re- 
folution, are terrors to the proud, mifchievous, or de- 
figning. The confcioufnefs of immorality, injuf- 
tice or cruelty have produced defpondency, infanity, 
or fuicide. Paths of {trict juftice compared with low 
cunning or deception, —— 2g1 


Exceffive. 
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Exceffive joy has produced madnefs, 9 = ++ 292 
Diftentions ‘of veffels including madnefs of two fpecies. 
Over-diftention and increafed force in the heart and 


arteries,- ibs 
Difteation and relaxation of the coats, with ilimuli from 
acrid:blood. Effects, —— 293 


_ Veffels fuffering diftention from phlogitticated of dephlo-’ 
gifticated air, Arterial coats of the brain thinner and — 
weaker than in other parts of the bodyy Sid 

Tonical diftention, atonical diftention different, and ari- 
fing from oppéfite caufes ; both capable of producing 
madnefs, but require oppofite treatment. -Tlluftrated- 

/by true inflammatory and anafateous tumors. ‘The 
former accompanied with rednefs, pain, and heats. 
the latter, in which the cells of the tela cellulofa aré 
filled with fertim, are without héat or pain, and-if the 
pulfe be quickened, it is from the’ deptaved fate’ of 
the blood, which atts as a flimulug, ed 296 

Nothing mote dangerous than to bleed and give anti | 
phlogiftics in dropfies, of to prefcribe bark or tonics 
in difeafes of the inflammatory clafs,— — 206 

A ftriking defect in treating difeafes of the eyes by blee- 
ding, purging, and antiphlogiftics; when bark and 
tonics are more proper, —_—_—— . od 7h, 

In tonical diftention occafioning madnefs, venefection 
and antiphlogiftic evacuants, and extreme dry diet, 


in general neceflary, a ib. 
Quantity of foods of great importance, Nkewite quali- 
ties. Plan propofed, ae relia Nor, sake 
The ufe of nitre, camphor, neutral or alkaline‘ falts, 
tartarum folubile, fal/ode, &c., antimonial diaphore- 
tics, &c. ; : 16. 
Prefcriptions that have fuccecded in the cure of tonical 
madnefs, 298 


Effecis of aad ¢ this acid has “ured many cafes of 
an ~< madnefs ; 
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madnefs ; probably by diminifhing latteal abforption, 


and dics as a diaphoretic, &c. eed 298 
The cure feems to depend on effectually depleting the 
veffels, and preventing repletion, a — 308 


In atonia, pallor, debility, and a ferous, depraved ftate 
of the blood, bracers may be proper, but conjointly 
with a very dry diet, &c. 

Madnefs fometimes complicated. The patient’s confti- 
tution to be reflected on before the madnefs com- 
menced; diet, exercifes, propentities, &c. The 


ib. 


modes of cure fhould be complex, when ariling from. 
compound cauies. 65eafons of the year confidered, 302 
Warious acrimonies of the blood produce madnefs, a fu- 
perabundance of red particles, ferum, coagulable 
lymph. Scropbula, or King’s evil, venereal, gouty, 
rheumatic, fcorbutic acrimonies caufing madnefs, muft 
be treated accordingly ; but the blood to be thorough- 
ly changed, or no radical cure need be expected, 304 
Ufes of fweating without drinking, vapor baths, mine- 
ral alteratives, — go 
Exoftofes prefling on the brain, preternatural drynefs, | 
indurations of the brain, in general incurable, and 
undifcoverable during life; therefore little relief to 
be expected even from the moft judicious medicine: 
Florid, pale complections, acrimony, how to be 
treated, 30% 
Opium a dangerous remedy in any fpecies of recent 
madnefs. The objections againft opium in madnefs 
clearly pointed out by reafoning and analogy, 308 
Opium. if a mere palliative, and muft do mifchief in 
madnefs; it fhould never be prefcribed but in cafes 
where all rational prattice has failed, and when the 
diforder has long continued. In the prefent curative 
intentions the caufes of the diforder are confidered, 
and rational modes propefed to eradicate the evil, 308 
The data or facts on which the cure of madnefs have | 
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been founded are anatomical inquiries, the moft cer- 
tain of all, and inductive reafonings from the morbid 
appearances of parts, conftituting many new lights on 


3°99 


madnefs, —e 
If the methods recommended fhould, as they may, in 
many inftances, fail, yet the caufes of failure will be 
more certainly traced. The next ufeful knowledge 
to curing difeafes is, to comprehend and give the rea- 
fons why cures fhould not be expected. This is the 
diftinguifhing characteriftic of real medical learning, 
contrafted to rafh boafting and delufive empiricifin, 310 
The moft curious medical anecdote concerning madnefs 
is, the Abderites calling Hippocrates to cure Demo- 
critus of madnefs. This fhews the original notion of 
biack bile, or melancholy, being the caufe of madnefs, 15. 
Two curious letters, tranflated from the Greek, written 
two thoufand five hundred years ago, on this fubject, 
‘fhewing the affection of the Abderites to Democritus, 
and the noble, difinterefted conduct of the phyfician, 
Hippocrates, on the occafion, nee Qt: 


Ox Sarcide. 


2 


\ 
Suicide, or felf murder, contidcred heinous it a religious, 


moral, or political view. Reafons why, _ 335 
Elegant writers vindicate this crime, but give no proofs 
of their fincerity by committing this rafh act A re- 
futation of the doctrines in favor of fuicide, 336 
Dangerous effects of fuicide to families, ftates, &c. 
Caufes of fuicide, perturbations of mind or corporeal 
acrimony, aaa 334 
The immediate caufes, paying too great a refpect for the 
opinion of the world, or not being fufficiently coura- 
geous or collected to bear misfortunes ¢guo animo. In 
every violent paffion there is a certain degree of mad- 
nefs, 


—_—_—- ib. 
When the mifery of the mind appears greater than the 
62 prefent 
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prefent or future advantages of life, a fufficient re- 
folution is f{ummoned up to deftroy that life which is , 
become infupportable, — 338 
Self murder not magnanimity of foul, but the reverfe, 
The example of Cato hasbeen applauded, but cer- 
tainly merits the fevereft cenfure. It was Cato’s act.., 
of infanity, arifing from perfonal pique, difappoint- . 
ment, depreffion of his natural courage, inglorious , 
and unworthy of fo great a characters. He was zuzpos , 
mentis, Reafons why all perfons who commit fuicide , 
fhould be confidered, at the time they commit the act, . 
in a ftate of infanity, 343 
Phy/ficians have frequent opportunitics of ASgadeun the: 
diminution of human courage and wifdom from long- , 
continued misfortunes or bodily infirmities, Exam- 
ple of Lucretia, Cleopatra, Marcus Curtius; &cs ..,.,ib. 
Various reafons why fuicide fho uld always, be confidered, 
an act of infanity, 


oad. 

Prevention of fuicide, &c. Vigilance of friends recom-. 
mended, and the removal of all offenfive weapons,/ 
&e, : ae 344 

Anecdote of the celebrated M. de Voltaire, concerning 
fuicide, and an Englifh gentleman, who intended 


the commiffion of felf murder, 347 


On Convulfions and Spafms. 


Definition of clonic and tonic convulfions and. fpafins, 
with general and precife notions of the diforder, ......2b. 
Mufcles of voluntary motion all fubject to conyulfions 


and {pafims, —— ib, 
in convulfions the mufcles not under the control of the 
W ill, ee eT |, 348 


How convulfions are produced. Mufcular ations, ex- 
plained by the junction of increafed arterial influx, 
and power of the nervous principle. . Dependent on 
the powers of the mind, and acquired gradually, 349 

: How 
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How mufcular action may be deftroyed voluntarily, il- 
- Juftrated by the fuperftitions of religious fects in 
India, ——— 340.3 
Five circumftances neceflary for voluntary mufcular mo- 
tion, B4L.2- 
Convulfions being irregular mufcular actions, may be 
caufed by an increafed excitement in the mind, or 
fiimuli acting on the brain —illuitrated. Immediate 
caufes of convulfions—Increafed aétion in the arterial 
fyftem in the brain; increafed energy in the nervous + 
influence ; irritation of mufcles. [More forcible cone 
traction by a greater excitement in the wéres infite of 
mufcles, —— 343-3 
Inereafed energy arifes from the mind or acrimonious 
bleed irritating the brain or nerves. Mautfcles, once 
accuftomed to yiolent action, eafily.excited to action. 
Curious hiftory of a lady mimicing a diftorted face, 
&Ce ? amaamees  SF4de2 
Timidity, horror, anger, great fenfibility of mind, and 
fympathy, all capable of producing convulfions. 
Males not fo-fubject as females to quick feelings or 
convulfions, 345.2 
Magnetifm and its ridiculous pretences explained. The 
mind’s power over the body. Men of genius and 
talents, famous for fcepticifm on other fubjects, be- 
came dupes to animal magnetifm and its artful fal- 
lacies, ° 
Convulfions caufed by emotions of the mind, sonical, 
atonical diftention, or flimuli of various fpecies ; 
therefore require different and cppofite- modes of, 
treatment, 


346.2 

Prognottics drawn from the magnitude of the caufes, 
from wounds, labor, &c. Long-continued convul- 
fions difficult of cure; recent often curable, -The 
qura epileptica an extraordinary fpecies, =~ 347-2 


eds - Sym pathetic 


‘ 
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Sympathetic convulfons often curable by removing the ° 


primary caufes, — 347-2 
Convulfions from the internal watery head generally in- 

curable, or dropfy of the pericardium, breaft, &c., 

fatal. Anatomical examinations of perfons who died 

of convulfions, — 348 
An enumeration of caufes fhew that no fingle medicine, 

as cardamine, arnica, &c., or one plan of cure, is 


likely to cure, 
All convulfions originating in inanition, repletion, and 
iritation. Prognoftics of convulfions from inanition, 
repletion, or irritation, 
Cure to be accommodated to individual conftitutions and 
circumftances, attending to the three general caufes, 357 
Opium objected to, and why, yet ufeful in; fome in- 
ftances, 359° 
Caftor, mufk, affafeetida, valerian, camphor, &e., when 
ufeful. Surgery neceflary in. wounds, fractures, &c. 
Mechanical ftimuli to be removed by art, or obtund- 
ed by remedies. Inilance, under my own obfervae 
tion, at the Havannah in 1762, in which a flight 
puncture caufed a locked jaw, ftrong convulfions, and 
death; in which opium, mufk, camphor, warm bas 
thing, &c., were tried in vain, 
The curative indications in convulfive difeafes to be 


349 


352 


369 


formed from their different caufes; from the emo». 
tions of the mind, acrimony of blood, plethora, &c. 361 
hen arifing from acrimony not curable by fetid medi- 
cines. Remarkable cafe. Ufe of metallic alteratives, 
Symptomatic convulfions from affections of the vifcera, 
worms. What anatomy fhews, — 367 
Caufe of accumulations and changes of fluids in the 
bram and nerves. The #ela cellulofa, compofing the 
membranes of the brain, inflated with aérial fluids or 
blood, &c., too much in quantity. Bones of the feull 


make 
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make refiftance to the {welling of the membranes of 

the brain, &c. mane 368 
The humidity of the brain, proved by evaporation, 

lofes 8508, 8450, 8109, or 8096 parts out of 10,000. 

In the fetus the brain almoft fluid ; as the fenfes give 

impreffions, and the mind expands, the medullary 

and cortical fubftances become firmer in texture, 369 


Secured from concuffion, unlefs from great violence, by 
the proceffes of the dura mater. Cerebrum and ce- 
rebellum exactly fill their cavities; compreilion, 
therefore, from enlargement, eafily accounted for, or 
irritation of membranes, 


2b. 


In the ventricles of the brain have been found from one 
tothirteen pounds of ferum. My experiments prove 
this fluid to be ferum, not coagulable lymph: it evapoe 
rates by heat; the true coagulable lymph congeals 
like the white of an egg, 374 

A dry regimen neceflary in all convulfive difeafes; why? 

- It will perform wonders. In madne(s. likewife. 


Strikes at the root of feveral difeafes, 375, 379 
Interruption of the due intercourfe between the foul 
and body, and falfe images, when veffels are diftend- 
ed, or the cellular ftruéture. May extend to all the 
nerves and nervous filaments, &c. —— 3797 
Diminifhing the quantity of fluids, or correéting acri- 
mony ftimulating the nervous fyftem ; rational modes 
of cure, &c. , The author’s long experience confirms 
this by practice, — _ ib. 


Lhe cereal Convulfion, or Convulffo cerealis. 


Not known in this country: arifes from mildewed 
corn amongft the poor.—-Symptoms.—Contrariety of 
opinions owing to the difference of underftanding or 
judgment amongtit phyficians—Every one not bleit 
with extraordinary intellects— Moderate abilities com- 
mon, fuperior mental faculties fearce ; but extraor- 


dinary 
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dihary genius as feldom appears in medicine as in thé 

fine arts of poetry, painting, and fculpture, 486 
Defeription and anatomical examinations after death. 

Reflections on falfe reafoning, | 


384 
The diforder not epidemical, but extraordinary, arifing” 
from unripe or vitiated corn. Caufes of the effects, 386 
Cure, with prefcriptions, formed on rational principles, 
for the robuit, females, or children. Irritating air to 
be neutralifed, ae 386 
Nitre improper ; why. Sip Seinen after evacu= 
ants, 


389 
The phenomena accounted for. ‘The German and Swifs 
writers nut judicious. Foreign grain, when imported 


arn fhould be carefully exami ined, — 39t 
St. Vitus’s Dance. | | . 

Symptoms, caufes, and cure, eee 394 

Epilepf. : 


Hereditary, fymptomatic, ‘idiopathic, or accidental, 395 
‘Treatment during the fit, and in the intervals. . Extra-. _ 
ordinary cafe, wherein.a quack had given,fome fecret 
remedy, the thigh bones, were broken by the farce of 

the mufcles,. excited by, the epileptic fits, | 397 
Treatment of the~plethoric,: pallid, and debilitated, 
Fetid remedies and warm:gums for the weak, pallid 
camphor, valerian, celd water, for the plethoric, du; - 

ring the fit, ——— -¢ 400 
The cardamine, or ladies’ {mock, orange leaves, ce. 

though extolled, by no, meats applicable to the va- 

riety of caufes, 


th. 
A mountain cannot be removed by the force of'2 feather, . 
nor the caufes of various epilepfies by fuperftitious, 
though reputed fpecifics. “This every day’s practice 
confirms. Evacuants, mercurials, alteratives, blift 
ters, hadi iffues, camphor, and: faline purges, ‘an- 
tifpafmodics, 


Cae ee WF §, xii 


tifpafinodics, bark, fteel; zinc, &c., &cs, have all 
their advantages, in proportion as they are judicioufly 
or rationally prefcribed; dry diet, &c. Salivation 
fometimes ufeful, fometimes mifchievous, 403 
The difeafe frequently incurable, but often alleviable, 74; 
The aura epileptica, in which a nerve of the extremity 
being irritated, a tingling fenfation creeps up, and 
throws the whole body ‘nto convulfions, a certain 
proof of nervous fympathy and communicaticn, - 404- 
Curious cafe, ee oe 404 


Spafmus Cynicus, or Sardonic Grins 


Symptoms, mufcles affected, cauled by hemlock, &c.. 
Perfons mot affliéted with this diforder have a propen- 
fity for {neering or fatire. Anecdote of M. de Vol-— 
taire, whom I met at Paris, at Pigall’s, the itatuary. 
Nerves that are affected, from whence originating, 40% 
Cupping, blifters, liniments, as near as pollible to ner- 
vous trunks. Error of common practice, ~ 406 
Hemlock not ufeful in radically curing canters, yet 
univerfally preferibed. I have feen fome hundreds 
of cafes wherein it has failed ; and nothing but a fu- 
perficial knowledge of the powers of narcotics, of 
their ufes, could ever have credited the fallacies con- 
cerning hemlock, What I obferved when at the hof- 


Or ees AQT 


pital at Vienna, 


t 
Sternutation, or Sneexiig. 


Caufe of fheezing ; its utility and mifchief, if violent: 


> 


Sneezing diforder fital. _ Similar to the influenza. 


Cure, —_—_— 410, 41f 


Palpitation, Tremor, and Luxor of the Heart, 

Thefe differ only in degrees of violence. Cauts, re- 
mote, numerous. In the heart and veffels, in other 
vifeera, in the blood aad other humors; excretions, 

f hemorrhages, 
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hemorrhages, and retentions. Diffections after death 

fhew various effects and caufes, 415 
Polypus, aneurifm of the aorta, or its offification, fluid 

in the pericardium, cavity of the thorax, empyema, 

worms, offifications in the heart, {cirrhofities, and 


tumors of the lungs, lefions of other vifcera, indigef- 
tion, wind, &c. . 416, 417 
Vitiated blood, including various acrimonies, acting as 


fiimuli on the heart, cacochymia, &c., poifons, tea, 
metallic fumes, burning charcoal, arfenic, ‘&c. 420 
From commotion in the blood, venery, emotions of the 


mind, &c. 


A22 
Cure dubious, as appears from a confideration of caufes. 
Depletion for the plethoric, in inanition bracers, in _ 


polypi lixivious or alkaline falts. Many cafes incu- 


rable, but relieved by dry diet, &c. _ 423 
What curable, what cafes incurable ; in moft cafes too 
dangerous to be neglected, —— 424 
3 Hiccups. 


A convulfive motion of the ftomach and diaphragm, 

‘ from flatulency, difeafed vifcera, worms ; ufeful, fome- 
times dangerous, fometimes not. Cure, &c. 426,429 

Extraordinary cafe of Mr. J. Hankey, who fwallowed 
two ounces of Goulard’s extraét of lead, and reco- 
vered by the treatment mentioned, under the author’s 


care, 428 
Hiccups from putrid fevers, how treated, _ 430 
liccups from the gout, wind, &c. — 43 
Ofcttation, or Yawning. 

Definition, caufes, and cure, —_— 432 


Ox tonic Spafins, or Spafmi tomeci, 


Rigidity of mufcles is the tonic fpafm, as the tetanus, 
eatalepfy, trifmus or locked jaw, &c. Differs from 
the 
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the elonic fpafm, becaufe the mufcles are not con- 
vulfed, or alternately relaxing and contracting, but 
remain rigid and immoveable; fome cafes, however, 


complicated, 
Diftinétions of clonic and tonic fpafms. Cramp, fub- 
fultus tendinum, epilepfia, eclampfia, picking of bed- 
clothes, &c., fpafmus cynicus, priapif{mus, &c., em- 


profthotonos, opifthotonos, 435 
Various parts affected, called by various names, 436 
Catalep/y. 

In which the patient becomes fuddenly rigid, and ap- 
pears like a ftatue ; defcription, no 437 


_ Proximate caufes, x general compreffion of the medullary. 
fubftance of the nervous fyftem, and infpiffation of 
fluids in the cells of the tela cellulofa. Remarkable 
inftances from various authors, —- 438 

Remote caufes are, affections of the mind, abftracted 
meditations, love, fear, alchemy, fuperftition, light- 


ning, fumes, worms, &c. 440 
| Tetanus. | 
Rigidity of almoft all the mufcles of the body, 441 


Symptoms. The fenfes remain, but the mufcles obey 
not the will; how produced, 
Pain, &c., accounted for, Overabundance of arterial 


and nervous influx irritates or overacts the wires infite 
mufculorum, and compreffes the medullary expanfions 
of the nervous fyftem, 
Caufes difficult to be difcovered, but attempted on ra- 
tional principles. Obfervation, — 446 
Voluntary mufcles inactive, except id the command of 
the will, 
The mind has power to iene on mufcles. Conveyed 


444 


ib, 


by the nervous powers, and the actions naturally eo- 
@jual to the mind’s intentions. Impediments from 
f 2 compreffion 
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compreffion hinder mufcular aétions. The influence 
of the wires infii@, and how impeded, — 449 
Infpiffation or coagulation of the aérial or other fluids in| 
the cells of the tela cellulofa, comprefs the medullary : 
part of nerves, &c. Various reafoning on the fub-> 
ject. Wherever the fluids contained in the cells of 
the tela cellulopfa accumulate or coagulate, motion 
ceafes, whether, in mufcles, coats of arteries, or va- 
gina of nerves. Importance of the tela cellulofa, 45% 
Different methods of cure and objections. Opium, 
mufk, camphor, bathing, &¢., unfuccefsful, 452 
Hiftories of the locked jaw, and how cured by mineral 
alteratives under my prefcription. Ufe of the /pecu- - 
lum oris, to open the mouth in the locked jaw, AS4 
Reafoning on the cure from analogy, by curing ulcers, 
callofities, and rigidities in the legs. Rigidity of © 
mutfcles cured by axtimonium tartarifatum, joined with 
mercurius corrofivus fublimatus, in the dofe of the 


fixteenth of a grain each, &c. —_ 455 
The divifion of nerves more difficult than phyficians, un- 
acquainted with furgery, imagine ; danger, &c. 457 


Neceflity of exciting perfpiration without increafing 
heat ; by what remedies, 458 

The imminent danger of the difeafe fiould actuate phy fi- 
cians to ufe efficacious remedies, highly juftifiable in 
fuch defperate cafes, —— ASQ 

Warm bathings, if too hot, infpiffate the fluids ; coagu- 
lable lymph infpiffable in 114, ferum in 150, if not in 
evaporation, and in atmofpheric air.- Baths, how pre- 
pared by tepid water and /al commune, borax, falc. c. 
&c. Ufeful in other cafes. The late phytiological 


opinions on coagulable lymph and abforbent fyitem 
doubtful, 


460 
The wry Neck. 
Hlow cured ; with obfervations on an abfurd prattice of 
subbing the parts extended, inftead of the contracted, 461 
; - > 


4 
i a 


Ci rae ee oN eT 8. xiv 


On Debility. 

Nervous debility, or what the Greeks called adynamia. 
Various caufes, univerfal or partial ; diminfihed elec- 
tricity by moifture, &c, 462 

Impediments of the nervous influence are, compreifions, 
ligatures, tumors, callofities, plethora, cacochymia, 
&c. profufe evacuations, prolapfus, elongation of li- 
gaments, &c. 

Rickets in children arife from foftnefs of bones. Laxi- 
ty of the ¢ela cellulofa, or a loofer coherence of its 
conftituent particles. Confequences; but nervous 
debility more common to women than men. Cured 
by tonics, air, exercifes, dry diet, cold bath, ele¢- 
tricity, seein 2 464 


463 


Vertigo. 

Swimming in the head firft ftep to apoplexy ; various 
colors appear before the eyes, the patient totters, &c. 
Caufes and diffections, 405 

Idiopathic or fymptomatic, or metaftatic, from the gout, 
&c. Objections to vomits as recommended by Dr. 
Mead, —- — 467 

All flatulent diet to be avoided in the vertigo, ~ 468 


On foporofe Affections. 
Lethargy, carus, coma, &c., lighter fpecies of apo- 
, plexy. Differences. What diffeCtions fhew. Vari- 
ous caufes in the head, polypi, &c. — 469 
Cure confifts in removing caufes, ee tb 


On Apoplexy. 
Definition, and former civifions ; the latter inadequate 
to the various caufes of apoplexy, fanguincous and fe- 
rous ; why defective, | — 475 
Sanguineous apoplexy from diftentions of veffels of the 
brain and vif blood, Caufes, Stagnation of ve- 


na] 
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nal blood the caufe of fatality ; defcription. Diffec- 


tions after death, nae 479 
Diagnoflics of the apoplexy; how it differs from the 
lethargy, fyncope, epilepfy, convulfive eatarrh, &e. 479 
Caufes of the apoplexy various ; from wounds, liquors, 
opium, hyfterics, gout, ferous, metaftatic, fever, po- 
lypi, atrabilious, mflammatory, mephitic air, worms, 
&c., all requiring different treatment, oa 486 
Method of preventing the return of apoplexy, 489 


Attempts to cure, how rationally purfued. No tight 


ligatures round the neck, &c. ib, 
Extraordinary cafe of an old gentleman, who wifhed to 
look florid and young, died of apoplexy, _ 491 


Formulé of remedies under different circumftances. 
Evacuations of bleeding, purging, &c., but vomiting 
forbid as dangerous, — — ib, 


Paly, or Paralyfis. 


Definition and general diftinétions, &c. Parts affected 
—in the eyes, blindnefs; ears, deafnefs; uvula, re- 
laxation ; tongue, faultering of fpeech, want of tafte ; 
in the face, diflortion ; lungs, fuftocation ; heart, fud- 
den death ; ftomach, vomiting or total relaxation ; in 
the inteflines, purging, procedentia ani; urine blad- 
der, incontinence or total fuppreffion of urine; in 
the ligaments of the womb, prolap/us uteri; in the 
erectors of the penis, impotency, Paraplegia, hemi- 
plegia, &c, meee = Seed 496 

In all cafes the nervous influence obtunded or obftruct- 

~ ed—the will can no longer commard mufcles de- 
ftined to fupport or perform action, &c. = 497 

The immediate caufee are, jnjuries in the brain, nerves, 
compreffions, &c.  Diflections of paralytics after 
death fhew various caufes which operated during life, 2. 

Remote caufes, irritable body and mind, plenitude from 
Bacchanalian exceffes, Opium or other narcotics di- 

| : minifhing 
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minifhing the circulating powers. Different ftates of ; 
the blood and other caufes, —— 499 
Diagnoftic and prognoftic. Not a fatal difeafe, but te- 
dious ; favorable and unfavorable fymptoms, sor 
Cure confifts in libetating the brain, nerves, ganglions, 
&c. Of the caufes of compreffion or relaxation. 
What remedies, in different circumftances, are uecef- 
fary, — _ — 502 
Formule for the florid and plethoric, debilitated, nem 
vous, and pallid, | —_ — 506 
More minute phyfiological reafonings on the palfy and 
its caufes. How to determine where the difeafe is 
feated ; where it appears not the caufe, but the effect 
of the palfy. An accurate knowledge in anatomy 
neceflary, particularly the nervous fyftem. This can 
never be well underftood in the prefent defective modes — 
of medical education. Diffections neceflary. Intfe- 
rences from the foregoing confiderations. Relaxation 
of the cellular ftructure compofing the tunics of 
nerves, or in the interftices of the fafciculi. Adeps 
coagulating in the bony canals from the fpine. In- 
{piffation of fluids, &c., comprefling the medullary 
fubftance of the {pine or nerves ; tumors, &c. Sit 
Difficulty of curing palfy explained, —- $13 
Different fpecies, how cured ; palfy of painters, &c. = 514 
Four things requifite—refolution of the impacted fluids, 
abforption, refloration of the relaxed parts, retran{- 
miffion of the nervous influence. Conditions of cure. 
Palfy of parts, face, eyelid, gutta ferena, how I have 
fometimes cured. Palfy of the tongue, or faultering 


as 


of fpeech, arms, legs, electricity, _ S15, 516 


Complicated patty, rheumatic, venereal, atonia, &c. 51g 
Atrophy or wafting of parts, caufes; often incurable, 
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FEMALE, NERVOUS DISEASES, 


MADNESS, SUICIDE, 


&c. &c, 


General Method of preventing FEMALE 
Diseases, &e. | 


Tue delicate ftruéture of the female body ; 
the peculiar fenfibility of the nervous fyftem ; 
the abfence, prefence, diminution, increafe, or 
obftruction of the -catamenia; the ftate of the 
uterus, and the fingularities of each individual 
- conftitution, all require the moft ferious atten- 
tion of the phyfician, who would treat the dif- 
orders of females with integrity and fuccefs. 


B The 
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The due regulation of the catamenia is of 
the utmoft importance: but it fhould not be 
determined on from the greater or lefs quantity 
of the difcharge, but what the conftitution has 
bee accuftomed td; this variés more or lefs in 


’ 


every female. : 


Perfons of fuperior rank, who ufe little exer: 
cife, and are.of a relaxed habit, have often this 
eVaciiatiofi in oreater abundance than thofe of 
an inferior ftation ; yet this may anfwer the moft 
falutaty purpofes m both conditions. 

The conftitution, in general, regulates the 
catamenia without requiring any affiftance from 
art: therefore, phyficians and the female fex 
fhould be very cautious how they counteract 
this uterine excretion by improper and ill-timed 
remedies ; for irreparable mifchief has-been the’ 
confequence *. 

An increafe or diminution of the menftrual 
evacuation may happen from various caufes ; 


* Huhne fahgainem ex ipfitis uteri Vafis deponi demonftra- 
vit autopfia in foeminis, eo fluente extin@tis ; in vivis mulieri- 
bus, quibus uterus inverfus fanguinem ex oftio interno deftil4 
Javit; in aliis, quibus cum menfes deficerent, uterus fanguine 
congefto plenus fuit, natura uteri vafis pleniffima mollis fpon- 
giofa, comparata cum fenui, minima flocculenta, callofa va- 
gina.—Nihil tamen intercedit quin utero ithpedito fanguis pet 
vaginam deponatur, ut alius per ultimum inteftinum & per re- 


motiffimas demum corporis partes deponitur.——Hallerus. 
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FEMALE DISEASES, &. 


as changes of air, diet, and exercifes ; violent 
affections of the.mind, as anger, grief, fears 
retentions of natural and diurnal excretions, as 
the feces, urine, and perfpiration, without any 
injury to the conftitution: thefe changes, or 
any little flight fymptoms arifing from them, 
fhould not be confidered or treated as difeatfes. 

In healthful conftitutions, befides the pur- 
pofes of propagating the human fpecies, the 
womb expels whatever is noxious or redun- 
dant; and prevents or cures, by this means, 
many female complaints *. 

The diet of femates fhould be regulated 
according to the individual conftitution: but 
during the flowing of the catamemia, all acids, 
flatulent, cold, milky, vifcid, and grofs diet fhould 
- be avoided ; as likewile cold bathing, fuddea cold, 
vegetable, and all bracing or afringent medi- 
cines, purges, or vomits. 

If the difcharge fhould be accompanied with 
much pain, arifing from the refiftance of the 
os internum, or, from little coagulated maffes 
formed in the uterus, which it endeavours to 
expel by repeated and painful contractions +, 


” Kalaunvioy yivopeveay TAELoveY vigor Evpbaweces Hippoc. 


+ Thefe pains.are frequently miftaken for colics, both 
by medical practitioners and females, and very improperly 
treated. The pains are fituated under the pubis, between the 
bladder and reGtum, &c. # 


Ba. warm, 
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warm cloths may be repeatedly applied to the 
lower part of the abdomen, ora bladder filled 
with hot water, which will retain its heat 2 
confiderable time; and warm, comfortable 
drinks may be ufed in moderation ; if thefe do 
not fucceed, an-emolHent carminative cly fter 
may be prefcribed *, 

Thefe pains are immediately removed by 
opiates ; but the ereateft fkill and circumf{pec- 
tion are required in their adminiftration ; for 
they fometimes produce delirium, convulfions, 
headachs, obftrudtion, and a train of other difa- 
ereeable fymptoms, not only in this, but. in 
other feminine complaints; and, their. effects 
are commonly equal to the proportion of ner- 
yous fenfibility the conflitution pofleties. 


In the intermediate time, from one monthly 
difcharge to another, the accuftomed way of | 
life, and that which has been experienced to 
agree, fhould be continued, if not productive of 
indifpofition, and this will be beft determined 
by every one’s natural feelings. Air, exercife, 
regular diet, and amufements, are more con- 
ducive to health, than confinement, indolence, 
a minute attention to trifling changes, and a 
conftant application to the art of medicine. 
~ From natural conftitution, and often from. 


* Of carraway, annifeeds, and chamomile flowers boiled, 


and a cup of {weet oil, Myrrh and aloetics are ufeful. 


errors 
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errors in living, arife a plethora or fulnefs in 
fome women, and an extreme’ relaxation in 
others : both require a different treatinent. 

‘To remove: fulnefs, joined with too much 
floridity, a» more, abftemious diet may be pur- 
fued once or twice in the week, avoiding {up- 
_ pers, or large draughts of different liquids. 

‘Fo invigerate ‘the relaxed and pallid, light 
nutritious meats, with a glafs of wine, avoid 
ing all teas, lemonade, fmall beer, or any 
weak-drinks, as much as poffible. By regu- 
lating exactly the quantity of liquids taken into 
the ftomach, ‘fo as never ‘to exceed the folid 
food: but, as each individual may require a 
particular treatment, to direct this, 18 the pre- 
vince of medicine. ~ 


Coftivenefs is a common female complaint, 
and productive of many evils: in thofe of a 
plethoric habit, and florid comple¢tion, mag- 
nefia, fal polychreffum, fena, ftewed prunes, 
manna; and to robuft habits, even Rochelle 
falts may occafionally be repeated, if a more 
free ufe of boiled vegetables fhould not an- 
{fwer. 


To the relaxed, thin, and pale, alaetics joined 
with foap, afew grains of Rufus’s pill, or fuch- 
like remedies, will be proper ; but no prepara- 
tion, perhaps, is better, than about from two 
to eight grains of the pilula ex colocynth. cum 
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aloe. twice or thrice in the week ; it common- 
iy removes moft pains in the ftomach, and acts 
very gently if well prepared. = | 

A grain of the pulv. cambog., or half a grain 
of calomel, as an’ excellentdeobftruent, may be 
added in fome cafes. a 

Such are the general means By which’ good 
Kealth may be preferved, and many gneveus 
difeafes prevented, LW 423 | 


Of the Cornleiting; spies! Seana Semeetsy 


A partial or total obftruétion, in the uterine 
yeffels of young females, under or about: the 
age of puberty, attended with great palenefs, 
or a fallow green colour of the. face and fkin, 
and a difinclination to move, . is called the 
chlorofis, or green ficknefs *. 


To the above appearances the following 
-fymptoms may be added; palenefs of lips ; 
great laffitude ; coldnefs of the feet; lofs. of 
appetite, or a defire for abfurd things ; naufea 
and vomiting ; difturbed, fleep ; a languid 
pulfe; yellow, turbid, or aqueous urine; a 


* Hipp.; Tlifeié Avicenna; febris alba & virginum ob- 
ftru€tiones Mercati ; Cachexia Plateri, de difcoloratione. 
Morbus virgitiets & .febris alba Rod. a Caftro, : Fadi 
colores Ballonii, , Febris amatoria Langi. Itteritia alba 
Etmulleri. The multiplication of mames for one and the 
fame thing may be numbered amongtt modern abfurdities. 


diffe 
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difficulty: of breathing ; {welling of: the feet, 
and other parts ; palpitation of thé:heart ;. pains 
of the head; faintings, and a _ wee of 
‘the mind. , 


The inimediate eaufes of the akneroig (hein 
to be, a depraved ftate of the’ fluids, front a 
repeated adeuinilation of what fhould have 
been difcharged by the uterine veflels; a dirf?- 
nifhed:fenfibility of the nervous fyftem, dnd a 
Jofs of vigor in the folids, Inftead of a ptoper. 
proportion of the red particles in the blood, f&- 
rum. or lymph,predominate.; the fine feelngs 
are blunted, and the foul and body  appear,.in 
a ftate of torpidity, and every little exertion of 
the mufcular _powers produces fatigue. 


The other caufes are, a humid and cold air ; 
a natural lax, {pongeous and phlegmatic alin, 
a fedentary life ; affections of the mind; im- 
proper diet; a bad digeftion ; but,,abeve all, 
the admifhon.of. a» depraved: and: ill-prepared 
chyle through’ the latteal vefléls 2. { 

When the difeafe has been fome. time con; 
firmed, the mind. and body, become the reci- 
procal caufes: of its increafe and continuance : 
the languid ftate of mind is: daily more debr 
litated by the fluggifh circulation of céld une 

* Vitiurn’ primecodtionis, qu fit in priniis'viis; non fab 
cile corrigitur in’ fecunda, que in vifceribus fanguificationi & 
depuratione infervientibus peragitur, minus in°tértia que’ actu 


nutritionis abfolyitur. 


B 4 healthy 
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healthy fluids; and this feeble ‘circulation ap- 
‘pears to deaden the nervous fenfations, and de~ 
prive the foul: and active nervous powers of 
thofe exertions which might expel the formi-’ 
dable eneniy. The effects may be feen); but 
rarely; but: a.few examinations, after death 
thew fufficiently. the confequenses of the dif- 
eafe *, tens. 3 ) RIB! j 
The cure ecrufitts in doctocis the vite 
fluids ; and removing ehenchaknys or other ob- 


ees 


~ Removing the: seneeny of the nervous Fyfe 
tem ; and | 


Invigorating the folids. 


ae _Thefe ends may be produced by Teel 
* Chlorofis. ~ 
| Anatomical Examinations after Death. 
Extifpitta. / 
Lympha in thorace & pulmo- 


ell? 2 Sympstombta. * 
Chlorofis cum fpirandi difficul- 
‘tate & convulfionibus fuc- nes pure exefi. 


cedentibus. 


aye cary lever 
Cordis palpitationibus ftipatur 
& fyncopem lethalem accer- 
fit. ; , DfT ; 


Chlorotica fubito extin euitur. | 


Chlorotica. difficile fj 
convulfionibus agereditur. 


Apirat & 


Chlorotica centum. & amplius 


veng fectiones intra annum 


pafla fyncope.de medio tol- 


litur. 


Cor fanguine concreto tur- 


‘gens, valvule deformes & 
‘quafi offez, 


Ovarium finiftrum ingens. 


-Pulmones putridi. 


Cerebrum -& vafa fanguifera 
fanguine vacua. 
Ventriculus contraétus. 


falts, 
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falts, aloetics, mercurials, and antimonials, given 
as evacuants and alteratives, 


2. By air, exercife, warm medicated baths, 
“diverting the mind, riding on horfeback. » 
3. By chalybeates, bark, Spa, Pyrmont, Bath, 
fimilar waters, and an attention to proper diet. 

The diforder, however, being flow in its ad- 
vances, and feldom attended with immediate 
danger, the attempts to cure fhould be -con- 
ducted gradually: but the difeafe is not to be 
left to nature ; the affiftance of art is to fecond 
her efforts, and in moft cafes is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary. 

The depraved ‘humours may be evacuated, 
and glandular obftruction removed, by aloetics 
and calomel ad gr. fs. vel j., once, twice, or 
thrice in the week ; and the blood may be ac- 
celerated and changed by an electuary of lima- 
tur. mart. fpee. aromat. and conf. rofar. ter de die. 


Manna and cremor tartari, rhubarb, jalap, 
and witre, ‘The application of any of the above 
remedies, according to the circumftances. of 
cafes and conftitutions of patients, mutt be left 
to the fkill of the prefcriber. 

To the plethoric, the faline preparations dif- 
folved and united with aloefics may be proper. 

To the pale, languid, and hyfterical, the 
aloetics alone, or joined with the fwtid gums, 
and in all obftinate cafes, the mercurials, as 

: Mer es 
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mere. dule. fox fubl. ad. gr. fs; at proper dif- 
tances may be adminiftered conjointly with 
albetics, on bitter laxatives. 

In the intermediate days may be given Joris 
duabus ante prandium quotidie, with or with- 
gut ebalybeatess as light cotrectors of the fto- 
mach. 7 


-Elix. aloes. 
- 79 Jee myrth. ec. 

Tinct. facra. ad it vel 4ils. 
— RKhei ad Zij, in quorum vehiculo appropriates ) 
Pil. gummofs..ad gr. v.cum 


/ +— Rufiad gr. ij. 
Extract. cathart. ad gr. il). 


Khabarb, cum gentian. 
fabing +... 


Gum ammoniac. 
(—— galban. 
—— myrrh ad gr. vy. 


As-gentle alteratives, 
Cinnabar faciitium. 
Ethiops mimeralis. 


Puly. mete, dale. lot. cum fulph. aufat. ant. ad gr. j. 
ter de die in a pill. 


To i. and invigorate the folids and quickea 
the circulation. 
-Rubigo ferri ad 5). 
Flores martiales ad gj. cum infus amar. ter de die. 
Elix. vitriol. dulc. ad Zij- 


acid. ad gtt. xv. cum decocto cort. Peruy. 
-¥el infufo amaro. 


Lixivium martis ad tt. XE | 


Vinum 
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Vinum chalybeatum ad Bie 
——— amarum., © 
Pulv; cortex Peruv. ad 3 fs ex oid lactis vaecini bia 
' wel'terde die. - - 
a : . | , 
But what has been found, after above twen- 
ty years experience, and in fome thoufands of 
female and other cafes, an excellent corrector. 
of the moft depraved ftate of the fluids, is our 
pulvis mineralis purificans, which is prepared 


in the following manner : 


Pulvis mineralis purificais fortior. 
R. Flor. fulph. pulv, fal. nitr. argent. Viv. aa thi. 
__ terantur fimul in mortarie vitreo vel lapideo donec per- 
~ fectiffima unitas facta fit, 


Pulvis mineralis purificans mitior. 
| R. Flor. fulph. argent. viv. aa this. pulv. fal, nitr, 
purifs. [hj. mifce ut fupra. 
The aloetic and calomel pill fhould be prefcribed at the 
fame time. 


Caufe-removing remedies. for. the firft inten- 
tion. 
Formule remedioruns, 


No.1. R. Tart. emet. gr.g adgr. ff. 
Aq. com. Zifs. 
Magnes. alb, or. x. M. f. hauftus bis vel ter ie 
feptimana fumendus. 
No, 2. BR. Calomel gr. 2 ad gr. fs. vel gr.j. 
Pil. rufi gr. iij. M. accuratiflime f, pilula femel 
bis vel ter in feptimana fumenda, 


Noa, 


a 
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No. 3. J. Pil. gummofs, ~ rsodhelaits rm 


— ex. colocynth. cum shun aa 3). 
oid je... MA £.-pilule- No. xxiv, capiat unam,mane & 
notte fuperbibendo 7ij. aque vel infufi_pulegii 
cum 3j. tinct. flor. mart. 


After the foregoitig evacuants “the following 
remedies are proper. 


No, 4. iB. Ting, caterdpady 3,J- capiat. coch. parvul, (tea 
S.. _ Apoonfil), ex infus. fol, pulege, mane hora. unde- 
“cima quotidie vel, 
No. 5. RB. Elix. aloés zvj. 
-Timct, aromat. 33}. M. _Capiat gtt. Lx bis vel 
ter de die ex cyatho aque parvo : vel, 
No.6. B. Vin, Chalybeat. Zit. | 
Tinct. facr. Z{s. M. capiat 3ij. ter de die ex 
cyatho infus. flor. chamaémel. 
No. 7. Ry. Elix. alots Zifs. Aree 
sk ine, ert. 3 {8 M. capiat ett. xxx vel Lx bis 
de die ‘ut fupra. 
No, & BR. Elix. myrrh. comp. Zifs. | 
Aloés ifs M. capiat. gtt? ix bis vel t ter de die 
ex liquore appropriato. 


‘Any bf the above preparations may be made 
into draughts, or mixtures, with the aqua pu- 
lee. or aqua mentha; with an addition of cam- 
phor julap, if neceffary.. 


No..g. Ry. Con. cort. aurant. Zifs, 
Chalyb. cum fulph. prep. aa 311}. 
Spec. aromat. 33]. 
Syr. fimp. q. $s 
M, f. elect. cujus capiat Q.N. M. bis in die 
a %ij. infus. amar, 
Soe Now 
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No, 10. i. Lac. ‘fulph. fs. 
| Rubig. ferri prepar. er. XV 
Myrrh pulv. gr. xx. 
Spec. aromat, gr. iv. M. f. Pe bis in die fus 
mend. e coch. fyrup. fimp. 


By fuch remedies the offices of the ftémach, 
inteftines, and lacteal veffels are reftored ; the 
glutinous or ferous. matter is diminithed, eva- 
cuated, or changed; a more healthful and nu- 
tritious chyle is prepared and abforbed, the 
red particles of blood increafe, the lips -begin 
to affume their natural colour ; the arterial fyf- 
tem acquiring ftrength and elafticity, the utes 
rine veffels open, and the menftrual difcharge 
becomes regular. 


; y 


Praétical Admonitions aad Obfervaiions. 


Bleeding fhould never be prefcribed, except 
to robuft, full habits, and when the diforder is 
recent. | 


Chalybeates agree beft with the cold leuco- 
phlegmatic conftitutions: all alcalines fhould 
be avoided at the time they are adminiftered. 


In full, plethoric habits, the neutral falts, or 
cremor tartar joined with cathartics, may be 
proper, and even the preparations of hellebore ; 
but this laft is rarely neceflary ; and one great 
obj<ction to its ufe is, its. draftic BOL, which 
were remarked by Hippocrates, - 

Pede- 


_~ 


_ 
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Pediluvia are ufeful, of falt, warm waters 
and balm, pennyroyal and favin: but they 
~fhould not be ufed in cedomatous {wellings ; 
but, inftead, fri€tions applied to the feet and 
legs, and a roller of thin flannel. 

‘Cold, humid air, acid fruits, and moft aque- 
ous diet, fhould be avoided. A light nutri- 
tious diet, but of a dry nature, and a glafs of 
wine, in fome cafes may be ufeful. 


The quantity of fluids in the body fhould be 
diminifhed by a partial abftinence from liquids ; 
this alone has proved a cure; probably by re- 
moving the lateral preflure from the arteries, 
rendering more dry and elaftic the fibres, and 
reftoring their power of contraction. | 


Exercife of riding, yamping, dancing, run- 
ning up ftairs ; opening the cheft by the dumb 
bell, or by leaden weights made at the plum- 
bers, for exercifing the arms, fhould be ftrong- 


ly enforced. 


The mind fhould be diverted with various 
objects, and the paffions roufed, if poffible. 


The Bath waters have been known to. cure 
the chlorofis when moft other methods have 
failed. 


The gentleft methods of cure, with little or 
no medicine, fhould be firft adopted, and then 
the milder remedies, and fo gradually to the 
more powerful; but great care fhould be taken’ 

es never 


ny 
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never to prefcribe a remedy more violent than 
the difeafe.... .., Ny Satay 3:3 


Ou the Suppression of the Mznszs. 


The appearance of the menfes in females is 
commonly from the fourteenth year to the fif- 
ticth : but this varies in different conftitutions ; 
for fome have the difcharge fooner, and expe- | 
rience its ; total fuppreflion before the age of 
forty. | , 

The ceffation of this periodical and accuf- 
tomed difcharge is called a fuppreffion, 

The remote caufes of fuppreffion are, fudden 
cold; a fuperabundance of the coagulable 
lymph i in the blood; grief, or fear ; previous 
difeafes ; powerful evacuations, or an impros. 
per adminiftration of aftringents. | 

The immediate caufes feem to be, 2 want of 
due force, or a preternatural refiftance in the 
uterine veffels, probably from a diminifhed 
force in the heart and arterial fyftiem; and this 
may arife from extreme plethora, or relaxa- 
tien ; tumors in or near the uterus, or its coali- 
tion, may caufe the menftrual fuppreflion, &c.* 

During 
* Supprefio menfium. 
Anatomical Examination after Death. 
Symptomata. Extifpiciar 
Sapprefi menfes, cum yentris Hydrops cyfticus. 

intumefcentia & refpiras . 

tions lafa, (Sb 


© 


‘ 
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During pregnancy, fome few exceptions to 


the contrary, the menfes are totally fuppreffed. 


Sym piomata. 
Suppreffi menfes cum doloribus 
& abdominis intumefcen- 
tia. 
—— Ab immani pathemate 
& oculus tumet &-dolet. 


Cum tumore in regione 
iliaca. 

— Totum intumefcit abdo- 
men menfibus fufflaminatis. 

pem— Accerfunt hemoptyfim 
& tabem. ; 

Menfes fuppreffi accerfunt, ca- 

- chexiam. 

———— Item, 


women Afcitem cum dolore im- 
mani circa pubem. 

—— Ventris dolores, abor- 
tum concitantes & quibus 
fe adjungit febris cum tu- 
more yentris & fudoribus 
uberrimis, 

~——— Ventris intumefcentiam. 


mew Diarrhocam colliquati- 
vam cum fpirandi difficul- 
tate, tulfi & fudore immo- 
dico. 

we— Genitalium inflamma- 
ONC M, 


/ 


In 


Extifpicia. 

Uterus effufo fanguine turget 
& membranacco proceffu 
obturatur. 

Exoftofis in fundo obfita. 


Hydrops tubarum. 
Hydrops cyfticus. 


Pulmones pure exefi, aqua in 
thorace & pericardio. 


Sanguis concretus in corde. 


\ 

Serum in. thorace ftagnans, 

pulmones. perduri & fan- 
-guis in cordis thalamis. 


Uterus ingens & fcirrhofus. 


Colluvies fanguinea in abdos 


mine. 


Moles carnea 34. libras pon 
derans. 


Pulmonum tubercula. 


Ulcus uteri. 


Menfes 


Lai 
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- In the fuppreffions of unimpregnated wo- 
men, a fulnefs and difinclination to motion is 


. 


Symptomata. 

——— Tumorem in regione 
pubis cum refpiratione lafa, 
pedum oedemate, febre len- 
ta, &c. 

—— Lypothymiam frequen- 
tem. 


Menfium fuppreffio dolorem 
circa inguen comitatur & 
tandem hemorrhagiam ace 
cerfit enormem. 

Supprefio menfium fuccedanea 
febri quartane & tumori in 
hypochondrio finiftro. 

-——— Animi perturbationi & 
accerfit afthma cum tuffi & 
{putis purulentis, 

+— Vene fe&tionibus crebro 


inftitutis cui denuo fucce- 


dunt ventris dolor & afeites. 


Suffaminantur menfes poft ca- 
fum ab alto denuo fluunt & 
-oriuntur dolores cum abdo- 
minis prominentiis quam 
plurimis. 
Poft fuppreffionem, urine dif- 
Ifchiadicus do- 


lor feviens. Hyfterice con- 


ficultas. 


vulfiones, vomitus frequen- 


tes, ciborum averfatio. 


pers 


Extifpicia. 
Tumores veficulares in abdo« 
mine, 


Lapides in pericardio, pul 
mones fcirrhofi & fubnigri« 
cantes. 


Ulcus uteri, 


Tubarum purulentia. 


Pulmones & inteftina inflame 
mata, glandule ventriculi 
tumide.., 

Hydrops ovariorum, uterus 

fcirrhofus. 


Colluvies fanguinea in abda~ 


mine, 


Mufculi erant quafi excarnes, 
vix uflam fanguinis vefti- 
gium ufquam - fupererat. 

Venter totus falfo oppleba- 

tur fero. » Ventriculus exi- 

guus, contractus. Ren dex- 


ter 
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perceived ; floridity or palenefs ; pains in the 
loins, groins, and head; faintings, naufea, lofs 
of appetite, and, in time, all the functions, 
‘whether natural, vital, or animal, become de- 
praved. Hemorrhages happen from various 
parts: fchirrus, dropfies, ulcers of the womb 
fometimes fucceed, and even apoplexy. 
As uterine fuppreffions frequently arife’ with- 
gut any manifeft caufe or injury to the confti- 
tution, the abfolute neceffity of their removal 
becomes a queftion of the utumoft importance, 
before any mode of medical treatment ts 
adopted. Natural and fecret caufes operate, 


Extifpicia. 
ter plures habebat aalculos; 


Symptomata. 


"  fordium ulcus & foetdidum 

erat m collo uteri. 
A fuppreffione, pe€toris doler, Gyaveolentia ex utero & vicinis 
difficilis refpiratio- partibus, maxima exiftebar, 
omnes exterius livebant a 
pregref_a inflammatione. 


Virgini annos 20. nate fan- Venter ampliffimus, vis aque 


guis per uterum refpondere 
defiit, ante duos annos; do- 
lores ad hypocondria orti 
funt, dein venter intumuit 


ad magnam molem.. 


Foemina, poft fuppreffionem a 
- quatuor menfibus, hyfteri- 


cas affectione dein etiam 
mania laborabat. 
4 


ingens ; precipuum & pecu- 
liare vitium in teftibus, tu- 


bis, ipfoque utero erat. 


. Omnes ha partes concretzx 


erant cum alis vefpertilio- 
rum in maflam tuberofam 


informem. 


Teftes albi, duri, fcirrhofi, 


zequo majores fuo, pondere 


quafi pone uterum tracti. 


for 


> 
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for falutary purpofes, far above the reach of 
human comprchenfion: their effeéts are evi- 
dently perceived, but their inveftigation eludes 
the fearch of the moft acute philofophical in- 
quirer. A bufy phyfician, then, either by mif- 
conceiving the cafe, or by a mifapplication of 
remedies, though duthorifed by the beft medi- 
cal writers; might do more mifchief with a 
few prefctiptions than his whole life could re- 
pair. Certain conditions fhould be eftablifhed, 
founded on experience, reafon, and nature *. 


Suppreffions fucceeding accidental hemor- 
thages; violent evacuations; fevers; or any other 
debilitating difeafes, fhould, in general, be left 
to nature, or treated only with tonics: 

Partial or total fuppreffions from changes of 
air; climates, feafons, or flight colds, unlefs 


they. 


* In obftragted menfes it might be reafonably expected, that 
Sydenham, Boerhaave, Aftruc, Pitcairn, and the late Dr. Shaw, 
phyfician to King George the Second, had. been direéted in 
their writings, by reafon, experience, and nature, from their ac- 
acquired reputation: but calomel, a mercurial, is ordered by 
Sydenham and Aftruc, in the dofe of 20 gr. ; Boérhaave, 1 Ogre} 
Shaw, from roto rs grains at bedtime, and of jalap 20 gr., com- 
pound powder of fena 20 gr., and fix grains of vitriolated tartar 
_tiixed togetHer, or io grains of fome draftic dloetic pill the 
following morning ; the fame has been copied by Brooks and 
others, Skilful and experienced phyficians indubitably muft 
know, that homicide, or irremediablé injury, is likely tobe 
the confequences of fuch dangerous praftices, What unfafe 

Cc 2 guides 
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they continue long, and produce: ill effects, 
fhould be left to nature. 

Suppreffions producing inflammatory and 
other fymptoms of inconvenience require me- 
dical affiftance to remove the complaints or 
promote the difcharge: but every attempt of 
this nature fhould be founded on a clear know- 
ledge of phyfiology, the peculiarities of the 
‘conftitution, and effects of remedies ; it fhould. 
‘be conducted with great circum{pection, taking 
particular care to be certain the female is not 
pregnant. 


Sudden ‘fuppreffions during the difcharge | 
‘from cold, or any other caufe, are often re- 
moved by repeatedly bathing the feet and legs 
in warm water and common falt, half an hour 
or more, night and morning, or at night alone. 
This is excellent for recent colds in general. 
At the fame time, a few grains of the pilula 
rufi, with or without the pilule gummofe, may 
be ufeful. | 

~The efforts, however, to produce the flow of 
the menfes, fhould be particularly , directed 
about the time of the fucceeding period. Then 
warm bathings to the legs, and fomentations 


: 
guides muft fuch writers be to the generality of junior pragti- 
tioners; and the more fo, as fafhion and prejudice have made 
them univerfally read, admired, and recommended! The > 
dofes are 20 or 4o times more than it is, in general, fafe to 


give, efpecially to sina Zi women. 
| fg 
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for the abdomen, will be proper; and from 20 
to 40 drops of the fpirit nitr. dulc. joined with, 
from gtt. xxxx. ad rap of the tinctura facra, 
or elix. aloés, and taken in. penny-royal water 
twice in the day, a little: warm. 


: 


In all inflammations, difficulty of breathing, 
and headach, arifing from plethora, or in the 
pleurify, bleeding and the antiphlogiftic regi- . 
men will be proper: but when the. fluids be- 
come depraved by a long fuppreffion, the me- 
‘thods of treatment recommended in the chloro- 
fis will beft fucceed ;. for.thefe purpofes, mine- 
ral alteratives, as the pilula rubra, cinnabar, &c. 
or our pulvis mineralis purificans, has produced 
excellent. effects * ;) mercurials, antimonials, 
aloetics, and chalybeates, 


Of the immoderate Fuow of the Mensts. 


- When the menftrual evacuation exceeds in 
quantity, or happens. more frequently than: 
ufual, and caufes debility, it is confidered an 
immoderate flow of the menfes. 


1. The remote caufes may be nourifhing high: 
diet, heating liquors, violent ftrainings or ex- 
ercife, particularly dancing ; ; violent paffions of 
the mind. | 


* The methods recommended in the fchirrus breafts, as 
caufe-removing remedies in glandular and other obftruétions, © 


are moft likely to fucceed by a long perfeverance, 


C 3 Cof- 
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2. Coftivenefs, or any efforts that direct or 
caufe a reat flow of blood to the uterus. 


3. Anover-diftenfion of the extreme branches - 
of the uterine veflels, from frequent abortions, 
child bearing, difficult and hb hence la- 
Dorasicl rss 


4. Living in warm chambers, an inactive life ; 
too much freedom in the ufe of weakening lp- 
quids, as tea, &c. | 

5. The more immediate caufes are plethora 
and floridity, a ferous or acrid {tate of the blood ; 
for large uterine haemorrhages, by difcharging 
the red particles, depraye and render acrid all 
the fluids, relax the folids, and produce a febri- 
cula ; thefe jointly often become the caules of 
future hemorrhages. 


6. An impetuous force in the arteries, and an 
impeded circulation in the veins ; by which the 
lateral appendices in the uterus are diftended, 
and often become flaccid, and incapable of re- 
fitting the increafed motion and quantity of the 
whahites ; hence they are ruptured, or corroded 
by an acrid ftate of the blood, and a violent ir- 
refiftible flux is the confequence. This being 
repeated, produces a general relaxation of the 
uterine veffels, and the relaxation caufes a con- 
tinuance of the complaint ;' for, when by nu- 
tritious diet the veffels begin to fill, the blood, 
finding a weak refiftance in thefe parts, opens 

again, 
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again, and unloads itfelf by frequent and of- 
ten irregular uterine hemorrhages. 


», Extraneous bodies in the uterus, vas 
ulcer, abortions. 


8. In the mind a great fenfibility. 


The fymptoms and effects of an immoderate 
flux of the menfes are in proportion to the 
quantity difcharged and ftrength of the confti~ 
tution®. A large flow may be falutary to fome, 
but highly iujurious to others. It may, by 
Cees all the red particles, produce pale- 


nefs, 
* Anatomical Examinations after Death. 
Morbi a catameniis immodicis.. 
Symptomata. Extifpicia cadaverum. 


Menfes immodici, cum dolori- Tumores cyftici in abdomine. 
bus ventris, conatibus hyfs 

- tericis, crurum & abdomi- 
nis intumefcentia. | 

—— Accedunt tumores in Tumores fteatomofi circa ova- 
hypogaftrio & dein hy- ria, aqua in abdomine. 
drops. 

Menfes immoderatefuunt cum Tumor fteatomatofus circa 
tumore in regione pubis. uterum, 

Scatis cadaveribus per hunc morbum extinétorum in confpec- 
tum veniebant pulmones perduri, tumidi, infar&i, pure, 
exefi. 

Inteftina contraéta, purulenta, putrida. 

Me/fenterium infarétum, tumens, induratum, 

Hepar, maximum, fcirrhofum. 

Lien durus, ingens, faniofus. 

Pancreas mole maximum, fcirrhofum, 

C4 Renes 
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nefs, faintings, coldnefs of the extremities, con- 
vulfions, oedematous fwellings in the feet, ca- 
chexy, droply, hectic fever, and confumption, 

The manner of cure fhould be accommo~ 
dated to the various caufes. © In cafes of ple- 
thora and floridity, bleeding is proper, and a 
very abftemious diet; in the depraved ftate of 
the fluids, a cure will feldom be effected, but 
by reftoring the blood to a proper confiftence, 
and ftrengthening the folids ; extraneous bo- 
dies, if poffible, fhould be remoyed ; ‘the {chir- 
tus and ulcer require a diftinét and peculiar 
treatment. 

The time of adminiftering remedies fhould 
be well confidered ; while the flux is prefent, 
great caution fhould be ufed, The fudden 
floppage has produced dangerous diforders,. as 
coughs, fpitting of blood,’ the fchirrus and 
cancer of the womb *; therefore the attempts, 


Renes calculofi, a fede dimoti. 
Uterus fanguine featens, fcirrhofus, quafi. cartilagineus, pu- 

rulentus, exefus difruptus. . 

In peore & abdomine, ftagnationes ferofe & fordide. 
Ovariorum & tubarum hydrops 5 ; tumores ingentes, fcirrhofi, 
fteatomatofi, bec. 

* From having feen a great variety of cancerous, and 
other womb cafes, I.muft obferve that there have been many 
inftances in which thofe diforders may be traced, to be owing 
to an ill-timed om to ftop the menftrual difcharge by ftyp- 
tics. 

in 
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in general, at this time fhould be to moderate 
the difcharge by reft, tranquillity of mind, and 
' a diminifhed diet, but efpecially of the liquid 
kind to the plethorie: Tn weaknefs, the habit 
muft be fupported by light, nutritious; dry 
diet, and a glafs ‘of red port. - Hot liquid’ food, 
as caudle, &c. increafes the evil: but an almoft 
total abftinence from’ food and’ liquids, by cut- 
ting off the fupply;-will avail more than any 
thing in fafely checking the difcharge, in cony 
junction with cold air. 

“If thefe methods fhould not fucceed, and it 
becomes neceflary to check the difcharge, the 
methods of cure fhould be applied according 
to the diverfity of conftitutions and cafes, 


Remedies for the plethoric and florid before 
the body is much relaxed. 


Small and fometimes répeated bleedings in 
the arm. 4 i 
Gentle laxatives of oil and manna, fal poly- 
chreftum, magnefia, rhubarb, or cremor tartar, 


Terra foliata tartari ad Zfs. 

Sal nitrum ad 5}. diffolved. 
Miftura falina. 

Tinctura rofarum cum pauco nitro. 


Which may be adminiftered alone, or occa- 
fionally with. 
Liquor. anodyn. min, Hoffin. cum nitro. 
Elix, paregor, ad 3j. 
Tina 
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‘Tinctura Thebaic. ad gtt. v. 
Julep. e camphor. ad Zfs. 


Cloths dipped in brandy and vinegar, equal 
parts, and applied cold to the loins. 
Cucurbitule applicate mammis fine fcarifica- 
tone. | 

A cool room, lying coolly ona couch, an id 
{temious diet; but, above all, tranquillity of 


mind. 


Remedies forthe pallid, mervous, and relaxed. 


Cortex Peruvianus ad 3fs. 
Terra Japonica ad Bij. 
— figillat. ad ij. 


Bolus armena ad 3{s, - 


Sanguis dracon. ad ij. 
Elix. vitriol dulc. ad 3}. 
— paregor. ad 3}. 
Infus. fol. papav. cum fummitatibus millefolii & flori- 
bus chamomillz vulgaris. 
. Extract. cort. Peruv. ad 5ij. 
Ligni Campechen. 3fs. 
Camphora ad gr. v. 
Rad, valerian. fylves. ad Di, 
Tinctura rofar. ad Zi). 


———~ corticis Peruv. ad 33. 
—- terre Japon. ad ifs. 

Confeét. damocrat. ad Dj. 

Aq. Selteran. cum vino rubro. 

Liquor. anodynus mineralis Hoffmanni cum vel fine 
pauco opii. ; 


| (ret. ppt. 


: More 
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More powerful remedies of the ftyptic kind, 


which are rarely neceffary, and which fhould 


be ufed very cautioufly, are, 


Alumen.ad gr. xij. diffolved, | 
Serum, aluminofum ad 711}. ter de die, 
Lixivium martis ad gtt. xv. in aqua. | 
Vitriol atb, ad gr. fs. } Diffolved in decoéto corr. 
coerul ad 3 gr. 


Peruy, vel tinct, rofa. 
Colcothar vitrioli. ad gr. xx, 

Tinctura flyptica ad 3}. 

Elix. vitriol. acid. ad gtt. Xxv, 

Flores zinci ad gr, x. 


The tinétura faturnina, and the faccharum 
faturni, are recommended by authors ;. but 
are very dangerous remedies : for befides their 
poifenous qualities, they may occafion pal- 
fies of the flomach, inteftines, or other parts ; 
and though they may have fucceeded in fome 
inftances, who knows how fatal their confe- 
quences have been in others > It is the abfurd- 
ly drawing general conclufions from particu- 
lar inflances of fuccefs, that the ufe of fuch 
preparations, and other numerous errors, have 
been adopted. When erroneous methods of 
cure are fafe and innocent, even though ari- 
fing from weaknefs of under{tanding, or igno- 
rance in the prefcriber, they are, in fome mea- 
fure excufable : but all poifonous and hazard- 
ous remedies fhould be banifhed from practice ; 
' for the prefent limited knowledge in medicine 

does not juftify their application, It may hap; 
| pn 
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pen, that al] medical attempts to ftop the im- 
moderate flux may prove fruitlefs, and death 
‘may be the confequence + in’ which cafe, the 
confcioufnefs of having adopted a fafe-prattice, 
muft be not only fatisfaétory to the friends, but 
likewife to every practitioner of integrity. 


rate gi a. See 


For the plethoric and florid, when the flux is 
recent, ame | 


Gentle, cooling laxatives in thefe cafes fhould 
be cautioufly prefcribed, as any irritation on 
the rectum may fenfibly affeét the uterus, and 
increafe the flux. For the fame reafon, all 
warm clyfters are abfolutely improper. 


Nowi.0R. Crem. tart. -3j. 
—— Mann. opt. 3fs. folv. 
Aq. com. ij. 
M. f. hauftus, pro re nata Teast. 
No. 12. BR. Ol. amydal. dulc. 3vj. 
Manne opt. 3fs. ad 3}. folv. in ir 
Aqua pura Zifs.; deinde adde | 
Mucilag. gum. arab. 3ij. M..f. hauftus. 
No. 13. R. Pulv. rhei. gr. xij, ad 3. 
; Magnes, alb. calcinat. 3]. 
Aq, menth, vulg. fimp. Zifs. 
Tint. fenz Ziij- M. f. hauftus. 


To check the impetuous circulation, 
Sanguis mittendus ad 3vj. 3viij. vel Zxij., | 
If there be no contraindication. 
No. 
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No. rq. BR. Sal. nitr. gr. x. ad Dj. 
Aq. pure Zifs. fyr. papav. errat. 3j. M. f. 


hauftus, ter vel quater in die fumendus. 


To this draught may be added of julep e 
camphor. 3fs., and inftead of the fyr. papav. 
from 3 to 10 drops of tinctura thebaica, if it: 
may be fafely given. : 


No. 15. Re Tine, rofar. ifs, | 
Sal. nitr. purifs. gr.v. ad xij. vel ad 3fs. M. f. 
hauftus, quarta quaque hora fumendus. 


No. 16. ,. Liquor. anodyn. min. Hoffman. gtt. xx. ad Lx. 
Aq. pure ifs. 
Sal. nitr. g.. vel 5j. fyr. papav. errat.. j. M. 
f. hauftus, ter vel quater de die fumendus. 


All ftimulants and cordials fhould be, if pof- 
fible, omitted: but, in cafe of naufea, to the 
foregoing draughts may be added, 


Tinctura ftomachica ad 3iij. 
cinnamomi ad 7iij. 


Confect. cardiac. ad gr. xv. 
Aq. cinnam. fimp. . 
—-— menth. vul. fimp. 

> ——- nuc. mofchat. 


FORMUL & 


For the pallid, nervous, and relaxed. 


Laxatives, if abfolutely neceflary, are, 


Tinctura rhet ad Zfs. 
-————— — fena ad 3vj. in aqua. sere. 
Magnefia 
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Magnefia alba ad 3j. 
Rhubarb. ad gr. xij. cum 3j. crem. tart. 


To check the immoderate flux : 


No. 17. Ry. Tine. terra Japon. 31s 
Elix. vitriol. dulc. 3). 
Aq. com Zifs, M. f. hauftus. 
No. 18. R. Tinct. rofar. 33. 
Vittiol. alb. gr. } vel 2. M. f. hauftus, bis vel 
ter in die fumendus. 
No. 19. R. Tinct. Thebaic. gtt. v. vel x. 


Elix. vitriol. dulce. 3j. M. f. hauftus quarta 
quaq. hora fumendus. | 


For the nervous, who cannot bear the more 
powerful opiates : 


No. 20. R.. Camphor. pulv. gr. iij,ad v. 
Pulvs rad. valerian. fyly. gr. xx. ad Dij. 
Confect. damocrat. gr. x. ad xv. fyr. fimp. q. 
s. M. f. bol. ter in die futnendus fuperbibendo 
3ij. tincture rofarum, vel infus. rad. valerian, 


If great pain attend, and opiates be thought — 
neceflary ; 


| BR. Liquor. anodyn. min. Hoff. gtt. xx. ad xv. 

Decoét. pectoral. Zifs. 

Tinét. Thebaic. gtt. v. ad x. bis vel ter in die fue 
mendus. 


~ 


If a cough fhould be troublefome ; 


RK. Elix. paregor. 3 j.: 
Aq. com. Zifss M. f. hauftus, ter vel quater in die fu- 
mendus. | qi 


/ 


Or; 
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Or, an oleous. or fperma ceti draught with 
opium, | 


In this laft cafe, all aftringents are improper. 


More powerful prefcriptions. 
k.. Extract cort. Peruv. Zfs. 


Aq. cinnam. fimp. 31). fyr. papav. errat. Zis, M. capiat 
coch. parv. tertia quaq. hora, in tinct. rofar, 


Of the ftyptie kind, and moft powerful, but 
not always fafe, and rarely neceflary : 
k.. Flor. zinc. gr. v. ad x. 


Tindt. rofar. Zij. M. f. hauftus, ter vel quater de die 
fumendus. 


Ligatures applied to the extremities are ad- 
vantageous. 
BR. Alumen. gr. x. folve in aq. cinnam. fimp. 3ij. 


Sanguin. dracon. gr. xv. 
Tind&t. Thebaic. gtt. v. M, f. kam ter vel quater de © 


die fumendus. 


It happens fometimes, that neither opiates 
nor ftyptic remedies will ftop the hamorrhage, 
until the quantity of blood is greatly diminith- 
ed in the whole body, and then the emptinefs 
of the veflels proves the cure. 


Thefe are the general methods of treatment 
during the immoderate difcharge of the cata- 
menia: but the utmoft efforts fhould be ufed to 
prevent hemorrhages; this can beft be effected 


between the periods. 
The 
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The treatment between’ the periods ad +h 
difcharge fhould be directed, f 


1. To prevent the fulnels of the vellels, 


2, Té ftrengthen the folids in general, and 
the uterine veflels in particular. 


3. To reftore the blood from a ferous, or 
acrid, to a. juft confiftence,; and a mild balfamic 
ftate, 


4 To allay nervous fenfibility. 


As hemorrhages feldom happen, unlefs there 
be a fufficient quantity of bleod in the body to 
rupture the veffels, one principal part of the 
cure confifts in not only obtaining, but. pre- 
ferving a diminifhed quantity of blood, by 
a great abjffinence from liquids; for by this 
means, the very fources of fupply are cut off. 
Tf little be drank, the blood veffels, which:are, 
or have been, diftended beyond their proper di- 
menfions, will gradually contract themfelves to 
their original fize, acquire ftrength daily, and 
‘not having fo large a column of blood to civ: 
culate, they will refiftthe morbid difpofition of 
nature to evacuate fo violently the catameénia. 
{f the ufual fupply of liquids; of whatever 
quality, be indulged'in, the profpects of cure 
will be ‘very doubtful, and in fome cafes im- 
poffible. Tea, coffee, and fuch liquids, there- 
fore, fhould be avoided, or uated very fpa- 
ringly. Eu 

For 


* 
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»] 


’ For breakfaft. — Hartfhorn fhavings, or ifin- 
giafs, boiled in water to a jelly, a little of” 
which may be mixed with milk ; but the quan- 
tity fhould never exceed a fmall teacup full or 
«wo, with a dry toaft, | 

‘Simolina, rice, fago, and falep, or a thin cho- 
celate, with fome ground rice. 

If tea cannot be difpenfed with, it may be. 
mixed with the yolk ef a new-laid egg and 
milk: but in all cafes the ftate of the ftomach 
and natural wnclinations of each individual, 
fhould be confulted and accommodated in the 
manner leaft likely to difagrce. 


Dinner.—All foups and liquid food whatever 
fhould be avoided, as likewife the falt and | 
fpicy. Fith may be eaten. 


Lean parts of meat, roaft or boiled, and po- 
tatoes, or poultry, with little or no vegetables, 
or leguminous food, witl be proper ;_as thefe 
laft caufe flatulency, and excite a flimulus. 

Large draughts of fmall beer, water, or any 
other liquors, are improper; but, inftead, a 
little wine and water, and even porter, may be 
ufed; though the quantity fhould be propor- 
tioned to the other food, conftitution, and ex- 
ercifes of the patient. 

Fruits fhould be ufed very moderately. 

Tea-time. — No tea, or not above one {mali 
@ith, fhould be drank in the afternoen. 

i D Supper 
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Supper. — Little or no fupper, except dey 
toaft, and a {mall portion of wine and watery. 
or porter. ; 

Bleeding a few days before the difcharge ig’ 
expected, is fometimes ufeful, ~ 

Coftivenefs fhould be particularly attended 
to, prevented, or removed: but this without 
purging, or exciting much ftimulus in the 
rectum. Lac fulphur and magnefia, cremor 
tartari, lenitive eleétuary, fal polychreftum, 
manna, oil, ftewed prunes, rhubarb in powder 
or extract; or, in fome cafes, the pilula ex Cco- 
locynth. fimplicior. ad gr. il. vel vj. according 
to the diverfity of the conftitutions, may be re- 
commended. | 

Gentle exercife and a clear air will prove 
greatly advantageous, 


Thefe methods, without or with little medi-~ 
cine, will frequently fucceed in removing the 
very caufes of the uterine hemorrhage; by 
leffening the blood’s motion and quantity, 
changing its quality, and trengthening the fo- 
lids in general. 


To reftore the uterine veflels in particular ; 
general or partial cold bathing in the fea, or 
cold bath, or in what the French call bideé, 
may be ufeful, when ufed with great circum- 
{pection : but, above all, placidity of the mind, 
and refifting thofe natural impulfes as much ag, 

i poflible 
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| poffible, which direct a flux of fluids to the 


uterus. 
When the repeated hemorrhages have made 
great ravages in the conftitution; when the 
craflamentum of the blood is in a great mea- 
fure deftroyed ; the face extremely pallid; a 
ferum or lymph circulates through the whole 
fyftem, and all the functions, natural, animal, 
and vital, are injured; the modes of cure mut 
be varied according to the circumftances.. In 
; general, however, the bark, bitters, and refto- 
ratives, in conjunctien with the prefcribed diet, 
may often fucceed. If the bleed -be in an acrid 
ftate, then the pulvis mineralts purificans, cin- 
nabarine preparations, and demulcents, proper- 
ly applied, may avail: but if any of the prin- 
cipal vifcera be very much affected, all medical 

affiftance whatever proves fruitlefs. : 
To allay nervous fenfibility, the mind mut 
be particularly attended to, and all objects or 
ideas that engage the attention, or-excite emo- 
tions of the foul, fhould, as much as poffible, 
be fuppreffed or removed. In thefe circum- 
ftances, patients fhould endeavour to fecond 
the efforts of the phyfician, by a determined 
calmnefs and placidity of the mind; for with- 
out this, medicine will not fucceed. The, re- 
medies moft proper will be thofe of the ner- 
sous kind, which allay irritation without heat- 
D 2 ing 


“ 
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ing the habit or quickening the circulation, as 
valerian root, camphor, eC. 


Praétical Admonitions and Obfervations. 


In regulating the neceflary abftinence from 
drinks, no particular ftandard with regard to 
quantity can be eftablifhed : but this fhould be 
determined by the effeéts liquids have in the 
conftitution ; the excretions of urine, perfpira- 
tion, and the peculiarities of each. habit confi- 
dered individually. 

An immoderate \flow of the menfes is fre- 
quently accompanied with naufea and vomit- 
ings from extreme nervous fenfibility, and the 
fympathetic confent of parts. In fuch inftances 
both medicine and food increafe the ficknefs 
and vomitings ; therefore neither fhould be ad- 
miniftered, So great is the fenfibility at fuch 
times, that the leaft {mell of any thing, not 
even difagreeable, will excite vomiting ; and 
every effort to difcharge upwards what may be 
on the ftomach, occafions a rapid flow of the 
uterine flux. 


The learned Dr. Cullen, of Edinburgh, pro- 
poles this query ; whether gentle emetics would 
not be advantageous in an immoderate uterine 
hemorrhage ? If long experience and ftrict 
obfervation in practice may determine this quef: 
tion, in oppofition to a vifionary theory, the 

anfwez 


FEMALE DISEASES, &. 37 


an{wer is, no; and fuch a rough practice might 
in a few minutes deftroy the patient. In moft 
ef the cafes where the uterine floodings have 
proved fatal, vomiting is one of the moft de- 
ftructive fymptoms ; its ation always increafes. 
the difcharge to a dreadful degree. As, there- 
fore, it arifes commonly from fympathy with 
the uterus, and from no difeafe in the ftomach, 
increafing its force by a vomit, muft more or 
lefs be attended with dangerous confequences *. 


The immediate connection of the uterus and 
rectum. forbids the ufe of warm or laxative 
clyfters, vemits or irritating purgatives, as they 
would increafe the menftrual evacuation. 

No opiates fhould be ufed until it be firft 
known whether the patient can bear them ; for 
fmall dofes, even five drops of liquid lauda- 
num, in very nervous and irritable habits, have 
produced dangerous conyulfions, 


*. Practitioners fhould always recollect, that what may 
prove very efficacious in one country, may do irreparable mif- 
chief in another. In Scotland, notwithftanding the coldnefs 
of the climate, I have feen people walking half naked, with- 
out fhoes or ftockings; the food is chiefly oatmeal and fmall 
beer ; the habitations unclean. This hard way of living may 
produce a conftitution that may bear rough and violent methods 
of cure: but praétitioners in medicine fhould be extremely 
cautious how they introduce German, Dutch, or Scotch me? 
thods of praclice in London, where people are reared, and live 


in quite a different manner. — 


Se: D3 The 
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The more powerful aftringents, or ftyptics, 
fhould never be ufed but in cafes of the moft 
urgent neceffity, and, even then, in fmall defes. 
When the patient is recovering, the dict’ 
fhould be nutritious, but fmal] in quantity, and 
gradually increafed. ‘Fhe ufual food fhould 
not be permitted, until there be no probability 
of a return of the diforder. 


Of the ging Heche S, or Wares. 


A. periodical or eonthtual difcharge ve 
white, pale, greenifh, or yellow humor, from 
the uterme veffels, is called the Fluor Albus *. 


It is commonly accompanied with a wafting 
of the body, palenefs, debility, headach, pain 
in the back and loins, lofs -of sa paca and. 
nebulous or turbid urine. 


The remote caufes are, a tender and delicate 
conftitution of the body; too great humidity, 
either from liquids or moift air; coftivenefs ; 
falt or vifcid diet; too much fleep or indul- 


* Synonima & definitiones a variis {criptoribus. 

Sauvages. — Leucorrhea ferofo-flavez, vel puriformis ma~ 
teriz ex utero delapfus. | : 

. Linneus. — Muci e finu muliebri effluxus. 

| Kogelius, — Fluor albus. Nimia myci aut ichoris ex vulva: 
profufio. 

Fr. Hofmannus. — Cachexia uterina five fluor albus. 
: J. Funcker, we Fluor albus. 

| gence 
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pence in bed; a fedentary life; fuppreffion, or 
an entire ceflation df the catamenia; frequent 
abortions; laborious and difficult labors; vio- 
lent exercife; affections of the mind. 

The itnniediate caufes are a morbid affection 
of thofe veffels in the uterus that pour out the 
catamenia *, 


The 


* Authors have not perfeetly agreed on this matter. 
Hofman fays, — Nil itaque eft dubii, quin per eadem vafa; 
 wias & poros fluxus materie mucide contingat, e quibus ipfe 
menftruus fanguis fertur, atqite hujus adverté evidens argue 
mentum eft; quod menfibus fuppreffis; fluor albus in quibuf- 
dam, loco horum fuperveniens obfervetur. 

Heifier, {peaking de menftruorum fontibus, p. 87, fays, — 
Quibus obfervationibus variifque rationibus nixus, haturam in 
hoc negotio variare, & modo per uterum, modo per vaginam; 
modo forte per utraqtie loca exire, cum Friendio+, Morgagno, 
& Vatero t¢ exiftimo. 

De Graaf. — Cum de fluore albo menftruorum nobis hic 
fermo fit, alia dificultas oboritur, num fcilicer fluor ille, fi 
continuus exiftat, a gonorrhoea fit diftingueidus ? Ita nam: 
que inter fe conveniunt, ut nifi mentem adhibeat medicus; 
pre fimilitudine facile in errorem abeat, quanquam a diverfis 
partibus procedant, & per diftin€&ta loca excernantur: fiqui> 
dem fluor iifdem, quibus menftrua fluunt, dutibus ejici+ 


tur, &c. 


Gonorrheeatn vero ex glandulofo corpore provenire, . 
& per lacunas circum & in meatus urinatii exitu collocatas 
erumpere, cadaveris ali cujus mulietis hoc vitio infecti diffe€tio 
palam fecit; nam utero ejufque vagina innoxiis, corpus glan- _ _ 
dulofum five proftatas urethre circumpof%tas folum mdlé af 
fe&tas vidimus. 

+ In emmenologia. t De utero grayido, 


Ds Morgagni 
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The color, confiftence, and quality of- the 
fluor albus greatly differ in different conftitu- 
tions. 


Morgagni de fedibus & caufis morborum, lib. iii. epift. 
xlvii. 
Ob, 11.— Mulicbris fluoris fontes ivi utero plerumque funt. 
Rarum eft enim quod in Hiftoria Regie Academie Parienfis 
‘degitur ; ex amplo alterius ovarii abfceffu, quocum tuba com- 
municabat, in hance purulentum,ferum, ex eaque in uterum, 
ex hoc denique in vaginam defluxiffe. Ipfe autem uterus feri 
fons eft multicoloris aut fimplicis, aut purulenti, &c. 


Ob, rz.—Cum mucum, fecundum naturam fe habentem, ° 


uteri ofculo, & proxime# cervicis parte abfterfiflem ; compri- 
mendo inferiorem uteri fundum, cervieem, & ofculi uterini 
coronam, prodive ex his locis omnibus, & ordinate quidem, 
‘vidi albam craffiufculam materiam, quz unde albus fluor pro- 
veniffet, non obfcure fignificavit. 

_ Ob. 14.—Cum incidiffem fundi cavum, inveni humida 
materia plenum ex albo in flavum & fubviridem colorem ver- 
gente.” Qua deterfa, fundi interior facies apparuit, in minute 
albida tubercula paffim excrefcens, &c. , 

» In fpeaking of the early appearance of the diforder ; 

Ob. 15.—+ Noli autem miravi quod in puelia id ztatis 14. 
annoram cffe potuerit muliebris Auor. Pluribus enim circa 
pubertatis initia incepit, nonnullis etiam vel multo citius, raro 
quidem, non fecug ac raro, fed revera multo citius menftruo- 


rum fluxus eft obfervatus. Lege obfervationem nobilis puelle 


novem circiter annorum a muliebri fluore perfanatz, imo alte- 


rius qua illa minor annis duobus, eodem morbo tenebatur, & 
quafi ferum laétis nondum clarificatum emittebat copiofe, non 
fine ardore aliquo & pruritu. 

In my courfe of female praétice, ‘I have known fimilar in- 
Rances happen at an earlier period. | 

Many cafes follow of excrefcences being found in the 


uterus. 
Ob, 


FEMALE DISEASES, &. . gt 


Floris, In the florid, it is commonly white and 
vifcid : but in’ thofe of a thin, pale, or fcor- 
butic habit, varioufly difcoloured, ferous, and 
fometimes acrimonious. Thefe varieties feem 
to depend on, the ftate of the blood, and indi- 
cate the neceflity es applying diferent modes of 
CUTS. , ; 


Ob. 23. Virginis annos nate triginta tres, &c. — Interéa 
dum hac experirer, & iis qui, aderant, demonftrarem, excref- 
centias binas animadverti, alteram in fundi latere dextro cer- 
vice proximi, alteram paululo infra in eodem cervicis latere.. 
Parva erat utraque & ex veficulis compaéta fimilibus. Verum 
fecando, qua inferiorem faciebant naturalem mucum dedere, 
& que fuperiorem, limpidam aquam. : 

Lieutand, pr. med. J. 538.—~ Cadaverum fcrutatio Crake 
imtricatiflimi morbi indolem parum elucidat. quidquid enim 
inter diffe€tionem oculis fubjicitur, nihil aliud eft quam ef- 
fetus morbofus a genuina caufa multum difcrepans, id genus 
funt uteri, ovariorum, tubarum, cxterarumque partium ge~ 
nitalium lefiones; horum organorum infarctus, vel -infolita 
crafhties, exulcerationes, putrefcentia, gangrena, &c. | 

Nec major lux affulget ex introfpedtis vilceribus, que di- 


verfimode labefa€tata fe prebent. 
From a varitty of opportunities in examining whether the 


fluor albus is only a difcharge from the urerine veffels or va- 
gina, the following is the refult of the obfervations. — 

. That in plethoric and full habits, this difcharge does 
re flow from the veflels or glandular parts of the va- 
gina 5 and. when this is the cafe, it is white, vifcid, and be- 
nigne 

. That in cacheétic hebics it spribielpally Ronee from the 
uterus, and is various in colorand confiftence ; but commonly 
of a thinnifh and ferous nature ; and if acrimonious, a deeper 


tinge is feen round the margin of the fpor. 


The 
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_ The greateft number, however, will be cured 
by the following, or fimilar prefcriptions ; but 
particularly the debilitated. 


No. 26. R. Calomel ppt. gr. vj. 
Pil. Rufi Sij. M. f. pilula N°. xij. fumat 
unam omni nocte. 

_ No. 27. R. Limat. mart. prep. 3vj. vel colcoth. vitriol. 
pulv. 3fs. 

Palvy. cort. Peruv. 3}. 

Spec. aromat. 3ij. oo | . 

Syr. fimp. q. s. f. elect. cujus capiat q. N. Me 


bis vel ter in die, 


, 


This diforder is not common to the plethoric 
and florid: but when it happens, an antiphlo- 
giftic regimen, cooling evacuations, occafion- 
ally, and exercife, will beft fucceed. | 


~ Pulv. rad. jalap. ad gr. xij. 
 Nitrum ad gr. xv. 
Sal polychreftum ad 3}. 
Cremor tartari ad 31j. 
Electarium lenitivum ad 3}j. 
Magnefia alba ad ifs. | “ 
Lac fulphuris ad 3}. 
Spirit nitri dule. ad gtt. xxx. 
No. 28. R. Pulv. rad. jalap. gr. viij. ad gr. xij. 
— fal. nitr. gr. x. 
Aq. com. 3ifs. fyr. fimp. qe s. M. f. ati Cikte 


No. 29. R. Eleét. lenitiv. 33). 

Lac fulph. 33}. 
Pulv. jalap. 3ifs. fyr. fimp. q. s. M. f. elott. 
cujus capiat q. N. M. bis vel ter in feptimana. 


oo. 4 K- Sal 
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we 


No. 30. K. Sal. polychreft. 3ij. foly. in aq. com, . ZyijG. : 
Spt. nitr. dulce. 31). fyr. croci q, 8. M. f. mif= 
tura, cujus capiat coch. i iij. ter de die. 
No. 31. RB. Sal. polychreft. 
—— nitr. aa gr, x. M. f.. pulvis, bis de die fu- 
mendus ex eyatho aque pure. 


= 


* When the fluor albus is of various colors,, 
not acrid, and the patient pale, languid, and 
debilitated, aloetic laxatives, or rhubarb given: 
at proper intervals, ftomachics, chalybeates, 
and preparations of bark, turpentine, and vi- 
triol, will be proper with cold bathing. 

As the effeé?s of the difeafe by an examina- 
tion after death are perceived to have been con- 
geftions in the abdominal vifcera, arifing from 
obftruction, nothing can be.more rational than, 
to prefcribe mercurials, antimonials, or chaly- 
beates, in fmall dofes, as the moft certain deob- 
ftruents, and averters of thofe effects. | 


Aloetica purgantia cum calomel ad’gr. fs. vel gr. j. al- 
terna quaque noéte. 
Terebenthinae Chio 
—e¢ Cypro { ad Sifs. 
——-— Veneta 
Tonica and aftringentia omnia. See Immoderate Flow 
of Menfes. 

“Tinétura Guaiacina fimp. ad 3ifs. 
vol. ad 3}. 
Balfamum Copaiba ad gtt. xl. 
Canadenfe ad gtt. xxxx, 
Peruvianum ad gtt. xxxvj. 


Balfamum. 
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Balfamum Traumaticum ad gtt. xxxx. 
Spt.. terebenth. ether. ad gtt. xij. ex cyatho aque 
pure, vel viniaqua diluti bis vel ter de dic. 


FORMU L As 
No. 32. BR. Terebenth. e Chio ij. 
Extract. rhubarb. @fs. 
Colcoth. vitriol. 5j. fyr. balfam. q.s. ME. f. 


pilula mediocres ; capiat 1}. vel 11j. mane & notte. 


No. 33. RB. Gum. oliban. 36. : 
Sacchar. alb. 3j. tere fimul ;. deinde add. 
Tin. cort. Peruv. 3}. 
Aq. cinnam. ten Zifs. M, f. hauftus bis vel ter 
‘de die fumendus. 


No. 34. Ry. Extract. gentian. ry 
cort. Peruv. aa 3]. M. f. pilule N°, 
XXX. capiat ij. ter de die fuperbibendo cochy il}. 


mifture fequentis. 
No. 35. Ry. Infus. amar. 3vijfs. 
‘ -'Tinét. valerian 3yj. 
Elix. vitriol. dulc. 31}. Ms f, miftura. 
No. 36. Ry. Pulv. cort. Peruv. Zifs. 
Balf.. Copaiy. fs. fyr. balfam. q. 3. M. f. 
elect. cujus capiat q. N. M. bis de die fuperbi- 


bendo hautft. fequent. 
No. 37. Ry. Vin. chalybeat. 3}. : 
Infuf. amar. Zifs. M. f. hauftus. 
Or, *, : 


Na. 38. . Decoét. cort. Peruy. Zifs. 
Elix, vitriol. acid. ‘gtt. xv. 
Tinct. ftomach. 3iij. horis duabus ante prat- 

dium fuimend. quotidie. . 
Or, 

No. 39. R. Liquor, anodyn. min. Hoff. 3ifs. 
Tinct. facre Zfs. M. capiat. gtt. lx. bis vel ter 
de die ex : ae infufi flor. chameemel. 


Fumes 
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Fumes of tacamahac, mattich, amber, gum 
benzoin, and thuf. are ufeful, applied to the 
uterus, or rather vagina. 

If the difcharge be acrimonious, fo as to ir- 
yitate, or excoriate the vagina, the cure will be 
beft effeéted ; evacuations being premifed. 


By changing the whole mafs of depraved hu-- 
mors to a milder ftate, chiefly by alteratives 
from the mineral kingdom ; and afterwards, if 
neceflary, a | 

By ftomachics, cortex Peruvianus, bitters, 
and chalybeates, the cold bath, &c.. 

® 


REMEDIA. 


Pulvis mineral. purif. fort. ad 5j. ter de diey 

Mercurius faccharat. (Eding. ph.) ad gr. ij. 

fEthiops mineralis ad Dj. 

Cinnabar faétitia ad 9}, bis de die. 

Mere. dulc. fexies fub. gr g ad gr. fs, omni notte, » 
» Pil. mercuriales ad g. ij. bis in die. 


FORMUL #, 


No. 40. K. Pulv, miner, purif, fort. gr. xxv. vel 3fs. 
Aq. pure Zifs, 
Mucjlag. gum, Arab. gifs, M. f. hauft, bis ve 
ter de die fumend. 


No. 41. R. Cinnab. faét. 
Pulv. rhabarb. aa %j. fyr. balfam. q. s, M. f. 
pilule N°, xxx. capiat ij. bis de die. 


Or, 
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Or, | 307 
Wo. 42. BR. Merc. facchar. Pharm. Edinb. 5j. 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. M. f, pilula N°. x. ca 
piat unam alternis noctibus. 


No. 43. B.. Cinnab. fact. 3j. 
Campher. pulv. 3fs. fyr. balfam. q. M. f. pi- 
lule N°. xxx. capiat ij. bis vel ter de die, 
No. 44. R. Merc. dulc. fex. fub. ppt. gr. v. 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. M. f. pilula No. xv. ca- 
piat unam bis vel ter sn feptimana, 
No. 45. R.. Pulv. mineral. purif. mit. : 
e tragacanth.c. aa 311j. M. dividendus in 
xx. dofes, capiat unam ter de die ex cyatho aque 


puree. 


During the adminiftration of thefe altera- 
tives, all acids and falt diet fhould be avoided. 

_ After evacuants, injections of aqua vegeto mi- 
neralis, or weak folutions of vitriol alb. may be 
‘ufed; but never until the caufes are removed. 

Thefe are the means by which the cure of 
the fluor albus, arifing from. different caufes, 
be attained. 

In the firft, the cure feems to be effected by 
diminifhing the fuperabundance of the fluids... 

In the fecond, by reftoring the tone of the 
ftomach and inteftines ; by which a more nutri- 
rious chyle is feparated and received ; ; on which 
all good health depends. 

The third, by directing powerful remedies 
in {mall dofes to the minute fyftem, fo as never 
to difturb or ftimulate the conftitution ; by 

opening 
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epening all the glandular fecretions and excre- 
tions, and by diminifhing the load of morbific 
fluids, the moft falutary effects are experienced. 


_ There i is, however, a fourth means of cure, 

without which all the others may fail; tran- 
quillity of mind, clear pure air, moderate ex~’ 
ercife, and a judicious diet. 


Admonitions and Prattical Obfervations. 


The fuddenly checking the difcharge by ~ 
aftringents, internally or externally applied, 
efpecially before proper evacuations, and other 
caufe-removing remedies *, may prove very 
injurious to the conftitution. What fhould be 
evacuated may be abforbed by the lymphatic 
fyftem, and produce flow nervous fevers, hectic 
and confumptive complaints; calamitous, ca- 
chetic, and chronic difeafes; fchirrus and can- 
cerous ulcers of the uterus, It is, therefore, 
much fafer to wait patiently for a cure being 
effected by the gradual and almoft impercepti- 
ble changes produced in the whole conftitu- 
tion; this may frequently depend on well- 
planned diet and alterative medicine, 


Before any means of cure are adopted, the 


* This word I fhould imagine may be aptly applied to mes 
dical writings. Cures are either palliative or radical: what 
moves caufes may, therefore, be called caufe-removing res 
medies, in contradiftinCtion to palliatives. sik op 
quantity 
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quantity and quality of the difcharge fhould be’ 
afcertained ‘by viewing .the linen. To a tkilfaal 
-and experienced phyfician, this will not only 
indicate what remedies will be moft eligible, 
but accurate prognoftics may be formed.of the 
eafe or difficulties to be encountered in the | 
cure, and likewife the ftate of the patient’s 
habit. In proportion as the evacuation is co- 
pious, ferous, and acrimonious, fo will its re- 
moval require a longer or fhorter fpace of 
time. 


Large dofes of powerful mercurials, draflic 
purges, and even cantharides, and preparations 
of lead, are recommended internally by fome 
authors. Such medicines fhould be avoided 
in moft cafes, particularly to delicate females, 

as they may prove deftructive, 


The diforder is flow in its advances, feldom 
urgent or ferious in its confequences, and there- 
fore does not require very de/perate remedies. 


Previous 


© The deftructive effeéts of ¢antharides, preparations of 
fead, and other poifons, may be colleéted from the following 
obfervations of the truly great Hoffman. E 

¥. Hoff. lib. it. — De hyofcyamo, memorabilis eft locus m 
Scribon. Largo, c. 188. dum ait: hyofcyamum qui biberunt 
caput grave venifque diftentum habent, mente abalienantur 
cum verborum altercatione, unde etiam nomen herba trahit 
altercum : poftea fopiuntur & omni fenfu carent, livefcentibus 
gnembris corum. 


Similar 
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» Previous to prefcribing the mineral alteras 
og a {mall pica may be neceflary, efpe- 
I 98. “its nap 

Similar, effeéts are sited ba a sb eaiies of the roots sf 
hemlock. Mathiolus in comment. Diofcorid, lib. vi. ‘cap. Ile 
Many examples may be feen in Wepfer. 

Que veneni vim ac naturam amulantur medicamenta, in 
eorum numero funt emetica & purgantia draftica five vehe- 
mentiora; funt etiam ftupefaQliva quedam ex mercurio male 
preparata, . . 

Ex emeticis multum vehementie & virulente qualitatis ha 
bent ftibiata, prefertim in fubftantia data, ut antimonii vie 
trum, mercurius vite, crocus metallorum, falphur aura- 


tum, &c. 


De venenis foporificis papaver, opium, ad ftupefadctiva vero, | 
que valentioris funt virtutis, omnia ex mandragora, hyof- 


cyamo, folano; ftramonio, datura, pertinent. 
De ceteris medicamentis virulentam naturam referentibus. 
_Cantharides, nux vomica, & medicamenta ex metallis, auroy 
venere & faturno parata quorum non adeo tutus ufus eft. 
Ex omnibus, que inimica nature funt, nullum eft, quod 


tam valide & tam graviter inteftina earumque tonum deftruat, 


Repetita fi fuerit etiam minor 
Quod Galli la poudre 


de fucceffion vocant, faturnine effe profapie conflat. 


quan falurnina quedams 


dofis, lenta morte homines tollunt. 


From lead in wines, 

Plura de hifce legi poffunt in Mifcellan. Nat. Curios. dec. iii. 
anno.iv. ob. 30. 92- & 10, item dec, i. annolil, 131. & 
in Hoffman. in differtatione de metallurgia morbifica. 

Scribonius Largus. 184. p. 1@t. Diofcorides Anazarbeus, 
hib..6. cap. 27... Cefalpinus, lib, ili. cap. 24. 

Borellus, cent. iv» 0b. 32. — Obfervatione digna memoriz 
reliquit: habui amicum, qui facchari faturni nimiam haufit 
quantitate, ut tamquam paralyticus & fere mortuus factus fit ; 

kK Figebant 


- 
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cially if the patient be young, and the difeafe 
accompanied with a turgency of the veffels.: 
the quantity, however, extracted, fhould not 
exceed above four or fix ounces ; and this will 
be improper, if the legs fhould be cedema- 
tous. ee 3 

When the diforder has been of-long.continu- 
ance, either from neglect, or injudieious treat- 
ment, a great relaxation of the whole fyftem is 
the confequence ; in which inftances, the Bath 
waters, and others of the chalybeate clafs, have 
been ufed.with extraordinary fucceds. 


After the diforder is .cured, there often re- 
mains a great relaxation of the feminary veffels 
and glandular fyftem, productive of an eject 
tion of gelatinous lymph upon any flight emo- 
tions of the mind, or ‘bodily efforts: thefe 
fymptoms are beft removed by the cold bath, 
‘bark, and vitriolic preparations. 


In every cafe, the original caufes.of the dif- 


yigebant membra ejus, tamquam cengelatus & apoplcficus 
erate 

I myfelf was witnefs of a perfon being deftroyed by only 
taking ten drops of Goulard’s extract diluted in water, to the 
ftrength of the vegeto-mineral water. 

The inftance of Mr. Hankey was a very extraordinary 
efcape: this gentleman drank a glafs full of the extrad? of 
fead; I was immediately fent for, and by a very fuccefsful 
management faved his life. See this extraordinary cafe, and 
its mode of treatment, in my other work on poifons, &c. 


eale 
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eafe fhould be accurately inveftigated, and fkil- 
fully removed. 


Particular attention is required, left the ulcer 
of the womb or bladder, or the gonorrhoea, be 
miftaken for this diforder. 


The firft is aceompanied with pains fimilar to 
labor ; a very foetid difcharge ; anda {chirrus of 
the os uteri; ulcers, or fiffures. 


The fecond may be known by difficulty of — 
urine, acute pains at the neck of the bladder, 
immediately under the pubis, and by purulent 
pus in the urine. 


The third is difcoverable by the ardor urina, 
inflammation of the clitoris, and acrimony of 
the difcharge, iffuing from the female urethra, 
or lacunar glands, &c. 


The fluor albus is generally without pain, 
though if very acrid, it may produce fmarting, 
and excoriation of the parts. | 


On the Hysteric Passion. 


Flatulency in the inteftines and ftomach, and 
a fenfation of a globe afcending in the cefopha- 
gus, and conftringing the fauces, fo as to 
threaten fuffocation, is nominated Paffio Hyfteri- 
¢a, or the hyfteric paffion: but itis generally ac- 
companied with a variety of other fymptoms. 

This diforder being complicated, may be di- 
2, vided, 


(ry 
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vided into three fpecies; by which means_ if 
_will be more clearly comprehended, and more 
methodically treated. 


1. Pafio hyfterica flatulenta, ox the flatulent 


hyfteric paffion. 


11. Pafio hyfterica convulfiva, or the convul- 
five hyfteric paffion. 

rir. Pafiio byfterica flertorofa vel apopledtica, 
or the ftertorofe apoplectic hyfteric paffion. 

‘Fhere might be delivered many other {pecies 
and fubdivifions of this complex difeafe, origi~ 
nating from various caufes, agitating the human 
body and mind with great vehemence. 

The /ympioms common to all the f{pecies be- 
fore the fit commences, are; general debility ; 
an unaccountable lownefs of fpirits ; liftleffnefs, 
and melancholte ideas ; a total averfion to any 


thing 


* Synonima & definitiones a variis fcriptoribus. 

The ancients fuppofed this diforder to be a fuffocation of the 
womb, from their inaccurate knowledge in anatomy, and called 
it nnd 7% ev yargl.—— Hippocrat. fedt. ve 602, 16 & 29. & 
aliis locis. 

Sydenham, Afli&tto hy ferica, 

Sauvagesy Hyfteria, 13.5. fc® MX, 

Artuum organorumque etiam internorum fpafmus clonicus 
tonicufve, paroxyfmis fugacibus leviter variantibus, cum mors 
tis formidine intenfifima. 

Stahlianis, Malum hyftcrico-hypochondriacum. Melan- 
cholia nervea Illuft, Lorry. Itterifmo Cocchi, Bagni de Pifa. 


Linn US ¢ 
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ching requiring attention; grief, fear, forrows, 
fafpicions, anxiety, agitate the mind violently ; 
dulnefs, or increafed fenfibility, in all the ex- 
ternal and internal fenfes ; faintings, watchful- 
nefs, drowfinefs, or ftupor. : 


-. The patient is reftlefs at night, or has: trou- 
blefome dreams, with evident marks of indi- 
geftion ; is frightened by the inéubus, or night 
mare ; receives no benefit from fleep ; relaxa- 
tion inereafes every day; and the mind 1s agi 
tated. on the moft trifling occafions with furprile 


and timidity. | 


The eyes dazzle, er are dim, or have a cor- 
fufed vifion ; s Biddinefs and iwimming affect the 
head, 


Palpitations of the heart ‘ ees ans a 
uneafinefs in the thorax increafe the patient’s 
difmal apprehenfions. 


Linnaeus, 116, Precordiorum preffio fub pe€tore cum flatu- 
lentia, fuffocatione, anxietate, palpitatione, verticis pref- 
fione. | 

Fogel, Hyfteria anxietas. precordialis cum fpafmis ven- 
triculi ac inteftinorum, Variifque’ congeftionibus conjunéta, 
ehronica. 

Cullen: Hyfteria; ventris murnmura ; fenfus globt im abdo- 
mine fe volventis, ibique ftrangulantis ; fopor, convulfiones ; 
urine limpide copia profu‘a; animus, varius & mutabilis. 
Thefe are more the fymptoms, than the definition of the 
difeafe ; nor are they well chofen as charatteriftics by Dr. 
Cullen. | , 

Home, Malum hyftericum. 


E 3 The 
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The refpiration is fhort, painful, and diff- 
cult. An | 


The pulfe: becomes fmall, irregular, fome- 
times intermitting. Senfations appear in va- 
‘rious parts fuddenly, like cracking and explo- 
fion, fimilar to the electric {park ; and, per- 
haps, from a fluid paffing through the nerves, 
fimilar to the electric. 


The appetite is depraved or loft, with a pain- 
ful, bad digeftion, accompanied with flatulency 
in the ftomach or bowels, colicky pains, confti- 
pations, or a diarrhoea. 

_ The urine is very pale and copious, as in all 
the other nervous affections. 

The general fymptoms during the paroxyfin 
or fit, are: palpitations of the heart; refpira- 
tion is difficult, obftructed, fhort, painful, and 
irregular. 


Contractions like ftrangulation arife in the 
throat ; with a fenfation of a ball or globe af- 
cending, nearly choaking the fufferer. 

The tongue faulters, trembles, and incohe- 
rent things are fpoken; the voice changes ; 
fome roar, fcream, or fhrick immoderately ; 
others figh deeply, weep, or mourn plain- 
tively. 

The eyes are agitated, look exceedingly wild, 
are convulfed, fixed, or {taring. | 

The 
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The pulfe is weak, uneven, changeable, in- 
termittent, or fcarce perceptible, 


Hiccups and flatulency diftend and agitate 
the inteftines, ftomach, and cefophagus, with- 
out evacuation of wind. Spafmodie contrac- 
tions pervade all the alimentary canal. | 


An eruption of wind, either upwards ot 
downwards, relax and mitigate the fymp- 
toms. 

Vomitings or purgings always” elicits and 
they are commonly accompanied with a violent 
difcharge of air, which had been detained, 
during the paroxy{m. | 


There is likewife a copious difcharge of 
urine, fometimes containing a thick fediment. 


When the paroxy{m continues violent, then 
— fucceed faintings, dreadful and ftrong convul- 
fions, ftertor, from the mouth iffues froth; and 
the diforder, except in not having fuddenly 
feized the patient, affumes the form of epi- 
lepfy, and even apoplexy. 


After the conclufion of the paroxy{m, there 
remains great.debility, wearinefs of the whole 
body, headach, and pains in the convulfed 
mufcles, as though the body had been contufed 
or beaten. 


In the mind, perturbations on the flighteft 
occafions, petulence, impatience, and all, or 
part, of the fymptoms which preceded the fit. 

E4 Thefe 
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- Thefe are the general fymptoms of shyfteric 
complaints: but befides thefe,they amitate every 
diforder incident to the human body, and they 
are more or lefs violent in-everyindividual,: . 
The caufes of this alarming diforder are va- 
tious: but firft fhould be confidered the remote 
or predifpofing ; which are, 


‘a. A delicatevand tender hereditary vistas 
of the body. 


Dig, : Exquilite: intr citale and a. tympathy of the 
neives. | 


3. Inanition, or profulé’ evacuations by voz 
miting, ftools, menfes, Metin Aes or fluor 
albus, &c. Si OBL 


4. A rétention of the catamenia, lochia, or 
other neceflary excretions. --° 


~ 5. Great natural earneftnéfs on all occafions, 
anid extreme fenfibility of the mind. 


ne Colicky pains, nephritic, uterine, and 
oes complaints. ) 


7. A vifcid, acrid, acid, or - flatulent diet, 

8. High-fcented perfumes. 

g. Afedentary, ina€tive life... 

10. An unhappy difpofition to anticipate 
mifery or misfortunes, diftreffes or dangers, 
where none, in reality exift.. 

The more immediate or proximate caufes are, 


r. Dit 
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(lb — of oi. sae foeats in thes in- 
teftines, 


2. The pei motion of the saben es is 
inverted. ) Pronk 


3. The ait which fhould ae pafs downs 

ward, or be ‘partly received with the abforbed 
chyle, are retained, augmented, and repeatedly 
generated by the groffer parts of the aliments 3 
this accumulated. air, by the inverted motion 
of the inteftines, takes its direction upwards, 
paffes through: the f{tomach into the cefopha- 
gus ; and thus the whole alimentary canal, too 
much diftended to excite acute pain, is blown 
up like a bladder. 

4. The fphinéter of the reétum, in the infe- 
rior part of the inteftines, is ftrangly contract- 
ed; the entrance of the cefophagus, in the fu- 
perior and primary part of the inteftinal tube, 
is fhut, and bath fo aver-diftending their fibres 
by an increafed air, as to deftroy. the claftic 
power of the mufcles deftined to contract, or 
dilate thefe orifices, 


5. The preflure of the air againft the pha- 
rynx and larynx, produce the apprehenfion of 
fuffocation. 

6. Deglutition is rendered very difficult, or 
is totally fupprefled, from the diftenfion of air 

overcoming the voluntary and involuntary muf- 
cular motions neceflary for fwallowing, 


7° What- 
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7. Whatever is attempted to be drank du- 
ring the paroxyf{m is forced back from the 
fame caufes. 


8. Diftenfions of the cefophagus, ftomach, 
and inteftines, comprefs the diaphragm, lungs, 
afpera arteria, the glottis and epiglotiis, and all 
the thoracical and abdominal wi/cera, nerves, 
arteries, veins, lymphatics, and thoracic duct. 


9. Compreffions on arteries, or the ftimuli of 
-acrimonious blood acting on the heart, retard 
or quicken the blood’s motion through the 
lungs, or the head, or fuperior and inferior ex- 
tremities : hence the changes obferveable in 
the pulle. 


10. Compreffions on the returning veins, 
particularly the external and internal jugulars, 
or the occipital veins, may produce dangerous 
congeftions of the blood, either in the venal 
fyftem of the brain, or in the finufes of the 
dura mater. 


If the lymphatics fhould be obftructed in 
their courfe, the ventricles of the brain may 
be turgid with lymph; hence, likewife, dila- 
tation of the pupils, &c. 

11. The arteries receiving frefh blood from 
the heart, and the veins being incapable of re- 
turning it, may occafion irritation or compref- 

fions in the nervous fyftem. : 


12. krritation on the nerves will produce con- 
vultions:s ; 
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vulfions ; but compreffions on the cerebrum and 
cerebellum, ftupor, comatofe fymptoms, and 
even apoplexy, an imperceptible pulfe, and /y- 
pothymia, or faintings. . 

13. Compreffions of the lymphatics, lacteals, 
and ductus thoracicus, will prevent or retard 
nutrition ; hence debility, depreffions, or low- 
nefs of {pirits, and a diminution of the moving 
mufcular powers. | 


14. Compreffions of the vifcera pervert all 
the fecretions, and hinder excretions, digeftion 
in the ftomach, bile in the liver, pancreatic 
juice in the pancreas, urine in the kidneys ; and 
the veffels in the abdomen, more or lefs, fhare 
fimilar effects with thofe of the fuperior parts 
of the body, 


15. The hepatic fyftem of blood veffels is 
principally concerned ; for the conflux of blood 
from the principal abdominal vifcera being con- 
veyed to the vena porte, the branches of which 
have no valves, ftagnations and congeftions 
arife, not only in that vifcus, but in the fto- 
mach, inteftines, omentum, pancreas, fpleen, 
mefentery, the uterus and its appendages, kid- 
neys, and bladder; where fchirrous tumors, 
adhefions, cancers, ulcers, and mortifications 
generate. Stabl, in his Diflertation de Vena 


Porte, not inaptly called this vein porta ma- 
lorum. ki 3 


Vitiated 
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Vitiated blood received from the difeafed abe 
dominal vifcera into the wena porta, will pro- 
ducean ill-fecreted, black, vitiated dile ; and 
this being conveyed to the dugdeaum, cannot 
unite the oleaginous with the pancreatic and 
ferous juices, nor has it power, to expel the 
grofier aliments ; hence coftinensisy: ill - iepeepesed 
chyle, &c, Rice. | 


16. The perverfion or retardation of the /é 
¢retions and excretions, either diminifh the quan- 
tity of chyle, pancreatic juice, biles or urine ; 
or change their qualities: hence the aliment 
paffing froma the ftomach, receives not its pra- 
per changes, in the duodenum, A speittess 
chyle is the canfequence. 


17. SEPHESES chyle praduces 2. orkid fate 
of the blood.. 


18. Vitiated blood pinchaceo hn impure and acri- 
monious fluids, and difeafed, weak folids; thefe 
are conftantly irritated by the fharp fignutating 
qualities of the fluidsis. © \ 


19. The urine is fecreted copioufly, and dif- 
charged without ‘thofe conftituent particles 
which are evacuated in health, and dependent 
on falutiferous iat chylification, and fan- 
guification. 


do. "The fluids once in a ftate of depravation, 
at with increafed energy on the nervous fenfi- 
ble fyftem and mufcular fibres; the fenfible 
3 nervous 
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nervous fyftem re-acts on the mind and organs 
of digeftion: hence the caufe becomes the ef- 
fect, and the effect the caufe of all the diftref- 
fing evils, obftructions, &c. 

_ at. The caufes of convulfions in various 
parts are eafily conceived. .. The free admiffion 
of the nervous influence to all mufcular parts, 
conftitutes regular action, voluntary and inve- 
luntary ; but irritations produce the fame effects 
as punctures, or ftimuli of acrid preparations 
in mufcles, or in the heart;.comprefhions on 
the brain or nerves are fimilar to ligatures fur- 
rounding nerves. The former excite contrac- 
tions even after death in mufcular parts; the 
latter, a diminution or deprivation of the 
moving powers during life: hence ftupor, 
coma, fyncope, &c. | 

Thefe convulfive effects, in -part, are pro- 
duced, although the communication with the 
brain is intercepted, or the principal defcending 
nerves are comprefled ; hence. partial convuls 
fions. 


_ The total and continued, comprefiion of the 
nerves, however, produce palfy ; but the blood 
circulates in the part, unlefs-the artery is Athen 
prefied. 


* Thefe caufes of fymptoms are not fo methodical as hey 
might be delivered ; but whoever withes for a more accurate 
" account, may confult my Schola medicine univerfalis nova. 


A liga- 
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A ligature on the arteries deftroys animal 
heat, by the deftitution of the arterial contrac-. 
tions, and the free circulation of the blood; 
hence animal heat depends chiefly on the cir- 
culation of the blood. 


The circulation of the blood depends on the 
nerves communicating with the heart from the 
brain; for though the heart and other mufcles 
contract after death, on being ftimulated, it 
only demonftrates, that thofe parts ftill contain 
fome of that mervous principle which exifted in 
life, and of which they are not deprived of 
even poft mortem, 

As this nervous principle evidently exifts in 
mufcular fibres in death, it is eafy to conceive 
its powers were more energetic and active in 
life, and therefore more capable of contraction. 
It muft appear rational, that convulfions may 
happen in various places, while others are at 
reft, not being ftimulated; and the mind at 
the fame time lofe its perceptibility, by com- 
preffions on the brain, as in the epilepfy, &c. 

22. All the fenfations nominated nervous, 
are perceptions in the brain, or fen/orium com-— 
mune, conveyed by the irritated nerves of parts, 
and owing to the communication and fympa- » 
thy of the nervous fyftem. 

In hyfteric complaints, the par vagum and 
intercoftal nerves, their branches and communi- 

cations, 
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cations, are particularly irritated and affeéted, 
Whoever reflects on the importance of the parts 
difeafed; the ftructure and diftraéted ftate of - 
the nervous filaments and ganglions for con- 
veying the alarm to the fenfes; with the va- 
rious exertions to oppofe the formidable enemy 
thus attacking the principal and vital parts, 
muft be ftruck with wonder and admiration at 
the uncommon wifdom of nature in the con- 
ftruction of this curious fyftem of the human 
body. | 

The nervous confenfus partium eafily explain 
the palpitations of the heart, the difficulty in 
refpiration and hiccups, from the efforts pro- 
duced by obftructed circulation, and compref- 
fions in the lungs, or irritation on the oar 
phragm, &e. &c. 


The moft fufceptible minds being the senitdh 
victims to this diforder, demonftrate clearly 
the furprifing effects of the mind on the body : 
for it often happens, that the compafhonate ~ 
fpectators, from furprife, fear, and fenfibility, 
are attacked with thefe complaints, as happened 
lately at Paris by animal magnetifm ; and it is 
common in families, to fee a female attendant 
attacked in the fame manner from a perturbed 
imagination. Thofe who poflefs leaft feeling, 
_ are leaft affected by this difeafe, and can hardly. 
conceive its poffibility ; are too apt to conclude 

4 ) on 
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on the feelings of others by their own fenfa- 
tions: but this is a partial and falfe conclu 
fion. | 
This extreme nervous fenfibility feems to 
arife from the blood, or fixed-air, acting as a 
ftrong ftimulus on the nervous fyftem, and the 
re-action of the nervous influence on the circula- 
ting powers, 


-‘Perfons of ftrong health never experience the 
diforder, even though the mind be violently 
affected ; it happens to the delicate in mind 
and body, whofe blood is in an acrimonious 
ftate from the caufes already enumerated. That 
the mind is very fenfibly affected by the dif- 
eafes of the body, no ftronger proofs need be 
adduced, than the change of the difpofition 
under any chronic difeafe; where the moft pla 
cid, tranquil minds, become peevifh, ill-na- 
tured, and often irafcible. 


The ftate of the blood, form of body, their 
acting powers on the nervous fyftem, and this 
again on that immaterial part called the mind, 
caufe all the diverfity of character among ft hu- 
man beings, and has a great influence in the 
moral conduct of human life. Envy, genero- 
fity, illiberality, liberality, fortitude and timi- 
dity, placidity and irafcibility, happy or un 
happy fenfations, very much depend on the 
ftate-of the blood ; and the phyfician who moft 

reflects, 
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reflects, and beft.comprehends thefe diverfities 
in human nature, will always be moft capable 
of relieving difeafes; To the difcerning and 
obferving, the phyfiognomy wili.convey much 
knowledge of human character, and it may di- 
recta proper choice of remedies, more adapted 
to the various conftitutions, than is apprehend- 
ed by thofe who idly fix one method or ftand- 
ard of cure to all objeéts that offer. He who 
acts more by the exigency of the individual 
cafes in phyfic, than by the written directions 
of medical authors, will always beft fucceed in 
conquering difeafes. There is an alertnefs in 
prefcribing acquired-by long experience, re- 
peated reflection, and extenfive praétice, that. 
no books can communicate. 

The hiftory of medicine furnifhes us with 
many inftances in hofpitals and orphan houfes, 
of transferring convulfive epileptic diforders 
from one affected patient to another by fight, 
and the force of imagination *. 

The 

* Baglivius, in his Praxis Medica, cap. 14. §. 2. mens 
tions a young man of Dalmatia, who, from looking at a pers 


fon in an epileptic fit, was himfelf affected in the fame man- 
Here be 
The late Dr. Whytt, of Edinburgh, fays in his book on 
nervous diforders : : 
‘* It frequently happened in the royal infirmary here in 
. ** Edinburgh, that women have been feized with hyfteric fits 
** from feeing others attacked with them. ’”’ 
Onc of the moft remarkable inftances of this kind happened 
F in 
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The proguoftics of this complex diforder are | 
to be formed from the force or magnitude of 
the different paroxy{ms, and conftitution. of the 
patients. 


L. The 


in the poer houfe at Haerlem, in the time of the famous Dry. 
Boerhaave, and is recorded by his nephew in the following: 
manner : 

In domo, qua pauperes. ex eleemofynis publice aluntur in 
civitate Harlemenfi, perterrita puella incidit in morbum ner- } 
vorum convulfivum, certis paroxyfmis reducem: adftantium 
& adjuvantiam in eam intenta, itidem corripitur eodem morbo: 
poftridie altera, deinde tertia, quarta, imo fere omnes, tam 
pueri quam puelle 3 ftatus miferrimus! corripitur hec, corri- 
pitur illa, imo fere omnes eodem tempore, dum unum alier 
afpicit, profternuntur. 

Medici folertes fruftra adhibent que di€tat ars, faluberrima 
antiepileptica remedia. a) 

Confugitur tandem ad Boerhaavium, qui mifertus infelicis 

pauperum fortis, petiit Harlemum, & dum rem examinat, in- 
yadente in unum paroxy{mo, vidit convelli plures fpecie epi- 
lepfhz. 
Datis incaffum optimis remediis a. medicis fapientibus & ad: 
imaginationem ex uno in alterum traduéto morbo,, his rite 
perpenfis, hance avertendo, credidit poffe curam obtineri, & 
obtinuit. 

Scilicet premonitis ephoris, prefentibus omnibus, juffit per 


| 
| 
cameram difponi fornaces. portatiles, prunis ardentibus inftrucs | 
tas, atque lis imponi ferreos hamulos-ad certam figuram adap- 
tatos, tum ita mandavit= 
Quia omnia fruftra forent, fe aliud nefcire remedium,. _. 

quam ut qui primus, puer feret vel puella, infaufto morbi pa- 
roxy{mo arriperetur, locus quidam nudati brachii candente 
ferro ad os ufque inureretur ; utque gravitate pollebat dicendi,, 

| per. 
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i. The flatulent hyfteric paffion is rarely at- 
tended with any immediate or even future dan- 


” ger ; 


perterriti omnes ad cfudele remedium, dum inftare fentiunt 
paroxyfmum, omni mentis intentione & metu dolorifice inuf- 
tionis, eidem refiftunt fortioris oblatione idez. 

Et certe quantum valeat hic ab objecto anime intente re- 
vulfio, docet epilepfia diverfimode curata, ut quidem ipfe terror 


eandem fuftulerit, febris epidemica, quartana, ptyalifmus, ma- 


trimionium, virga. Abr. Kaaw Boerhaave, Impet. faciens 
Hippocrati di@tum, §. 406. 

There is a wondetful fympathy between the nervous fyf- 
tems of different perfons, whence various motions and morbid 
fymptoms are often communicated from one to another, with- 
out any corporeal contact or infeCtion. 

~The fight of one perfon vomiting has often excited the fame 
action in others. 

Yawning is propagated from one perfon through a whole 
company. 

While I was at Paris in 1784, which city I have vifited 
many times, to examine medical im provements, animal mag- 
tifm was in great vogue. Though I had every reafon from, 
common fenfe to fufpeé this charletanerie, I ftudied the affair 
with the greateft accuracy, being acquainted with the famous 
Dr. Franklin, one of the commiffaries, appointed by the French 
King to examine the matter. Several converfations with this 
philofopher fatisfied me, that the whole was impofition. In the 
Rapport des Commiffatres, which was prefented me in a pam- 
phlet by my efteemed friend, Dr. Franklin, is the following 
hiftory, as an illuftration of magnetic deceptions. 

«¢ Le jour de la ceremonie de la premiere communion, faite 
* on la paroiffe de St. Roch, l’an 1780. Aprés l’office du 
“« foir, on fit, ainfi qu’il eft d’ufage, la proceffion en dehors. 
‘© A peine les enfans furent ils rentrés 4 Véglife, & rendu a 
“ leurs places, qu’une jeune fille fe trouva mal, & eut des 
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oer 3 it is More troublefome to the patient, than 
alarming to the fsabtial and experienced phyfi- 


cian. 

2. The ronvulfive -byfteric ypaffion is more 
difficult of cure’than the preceding, but rare- 
ly ever dangerous. 1 have known it continue 
many years, and at laft has entirely quitted the 
patient. 

“ convulGons. Cette affeétion fe propagea avec une telle ra- 
sé pidité, que dans l’éfpace d’une demie heure, cinquante ow 
“ foixante jeunes filles, de douze a dix neuf ans, tomberent 
*¢ dans les mémes convulfions ; c’eft 4 Cire, ferrement ala 
*< gorge, gonflement a l’eftomac, étouffement, le hocquet & 

‘** convulfions plus ou moins fortes. 

“© Ces accidens reparurent a quelques dans ‘ty courant de la 
s¢ femaine ; mais le Dimanche fuivant, etant affemblées chez 
€ les Dames de Sainte Anne, dont |’inftitution eft d’enftigner 
“ les-jeunes filles, douze retomberent dans Jes mémes con- 
«© vulfions, & il en,feroit tombé d’avantage, fi on n’eut eu la 
‘« précaution de renvoyer fur le champ chaque enfant chez fez 
. ** parens. On fut obligé de multiplier les écoles. En fépa- 
“‘ rant ainfi les enfans, & ne Jes tenant pas affemblés qu’en 
<e petit nombre, trois femaines fuffirent pour diffiper entiere- 
“© ment cette affection convulfive epidemique. 

‘¢ Voyés pour des exemples femblables le naturalifme ce 
** convulfions par M. Hecquet.”’ 

How fhocking it is to reflect on the dreadful effeéts of the 
animal magnetifm arifing merely from apprehenfion ! On num- 
bers have been entailed convulfive fits, where none before ex- 
uted, which may remain through life. ‘Thefe nts were kna- 
Wthly called /es crifes, but arofe from fear or furprife : per- 
haps a female adrefs or two were hired for the Re of 
mimicking fits and diftaitions, &c. 


Thofe j 
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‘Thofe, however, who can curb and beft 
command the emotions .of the mind, are moft 
eafily cured. 


After the diforder has rav aced in the teasit 
any flight affection of the niind can reproduce 
the hyfteric fit, nor'ts it always in the power of | 
the patient to ‘avoid being affected; reafon.and 
reflection.often.comme toe late for the purpofe, 
and paffion predominating with an ungoverne 
able {way. 

The art of phyfic, (henhish not be accufed of 
defe&, when the caules of a difeafe are chiefly 
refident in the mind, ever ready to burft forth, 
with impetuous violence on the moff trivial.oc- 
.cafions; yet a judicious medical management, 
very often changes the natural, accidental, 
acquired difpofition of the patient. In propor- 
tion as the body is advanced from debility to 
firm ftrength, fo proportionably will the, difeafe 


-decreafe, and the mind become more.tranquil. 


The frertorofe, or apopleétic byfteric ‘pafion, is 
more ferious chan the former two fpecies, be- 
caufe it indicates compreffion in the cerebrum, 
-or cerebellum ; but this rarely proves fatal.; 
after profoundly fleeping and fnoring, the pa- 
tient gradually recovers: it 1s moft alarming, 
if the refpiration be fhort and difficult ; becaufe 
it fhews, generally, an impeded or obftructed 
circulation of the blood through the hangs. 
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The effeé?s of the diforder manifeft obftruc 
tions in the vifcera of the ahdomen and thorax ; 
for congeftions in the parts, or dilatations and 
ftagnations in the veflels, particularly thofe that 
communicate with the wena porte, have been 
~obferved by diflections after death. 


In the hyfteric affections, with difficulty of 
breathing, the lungs have been found putrid 
and difeafed. ; 


In other cafes, the abdominal vifcera, parti- 
cularly the omentum, mefentery, inteftines, 
{pleen, pancreas, uterus, ovaria, and the fto- 
mach itfelf, has been forced out of its fituation 
even towards the pubis *, sata 

| All 


* Hyferis feu paffio hyflerica. 
Anatomical Examinations after Death. 

Se€tiones cadaverum exhibent ovaria mole ampliora, aliove 
modo labefactata: continent laticem, materiam febaceam, 
cafeofam, pilos, offa, &c. ex organis fcirrhofis erumpunt, tus 
bercula, hydatides, tumores cyftici, &c. . 

Contaminantur etiam uterus, tubzx fallopiane, vafa fperma- 
tica, cervix uteri. 

Ventriculus depulfus, duodenum ampliatum, colon, rectum, 
infar&ta, obftru€ia; mefenterium, pancreas, aliaque vifcera ab- 
dominalia, inflammata, fcirrhofa, hydatica, purulenta, putrida. 

Herniz epiploica, pulmones lafi, cor nonnunguam ampliffi- 
mum, turgidtim, cum polypofis concretionibus. 7 

Stagnationes, obftrutiones in abdomine, pe€tore & in ce- 

“yebro. | 

In the courfe of above thirty years full pra€tice, I have 

feized every opportunity to examine human bodies after death ; 


for 


. 
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All thefe appearances after death cannot be 


called caufes of the difeafe, although they are 
| the 


for from this fource of intelligence, the real caufes and effeéts 
of difeafes are difcoverable. This knowledge is the fureft to 
‘purge the mind of vifionary hypothefes, and points out the 
moft rational cure for difeafes. In pervous hyfteric cafes, I 
have found, more or Jefs, the vifcera difeafed.; and in cone 
vulfive cafes, the veffels of the brain extremely turgid, or ef- 


fufions of blood. This laft-fhews the danger of giving emetics 


ito nervous people. 
| Symptomata. 
Hyfterica multum & gra- 
‘vioribus paroxyfmis vexata, 
cum doloribus acerbiffiimis & 
_-animi defectionibus. 
Hyfieria, cum ventre tumido 
refpiratione difficili, -tuffi 
ficca. 


invadit mulierem he- 
moptyfi obnoxiam & men- 


f{trua fuflaminat. 


fuccedit delirium me- 
Jancholicum. 


ex improvifg eneca- 


tur hyfterica. 


tumoribus hydropem ac- 

cerfit. 
——— ftipatur hypochondri- 

rum intumefcentia, febre 


vefpertina. 


epilepfia. 

Infultus hyfterict cam convul- 
fionibus, tumore indolente 

¥ 4 


cum variis abdominis 


Extifpicia. 
‘Ventriculus ad hypogaf- 


trium delapfus. 


Tumores in evariis-& mefen- 
terio. 


i 


Pulmones & lien putridi. 


Ovaria-f{cirrhofa. 
‘Ut fupra. 


Tumores.in ovariig. 


‘Pulmones tuberculofi, intefti- 
na & omentum inflammata, 
uterus inculpatus. 

Pancreas putridum. 

Uterus ingens intus materiam 
purulentam recondit, 

uteri 
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the effects of the hyfteric paffion, and the caufe 
of death; but the preventing fuch -effects - 
. fhould 


Symptomata. Extipicia. 

‘uteri oborto fugantur, fed . 

dein hamorrhoides pertina~ 

ciffimz eveniunt & his mors 

fuccedit. 
e————~ fiipantur tumore & Ventriculus ad pubem delap= 

“dolore. in hypogaftrio poft fus. = heer me 

partum crefcente. ‘ 
we————— cum dolore ftomachi’ Hernia epiploica, ventriculus 


poft partum recrudefcente. _—_€ fede depulfus. 


Highmorus, Sylvius, and Sydenham, accufe the ftomach ‘ 
‘pancreas, mefentery, and yena porta, as the genuine feat of 
the difeafe. Carolus Pifo, in Selectioribus Obfervationibus, 
conceives the feat to be in the cerebrum, or in the beginning 
of the nerves. Hoffman, in the uterus and its veffels, from 
{pafmodic conftri€tions, after in the nerves about the facrum 
and loins ;‘and from fympathy of parts, communicate their 
effects to the nervous membranes of the medulla of the fpine, 
_and gradually from the inferior to all the fuperior parts. Hoff 
man. De malo hy fterico. ei 


seeeaenagets in Bodies after Death. 


Mefenterium plurimis glandulis’ fcirrhofis, duriffimis & 
varie magnitudinis & figtre obfeffum : vix ob duritiem dif- 
cindi poterant. Uterus & ovaria’ cum tubis, recenti quafi 
coagulato laéte turgebant. Blancardi Ly. obfervatio anatom. 
pract. rational. ‘ , 

Morgagnus, de fedibus & caufis morborum, relates the 
appearances of a woman after death, whofe menfes had been 
fuppreffed | four months, accompanied with violent hyfterics 
and madnefs. ‘ 

Venter j jecur habuit co colore quo, elixum eft: bilis tamen 


qua 
® 1 


. 
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fhould be the principal objectiin the treatment 
ef the diforder: it will, however, appear, that 


, phy-. 


guz ex ejus veficula exfudavit, croced colore vividiffimo 
proxima infecerat inteftina. Teftes albi, duri, ‘{cirrhofi, equo 
majores, & fuopte pondere quafi pone uterum traéti, Uterini 
fundi interior facies, fanguinolento quafi muco non fecus oblita 
yidebatur, ac fi menftrua, jam inftarent, aut nuperrime fluxif- 
fent : preterea in illa ipfa facie ex fubftantia uteri parvula, & 
perpauca prominebant tubercula, verrucarum fimilia. 
~ Another inftance of an hyfterical woman, remarkably timo- 
rous, of a corpulent body, addiéted to wine, &c. who had 
been fubje€t.to tremblings and faintings from the moft trifling 
caufes. She yomited often, and could bear nothing folid on 
her ftomach. She was at laft feized with moft grievous hyfteric 
aifections, and died within an hour or two, Epift. XLV. 23. 
Thorace reclufo, finifter pulmo aliquo loco & leviter: dex- 


ter autem. ferme undique, fuperiore excepta particula, arétif- 


fime ad pleuram adh®rens inventus eft per quandam membra- 
: gam, qu preter naturam tunice pulmoni induéta erat. Pul- 
mones ambos cum fecaremus, duros, & quafi tendineos pluri- 
bus offendimus locis; fpumofo preterea humore, quafi. faliva 
- guadam, pafiim fcatentes. F 
Pericardium non paucam habuit aguam ex fufco turbidam. 
Cordis autem uterque thalamus nigrum fanguinem, & flui- 
dum. 
Dexter infuper modicam polypcfam concretionem, albam, 


fed mollem, cui fimilis altera in pulmonari fuit arteria, plu- 
rimo cum fanguine. Hoc turgidiffima erat auricula dextera ; 
firigofa autem finiftra. Verum huic auricule annexus ventri- 
culus, naturaliamplior, non unum obtulit animadverfione dig- 
num. Namque, ut tendineas omittam fbrillas que inter mi- 
trales valvulas, columnafque ducuntur, vifas effe plures quam 
foleant; certe ee columnz erant aquo crafliores, duriorefque, 
\pE multo potius tendinez, quam carnew, viderentur, five colo- 


rem 


. 
_ 
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phyficians have more confidered the palliation 
of fymptoms, than the radical cure of this dif- 
ficult and diftreffing difeafe. 5 

The 


\ 
rem {pectares, qui albus erat, five renixum attenderes quem 
fecanti fcapello objiciebant. Preterea in ejufdem ventriculi 
parietibus hic illic paffim quedam occurrebant loca in quibus 
carnea fubftantia cordis aut alba, aut ex rubro alba ita erat, ut 
a primo glandularum quafi quarundam {pecie imponerent ; fed 
eodem illo peculiari renixu, diffecantibus fimilem fe columna~ 
rum oftendit. ‘Vitium hoc carnis cordis, in tendineam natu- 
ram degenerantis, quo magis ab interiove ventriculi facie ad 
exteriorem pergebat, eo fiebat evidentius, pertinebatque exte 
rius ad eum quoque locum cui feptum cordis refpondet. Quin 
pinguedo ipfa huic vifceri impofita non omnis fecundum natu- 
ram fe habuit. In pofteriore enim facie cordis per duos non 
parvos fecundum longitudinem traétns inequalis.erat, ibidem= 
que ex fufco rubefcebat. Arteria magna a corde ad curvatu- 
“yam ufque propemedum totam, non valde quidem, fed eviden- 
ter tamen dilatata, prope feptum tranfverfum equo anguftior 
vifaeft. Incifa, & fanguine, quo non carebat, effufo, often- 
dit tota interiore facie a corde ad ramos faltem ufque emul- 
gentes, particulas quafdam albidiores, & lineas nonnihil ex- 
tantes: preterea non eo folum quem modo dicebam, traétu, 
fed & alibi quantum ex diffe€tis fuperioribus quibufdam ejus 
yamis, cognovimus, intimam tunicam facilé adeo a proxima 
fejungendam, ut leviffimam fcalpelli fri€tionem magna ejus 
frufta fequerentur. In ventre autem hxc videramus. Omen- 
tum lienem verfus retractum: Perturbatos inteftinorum fitus. 
Hec, colon pracipue, & re€tum, acre multum diftenta. Me- 
fenterium quidem, ventriculum, fplenem, & jecur, cujus ve- 
ficula bile turgebat, fana. Pancreas autem, quod ut nonnul- 
la tenuia inteftina decliviore prafertim parte rubebat, glandu- 
iof$ acinis jufto firmioribus, & inter fe magis diftinétis. Ute- 

rum 
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The hyfteric and nervous diforders will be 
much eafier cured when recent, than when they 


\ 


rum denique, tubas, & non parvam yagine partem, cum ibi 
fic fatis, tum prafertim poftridie, ut plus temporis, & diuturs 
num lumen haberemus e cadavere adempta, diligentius exa- 
minantes, hc adnotavimus. Poftgriori fundi uterini faciei 
exterius circa medium adnatus érat per brevem pedunculum 
globulus, nihil magis albedine, forma, & magnitudine refe= 
rens, quam parvum cerafum immaturum : quem fecantes, ex 
fibrofa quidem, fed callofa fubftantia, confufifque fibrarum or 
dinibus, fa€tum deprehendimus: cujufimodi alter globulus ins 
tra ipfam parietum uteri craffttudmem erat conditus. Mox 
apertus uteri fundus multo apparuit fubcruento muco foeda- 
tus: quo ‘deterfe, cum appreflis fubtus digitis, undique ‘ex 
fundo quidem non ex cervice, multoque minus ex vagina ; 
prodeuntes mediocri expreflione fanguineas guttas oftendif- 
fem ; tam difplicuit Santorino quod pro certo fcire non potuiffe- 
mus, an mulier ‘prope abeflet a menftruis, quam fe antea * ‘hos 
rum fcaturiginem in vagina potius effe, quam in utero, cre- 
didiffet. Cervicis fuperiore parte excepta, reliquum longealie 
rubore infe€tum erat, quafi ab inammatione videlicet, qui ab 
altero latere magis ad fufcum inclinabat, nec tamen ufquam 
cervicis fubftantiam alte pervadebat. In tubis quoque muco- 
fus humor fuit; fed albus. Utraque erat aeri, per majus ori- 
ficium immiffo, in uterum pervia; nec deerant prope id ori- 
ficium hydatides. Teftium uterque ab inclufis cellulis tume- 
bat; fed alter magis, qui prater magnam, minores quoque 
plures habuit cellulas, omnes fero-plenas, ‘una excepta in-qua 
pus album fuit. In altero fimul cum cellulis, & vefictilis fe- 
rum continentibus, alias vidimus cellulas intus nigricantes. 
In utriufque autem fuperficie ofcula animadverteramus, tenue 
fpecillum admittentia : precipue vero in mempbranis per quas 
cum teftibus tube ne€tuntur. 


* Opufc. med,'4. n. . 
3 have 
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have. continued’ many years: becaufe in the 
former the vifcera‘may. not be difeafed; but in 
the latter, affections of the vifcera are always 
to be apprehended. 


| When the difeafe has originated in the body, 
it 1s eafier removed than where the mind has 
been. primarily affected; becaufe the bodily 
complaints often yield to the power of medi- 
cine; but the paffions of the foul are too often 
above all skill and temedies. The emotions of 
the mind cannot be eafily fupprefled, becaufe 
they are often a} origine in delicate.and fufcep- 
tible conftitutions. ‘There may be obferved a 
promptitude in nervous patients to torment — 
themfelves on_moft occafions without any re- 
flection on the i injury and thocks they give their 
tender habits. 


‘The indications for, the cure of the hyfteric 
paffion and nervous affections may be formed 
from the /ymptoms, .caufes, and effects of thofe 
difeafes. 

The /ymptoms thould be palliated, the cau/es 
removed, and effedds, fuch as fcirrhofities, con- 
geftions, and obftruétions of the vilcera, pre- 
vented, | 


The treatment is to be confidered under 
two diftinct heads; the palliation of fymptoms, 
and the removal of caufes. ; 

The palliation of fymptoms is chiefly appli- 

cable 


a“ 


a 
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cable during the paroxyfm or hyfteric fit; and 
this is beft Scterapeee by its degree of vio- 
lence, 


While the radical cure is attempted, the ur- 
gent fymptoms are likewife to be mitigated. 


The flatulent or windy hyfteric fit is alle- 
viated by fetid and volatile medicines the mo- 
ment deglutition is poffible. Tinéture of @fa- 
fetida and fpiritas falis volatilis, or cornu cervi, 
20 or 30 drops of each in water or valerian 
tea; a few drops of oil of amber, or olewm' ani- 
male. 

In faintings, the fumes of vinegar, fpirit, 
ethereus, or any volatile {pirits, or falts, are 
to be applied to the nofe ; burnt feathers, oil 
of amber, &c. . ; 


If thefe fhould not fucceed in recovering the 


patient, a clyfter is to be injected, compofed of 


fome bitter or aloctic purgative, and tincture 
of affafeetida; not only to empty. the restum, 
but to folicit the inverted periftaltic motion of 
the inteftines to its natural a€tion, and pro- 


mote the expulfion of the diftending air, or — 


wind downwards. 


No, 46: Ry. Decoé. com. pro clyfter Zvj. 
* Ol, olivar. Zifs. . 
- Syr.e fpin. cery. 3vj. M. f. enema, ftatim 3 in- 
jiciendum, repetendumque pro re nata. 


ce ; Na. 


ee 
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No. 47. By. Decoct. com. pro clyfter Bvje 
Tind. facr. 3vj. 
+t-—— aflafoetid. 31]. 
Ol. olivar. Zifs. f. enemas 
No. 48. R. Aq. pur. tepid. Zvy. 

Sal. com. 3v}. 

Syr. e. f{pin. cerv. 

Ol. olivar. 4a 3). f, enetma. 


In the pafio byflerica convulfiva,, or convul- 
five hyfteric paffion, the fit muft be treated in 
the foregoing manner: but if the patient be 
plethoric, or the veflels of the face full, turgid 
or red, bleeding during the fit will be neceffary 
when the operation can be performed. Bleed- 
ing certainly weakens the force of the fit, and 
fhortens its duration ; probably, by diminifhing 
the force of blood afcending to the head during 
the paroxyf{m, and rendering the circulation 
through the internal and external jugulars, ver- 
tebral and occipital veins, more free. The 
former are greatly compreffled, by the dilata- 
tion of the cefophagus ‘and ftricture on the 
fauces in the fit ; and there have been inftances, 
though very rare, in which an effufion of blood 
on the cerebrum or cerebellum, or ot ferum in the 
ventricles of the brain, have proved fatal *. 


* In my diffe€tions after death F have mct with two ine 
ftances ; though thefe are {ufficient to prove the poifibility. 
In the firft, the patient died in ftrong convulfions, after 2 vio~ 
lent paffion of anger; in the fecond, ftrong convulfions and a 


fitupor fucceeded after a violent vomit. 


In 
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In languid pale habits, with great debility, 
and efpecially when the diforder has been of 
long duration, bleeding in paroxy/mo vel extra 
paroxy/mum is improper, and fometimes hurtful. 


The patient during the convulfions fhould 
be placed as erect as poffible in a chair, to fa- 
vor the defcent of blood through the veins 
of the head and neck. | 

In the pafio byfterica frertorofa, or hyfteric 
paffion, with fnoring and fupor fimilar to apo- 
plexy ; bleeding, except in very relaxed pa- 
tients, fhould be always prefcribed; there is. 
more danger to apprehend, and lefs to hope iz 
this than inthe other {pecies. 


Sharp, irritating clyfters fhould be ufed, 
No. 46, &c. 

Volatile falts or {pirits fhould be applied to 
the noftrils ; blifters to the neck, back, arms, 
or legs ; and finapifms to the feet. 


If the patient is able to fwallow, evacua- 
tions by ftool fhould be procured by active ca- 
thartics. 

Drinks of all forts are to be very fparingly | 
admitted, left the veffels continue diftended. 

After evacuating the feces, perfpiration 
fhould be promoted by camphor, and the taer- 
tarum antimonii, or other antimonials, in fuch 
{mall dofes, as never to excite naufea; or by 

the 
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the fpiritus mindereri and camphor ; or by /al 
volatilis ammoniacus, nitrum, and camphora, in 
the more florid and plethoric habits. 


Thefe are the general modes of treatment 
neceflary forthe three principal fpecies of the 
hyfteric paffion during the fit: but they mutt 
be varied aecording to the conftitutions of pa- 
tients, circumftances of cafes, and caufes from 
which they originate. 

In the firft attacks the lancet may be ufed 
with more freedom than when the difeafe has 
continued. More blood may be taken from 
thofe, where the paflion of anger, or extreme 
quicknefs of temper, predominate, than in 
grief, melancholy, anxiety, and defpondency. 

The indications to obtain a radical cure in 
thefe complaints confit, 


1. In determining the fuperabundant air 
downwards, and directing the inverted periftal- 
tic motion of the inteftinal canal to its due and 
natural condition. 


This is produced by gentle laxatives of the 
bitter and aloetic kind, joined with fetid-re- 
medies and carminatives. 


By diminifhing the quantity of air, and pre- 
venting effervefcences, or fermentations in the 
ftomach ; therefore all vegetables of the green 
kind, fallads, and fweetened food, peafe, beans, 
&c. fhould be avoided. | 


Plain 
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Plain lean meats are moft proper, and fuch 
_ drinks that occafion no fermentation: {mall 
beer, ale, and all liquors, either in a ftate of 
. fermentation, or likely to produce fermenta- 
tion, increafe the diforder. 


The patient’s feelings, however, fhould di- 
reét the choice; and this is eafily determined 
by obferving what foods and drinks beft agree, 
or occafion leaft flatulency. 


Spirits and water, check fermentation more 
than any other liquors; but they hinder nu- | 
trition. Though the generation of a large 
quantity of air may be very troublefome and 
injurious, yet a moderate portion is not only 
ufeful but neceflary. 


Old hock and Seltzer water, or other wines 
of a proper age and water, commonly agree. 

The London porter, is an excellent liquor 
for feveral hyfteric patients; but, then no 
other drink fhould be allowed at or after 
meals. 


11. The over diftenfion of the ftomach and 
inteftines is generally productive of great re- 
laxation, lofs of appetite, indigeftion, debility, 
&c. The ftomach fhould be braced by an ab- 
ftinence from all relaxing drinks, and fpoon 
foods, which act as fomentations to the already 
relaxed parts; and the patient fhould, when 
opt of the fit, take mild chalybeate, vitriolic 

| G | “pres 
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preparations, bitters, and bark. See remedies 
from No. 2 to No, 10, No. 26 and 27. 


There will be found, however, in practice 
many female patients, particularly thofe who 
are flender, or whofe fibres and mufcles feem 
rigid and elaftic, who cannot bear the flightett 
tonics or bracers; owing, perhaps, to rigid 
fibres of the ftomach, or having no mucus in 
the ftomach to counteract the fudden effeéts of 
bracers on the cardiac nerves : thefe commonly 
experience an obftinate conftipation. 


In fuch cafes aloetics, joined with cremor 
tartari, and very fmall dofes of calomel united 
with the aloetica purgantia in moderate dofes, 
have beft fucceeded when taken dis vel ter in 
feptimana. 

An over abundance of- fixed air in the intef- 
' tines has been greatly relieved by ime water 

| alone; the air is acid, the lime water its power- 
ful oppofite. | 

111. The impervioufnefs of the lacteal vef- 
fels on the furface of the inteftines muft be re- 
moved : being a principal caufe of imperfeck 
nutrition. 

The caufes are, an accumulation of infpif; 
fated mucus, which .is beft diflodged by aloe- 
tics and cremor tartar. or by a folution of borax 
an the infufjum amarum. ; | 

If the lacteal veffels fhould be impervious, 

| from 
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from their orifices having loft the-power of ab- 
forbtion, being filled with the coagulated chyle 
in their fmalleft tubular vil/i, mercurials are 
to be prefcribed; from half a eraim to two 
grains of well-prepared calomel is to be taken 
twice or thrice in the week ; the pilulae mercu- 
tiales, the zthiops mineral, or cinnabar with 
camphor ; the pilula rubra, and other altera- 
tives. But even thefe preparations muft be 
cautioufly adminiftered to nervous patients ; 
becaufe metallic fubftances of all forts fre- 
quently produce tremors, and debility of the 
nervous powers, 


If the mouths of the lacteals fhould be im- 
pervious from relaxation, or an afonia, chaly- 
beates, vitriolic acids, bark, and volatile falts 
are ufeful, in conjunction, occafionally, with 
mercurials, chiefly ufed as alterants. 


“The firft of the preceding caufes, in which 
an adhering in{piffated mucus is apprehended, 
is common to the corpulent. 


The fecond, where the chyle coagulates in 
the tubes, is common to the pale, languid, and 
debilitated, in whom the arterial ac¢tions ate 
diminifhed, or to the groffer habits, when the 
oleaginous particles of chyle fuperabound. 


The third is owing to caufes fimilar to the 
foregoing, and the cure fhould be attempted 
by the fame means, 


G2 The 
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The fourth caufe of nutritious chyle not ent- 
tering the lacteals, is its bad quality from va- 
rious improper mixtures, and a contraction of 
the mouths of the suduli on the inteftinal fur- 
face. 

This laft cafe is more difficult to remove 
than the others, as it requires a better digef- 
tioh in the ftomach, a more pure chyle in the 
duodenum and fmall inteftines, and a removal 
of the ftricture of the veffels, without which 
the necefiary abforption cannot be readily per-_ 
formed. | 

‘This is commonly attendant on patients of a 
flender habit, tenfe, rigid fibres, exquifite fen- 
fibility, and violent paffions.. The cure of fuch 
can {eldom be obtained, becaufe every /udden and 
momentary emotion of the mind will counteract . 
many mouths labor of the moft profound medi- 
eal fkill. Antifpafmodics, deobftruent altera- 
‘tives, acids, or alcalines, as circumftances and 
caufes occur, are to be recommended ; but 
‘above all other prefcriptions, tranguillity of 
“mind. 3 ce 

It may be obferved, that fatnefs or leannefs, 
{trength or weaknefs, fenfibility or torpidity, 
do not fo much depend on what foods are re- 
ceived into the ftomach, as their proper di- 
-geftion, abforption, and affimilation with the 


. blood, 
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blood, joined witls the natural ene ae and 
form of the body. 


Lean people are frequently great eaters, 
while the corpulent often eat and drink little ; 
the flender in body more commonly agitate 
their minds on flight occafions than the corpu- 
lent; becaufe they poffefs, in gencral, more 
fenfibility. Digeftion, chylification, and fan- 
vuification, is eafier completed in the former 
than the latter: but none of thofe offices are 
well performed under mental perturbation ; 
hence a vitiated nutrition, Let any one who 
has travelled compare the volatile, lively, good- 
natured French, with the torpid, flow move- 
ments of the Dutch, and the extremes of hu- 
man character, as to levity and dull folidity, 
may be eafily obferved. 


Thefe extremes in human nature, owing to 
climate, diet, or education, may be judicioufly 
applied to the practice of medicine to very 
great advantage: the more torpid habits re- 
quire the moft powerful mercurials and anti- 
monials; while the irritable and delicate are 
_-fometimes much hurt by the gentleft reme-~. 

‘dies of the mineral clafs *. 
Iv. As 


: 
* The different nations in Europe all exhibit to the philo- 
fophic and inquiring mind an extraordinary variety of genius 
and characters A lively imagination, quick invention, anda 
G 3 refined 
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iv. Asthe ile is always more or lefs vitiated 
in nervous, hyfteric patients, it becomes abfo- 
lutely neceffary to examine the feces or excre- 
Meats. 1. ue ame | Sure: , 

If the evacuated feces be blackifh, it demon- 
{trates that the bile has been ill fecreted in the 
liver, retained too long in the gall bladder, or 
in the duodenum ; by reas it often lofes the 
neceflary qualities for attenuating or mixing 
the chyle, and its ftimulus on the furface of 
the alimentary canal, for forcing towards the 


greater inteftines: the groler Batt of the ali- 
ments, 


The coftivenefs from the inert bile is beft 


removed by aloetics, infufum jena and cremor 
tartari. 


The more powerful caufe-removing reme- 
dies are wafhed calomel, to a quarter or half a 


grain, every or every other night, joined with 


three or five grains of fome aloetic PUT EMING 
as the pula rail, bce year ; 


refined tafte in all the delicacies of life, I have obferved, cha- 
raéterife the French; perfeverance, patience, and indefatiga~ 
ble flow induftry, the Dutch ; gravity, folemnity, and man- 
linefs, the Flemifh and Germans; petulance and irafcibility, 
fome of the Italians and Neapolitans, blended with good hu- 
mor, and a defire to pleafe. “The different branches of arts 
and fciencesfi ourifh according to the climate, peers tet: 
, Teves, and  teligion of each people, ~ 


" The 


Fa! 
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The infufum amarum and the fal diureticus 


fhould be taken two or three times in the day, 


provided they are not rejected by the ftomach. 


‘No, 49. KR. Merc. dulc. fub. ppt. & lot. gr. vj. 


Extract. cathart. 5ij. f. pilule No. xxiv. 


quarum fumat unam omni noéte, 


No. so. Ry. Infus. amar. 3vj. 
Julep. e camph. 2ifs. 
Spt. lavend. ¢. 3fs. 
Sal. diuret. 3ij. f. miftura, de quo capiat coch. 


iij. bis vel ter in die. 


This blackifh bile very probably generates a 
great.quantity of mephitic air; for no human 
fluid fo foon putrifies as the bile: an inju- 
rious air is extricated from human fubftances 
verging to a ftate of putrefaction, in great 
quantities, as may be obferved in the tympa- 
nites from vifceral putridity ; and the bile par- 
ticularly haftens the corruption of all the hu- 
-man fluids in the yellow malignant fever of 
the Weft Indies, ending quickly in death; to 
many inftances of which I have been a fpetta- 
tor, without the power of affording relief, in 
the advanced ftages of the diforder. 


It muft, then, plainly appear, 1. that healthy 
chyle cannot be expected when the bile is ill 


* See my medical advice for the army and navy ferving in 
het climates. 


G 4. fecreted, 
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fecreted, and vitiated blood is fent to > the liver 
from difeafed vifcera. 


2. From the bile being long retained in the 
gall bladder. 


3. From the conveyance of an impure bile 
through the hepatic duct, fo that the mixed 
bile in the duétus communis cholidochus does 
not enter the duodenum in a fit ftate for pro- 
ducing thofe proper mixtures; not only dedi- 
cated to carry frefh nourifhment to the body, 
but to protude the fecal parts of the aliments 
through the inferior part of the inteftinal ca- 
nal. he | ne 

The correction of the vitiated bile includes 
not only a removal of obftruction in the liver 
itfelf; but likewife of infarctions, congeftions, 
obftructions, and retarded circulation of the 
blood veffels, and of all the abdominal vifcera, 
which fend their blood into the vena porte. 


To effect fuch important purpofes, three con- " 
ditions of ereat magnitude and difhculty pre- 
fent themfelves. 


1. The removal of Shiai tumefaction, 
or obftruétion in’ the liver or fpleen and their 
dependent veflels, | 

2. The acquiring a free, eafy circulation in 
the lymphatic, arterial, and venal fyftems of 
the vifcera, and all their lymphatic glands, 
pegtbcr of the mefentery or other partie 
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3. The changing the vitiated, acrimonious 
blood to a pure falutary ftate. 


The accomplifhing thefe grand objects may 
lay the foundation for a radical cure of hyfteric 
and nervous complaints ; but doing lefs is only 
a palliation of the miferable fymptoms. 


If the powers of nature are not too much de- 
bilitated to co-operate with judicious medicine, 
fuccefs may crown medical endeavors: but if. 
the remedies moft effe€tual cannot be adminif- 
tered from conztraindications, the cure will be 
very doubtful, and fometimes impoffible : fed 
nil defperandum, omnia tentanda, with the ut- 
moft circum{pection. 


The removal of infarctions and fchirrofity in 
the vifcera can alone be expected by metallic 
preparations ufed as alteratives, In liver fchir- 
rofities of hot climates, mercurials ufed as un- 
guents, or prefcribed internally, have cured the 
complaint. Nervous, irritable, and hyfteric 
patients, however, very feldom can bear mer- 
cury alone in the modes ufually prefcribed ; 
the dofes are generally too large, and tremors, 
with other complaints, are the confequence of 
their ufe. , 

~ Though mercurials given in the large dojes, 
formerly too much in vogue,,may have pro- 
duced mifchief; yet it does not follow, that 
| very 
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very fmall portions, as alteratives, repeated at 
proper diftances, or combined with fome fto- 
machic laxative, will be injurious ; on the con- 
trary, excellent effects are produced. 


If mercurials alone be found too Rioiwtacing 
and hurtful té the ftomach, yet when united 
with fulphureous antimonials, their active, irri- 
tating particles on the ftomach and inteftines 
are obtunded; they become mild and effica- 
cious. 


No. 51. By. Pulv. antimon. cum mere. dule. Of. 
_ Pil. gummos, 5ij. M. accurate, f. pilule 
‘No. x. quarum fumat unam mane & notte, fu- 
perbibendo coch. ij. mifture fequentis. 


No. 52. Ry. Julep. e camph. Ziijfs. 
Aq: pur. Ziv. 
Spt. lavend. c. 3fs. M. f. miftura. 


To palliate nervous fymptoms while the 
above remedies are adminiftered, 


No. 53. RK. Tintt. foetids 
Spt. volat. aromat. 4a 3]. capiat gtt. xxxx, 
vel Lx. ex coch. 1. infus. rad. valerian. vel in 
fus. zingiberis ad libitum., 7 


No. 54: J. Sulph. aurat. antimon. gr. x. 
Cinnab, antimon. ppt. 3ifs tere fimul, deinde 
adde | 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. f. pilula No. xxxx. de 
quibus capiat ij, mane & notte, 


No. 
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Wo. 55. KR. Pulv. rad. valerian. 33). 
Julep. e camph. Sil}. 
Aq. pur. Ziv. 
Tiné, ftomach. %j. M. fF. miftura, de quo cae 
piat coch, ii]. ter vel quater in die. 
No, 56. R.. Athiop. min. 
Pulv. camphor. 44 3}. 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. f. pilula No. xxiv. qua- 
rum fumat. iv. mane & noéte. 
No. 57+ ly. Julep. e camph. 3v. 
Spt. volat. foetid. Zijfs. 
—— lavend. Zifs. 
Aq. pur. Zijfs. f. miftura, cujus fumat sae 
iij. ad libitum in languore. 
No. 58. R.. Kerm. min. gr. xij. 
Merc. dulc. fexies fubs ppt. & lot. gr. } tere 
fimul, deinde adde 
Pulv. camph. gr. xvj. 
Conf. cynofbat. q. s. f. pilule. No. xxiv. de 
quibus fumat 1j. mane & nocte. 
No. 59. R. Julep. e mofch. 
we —e camph. a4 Ziv. 
Confect. cardiac. 3ij. f. miftura, cujus eapiat 
coch. ij. ter vel quater in die, 


Thefe are the moft decided remedies in 
congeftions of the abdominal vifcera, in dif- 
eafed lymphatic veffels and glands, and, gene- 
rally, in all impurities of the blood: but as 
their preparations, and conjectures or demon- 
ftrations of their actions and utility, are invef- 
tigated in the part of this treatife which con- 
tains the management of the cancers of the 

) breafts 
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breafts and uterus, to thofe fubjetts is the ‘rea- 
_der referred. : 


In every ftate of obftruction from relaxation, 
and an irregular circulation of the blood 
through the abdominal and vifceral veffels, cha- 
lybeates perform wonders, after the /ordes on the 
furface of the inteftines are removed by proper 
laxatives, with or without the nervous. fetid 
gums, or half a grain of merc. dulc.; their 
_ufe fhould be perfevered in twice or thrice a 
week ; at the fame time chalybeates fhould be 
taken with bitters twice or thrice a day, or 
wine, and fome nervine, appeafing, carmina- 
tive remedy to alleviate the fymptoms. 


No. 60. F. Pil. ruf. Oijfs. 
. Meté. dulc. ppt. & lot. gr. iv. M. accurate, f, 
pilule No. xx..quarum {fumat unam omni notte, 
velamane & notte. 


No. 61. Ry. Limatur, mart. 3%. 
Pulv. flor, chamemel. 3ij. 


zingib, Zi]. 

Conf. rofar. 3ij. fyr. fimp. q. s. f. elec. cujus 
capiat Q. 2 N. M. ante prandium coenamque, 
quotidie fuperbibendo coch. i). infus. anjar. 


Fetid and volatile drops may be taken in » 
lownefs, or depreffions of fpirits, or agitations 
of the mind, 


Thefe plans of cure muft be perfifted in for 
| many 
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many months, or a radical cure of nervous dif- 
eafes will never be attained. 


The preventing or removing obftrutions in 
the lymphatic veffels or glands require a fimi- 
lar treatment. The lymphatic, or abforbent 


veffels, can convey poifons into the conftitu- 


tion; but they can likewife convey remedies. 
Venereal miafma; the bite of a viper, or mad 
dog ; animal putridity, and other deftructive 
matter of the moft fubtile nature, are conveyed 
to the blood by means of thefe veffels *. 
Mercurials externally applied purfue the fate 
courfe through the lymphatic veflels and glands 
to the thoracic duct, and mix with the blood ; 
thus many excellent remedies may be conveyed 


without difturbing the ftomach. 


The lymphatics of the abdominal vifcera 
having loft their powers of abforption, an ef- 
fufion of the coagulated lymph will be the 
confequence; coagulations of lymph, and tu- 
mefactions in the lymphatic glands, will like- 
wife arife from obftructions of lymphatic vef- 
fels or glands nearer the thoracic duct. Hence 

con- 


* Thefe facts dre at prefent but little known excepr 


amongft the lateft and moft learned anatomifts. Boerhaave, 
nor any of his difciples, well underftood thefe fubjeéts ; 
their pathology and methods of cure, are in many inftances ftri- 
kingly defeélive: but fo tenacious are many at this prefent 
time, of the leffons they received early in their youth, that 


they 
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congeftions in the inferior parts will be formed, . 
{cirrhofities and tumors fimilar to the fcrophula 
externally ; and by repeated diffections of dif- 
eafed perfons, who have been long afflicted with 
hyfteric, nervous, and other chronic difeafes, 
I have always found tumors of this nature in 
the iliac, mefenteric, or other lymphatic glands, 
Thefe were, it muft be acknowledged, often 
more the effects of the difeafe than the caufe; 
but yet, to prevent thefe congeftions and ob- 
fiructions muft certainly be a more rational 
mode of cure than the common treatment. 
There is reafon to fufpect they do or will exift ; 
and to prevent or remove fuch accumulations, 
is a more determined and fenfible practice, than 
merely to palliate fymptoms. The alleviation 
of fymptomis, particularly by opiates, renders 
the difeafe fomctimes more difficult and in- 
curable. 


To prevent or remove thefe congeftions in 


they are frequently offended at later difcoveries, and offer ins 
folent and unmerited oppofition, from no other caufe than 
becaufe they are zew, For my own part, I have endeavored 
to apply all the new doétrines to difcover the defects of our 
art, and to make permanent improvements; and am happy in 
making grateful acknowledgdments to Doftors Monro, Hun- 
ter, Meckell; to Meffrs. Hewfon, Hunter, Sheldon, Cruik- 
fhanks, furgeons, for their very ufeful difcoveries. I have, 
I hope, purfued the fame fubjeéts not without fome fuccefs, 
in applying moft modern difcoveries to praétice. 
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the lymphatic fyftem, mineral alieratives fhould 
be judicioufly prefcribed, and long continued ; 
urgent fymptoms fhould bikewtle be cautioufly 
mitigated *. 


The pilula rubra, the ethiops mineralis, cin- 
nabar with valerian, mufk or camphor, folu- 
tions 


* The whole practice to be found in authors for hyfteric or 
xervous complaints, when we except air, exercife, and a few 
tonics and mineral waters, are chiefly palliative ; and it is for 
this reafon cures are frequently not produced. Cordials, as 
confedtio cardiaca, fpirits of lavender, myrrh, fagapenum, opo- 
ponax, &c.; fatid gums, affafetida, caftor, fafron, vola- 
ule fpirits and falts, valerian, camphor, foot, animal fortid 
ails, plafters of galbanum, or affafetida, &c., to different 
parts; chamomile flowers, elder flowers, carminative feeds, 
angelica, ginger, wormwood, rué, centaury, orange peel, 
balm, mint, fage, pennyroyal, rofemary, lavender, birthwort, 
&c. &c. Some of thefe remedies are excellent palliatives, 
particularly camphor, valerian, affafeetida, volatiles, &c. but 
thefe laft often are too hot. ‘The major part are by no means 
adequate to remoye the diforder, and muft have been founded 
in fuperftition, or a very fuperficial knowledge of the powers 
of remedies, or magnitude and refiftance of difeafes. Wri- 
ters, in general, have only copied one anothers credulity, and 
often abfurdities. 

Emetics are prefcribed. Nothing certainly can be more 
rough, irrational, and hazardous. ‘The periftaltic motion of 
the inteftines is inverted, and its inverfion is feconded by the 
phyfician contrary to common fenfe: but befides, very few 
nervous perfons bear vomiting; their ficknefs or, naufea is 
f{ymptomatic, and the forcing a quantity of blood to the head 
by the vielence of vomiting, to my own knowledge, has proved 
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tions of argentum vivum in mucilage of gum 
arabic, with very {mall portions of tartarum 


fatal; and yet yomits are daily ordered without any refleCtion 
on confequences. 

Bleeding may in fome inftances be ufeful when the diforder 
isrecent, or where plethora abounds. 

Nitre is ordered by many writers. Scarcely any very hyfte- 
rical or nervous perfon can bear nitre on the ftomach. Itis a 
favourite medicine of mine in many cafes; but fhould fcarcely 
ever be prefcribed to the nervous: and, if it fhould be advife- 
ablein plethora, great heat, ftrong pulfe, &c, camphor or vo- 
latiles fhould be united with it; in general, however, it difa- 
grees. 

Opiates, as laudanum, &c., are extremely improper. WNer- 
vous patients are often convulfed, or a delirium and madnefs 
are produced by opium, when there is already an affeétion on 
the mind, or an irritation in the brain.. There are other ob- 
jeQlions. 

_ Opium is very ufeful on many occafions ; but it produces 
coftivenefs, detains the flatus or wind frequently, retards the 
circulation of the blood, and may be the caufe of various con- * 
geftions, from its known property of diminifhing, not only 
the moving powers, but the fecretions, and, in general, the 
excretions. In the Weft Indies, I never faw it fucceed 
in the locked jaw. Opium, therefore, though it might pal- 
liate in fome inftances, and is excellent on many occafions, 
yet itis hazardous. Camphor, valerian, fnake root, or affa< 
foctida, are more fafe and efficacious. The opinion that opium 
fhould be piven in large dofes, if it irritates in fmall, is a dec- 
trine replete with danger: I have known it prove fatal. 

Steel preparations are in many cafes ufeful, after inteftinal 
obftruction is removed. 

Dr. Mead’s remedy of valerian and cinnabar is one of the 
moft rational for removing caufes. 


anti- 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c. oy 


antimoniale, always prefcribed’ as alteratives, 
are efficacious remedies. 

» By fuch modes of practice, idliide bosphl 
tic glands, difeafed in the mefentery, or other 
vifcera, are cured : caution is neceflary, to adapt 
{mall dofes of mineral alteratives to the indivi- 
dual conftitution, and to perfevere many months - 
in their ufe. Impatience never conquered a 
chronic nor difficult difeafe ; and flying from 
ene remedy to another with an impetuous 
reftlefInefs, neither demonftrates penetration, 
judgement, nor fkill in the phyfician. Plans 
of cure fhould be coolly and maturely contem- 
plated, and fteadily purfued, unlefs they dif. 
agree ; Or all endeavors to eradicate nervous 
and hyfteric difeafes muft prove abortive. 

111. The changing the vitiated blood to a 
more balfamic and Jefs acrimonious ftate, con- 
fifts in the removal of the forezoing obftruc- 
tions. Afterward, tonics, as bark, fteel prepa- 
rations, chalybeate waters, and whatever can 
ftrengthen the relaxed. body, will be efpecially 
ufeful. 


Air, exercife, and diverting the mind with a 
-wariety of amufements, fhould be ftrenuoufly 
recommended ; to prevent thofe dreadful ap- 
prehenfions which arife from bodily indifpofi- 
tion, feizing the foul with fomething verging 
on defpondency. 


~. 
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The foregoing methods are not neceffary in 
flight, recent, nor accidental cafes; but in thofe 
inveterate indifpofitions that have long tor- 
mented and refifted the common attempts to 
cure, Heavy bodies cannot be moved without 
a force fuperior to their weight or refiftance ; 
nor difeafes be conquered but by remedies 
more effectual than their morbid oppofing 
powers, 


tv, In recent, nérvous, and hyfteric affec- 
tions, cures are frequently obtained by pal- 
liating the fymptoms, and bracing the relaxed 
habit. | 


Thefe modes of cure are applicable to cafes 
in which general relaxation prefents itfelf ; for 
by great debility, the fecretory and excretory 
organs have all their powers diminithed ; the 
leaft bodily or mental efforts produce languor 
and faintnefs, and the patients feel fenfations, 
as though they were hourly expiring. 


In fuch circumftances of morbid diftrefs the 
following prefcriptions have well fucceeded. 


No, 62, . Pil. gummos, 3}. 
—-~- Ruf. 3fs, M. accurate, f. pilule No. xxx. 
quarum fumat unam mane & notte, 
No, 63. R. Pulv. flor, chamemel, 33), 
Colcoth. vitriol, bene pulv, 3vj. 
Puly, zingib. 31, 
Conf, rofar. 3ij. fyr. croc. q. s. f. elect. cujus 
fopiatQ. N. M, ante prandium & coenam quo- 
tidie 


, 


tidie fuperbibendo coch ij. infus flor. chama= 
mel. t eiey ) 


Or the electuary, No. 61, is excellent for 
removing debility. 


No. 64. R. Gum. affafetid. 5ij. se al in ep. e camph. | 
3v. deinde adde » 
Aq, pur. 3ij. 
Tinét. flomach. 3}. + 
Sal. c.c. 3fs. f. miftura de qua-capiat coch. ij. 
in languoribus ter vel quater indie. 
No. 65. Ry. Tiné. flor. mart. gtt. xxx. vel 3j. 
Aq. pur. - 
—- cinnam. ten. 44 2}. f. hauftus. mane me- 
ridie .& vefpere fumendus. 
No. 66. Ry. Extract. flor. chamamel. 3). 
Sal. mart. Bisa M..f. pilule, No, xx. 
quarum fumat 11j. ante prandium & coenam. 


No. 67. RL. Spirit. lavend. c. 
—-~ volat. foetid. 42 3}. M. cujus capiat ett. | 
Lx. ex coch, ij. infus. rad. valerian. & zingibé- 

ris, languore molefto, vel fpirittis, defectu. 


No. 68. R. Pulv. cort. Peruv. gr. xv. 

—— rad. valerian. 3fs. 

Aq. pur 3xiv. 

Tinét. amar. 31}. f. hauftus, bis vel ter in die 
fumendus. | 

Wo. 69. Ry. Liquor. anadyn. Hoftm. 

Sp. lavend. comp. 4a 3j. M. cujus capiat 3}. 
ad libitum in coch. ij. aque, wel. aqua menth. 
pip. fimp. 

No. yo... Pulv. rad. valerian. 3ij. 

Decoét. cort. Peruv. Zvij. 

Tiné. ferpent. virg. 3). f. miftura, cujus ca 
piat coch, ij. ter vel quater in die. 

* H 2 No 
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No 71, Be, Pil. gummos, gifs 4 
——- ex colocynth. fimp, 3s, f, pilule, Ne. 
¥xxx, fymat unam mane & notte, 


No, 2» R. Decoét. cort. Peruv. 3vij. 
| Extra&. ejufdem, 3j. 
Tina. ftomach. 3vij, 


Elix. vitriol. acid. 3}, M. f. miftura, de qu4 
capiat « coch. iij. ter in die. 


Wo, Ds: Re Tina, fuligin, 


—<—— aromat, aa A 3j, M, cujus capiat gtt, 
Lxxx, ter ve] quater in die ex coch, ij. infus. 
rad. yglerian. in languoribus {piritufye defectu. 


The preceding forms of prefcriptions indi- 
cate their curative intentions; which are, the 
removal of congeftions, or obftructions ; the 
mitigation of all the grievous fymptoms, and | 
inyigorating to the relaxed and debilitated ha: 
bit. Thefe methods, however judicious, will 
prove fruitlefs in many inftances, unlefs the pac 
tients will be determined to fupprefs all wialeae 
emotions of the mind. 


- Hyfteric affections atifing from various 
or P imanederats flow of the menies, ar sen dita 
eafes, or paffions ef mind, thauld be treated 
according ta the circumftances of cafes and ha: 
bits of patients. Primary caufes being temoveds, 
effects of courfe will ceale. 


i 
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Debility, * ot delicacy of body, tag futweptis 
bility ‘of mifid, are the principal caufes of thefe 
Giforders: The diet moft likely to flrengthen 
_ ‘the weakened habit is of that nutritious kind, 
whith 48 difefted ana affiniilated with leaft la: 
_ bot to the ftomach, ot inteftines. | | 

Flatulency i8 produced by all signa as 
preens; fallads, &c. and leguminous food, fuch — 
as peas, Beans, &t. ahd rhahy fruits ; thefe, i in 
gendral, fhould be pate 3 allowed, or alto- 
gether avoided. 


‘Animal food affords the beft ae ere 
therefore meats of all forts, eafy of digeftion, 
are preferable to any other aliments. Low diet 
will never ftrengthen the debilitated ; But the 
ftomachs and cuftoms of individuals ought al- 
ways to be principally cdnfulted: 

Gelatirious fubftances, as jellies of hartfhort, 
_ifinglafs, calves feet, &c. muft not be too freely 
allowed; as they with difficulty pafs through 
the lacteal fyftem of nervous patiehts: Strong 
gravy, btoths of lean meat, or beef tea; in 
fmall quantities; with toafted wheaten bread; is 
eafily digefted, and received into the conftitu- 
tion, affords moft nourifhment to the body; 
and produces a compacter coherence in the re- 
laxed fyftem. | 

H 3 Punchs 
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Punch, lemonade, and moft vegetable acids, 
are improper. 


Tea fhould be very fparingly uted, or 1a- 
ther avoided, as it relaxes the coats of the 
weakened ftomach. Coffee and chocolate are 
better, provided they agree. 


Porter with ginger, or a glafs of ea pane 
are beneficial ; but all flatulent ales, {mall beer, 
or whatever is found to generate. wind, fhould 


be ftrictly abftained from. 


A clear, dry air is preferable to moift. Where 
electricity moft abounds, the animal fpirits are 
inoft lively ; where it is moft diminifhed by 
moifture, a phlegmatic dulnefs, or languid {pi- 
rits, may be obferved. The country is better 
than town air. 

Exercife and amufements are efficacious re- 
medies ; for whatever can gently agitate the 
body, and divert the mind from the prefent 
diftrefs, or future apprehenfions, will alleviate 


the difmal effects of the diforder. 

Sleep fhould be indulged, but fcarcely ever 
folicited by opiates. 

When reftlefinefs arifes from indigeftion, very 
light fuppers are neceflary, and a {mall portion 
of {pirit and water ramay be ufed to check fer- 
mentation. : 

All fecretions and excretions fhould be gent- 

ly 
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ly promoted, as the circulation of the blood 
will then be more regular. 


The retention of feces, urine, or perfpiratory 
fluids, are always productive of depraved hu- 
mors. . 


The mind fhould be preferved, as much as 
pofhible, ina ftate of tranquillity ; very trifling 


caufes irritate the nervous, and excite emotions 


not eafily fubdued. 


The nervous and hyfteric are accufed of pee- 
vifhnefs and irafcibility ; but this apparent vio- 
lence is more caufed by the miferable ftate and 
fenfations in the body, than any predetermined 
malignity of the mind, and therefore merit 
compaffion and indulgence. The melancholic 
fhould be roufed by amufements and proper 


exereiie ; the irritable and overactive fhould be- 


calmed by reft and cool reflection. 


Praétical Cautions, Admonitions, and 
Obfervations. 


Nervous difeafes frequently affume the ap- 
pearances of almoft every diforder incident to 
the human body; in'the head and ftomach, 
breaft and fides, are pains ; in the bowels, cho- 
| licky complaints, and fiatulent gripes; in the 
kidneys and bladder, acute affections like the 

H 4 gravel 
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gravel and ftone; but caution is neceffary i 
their treatment. | 

-If nervous -affeGtions be miftaken for acute’ 
inflammatory difeafes, and profufe evacuations’ 
by bleeding, purging, and cooling, are ufed,) 
dangerous confequences will fucceed to fuch an 
imprudent practice. 

Vomits are often prefcribed to nervous pa- 
tients, which is too violent. a method; the 
naufea, or ficknefs, is commonly /ymptomatic, 


and no judicious phyfician would apply fo. 


coarfe a remedy as vomiting to-a delicate fee- 
ble conftitution, when the ftomach is feconda-’ 
rily in fault; but he would rather attempt to 
remove the primary caules by lenient means. 


eee In thofe complaints denominated dilious, 
which term feems of a vague and unfettled fig- 
nification, vomitsare univerfally prefcribed: at 
‘random; but nothing certainly can be more 
improper or dangerous. 


An accumulation of bile in the ftomach, 
caufing great ficknefs, headach, &c. may be 
termed a dilious diforder; it is more known 
in hot than in European climates, and vomits- 
are the ufual remedy. 

The adminiftration of vomits in hits cafes: 
originated in-the times of 1 ignorance 5 but cuf- 
tom and fafhion have ftill erroneoutly continted: 
their ufe to the prefent period, notwithftanding 

the 
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thé modern knowledge in anatomy and phyfio- 
logy is direétly againft fuch a praétices  Ennu- 
mierabte other inftancés::might» be adduced, 
where the principles of practical medicine have 


by no means held pace with the many ufeful) 


and important difcoveries of the moderns in 
ahatomy,; chemiftry,; and phyfiology. 

 Bilé is tever in the ftomach naturally, for 
was it ever deftined, according to the laws of: 
the anifnal eéconomy, to’ be an inhabitant of 
the ftomach. 


it i¥ povired by the biliary duéis isto the 


duodenum, or firft of the fmall inteftines, where 


it unites with the oleaginous and aqueous pat= 


ticles of the digefted food defcénding from thé © 


ftémach’. 

Its purging, cathartic, or ftimulating quali- 
ties, affift the defcent and exclufion of the 
groffer parts of the food. 

The dile, therefore, has zo office or funttion’ 
to perform in the ftomach ; nor is ever there 
but in a ftate of difeate, occafioning great nee 
nefs. 


By an Ht es ek of bile irritating the 
duodenum, or from other caufes, efpecially nau- 
fea, the bile is forced into the ftomach by the 
inverfion of the periftaltic motion of the dvode- 


adm and pylords; in thoit, by thofe parts forcing: 
e the 
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the bile upwards, inftead of purfuing its na# 
“Cea courfe downwards. 


The bile, then, being forced by slits inverted 
action of the duadenum and pylorus into the fto-. 
mach, caufes nauiea, ficknefs, or vomiting. If 
the flow of the bile upwards be prevented, all 
thofe fymptoms, and the fuppofed neceffity of 
throwing the dile off the ftomach, would Ae un- 
neceflary. 


Vomits bring the dile upwards into the fto- 
mach, and caufe an increafe of the bilious dif- 
eafe; conveying the bile downwards, then, by 
eentle laxatives, is the moft rational and fate 
prevention ,and cure for bilious accumulations 
in the inteftines.. Bi/e and other matter is 
brought to the ftomach by vomits; but igno- 
rance fuppofes, what is thrown off was the 
caufe of the irritation, whereas it is the mere 
effeé? of vomiting, 


Vomits certainly give temporary eafe, but 
lay the foundation for future indifpofition: in- 
{tances there may be in which they are necef- 
tary, but they certainly fhould as much as pof- 
fible be avoided, for they always promote the 
afcenfion of the bile, and caufe a future necef- 
fity of vomiting. 


Gentle aloetics, with foap, or other laxatives, 
not only prevent the retention of bien the in- 
- teftine, 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c. 107 


teftine, but generally exclude it through othe 
inferior inteftinal canal, 

Vomiting is violent, the laxative task gen= 
tle; neither reafon nor experience can juftify 
rough practices, when mild methods can anf{wer 
every medical intention. 


‘It isimpoffible to know what injuries vomits 
may produce, by forcing a quantity of blood 
to. the brain; this has proved deftrudtive in 
many inftances, aud. the. ftomach has been 
forced out of its feat by this violent vomitiag 
action *. 


* A young man, named Bowles, in St. James’s fireet, was 
feized with a violent vomiting: Mr. Gent, furgeon, of. St. 
James’s ftreet, was called, and afterwards I was confulted, 
and prefcribed antiemetics and gentle ftomachic laxatives, and 
motions were procured. The patient raifed himfelf from his 
bed, feemingly in good fpirits, and had not been in.an exeét 
pofture one minute before he died. 

I opened the body in the prefence of Mr. Gent, and Mr. 
Zronfon, of Harley ftreet, and found the fiomach had forced 
itfelf into the cheft, pufhing the lobe of the lungs on the fide 
it occupied to the fuperior part of the cavity of the thorax. 
In the ftomach was contained about a pint and half of liquid of 
a darkith colour, but not fetid; the remainder of the cavity of 
the ftomach was inflated with wind. It appeared clear to me, 
why the young man died fuddenly in an ere& pofition; for 
the ftomach not defcending into the abdomen, bue laying on 
the diaphragm, refpiration was totally impeded by the heavy 
preflure of the ftomach; from hence fyncope and death.— 
Here is an inftance in which vomiting forced the ftomach' our 


wf it place, and proved fatal fuddenly. 
Vomits, 
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Vomitd; therefore, to all delicate; tet Vous; 


br bilious patients, thould be cautioufly pies 
feribed,; or rather wholly omitted: 


| 4e ‘Tin thé convilfve Kyftetic: pathon, Bleed 


iy YA Seneral; is’ neceflaty; particulatly if 


young plethoric patients: -In the pallid, laii- 
guidy and aivsteasoete it fhould certainly be 
omitted: ~ | r 

ange Palpitations Gf the heart) a digteutey of 
breathing, drid acute pains in thé theft, tay 
fornetiities Fequire bleeding : but the milder re- 


‘medies ought firtt to be adminiftered; a8 vola- 
tile liniments, with oleusi anifi, or oleum terebin- 


ibine dtheridle. Sitnilat~ applications have 
availed in flatulericy, when rubbed of the ab- 
domen; 

Intetnally, likewife; the bledm anifi to forty 
drops, with tinéara r bei, ér fuch ftomachic 
laxatives, have fuccefsfully expelled wind, when 
other remedies were not fufficiently warm nor 
ftimulating for the purpofe. 


6. Amoneft the palliativés, caniplidr, vale- 


tian, oleum animale, and caftor, are lefs heat- 


ing than the fetid gums, In fever and heat, 
or in a plethora, where red particles of blood 


much abound, the former are ¢ preferable to the 
~ fatter. 


Inthe hyfteric fit approaching neareft to the. 


apoplexy, bleeding is abfolately neceffary in all 


patients, 
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patients, except the old, pallid, dropfical, pouty, 3 
and extremely debilitated, 

The pul/e, as too low, weak, and almoft im- 
perceptible, is a fallacious guide 3 the Jower the 
pulfe, the greater neceffity for bleeding, No 
learned man would depend on the pulfe, “bil be 
governed entirely by the other evident fymp- 
toms, The low and nearly imperceptible pull 
shew the height of ob/ruétion in the heart, veflels 
of the Jungs, or a compreffion of the cerebellum, 

Bleeding in the occipital or jugular veins, oF 
in the temporal artery, are mof eligible, becaufe 
they immediately empty the blood from the 
part affected, namely, the brain, and the tur 
gid face, and fecures the patient, above all ather 
means, from the danger and fwdden fatality of 
the apoplexy. Not a moment fhould be loft 5 
for lofs of time in bleeding is the certain lofs 
of life, 


Since the difcevery of the elroulation of the 
blood, a dangerqus prejudice has prevailed 
againft focal or eledtive bleedings. | 

The chief argument again local bleeding 
is, that in the courfe of an Pour or swe, let the 


_pload be taken from whatever part of the bedy, 


the effect will be the fame, as though it were 
taken from the yein fituated neareft the diftafe ; 
but many difeafes, acearding tomy teafoning, 


are toa rapid to wait an hour or two; as come 


ef auty 
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cuffions, or comprefions on the brain, fradlures 
of the fcull, convulfions, apoplexy, epilepfy, 
See. gnc: 

The reafoning againft local bleedings appears 
very plaufible; and it may be true, that in the 
courfe of two hours circulation, the whole ha- 
bit may fenfibly feel the lofs of one or two 
pounds of blood taken from the arm, or any 
part. 

Apopleéic attacks, however, are too rude and, 
fudden, to wait an hour or two for this gradual 
depletion. The blood is forced from the 
heart, with refiftlefs violence, to the head, 
through the carotids, by which all the veffels 
in the membranes of both dura and pia mater, 
and the whole fubftance of the brain, are turgid 
and diftended with blood. 


If the veins do not carry, with equal cele- 
rity, the blood back, thus forced into the ar- 
teries of the brain, fome of the fmall capillary 
arteries burft, the blood pours out, and death 
may immediately enfue. 


In a diforder fo fatally rapid, and where 
death is produced by a fudden and over diften- 
fion of blood, would any reafonable perfon he- 
fitate at electing the moft effectual and imme- 
diate remedy, in preference to that which is 
dubious and flow in its operation ? 


The rupture of the over-charged blood 
veflels 
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veffels in the membranes of the brain is 
to be apprehended, and death is the confe- 
quence: the emptying thefe veffels with more 
rapidity by the temporal artery, the jugular, 
or occipital veins, is the moft rational cure. 
The practice is decided; and it has often, 
to my knowledge, preferved life in numerous 
cafes of the moft dangerous apoplexy:: at all 
hazard, in defperate cafes, blood by a large 
orifice mufl be evacuated, if not from thofe 
afore-mentioned veflels, by the veins of the 
arm, &c. 


Let it be acknowledged, that bleeding in the 
arm might in an hour or two, or fooner, empty 
thefe diftended vefiels of the brain: but the 
patient is often dead in a few minutes; the dif. 
eafe does not wait the flow progrefs, nor tardy - 
effects of a remote bleeding. Remedies fhould 
ever hold pace with the rapidity of the dif- 
eafe. | 


To illuftrate this fubject more clearly ; let it 
be fuppofed that a man had fallen into a large 
refervoir of water, and was in immediate dan- 
ger of being fuffocated, or drowned. 

To fave life, emptying the refervoir was im- 
mediately necefflary : but for this purpole two 
methods prefented themfelves ; the one by pul- 
ling out a large plug from the refervoir itfelf ; 
the other, by running a mile to turn a cock 

fixed 
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fixed at the end of a long communicating tube. 
In the former, by the fudden difcharge of the 
water, death is prevented ; in the latter, by de- 
jay it is inevitable. Which meafure would 
common fepfe, or humanity, purfue, under fuch 
a circumftance of preffing and immediate dan- 
per ? % 

The communicating fmall tube at a mile dif- 
tance would in time certainly émpty the refer- 
voir, but nat foon enough to fave a human 
life ; ner will emptying a blood yeffel remote 
from the brain, rationally anfwer the alarming 
and rapid exigency of an apoplectic cafe, ~ 

A much fpeedier method prefents itfelf. A 
few drops of blood from the nofe in the phre- 
witig, or delirium, has inftantaneoufly recovered 
the patient’s fenfes, when cupping, bleeding, 
or leeches have proved ineffectual. 

A prejudiced and unexamined opinion, dan- 
gerous error, and pertinacious obftinacy, defend 
bleeding in a remote vein, or even folemnly 
forbid the gperation in moft apoplectic cafes ; 
while the practice of bleeding in the temporal 
artery, the jugular, ar occipital veins, has ana- 
tomy, phyfiology, pathology, fuccefsful expe- 
tience, and. common fenfe for its fupport *, 


If 


* Neither the temporal artery, nor external jugulars, im- 
mneiately communicate with the cerebrum and cerebellum, 
but 
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If the banks of a river were overflowing, and | 
threatening devaftation to the neighbouring 
country, would a prudent man lofe time in 
running to a diftant fluice to remove the dan- 
ger, when a fluice was near, capable of carry- 
ing off the water immediately ? Or would any 
one employ a fnail, inftead of a fleet horfe, 
on any occafion which required expedition ? 
There are feveral cafes in phyfic that require 
a quick, penetrating difcernment, and rapid 
execution, in which the tardy determinations of 
folemn dulnefs; or flow. ee , would moft 
affuredly fail, 

In the fanguineous apoplexy, during the 
firft force of the paroxyfm, fudden death is to 
be apprehended ; there is no other alternative, 
than to bleed immediately ; fhould an effufion 
of blood in the brain even happen, fleepy 
fymptoms, cold fweats, or ftupor, and death, 
fucceed : the phyfician is confcious of having 
perforined his duty, and this to every feeling 
mind 1s an infinite fatisfaction. 

The principal fymptoms which determine 
the neceffity of bleeding are plethora, a tur- 
gency of the veflels of the face, tunica con- 
junétiva of the eyes ; inflation, rednefs, or livid- 


but they are neareft, and empty immediately the diftended vef- 
fels of the face, eyes, &c. and prevent ftagnations in the 


yeins, 


I nefs 
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nefs of the face; difficult and ftertorous refpi- 
ration ; floridity and diftenfion of the veffels in 
the lips ; and the operation fhould be performed 
promptly ; for the blood once coagulating in 
the veins, all hopes of reftoring life are at an 
end *, 


There | 


* J have opened feveral apopleétic cafes after death, and al- 
ways found effufions of blood in different parts of the brain, 
er its ventricles, &c.; and thefe appearances, which cannot 
be difputed, determined me to recommend and praétfe bleed- 
ing in the jugular, &c. 

About fixteen or feventeen years ago, I was calledto a per- 
fon who appeared dead from an apoplectic ftroke. There were 
two practitioners in the furgery line before I arrived, they had 
attempted bleeding in both arms without fuccefs, and confis 
dered the patient as dead, or paft all hopes of recovery. Per 
ceiving a lancet in the mouth of one of the furgeons, I 
natched it, and made a large orifice in the jugular vein, 
againft the united voice and clamor of the relations, who fup- 
pofed their friend’s throat cut ; blood immediately iffued forth, 
and in two or three minutes both the veins in the arms began 
to bleed. During the lofs of two or three pounds of blood, 
the patient began to fneeze, and faintly breathe, and, in fhort, 
foon after recovered. This gentleman lodged at that time at 
a Mr. Shield’s, fhaemaker, inthe middle of New Street, Co- 
vent Garden; he lived many years after, and, perhaps, is 
alive at this time. _ 

Another gentleman, well known in the great world, had 
frequent apoplectic attacks ; the blood ufed to force up througlr 
the carotids with an amazing pulfatory violence ; the face was 
firft red, then blackifh. I happened to be in the houfe three 
feveral times, and always faved him by taking away an im- 
menfe quantity of blood. After the operation he dozed, and 


grae 


. 
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There are, however, two diftinct {pecies of 
apoplexy to be accurately diftinguifhed from 
the natural conftitution, or patient’s health. — 

The fanguineous, happening to the more flg- 
tid, robuft, plethoric, and corpulent ; the other, 


the pitwitous, is common to the pale, gouty, and, 


exhaufted. The prognoftics of both are nearly 
the fame as to danger, but the treatment fhould 
be different ; for the former requires a profufe, 
the latter a fmaller venefection. Thefe methods 
of cure fhould be adapted more to the exigen¢e 
of the cafe, habits, ways of life, and peculiar 
individual circumftances of the patient, than 
to thofe fallacious guides, general {fymptoms ; 
which conftitute, indeed, the definition or cha- 
racter of a difeafe, but rarely point out the va- 
rious individual, or beft curative intentions. 


6. Before phyficians preferibe for nervous, 
hyfterical patients, the length of time the dif- 
order has ravaged in the conftitution fhould 
be confidered ; the methods of cure already 


gradually the next day recovered. He knew very little of his 
dangerous fituation. 

A fervant who had lived formerly with this very gentle- 
man, and lives with Lady W—, near my houfe, in Harley 
Street, had an apopleétic attack, and appeared dead. I di- 
rected Mr. Humpage, of Cavendith Street, Cavendith Square, 
to bleed profufely, which reftored the man immediately. 

-Profufe purging, antimonial diaphoretics, volatiles, finas 
piftms, and blifters, are likewife neceflary. 


I 2 adopted, b 
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adopted, and their effeéts : it is abfurd to re- 
peat, what has already failed. 


a. Inrecent and accidental attacks, when there 
is no reafon to conclude the vifcera in a dif- 
eafed ftate, light ftomachic laxatives and an- 
tifpafmodics will often fucceed. 


&. When the nervous affection has been of 
longer duration, or when it is more owing to 
delicacy of body, and exquifite fenfibility of 
mind, than to any accidental caufes, the antif- 
pafmodics will not only be neceffary, but to- 
nics, or ftrengthening medicines ; fuch as bark, 
fteel, vitriolic preparations, abftinence from 
watery diet, as tea, &c, and an indulgence, ac- 
cording to the ftrength of the ftomach, in the 
moft nutritious animal food. 


c. When the nervous diforder has continued 
many months or years, and it may be juftly 
concluded, that neither antifpafmodics nor cor- 
roborants will prove ferviceable, owing to the 
vifcera being too deeply difeafed ; then a long 
courfe of mild alteratives fhould be inftituted, 
and long continued; while the moft urgent 
fymptoms fhould be alleviated with Aphienie 
antiipatmodics. 


‘There are few nervous cafes, eines the. uae, 
cera be very unfound, that will not yield to-one 
ef the antecedent modes of a ‘this, 
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ehh |; 


abundance of pragical experince has amply 
proved. on ; 


The alteratives which have. ‘thot fucceeded 
are from No. ‘51 fo 59 of the pre 


fimul in moro vitreo per vil]. cas f, pithis: 


R.. Hujus ar 


Conf. rofars.g. s. f. pilule No. xx. quarum 
fumat unamh-thane & notte fuperbibendo coch. ij. 
mifture fequentis. 

No, 75. RK. Tart. antimonial. gr. j. folve in 

Aq. pur. Sie % 

. Hujus folutionis fs... 
Julep. “camph. Bae 
Tindt. valerian ae 
Or, 


No. 76. KR. Cinnab, antimon, ppt. 3vj. 

Pulv. e tragacanth. comp. 3. M. f. pulvis 
dividendus in xx. dofes, quarum capiat unam ter 
de die in coch. ij. julep. e camphora. 


Or, 
No. 77. R.. £thiop. mia, 3ij. fyr. balfam. q. s. f. pilule 
No. xxiv. quorum fumat iv. bis vel ter de die 
fuperbibendo coch. ij. mifture, No. 62. 


Many other prefcriptions may be invented, 
as caufe-removing remedies. 


Coftivene/s during the adminiftration of thefe, 


and all other remedies, fhould be prevented, 
not 
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not by falts, but ftomachic laxatives *; the al- 
teratives require to be continued many months, 
nay, fometimes years, before a radical cure can 
be effected +. 

7. There is nothing more erroneous than the 
affertion, that mental perturbation cannot be 
relieved by the art of medicine. A number 
of difeafes, not perfeétly curable, can be mi- 

tigated; the art extends no farther: but to 
deny relief becaufe we cannot effect a radi- 
cal cure, is inhuman. Mental affections are 
often relieved by a compaffionate and fincere 
fympathy in affli€tion, by fetid, antifpafmodic 
remedies, air, exercifes, and diverting 1 the mind 
from the depreffing objects. It is the office 
of medicine to unite thefe endeavors, and all 
others, that can rationally alleviate human mi- 


* Some phyficians even of eminence prefcribe Salis, as 
though we had no other laxative. Salts are more proper for 
the athletic, robuft and florid, and in inflammatory fevers, 
than for pale, nervous, and relaxed patients. : 

+ One very remarkable cafe of a lady, a patient of Mr. 
Hogarth’s, Swallow Street, who had laboured under all the 
miferable hervous fymptoms ever experienced for above fifteen 
years, and who had travelled all-over Europe to obtain advice 
of the firf phyficians, and who went to moft of the watere 
‘drinking places 5 ; but all without | any good effect. I being 
confulted, concluded the faiture to be owing to difeafed vif- 
cera, and immediately purfued an alterative courfe, which was 
continued feveral years. The lady obtained the moft perfect 
health, pn at pteiont fhe happily esc 8 


fery, 
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fery, even where no pofitive cure can be ex. 
pected. | 

8. Air, exercife on foot and hotféback, or 
in a coach, according to circumftances and fea- 
fons, amufements, and diverfions, greatly con- 
tribute to affift the operation of’ medicine, 
and fhould never in nervous hyfteric difeafes 
be omitted. . 


g. All diftreffing objects, all melancholy fto- > 


ries, fhould be concealed from the nervous and 
fufceptible; their tender frame is agitated by 


the mereft trifles from fympathy. The effects , 
of fympathy are aftonifhing. The moft amia-. 


ble and philanthropic minds, fhocking to re- 


fle&t! are moft punifhed through life ; while the 


unfeeling and worthlefs fcarcely ever expe- 


rience fympathetic concern. A great part of. 


the miferies of the nervous are certainly imagi- 
nary ; prefent forrow, future apprehenfions, oc- 
cupy the mind with an uncontrolled fway. 
The diforder to the afflicted is as real as any 
other the human body is fubject to, and equal- 
ly merits a fedulous attention, and humane com- 
paffion. 


A recent inftance of the effeé&ts of fympathy 
has appeared in the public prints; which fhews 
the furprifing power of imagination from fud- 
den horror, in producing convulfive, or epilep 

tic fits, and their eafy communication from one 
: as female 


Soo gy 
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female to another, fimilar to thofe already mene, 
tioned *. 


It appears, the fame effects have been pro- 
_ duced 


* There is no occafion to credit myfterious and concealed, 
er falfe caufes, promulgated by knaves and jugglers; for 
every experienced practitioner in medicine muft have feen nu- 
merous inftances in families, where the lady’s hyfteric com- 


plaints have been communicated, or.transferred to a female at- 


tendant; this again has communicated the faintings, fits, &c. 


to other females in the kitchen, who have been fufceptible, 
timid, and compaffionate. Such attacks originate in the mind 
being affected with terror, furprife, or fome frightful impref- 
fion, and the’ fits often continue through life ; which by every 
day’s practice in this great town 1s fully proved, without pre- 
tended magnetic powers, &c. How are thefe effects produced ? 
People are agitated, walk, and prophefy in their fleep; give 
divine anfwers to earthly queftions, fall into ftrong convul- 
fions, foam at the mouth. J anfwer; by ignorance and cre« 
dulity people perfuade themfelves of any impoffibility : in all 
ages it has been the fame, from times moft ancient. Lucian 
had his falfe prophet, who deluded the Emperor and all Rome. 
Bruffels boafts of the man who brought all the world together 
to fee him walk, in imitation of Our Savior, on the water. 
The bottle conjuror, the Cock-lane ghoft, the oyfter which 
walked when a/leep, are all recent in every one’s memory. 
Learning and good fenfe condemned thefe follies with reafon 
and ridicule: but credulity and ignorance bore down, like a 
torrent, every fober reflection before them. While the rage 
and folly lated, mankind were deaf to the voice of truth; 
and nothing but the experience of being dyped, which few 
like to acknowledge, brought them to their fober fenfes again ; 
then the myfieries drop, and the impoftors are defpifed, until 
fome new impofition appears. 


Hof 


Lhe 
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duced in different countries: amonegft the vo- 
latile and chearful French; amongft the cold, 


phleg- 


Hoffman and the German writers have faith in perfons. - 
being poffeffed by the devil, and have written grave, medical 


treatifes on the fubjeét, The power of witchcraft is chafed 
away from this and other countries by the lights of philofophys 
very lately. The fuperftitions of ghofts, apparitions, hob~ 
goblins, and departed fpirits re-appearing, ftill are believed by 
vulgar minds. Ridicula fuperfiitio ! 


Extra of a Letter from Prefion, Lancafhire, March 8, 173%» 


‘‘ The manufacturers employed by Meffrs. Pedders and 
Emett, in their fpinning works, at Hodder bridge, near this 
town, were lately much alarmed by an uncommon diftemper 
breaking out, and fpreading amongft them with great rapi- 
dity. 

“¢ Upon Wednefday, February the 14th, a healthy young 
woman dropped down fuddenly in ftrong convulfions, and ree 
mained in that fituation near twenty-four hours, with only a 
few flight intervals of about ten minutes each. After this 
time the convulfions returned for feveral days, in fits of a quar 
terof an hour, and of four hours continuance, but with much 
Jonger intervals. Upon the Friday following, another perfon, 
who had worked with this woman, was alfo affeéted in the 
fame manner ; upon Saturday, eight more; upon Sunday, fix ; 
and upon Monday, four. 

‘¢ The patients had little or no warning of the approach of 
the fits, but fell down fpeechlefs, and remained perfe&tly de- 
lirious during their continuance, with the body bent back- 
wards; and fo powerfully convulfed, that five or fix people 
were fcarcely fufficient to prevent a young girl from biting or 
tearing herfelf, or dafhing her head againft the walls or floor. 
Upon Sunday, the terrors of thefe people, and all around 

them, 
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phleematic Dutch, who are furrounded with 

large fwamps, canals, and the flupifying fumes 
of 


ther, were increafed to the higheft pitch, by the fpreading of 
the complaint ; and ftill more, by the inefficacy of all the 
means yet tried for their recovery, and the dreadful idea, that 
their difeafe was the plague, or fome fimilar infection intro- 
duced by the cotton. 

“© A phyfician of this place being confulted, difcovered that 
the difeafe was entirely nervous; that the perfon firft affected 
had been thrown into that fituation by the wanton application 
of a living moufe to her cheek, an aninia] which had always 
excited in her a kind of horror; and that the reft, who were 
ehiefly young women, had been affected merely by a kind of 
¥;mpathetic contagion. The application of eleétricity, of 
mervous medicines, but, above all, the feparation of the pas 
tients, and the quieting of their apprehenfions, by affurances 
of fpeedy recovery, foon put a ftop to the progrefs of the dif- 


order, and effected a cure: infomuch, that they are all at 


work again, and have had no return of the complaint fince.’”’ _ 

The above is @ ftriking infliance of the powerful influence 
of fear, and other paflions of the mind, upon the body, welt 
known, indeed, to gentlemen of the faculty, but fcarcely cre- 
dible to thofe who have not had opportunities of obferving 
their effects. 

Such hiftories fhould guard mankind from fuffering chil- 
dren, but girls in particular, from the fight of all objects that 
ean produce fach effects ; for epileptic fits, and even lofs of 
fenfes, have been the confequence for life. One of the mage 
artic amufers has perfuaded a credulous, nervous young many 
that he can by magnetifm render his hand as tranfparent as 
giafs, and no arguments can operate fo as to make him bee 
beve the contrary. . ; 
| © Fools ave the game which dmaves purfue.” Any impus 

| deng 


- 
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of tobacco ; amoneft the Englith, likewife, the 
fame phenomena have appeared. The fudden 
force of imagination at terrible fights, then, of 
-perfons apparently dead, in fits, or convulfed, 
have produced fimilar effects, which naturally 
arofe from timidity, have been infamoufly by 
the magnetic impoftors called Jes crifes; and 
they have impudently afferted, in France and 
elfewhere, that fome unperceived, undifcovered 
magnetic fluid produced thefe ftrong fymp- 
toms; whereas they arofe from weak, credu- 
lous minds, abounding in fear, and put in ac- 


“ 


dent pretender, who can bring his mind to aét an infamous 
part, has only to be determined to conclude all mankind 
fools: let a bait be hung out, the more improbable the bete 
ter, and folly will always enlift under his ftandard. A man 
who was groom toa riding mafter in this town, turned urine 
doétor, and has fucceeded to admiration, by having an artifie 
cial worm put into a bottle of fpirits, by which ftood a mifera- 
ble-looking meagre Frenchman, pretending that the Doétor 
had brought the worm away from him. This was fcarcely 
ever fufpeéted, till the Dodfor and Worm manufadturer quare 
relled, and then the roguery was expofed. Thoufands of 
thefe deceptions have ever been praétifed ; and they muft ever 
fucceed in large cities, where frefh fools always arrive. Peo- 
ple do not know, that the powers of the mind are often fo 
weakened by the difeafes of the body, that men appear to pe~ 
netrating obfervers, quite different perfons in health, or when 
under difeafe. Hope and fear are the grand movers of the 
human mind; deceivers ftudy how to apply properly to them 
both; and they fucceed. 


tion 


/ 
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tion by fudden furprife, or tedious, pre-alarmed 


expectation: 


fe ; 3) P 


nei On feveral nervous Symptoms.” 

yo hresyat 

Nervous people are, by the nature of the 
difeate, fickle, giddy, inconftant, difhdent, and 
impatient, and ‘often become their own ene- 
mies, by flying from fkill and fincerity to any 
ignorant. pretender of medicine. They often 
attribute their miferable fy mptoms to the re- 


medies given. "They fhould be told, the dif- 


ficulty of curing this difeafe, and the neceffity 
of a fteady adherence to what 1s prefcribed ; for 
they often do irreparable evil by changing their 
phyficians. If in any part of medicine the pro- 
verb of * fine fide nulla falus,” can be applied, it 


Gs to the nervous. Where there is no faith, 


there is no cure. 


The innumerable fymptoms afflicting the 
nervous and hyfteric patients arife chiefly from 
fympathy. The nervous confent of parts is 
truly wonderful, and extremely curious; but 
can be demonftrated by diffecting for the nerves, 
and particularly the par vagum and intercoftal ; 
their ganglions and connections. ‘Thofe who 
affert medicine is in the dark with regard to 
mervous difeafes, are deceived, and betray an 
inexcufable ignorance of the extent of the art ; 
they are eafily accounted for, though their cure 

may 
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may prove difficult. There is through the 
whole human frame a furprifing nervous’ con- 
fent and fympathy. A fcratch im the feer, 
hands, or wrifts, I have feen produce, in the 
Weft Indies, that horrid, fatal diforder, the 
locked jaw. Wippocrates faid very juftly of the 
human body, ‘* that there was one conflux, one 
‘© confpiration, and, that all the para con- 
“ fented.” 


Galen fuppofed all hyfteric complaints to 
arife from aretention of the /emen ; he inge- 
nioufly and planfibly accounts for fympathy by 
the property of the magnet attracting iron, 
though they be not in immediate contact. 


The medical philofophy of the ancients was, 


in general, affertions without proofs; ingenious 
reafonings without demonftrations, or at 
five experiments. I, who have waded through 


the maffy volumes with unremitting ardor 


many years, am thoroughly convinced, if the 
major part of the ancients were deftroyed, 
nothing would be loft to the republic of let- 
ters. An inquiry into the ancients, and the 
progrefs of fcience, are curious ; but the ims 
portant’ difcoveries and ocular demonftrations 
of the moderns are infinitely’ more ufeful *, 


51 . 
N Ci- 
* Whoever wifhes to fee 2 full account of ancient medical 


learning, may confult my Hiforia and Schola Medicine, in 
which 
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Neither much reading, clafficat learning, nor 
meditation, forms the complete practical phy- 
fician, without a happy genius to dire& judi- 
cioufly the application of medicines from ve- 
getables, minerals, chemicals, and a proper ufe 
of the nonnaturals. — 


The hyfteric fymptoms may be arranged un- 
der the claffes of natural, vital, and animal 
functions, their feveral caufes, and general re- 
miedies. 


4 dry Skin. 


If arifing from debility in the minute arte- 
rial fyftem, it is beft removed by tonics; if 
from obftruéted pores, by the retention of 
the perfpirable matter, by antimonial, and 
other diaphoretics, tepid water or dry vapor 
baths ; if from the lofs of the contractile arte- 
rial powers, fimilar to palfy, by volatiles, fti- 
mulating liniments, blifters, and frictions ; 
which laft remedy is very ufeful in all cafes of 
impeded perfpiration. The pores of the fkin 
are fo minute, that a grain of fand, according to 
Leuwenhoek’s calculation, will cover 125,000 
of the perfpiring pores, According to Santto- 
rius, out of eight pounds of food, five pafs off 


by perfpiration: this, however, is very diffi- 


which the whole is arranged in fo concife a manner, as to be 
comprehended with very little labor. 
cult 


* 
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cult to aaa as it varies in all ReP and 
jn all climates * | 

If adry fkin pias arife from atts eva- 
cuations of urine, alvine feces, or the menfes, 
thefe require checking by vitriolic acids, aftrin- 
gents, or tonics. : 


Profufe Sweating, or increafed Perfpiration. 


Profufe {weating is commonly a fign of great 
debility. It is attendant on confumptive dif- 
eafes and hectic fevers; therefore, unlefs the 
caufe can be removed, which is frequently im- 
poffible, the increafed and weakening perfpira- 
tions cannot be checked without danger of 
purgings, increafed fever, or difficult breath- 
ing. : 

When acrimony in the perfpirable matter is 
the caufe, cinnabarine alteratives and correctors : 
of the prevailing acrimony, and infpiffating: the 
blood, are ufeful. 


If from laxity of the pores, and too large 
a portion of ferum, corroborants, abftinence 
from weak liquids, and preparations. which 
firengthen the relaxed fibres, are neceflary, 
bark, fteel, vitriolic preparations, &c. 


* Gorter, in Holland, makes forty=fix to fifty-fix ounces ; 
Keill, m England, between thirty-one and forty-two ounces, 
which pafles off daily. 


By 
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- By proper evacuants of urine and the feces. 


Cool dry air, cremor tartar, moderate ex- 


-ercife, but, above all, an extremely rigid ab- 


ftinence from liquids of all forts, will moft 
avail, 


Wind, or Flatulency in the Stomach. 


There is always a quantity of air in the fto- 
mach and inteftines; but it may collect fome- 
times in one part, fometimes in another, and 
caufe a painful over diftenfion ; this fuperabun- 
dance fixing in any part, or inthe ftomach par- 
ticularly, caufes what is called oppreffion with 
wind. 

The ftomach often attempts to force it up 
or downwards; but the termination of the cefo« 
phagus, or gullet, or the beginning of the py- 
lorus, being contracted, wind is retained there 
fome time, occafioning painful hiccups, fick- 
ne{s, tremors, and convulfions. : 

It is impoffible to determine how far the 
ftomach may be diftended by the elafticity of 
the air. It is known, that what was detained 
in a cubical inch, may expand fo as: to Gill a 
{pace of 146 mches *. 


Atmofpheric air bes been reduced into 1838 
times lefs {pace than it before poffeffed ; and it 


 * Hales, 


has 
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has been rarified and {welled fo as to fill a {pace 
4000 times greater *. 

_ Air may be deprived of its elafticity by the 
burning of brimftone, as 1s Known 1 in vinous 
fermentations. 


Mulfchenbiock ébferved; chats particleofattitd 
boiling water expanded itfelf to 46,6 56,000,000 
greater than it appeared before. 


Without adverting to calculations, I have 
made experiments upon all forts of vegetables, 
and find that leguminous foods, as beans, peafe, 
&c. fend forth the greateft quantities of air in 
digeftion ; boiled vegetables, fruits, and fallads, 
lefs ; animal foods, unlefs in a ftate of putre- 
faction, the leaft of all. 


“It is almoft certain, that an immenfe quan- 
tity of air paffes through the minute veins of 
the ftomach and inteftines; for there is always 
a great quantity tranfpiring through the fkin, 
and air is mixed with all the human fluids 
and folids. ' 


The air being detained in the ftomach or 
inteftines, cither by the impervioufnefs of the 
minute imperceptible veflels, or by the debi- 
lity of the ftomach and inteftinal canal, are the 
probable general cauifes of all the difmal and 
painful fenfations arifing from wind +. 


As 

* Mufichenbrock. : 

+ Deftru&to inteftinorum tono, alvina eyaeuatio reéte fe 
K ROR | 
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« As leguminous food, fruits, ‘and vegetables, 
are productive of flatulency, they fhould be 
avoided by weak, nervous: patients, and -ani- 
mal foods fhould be preferred. 


Stimulating cordials and carminatives. pal- 
liate the, fymptoms. arifing from wind, as fpi- 
rits, ginger, carraway feeds, anifeeds, confedtia 
cardiaca, cinnamon water, &c.: but medical 
intentions are beft anfwered by forcing. the 
flatus downwards, by carminatives, and laxa- 
tives of the bitter ftomach kind. 


Aloetics and foap, ginger, and ‘ctalindie be- 
fore meals, or fuchremedies; or lac fulphur, 
magnefia, and ginger, are proper, and prevent 
coftivenefs. 

To correét. and gi iheaias the, aii cine, 
lime water and abforbents often fucceed ; but 
nothing anfwers the purpofe fo well as drinking 
not above a {mall difh of tea or coffee in the 
morning and evening, avoiding all vegetables, 
and living chiefly on animal diet, and well fer- 
mented bread *. ) 

[hiccups 
non habet & flatulentiz & fpafmi multas moleftias creant.—~ 
Hoffman. . 


* See my treatife on diet, and the effeéts of different 
foods, &c. 


Anatomical diffeBions after death in flatulency.. 
The ftomach has been found highly inflamed, has burft in 


fome inftances, and immediately proved fatal. » 4 
Tnteftina, 


- 
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\- Hiccups. 


Hiccups may happen without any ill confe- 
quences from a full ftomach, and it is cured by 
furprife, a draught of cold water, vinegar, or a’ 
little {pirits ; which remedies, likewife, remove 
the diforder when arifing from fmall particles 
of food fticking to the cefophagusyé&e. iS 

Hiccups, though in health they often happen 
without difeafe, yet in the laft ftlage of putrid 
and other fevers, diarrhoea and dyfentery, they 
are accounted a fatal fymptom. 


Singultus or hiccups depend principally on 
the diaphragm, which, by an irritation of the 
cefophagus, ftomach, &c. by confent of parts, 
afcends and defcends in a convulfive manner, 


Inteftina, flatibus diftenta callo arftata, verminofa, tumori- 
bus multisobduéta. Stupende dilatationes cceci & coli. Ver- 
mes, flatus in abdominis cavo, aris maffa a peritonzo cohi- 
bita, inculpatis inteftinis. | 

Hepar fcirrhofum, putridum, contraétum, induratum cum 
cyftide fellea atrabile ad crepaturam turgente. 

Lien ampliffimus, nunc valde exiguus. 

Epiploon quibufdam inflammatum, vel putredine abfum- 
tum. 

Pancreas feirrhofam, tabidum, putridum. 

Mefenterium infarétum. 

- In abdomine colluvies ferofa, parca tamen eopia ftagnans. 


ae K 2 and 
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and not according to regular infpiration and 
expiration *. 

If hiccups fhould arife from the flatulent 
ftomach during digeftion, it fhould be treated 
as flatulency, by carminatives, and directing 
the flatus downwards, and removing the an- 
tiperiftaltic motion of the inteftines, which often 
force upthe wind. 

The inflated ftomach aGing on the diaphragm. 
from diftenfion, clofes the tube towards the eefo- 
phagus; this contraction refifts the air which 
the ftomach attempts to expel. 


Affafcetida, camphor, valerian, ginger, and 
antifpafmodics, volatile alcalies, &c, are ex- 
cellent palliatives, and often remove the com-. 
plaint, efpecially if joined with carminatives. 

Stricture 


* The fingultus or hiccups are accidental or chronical, and 
may arife from a variety of caufes, as fuppreffions of common 
evacuations, gout, faburra in the ftomach, worms, violent 
emetics, or cathartics, poifons, a prolapfus of the cartilage. 
xiphoidea, luxation or fraéture of the ribs, or by any tumors 
prefling or impeding the diaphragm in its action. Internally 
it may arife from inflammation of any of the vifcera, ileus, 


cholera, dysentery, hamorrhages, &c. 


+ Anatomical DiffeGions after Deaths 


Inveniuntur innumere pedforis lefones, pulmones inflam- 
mati, purulenti. Stemachus bile wel faburra fcatens,. gangra- 
nofus, {cirrhofus, inflammatus ultra modum dilatatus; cujus 

nerve 
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Striélure in the wfophagus, 


The wind forced from the ftomachs of ner- 
vous patients fometimes remains in the cefo- 
phagus or throat, andi threatens fuffocation, by 
compreffion on the windpipe, and large veins 
returning blood from the head. This is re- 
lieved by antifpafmodics, fpirit of lavender, 
and {piritus volatilis foetidus, drank in ginger 
tea. 

An oily mixture, im which the water is 
united to the oil by fpt. c. c., will often remove 
the firicture, when other remedies fail. 

If the difficulty of {wallowing arifes from 
inflammations, fpafms, or tumors about the 
fauces, cefophagus, or neighbouring parts, or 
ulcers, the primary caufes muft be removed. 
The fame is to be obferved, if by confent of 
parts it fhould happen, as inflammation of the 
diaphragm, ftomach,,. inteftines, liver, or other 


vifcera, the ftomach has been forced from its 


mervi nonnunquam a tumore in Vicinis partibus premuntur: a 
fede depulfus. 

Hepar amplifimum, inflammatum, zque ac alla inteftina,. 
renes, vefica, aliave abdominis vifcera. 

Omentum fcirrhofum, crafflum, ventriculum deorfum, tra- 
hens peritomeo agglutinatum. 

Paffim annotantur, putredines, gangrene, &c, 


K 3 feat 


an overweight | of fat. 


/ ~ 
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feat by relaxation of its connecting parts, or by 


The Cardialgia, or Heartburn, 


Is a hot, pungent pain in the ftomach, caufed 
by fome acrimony’ irritating its nerves; or it - 


originates from other vifceral difeafes, by con- 
fent of parts. 


If acidity in the ftomach is the caufe, which 
is known by acid, fharp eruétations, abforbents 
are ufeful, as'chalk, prepared oyfter fhells, &c, 
magnefia, and lac fulphuris ; or any of the vo- 
Jatile alkaline fpirits, as fpiritus falis ammoniaci 
volatilis; the fal fod, or fal and lixivium tar- 
tari, to ten drops, with bitter ftomachics, lime 
water, &c.. Thefe neutralife acidity. Rhu- 


barb and ginger are proper before meals. 


The limatura martis preparata is likewife ex- 
cellent, efpecially when debility and pallor ac~ 
company thefe fymptoms. 


In the acid cardialgia, milk and fweetened 
food increafe the violence of the pain; for milk 


coagulates by the contact of the acid. in. the 


ftomach ; and all fweets are converted into a 
fharp acid humor, when acidities abound. . 
Cinnabarine preparations with magnefia are 

fometimes ufeful, 
A rancid acrimony is likewife amongft the 
caules 


Ce et oe — 
& x 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c tye 


catfes of the heartburn, which is perceived by 
oily, rancid, putrid, and fulphureous beichings. 
In this fpecies, aloetic elixirs, and ftomachic 
{pirituous tinctures; vitriolic acids, with or 
without» bark ; Hoffman’s anodyne liquor, ‘and 
fimilar preparations, are ufeful, 


In the rancid heartburn, eggs, oil, and fat 
meats, are highly improper. 


In many cafes in which death has’ enfued, 
where the heartburn feemed to be the predo- 
minating complaint, various parts of the tho- 
racical and abdominal vifcera have been tumi- 
fied, fcirrhous, or otherwife difeafed. In thefe 
inftances the heartburn was only a fymptom *, 


* Anatomical Diffections after Death. 

Bilis acerrima vel zruginofa in ftomacho, lapilli biliares, 
fanguis extra vafa.—Ventriculus flarulentia vel cibis in im- 
menfam molem diftentus ; a fede depulfus; ejus tunice craf- 
fiores, occallefcentes, inflammate, purulente, ulcerate, intus 
& extra exefe, pytride, gangranofe, f{cirrhofe, cancrofa, tu- 
mores, farcofes, verruce, puftule, vermes, lapides, extranea 


deglutita, metallica, lapidea. 


Pylorus tumidus fcirrhofus, ulcerofus, aut valde sebendetd 


Duodenum morbofum, diftenfum flatibys. 
Hepar fcirrhofum, inflammatym, purulentum, putridum, 


morbidus lien, pancreas, mefenterium, omentum, &c. 


Veficula fellea ad crepaturam referta; concretionum bilia 


rium ftupendus numerus. 
Herniz epiploice, procidentiz ventriculi, lienis, &c, 
Aneurifma aorte vel coeliacz arteriz. 
Cordis immenfa moles. 


Mediaftini & pericardii phlogofis, 


K 4 The 
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The terrene abforbent earths, if not diffolved 
in the ftomach by the aéreal acid, or acid hu- 
mor, they remain in the ftate they were taken, 
and lay heavy. 

In chronic cafes, with debility, mineral wa- 


ters have fucceeded ; for acidities, the chaly-. 


beate; for the rancid acrimony, Seltzer, and 
fimilar waters, are to be preferred. 


The cure, then, of the heartburn, chiefly 
depends on different modes of treatment, by 
acids and alkalies; ftomachics and tonics; car- 
minatives and aloetics, ethiops, or cinnabar ; 
but in the ufe of either acid or alkali, great 
judgment is neceffary in prefcribing the prox 
per quantity to /aturate, or correct the offending 
matter. 


Voracious Appetite, or Bulimus, 


Is an unnatural and keen appetite for food. 


The patient has a continual craving for food, | 


and eats with uncommon eigen but receives 
little nourifhment, 


The caufes are, a fharp gaftric acrimonious 
juice, poured into the ftomach by the arterial 
orifices, or exhaling arteries ; fram depraved 
blood, depraved exhalations in the ftomach, 
and other parts, ; 


Worms 


“Rie; 
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‘Worms are likewife the caufe of this Aunsy 
fenfation. 


There are examples of men, at one ner de- 
-youring above forty pounds of meat, with an. 
almoft incredible quantity of bread and wine *. 

Aloetic purges, and correctors of acidity, 
are the remedies; but, above all, changing the 
acrid ftate of the blood by ethiops mineral, cin- 
nabarine, and other metallic alteratives; thefe 
have cured where all common remedies have 
been ufed in vain. ‘The vifcera are commonly 
difeafed, and ftomachic remedies cannot ra- 
tionally be. expected to fucceed, though they 
may act as auxiliaries during the radical cure, 
which requires patience and perfeverance in 
the remedies +. 


‘ 


Worms. 


Anthelmintics are neceflary for worms, as ca- 
Jomel and aloetics, affafoctida, or garlic, or 
purges ; to which are added the /al fodz, borax, 

or 


* T remember a man fome years ago, who was a German, and 
farnous for fwallowing feveral pounds of large pebble ftones, 
which could be rattled one againft the other, by ftriking the 
ftomach. This man could eat fix or eight pounds of meat 
every meal; but he always appeared very meagre and pale. 

+ Sectiones cadaverum. 

Stomachus ultra modum turgens: in ejus cavo cruor ftag- 
pans collyvies atramenti inftar nigra; bilis eruginofa, & quafi 

yitrie 
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or pulvis fabine ; for thefe laft remedies, by 
diflodging part of the mucus adhering to the 
inteftinal canal, oblige the worms, which ftick 
like leeches to the inteftines, to let go their 
hold,.and by this means they are effectually 
evacuated. Cremor tartar and aloetics effect 
the fame. Peruvian bark and chalybeate pre- 
parations, | 


Depraved Appetite, Sc. 


A difinclination or loathing of food is called 
a depraved appetite. 

Authors give many names to this diforder, 
according to the degree or peculiarities of af- 
fection, as dyforexia, anorexia, pica, malacia, 


&c. &c. 


It happens to pregnant women; and it.is 
furprifing what ftrange fancies have poffeffed 
their imagination, in defiring abfurd things for 
food, as rofin, pitch, tar, greale, ftone, brim- 
ftone, fhells, dirt, clay, &c. and they often 
greedily eat thefe things without injury. A 
difeafed ftomach is not only predifpofing to 
nervous hyfteric affections, but it often gives 
rife to many fymptoms. 


vitriolica ; pylorus laxior, duétus biliaris in ventriculum hians. 
Stupendus proventus lumbricorum, folium, five lumbricus 


Jatas. Lien ftupende magnitudinis. Hepar ampliffimum. 


In 


ww 
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In chlorotic girls fimilar difeafes are fome- 


“times obferved *. 


Caufes. Debility of ftomach and ates 
blood, with a relaxing acrimonious gaftric 
juice, rendering the ftomach fo feeble, that by 
repeated experience from effects of various 
foods, the mind abhors the very fight or imelt 
of any. 


Whatever the ftomach has repeatedly re- 
jected, imprefles the mind, and occafions fu- 
ture diflike ; fo that the bare mention of cer- 
tain things create difguit, naufea, or vomit- 
ing +. | ° 

Cure. During pregnancy, little is to be at- 
tempted ; magnefia, lac fulphuris, and ginger, 
are moft proper. 

In the chlorotic, the primary diforder is to 
be removed. 


For the nervous and hyfteric, aloetic laxa- 
tives, correctors of the, particular acrimony, 
abftinence from tea, and all watery relaxing 


# See Chlorofis. 

+ A perfon, it has been known, who has taken’ ‘one or 
two dofes of ipecacuanha, will be eafily ruffled by the fight of 
this drug, and feel in his ftomach a difagreeable fenfation. 
Thofe who remember taking jalap, or buckthorn, or any 
other naufeous drug, in their infancy, will eafily produce by 
recolleétion difguft in their ffomachs at the bare recital of the 
drugs, &c, Difagreeable foods or drinks produce the — 
effcéts. cf . et 

j . liquids; 
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liquids ; bark, fteel, chalybeate, or Seltzer wa- 
ter, air and exercife, are ufeful. 


Cramps in the Stomachy 


An over contraction, or dilatation of the 
mufcular coat of the ftomach, may be deno-r 
minated a cramp of the ftomach. 


Caufes. Whatever violently irritates the 
nerves of the ftomach, fo as to aé with force 
on its mufcular coat. It can originate, like- 
wife, in rheumatifm, gout, and other difor- 
ders, as a fymptom. 

The dilatation is commonly arifing from 
wind. | 

The contraction, from the acrimony of the 
fluids circulating in-the mufcular coat, fhorten- 
ing or contracting the fibres of the mufcles *, 

| Cure. 


* Thefe dilatations and contraétions are eafily conceived 
when the action of dilatation and contraction of the ftomach 
is confidered, as being full or empty. 1 have feen many cafes 
of extreme diftenfion; one in particular, from eating peafe, 
where. the ftomach f{welled.in the form of a little mount, ap- 
pearing rather conical. The pain and diftrefs in this: cafe 
were inexpreflible: for the wind, which was its principal 
caufe, increafed in bulk to an.enormous degree, and could 
neither afcend nor defcend, for both the entrance from the 
e@fophagus and the pylorus were perfe&tly, for a confiderable 
time, contracted fo as to render both orifices impervious. I 
prefcribed fome calomel and rhubarb in pills, and an oleagi- 

nous 
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Cure. ‘he diftenfion fhould be removed by 


Carminatives, aloetic purgatives with calomel, 
and antifpaf{modics, 


The contraction of the ftomach is moft dif- 
ficult to remove, and requires great attention 
to diet; asin the former cafe a diminution of 
wind is neceffary, fo in the latter, a moderate 
creation of air is ufeful: the ftomach, how- 
ever, is fo contracted, and its fibres fo rigid, as 
caufe a very painful refiftance to the fermenta- 
tive procefs of digeftion. In proportion as the 
air extricates itfelf from the food, and diftends 
the ftomach, fo proportionably is exquifite 
pain excited. The ftomach is fometimes fo 
violently affected, as to be incapable of bear- 
ing any folid, or fearcely liquid food. 

All hot fpirituous liquors and cordials, 
though they are commonly recommended, are 
highly improper ; for though they give a little 
temporary eafe, yet they caidfe an increafe of 
the diforder, which preventing nutrition, in 
time proves fatal. 


The diet fhould be light and very fimple, as 
panada, toafted bread foaked in beaf tea, or 


nous mixture, with tincture of fena, /piritus cornu cervi, &Ce 
Thefe remedies fucceeded; and the lady, who is now living, 
has never had any return of the diforder, by obferving a pro- 
per regimen, and preyentiag coftiyeneds, 


\ 


barley 
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Barley broth; but always in {mall cine 
and never very warm. 


Meat in fmall portions, made tender in dref- 
fing, by fimmerine, and bread; agree with fome 
better than liquid F668. 


The medicines ufed internally fhould be of 
the antifpafmodic kind, gently laxative, ae 
oleaginous ; outwardly fomentations. 


The following remedies I have Pannmaerat 


> 


No. 78. B.. Julep..e camphor. Ziv. 
Ol. amygdal. dulce. Ziifs. 
Tind. fen. 3}. 
an EDhe Ce Lu, Zp NE. he miftura cujus capiat coch. 
ij. bis vel ter im die. 


Or, 7 


No. 79 R.. OI. amygdal. dule. Ziifs. 
Aq. rofar. 
—— pur. aa Zufs. 
Mucilag. gum. arab. Ziij. fyr. fimp. q. s. fa 
miftura, cuj. capiat coch, j. vel ij..ad libitum. 


An oily draught, with a few drops of oleum 
anifi, or other effential oils, aflafoetida, cam- 
phor, mufk, and valerian, or other antifpafmo- | 
dics, clyfters, or a femicupium, will often alle- 
viate the fymptoms: but if the diforder coi- 
tinues long, nothing but a méneral alterative 
sourfe is likely to eradicate the complaint. 


The diforder being feated in the minuteft 


fyftem of veflels, nothing but what is extreme- 


ly 
. 


ee > 
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ly penetrating and gentle in its operation can 


-anfwer any decided curative intention.  Pre- 


{criptions of this. nature, however, fhould be 


well confidered ; for whatever irritates the {to- 


mach itfelf, will increafe, inftead of curing the 
diftemper. Cinnabar, ethiops, crude quick- 
filver, or lac fulphur, fhould firft be given, and 
afterwards the more powerful alteratives. 


No. 80. fj. Cinnab. antimon. ppt. fs. 

: .Pulv. e tragacanth. e 314. M. f. pulvis divi- 
dendus in xij. dofes, quarum fumat unam bis vel 
ter in die, incoch. jj. julep. e camphora. 


Phyficians who carry their ideas of medicine 
no farther than to palliate fymptoms, prefcribe 
opium ; this confirms the difeafe, and renders it 
afterward incurable: but in fome very painful 
cafes, humanity demands an alleviation of dif- 
trefling fymptoms ; under which circumftances, 
medicine is forced to adminifter mitigators of 
pain, while the other remedies are operating ; 
the pilula e ftyrace, to three or five grains, is 
proper. } | 


Watry Liquid, or Phlegm rifing in the Stomach. 


The accumulation of a ferous liquid in the 
f{tomach originates in either an increafed faliva 
defcending from the mouth, or from relaxa- 
tion of the orifices of the exhalent minute ca- 


pillary 


144 A TREATISE ON 


pillary arteries of the ftomach, or from an in- 
ereafed fecretion of the pancreatic juice, forced — 
from the duodenum to the ftomach. 

~ It fometimes occafions naufea and vomiting, 
in which efforts, a limpid liquor is thrown off 
from the ftomach. : 


Thefe various fpecies commonly arife from 
relaxation, or irritation from different ftimull, 
whofe acridity fhould be treated agreeable to 
their fpecies, by diluting, changing, or evacua- 
tion; or neutralifed, if acid or alkali, and af- 
terwards with corroborants, as bark, fteel, &c. 
An extreme dry diet will be neceffary. , 


Stomachic. purgatives are likewife particu. 
larly beneficial ; for by conveying the offending 
matter downwards, an opportunity is obtained 
of removing the relaxation, and giving energy 
and vigor to the weakened veflels of the fto- 
mach by tonical reniedies. 


Nau fea, o? ficknefs withont voutiting, 

Is an inclination to vomit without effec- 
ting it. | 

It is an attendant on cardialgia, and a variety 
of other diforders, pregnancy, &c. oceafioning 
an averfion ‘for food, an increafe of faliva, difs 
gufted ideas at the fight of various objects, lofs 
of appetite, debility, &c. 
| | e 


oss 
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if arifing from acidity, it is cured by abfor- 
bents and antacids ; if from dile, by gentle lax- 
atives, rhubarb, fena, cremor tartar, or infus. 
fene and fal diureticus ; if from worms, by the 
anthelmintic remedies. 


If from flatus, or wind, by carminatives dnd 
ftomach purges. | 

In pregnancy it frequently happens from the 
changes the impregnated uterus occafions ; ‘but 
this fymptom, as Jikewife vomiting, vanith 
commonly toward the fifth month; and they 
fhould be treated with great gentlenefs, by 
veneefection, fac fulphuris, magnefia, and. rhu- 
barb, or the faline, or volatile faline draught. 
As it is 2b Saheim vomits fhould never be 
ufed *, | 


If from Sy ASpailif or confent of parts, the 
primary caufes muft be inveftigated and fub- 


_ dued ; thefe exift, more or lefs, in the vifcera. 


If from nervous irritability, by antifpafmo- 
dics, volatile’ alkaline draught with confeétio 
cardiac. bitters, Hoffman’s anodyne liquor, {pi- 
rits of lavender, &c. 

Vomits in thefe cafes are dangerous, though 
very commonly prefcribed. In many difeafes 


-of the vifcera, vomits are abfolutely coztra- 


* See my treatife on The Caufes of Death in Childbed in- 
veftigated, and treatment of females during pregnancy, lying- 


in, &c. 


L indicated ; 
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indicated; the irritating caufe in the ftomach,, 
therefore, fhould always be conveyed through 
the inteftines,' and evacuated downwards, par- 
ticularly ‘in ‘nervous eafes.. Violent. practices 
are proper or ufeful to ftrong conftitutions,. 
anc: violent difeafes; in delicate nervous females, 
the gentleft methods fhould be preferred, left 
the effects of the remedy might prove more in-. 
jurious than the difeafe. | 


Pomting. 


A forcible ejeCtion of food, or any other fub- 
ftance, from the ftomach, through the ceefopha- 
gsus.and mouth, is nominated vomiting. 

It is either idiopathic, when arifing from a 
eaufe.in the flomach itfelf;. or fymptomatic, 
when | originating from, difeafes, feated in any 
other part of the body, | Nod < bt 

Its imamediate caufe is .am antiperiftaltic,. 
fpafmodical, convulfive conftriétion of the fto- 
mach,. preffure/of the diaphragm, and abdomi- 
nal mufcles. 


It is an effort of nature to expel whatever 
molefts, or is troublefome in the ftomach.. 

The fpecies of vomiting are alimentary,. bis 
lious, pituitous, acetous, lacteous, atrabilious, 
ulinous, or verminous, &c. requiring different 
trea’ BREN, 2 cording to their refpective caufes. 


The 


; Pr. 
FEMALE DISEASES, &e. 14 


The caufes are numerous, and fhould always 
‘be well confidered before any remedy * is ad- 
miniftered *. 

In 


* Vomiting may arife from the following, and many more 
caufes: but thefe will be fufficient to thew the izeficacy and 
danger of giving vomits ; which are too frequently and rafhly 
prefcribed by the vulgar, and particularly by perfons quite ig- 
norant of medicine. | 

-x. From hard drinking. 

2. Saburra, or foul ftomach. 

3. Errors in diet during ladtation. 

4. Dentition. 

s. Worms. 

6. Hunger. 
7. Poifons. , 

8. Callofity of the pylorus; + fpafms, or convulfions ; hic= 
cups, or contraétion of the ftomach. 

g- From hypochondriac and nervous affections, and depraved 
imagination. 

x10. Ulcer in the ftomach. 

21. Steatoma in the ftomach, abfcefs, tumor, or fcirrhus. 

12. Pregnancy. 

13. Stony or calcareous concretions in the ftomach, as in 
fome gouty cafes. 


+ A remarkable inftance of this fort happened to the child of Mr, 
Marchant, Sutton Street, Soho, who rejected its food conftantly for 
many weeks, and was continually in convulfions whenever any food 
was received into the ftomach, After many remedies were prefcribed 
without fuccefs, the child died, and I opened it in the prefence of Mr. 
Mainwaring, of the Strand, and Dr. Huber. The pylorus was found 
perfeétly callous, imperforate, and greatly thickened. The caufe of 
the convulfions and death were clearly invettigated; and it feemed the 
ftomach had abforbed nutrition a confiderable time without the laéteal 
fyftem. 

Lz 14> Bite 
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In nervous and hyfteric complaints, vomit- 
ing originates in the diforders and affections ot 
the head, lefions of the nerves, perturbation ot 
the mind, or vitiated vifcera. 


The fubftances forced from the ftomach 


14. Bite of a mad doz, from the putrid infection received. 
7 rs. Black or yellow bile forced into the ftomach. 
“46. Obitruétion of the duodenum and inteftines. 
17. Obftruétion, and various difeafes of the liver. 
18. Stony concretions in the gall bladder, or paflage through 
the biliary ducts. £4 . 
19. Pancreas difeafed. — 
20. Hernias, of various fpecies. 
21. Inflammation of the ftomach. 
a2. Several affeCtions of the inteftines, as colica, cholera 
morbus, diarrhoea, dyfentery, piles, &c. 
-23. Gravel or ftone in kidney or bladder. 
24. Abfcefs, inflammation, obftruction, or ulcer of the 
_fophagus.  * | | 
25. A prolapfus of the xiphoid cartilage. . 
26. Sailing at fea, riding in a coach, turning. the head 
quickly round, vertigo, &c. 
27. Concuffions, contufions, fra€tares, and all diforders of 
the head. * 
a8. Every fpecies of malignant fevers, in particular jail 
and putrid fevers. 
_ 29. Metaftafis, or tranflation of morbid fomes from other 
PAFES>wieg 
Zag ‘Suppreffed menfes, or too great evacuations. 
3 1. Every -diforder almoft of the wemb. 
» 32. Various colfeétions of fubftances or matter in the fto- 
mach, or relaxation. 


34. Difeafes of the heart and organs of refpiration. ~ 


fhould 
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fhould be examined; for they are more fre- 
quently brought from the inteftines, ell 
ginating in the ftomach itfelf. vf te 


Yellow, or dark-colored bile is | certainly 
forced from the duodenum; blood appearing, 
from retention, of a blackith color, may be ef- 
fufed from the rupture of fome fmall blood 
veflels, by the force of vomiting; or, perhaps, 
_ in fome inftances, when the eéxhalent arteries 
opening on the internal furface on the ftomach 
are greatly relaxed and irritated, red blood may 
be forced through their orifices, which are na- 
turally deftined to carry a limpid ferum *. 


* In the inflammations of the eyes, the increafed action of 
the arteries frequently force red particles, where ferum fhould 
only pafs in the minute arteries. 7 

In the laft ftage of malignant putrid fevers in the Wek 
Indies, red blood in a putrefcent ftate is forced through 
the pores of the fkin in every part of the body, This, 
though rarely, I have feen in 1762 and 1763 at the Havan- 
nah, and other parts of the Weft Indies and America. From 
this circumftance, independent of the reports of other authors, 
- I am inclined to believe the fame pofible on the whole inter- 
nal furface of the ftomach and inteftines, occafioning the moft 
vehement colliquative and putrid purgings. 

In health, a confiderable quantity of ferous fluid is ex- 
haled through the arterial orifices in the ftomach, conftituting 
part of the /uccus gafricus, or ftomach juice to ape a digef- 
tion. Any contamination of the blood will certainly’ change 
the fluid exhaling in the ftomach ; ‘and this will affeét digef- _ 
tion, chylification, nutrition, &c. The blood, more or lefs 
prone to a lax ftate, may pour out liquids in the ftomach ca- 
pable of producing putrid eructations, &c, &c, 


ie ee The 
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The cure of nervous vomitings confifts in con- 
veying the offending matter downward by gen- 
tle ftonifichic bitter laxatives, by antifpafmo- 
dics ; and afterward to give tone and vigor to 
the relaxed ftomach, by bracing reimedies ; as 
vinum chalybeatum, with fimple cinnamon 
water, fweet élixir of vitriol, Hoffman’s ano- 
dyne liquor, infufions or seiehige om of bark, 
chalybeate waters, &c. | sib 


Lue HamAp rad 3 water is excellent tor this 
purpofe. » 

“If from acidity, by abforbents, lime water, 
magnefia, ginger, and rhubarb; if from alca- 
line matter, by acids of the vitriolic kind and 
ftemachics, Mynficht’s elixir of vitriol, &c. 

To palliate, ether, naphtha of nitre, {pirits 
of lavender, ‘oil of mint or cinnamon on fugar, 
faline draughts, or the volatile faline <a 
made in the springs oh manner, , 


No. 78. R. Sal. ammoniac ei: Df. 
Succ. limon. q.s. ad ee adde 
aq. cinnam, fimp. 3]. 
Confect, cardiac. 5}. f. hauftus, bis vel ter im 
die fumendus. sey Han | . 


Or the following mixture may be “bigs 


No: 79 Bee Sal. volat. Cre. 3fs0 

. o»  Suce. limon, q. s. ad faturationem deinde adde 
Y: ‘Aq. cinnam. fimp. vel flor, aurant, 

2 —m omens DUT, AA Sills, 


Ting, 
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ot pial oo imfeerbeb fpirite, ZaMé fe-mittura, cujus | 
capiat coch. j. vel 1). ter vel quater in die. 
No: 80, R. Sal. c. c. gre ¥. 
»<- ~~ Aqeaneth. vel menth. vulg. fimp. Zifs. | 
Confeé. cardiac. 9j. f. hauftus ter in die fu- 
mendus. 
Vel, bibat egra ante prandium &.ccenam 3ij. 
, "tindture rhei {fpt. cum abel, ij. aque pur. 
ne 
‘Jn every fpecies of vomiting, coffivene/fs 
Should be carefully prevented or removed, that 
the inverted periftaltic motion of the inteftines 
may be direéted to take its natural courfe, in 
propelling the contained matter or fubftances 
through the inteftines ; this is effected by clyf- 
ters, &c. 


“When the vomiting is chatea by difeafed vif- 
cera in general, or the womb and its appen- 
dages in particular, it-muft be removed by ap- 
plying aie to the primary — Pe: 


RAs 


In 


* Anatomical difieCtions after death, 

Raro occurrit ftomachi mala conformatio, fed nowmanquam 
mole portentofum ; 3 e fede fua depellitur, tum a propria her~ 
nid, tum 4 hernia epiploica, fcirrhofus in multis i inv enitur ven- 
triculus. Pylorus huic vitio magis obnoxius eft, in nonnullis 
cartilagineus, offeus, ceaeeractha. obftruétus fuit a nummo, 
aliove corpore extraneo; ventriculus puttulis, tumoribus obfi- 
tus, phlogofi, purulentia, exulceratione & reaps tactus, 
di laceratus, | 

L 4 Hepar 
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In no cafes, however, are vomits neceflary to 
nervous hyfteric patients, unlefs the matter 
already in the ftomach cannot. be propelled 
through the inteftines ; or if any poifonous fub- 
{tance fhould have been fwallowed, as opium, 
hemlock, preparations of lead, &c. 

When the vifcera are chronically difeafed, 
all vomits are contraindicated ; for no one can 
forefee their dangerous confequences : in acute 
diforders of the ftomach and inteftines they 
may be occafionally neceflary; but fhould ne- 
ver be prefcribed without the utmoft cau- 
tion. 

As palliatives, in nervous naufea and vomit- 
ings, aflafoetida, fagapenum, opopanax, caftor, 


myrrh, faffron, and fimilar medicines, have 


Hepar inter cetera vifcera abdominalia frequentius foedatur, 
inflammatum, purulentum, fcirrhofum, fteatomatofum, gan- 
grenofum, ftomacho accretum, aridum, durum, & quafi elix- 
atum,. 

In veficula fellea concretiones; & copia magna bilis ; infer~ 


tio infolita duétus communis. 


Inteftina valde diftenta, & alibi quafi filo conftriéta : extra 


abdomen una cum epiploo depulfa ; putrida, accreta, intusfuf- 
cepta, vermibus plena, obftructa, difrupta, gangrenofa. 

Lien, pancreas, mefenterium, omentum, varie lefa, calculj 
renum. : | 

Tumores ftomachum & inteftina comprimentes, 

Cartilaginis xiphoidis prolapfus, 


their 


— 


——— a 
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their advantages, and may fafely be prefcribed, 
while the deeper and more important caufe- 
removing preparations are taken. 


Bile in the Stomach. 


There are two fpecies; the one yellow, bit- 
ter, and very irritating; the other livid and 
blackifh, and in a great meafure inert, until it 
has obtained a difpofition to putrefaction. 


Thefe fpecies are forced up from the firft 
inteftine by the inverted periftaltic motion of 
the inteftines, . 


When in the ftomach, the former fpecies oc- 
cafions great ficknefs, and, by confent of parts, 
fevere headach., 


The cure and prevention have already been 
explained; which confift in conveying the of- 
fending matter through the inteftines by mild 
ftomach laxatives, and by fupplying the defec- 
tive inert qualities of the bile with foap and 
aloetics, rhubarb, infufions of fena, cremor 
tartar, or fal diureticus. Coftivenefs fhould 
be prevented with great care. 


Wind in the Stomach and {mall Inteftines. 


: It is known to be in the ftomach by a tumor, 
diftenfion, hiccups; in the fmall inteftines, by 
being 


. _ 
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being feated moftly in the centre of the abdo- 
men, and a particular hardnefs or tenfion. 


Its emiffion from the ftomach is called eruc- 
tation; this is promoted by carminatives with 
tinct. rhei, &c. Thefe warm remedies gently 
ftimulate the coats of the ftomach, to a due 
contraction ; by which the exit of wind is pro- 
cured upwards. 

When wind is feated in the fmall inteftines, 
it is to be promoted downwards. This is to be 
effected by warm carminative flimulants, with 
affafoctida, bitter ftomachic laxatives, as in- 
fufions of fena,’ chamomile, &c.; or carmina- 
five clyfters, &c. See wind in the ftomach. — 


Wind in the large Iateftines. 


Is known by the diftenfion and pains “being . 


more in the circumference of the abdomen ; tg 
be fimilarly treated, 


Wind and hardened feces are eafier evacuated 
from the large than the fmall inteftines, in this 
cafe emollient clyfters do great fervice i in a fhort 
time. 


Coftivene/s. 


Coftivenefs is a’ too long retention of feces 
i, the inteftines. : 


{The ‘caufes are multiplex, seiceh fhould be © 


confidered before the removal can be effected. 


1, Tumors, 


~ ee ( v i. = 9 ~ ~ ade 
Se ee i. ey Se 


~ 
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x. Tumors, or difeafes of the wiles, par- 
ticularly indurated mefenteric glands, by .com- 
‘preffing the inteftinal canal, retard the, free 
paflage of the feces. 

' This is frequently incurable ; but the moft 
probable means of cure are by mineral altera- 
tives, calornel in {mall dofes, and bitter cathar- 
tics, 


2. Obftrufted biliary ests jadick are beft open- 


ed by calomel, aloetics, fal diureticus, foap, and 


oleaginous cathartics, or the oleum ricini; als 
mond oil, ‘manna, and tinéture of fenit &e. 
emollient clyfters,, &e, | 


3. If from a fpafm in the duftus communis 

cholidochus by aw over diftenfion of the duo- 
denum; by the foregoing Sead and anti 
pafmodics. 
* 4. Debility in the moving or mufcular powers 
of the inteftines, is a caufe of’ coftivenefs; 
laxatives gently ftimulant fhould be conftantly 
ordered, and at intervals’ ftomachic bracers, 
electuarium lenitivum, with ginger, eled7uarium 
e fcammonio, aloetic pills, &c., fhould be daily 
ufed until the caufe be removed. 

5. Drynefs of the inteftines, from obftructed 
exhaling arteries, or abfence of pancreatic juice ; 
known by dry hardened lumpith feces; is beft 
removed by caftor oil, mutton and veal broths, 
oleaginous ae and vegetables boiled. 
wt 6; J4- 
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6. Infpiffated mucus, covering the interna] fur-, 
face of the inteftinal canal, fo diminifhes irri- 
tability as to require alcaline falts, foap, fal 
fodz, or borax with bitter laxatives; as infu- 
fions of fena, with chamomile and carminative 
feeds of anife, carui, &c., to extricate the ad- 
hering matter. The alcaline remedies are to 
be ufed with caution, in fmall dofes and well 
* diluted; left they abrade the villous inteftinal 
coat. ‘They are contraindicated, whenever the 
patient has formerly labored under diarrheea, 
hemorrhoids, or bleeding piles, &c. 


4. Paralyfis of the inteftines rarely happens, 
except by preparations of lead, or ead in wines ; 
_ which by flow degrees, though {mall in quantity, 
proves fatal. The remedies are oil and vola- 
tiles, cordials, ftomachics, and irritating clyf- 
ters; ftomach purges, and afterwards invigo- 
rating tonics. 


8. The tumors and other affections of the 
womb; the ftone or gravel frequently caufe 
obftinate conftipation: remedies fhould be di- 
rected to remove thefe complaints, in con- 
junction with mild eccoprotics and emollient 
cathartic clyfters, daily repeated. 


9. Coftivenefs arifing from a fedentary life 
and much contemplation, as amongft the ftu- 
_ dious and literary, fhould be removed by ex- 
ercife of body and relaxation of mind. Many, 

| other 


te 
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other caufes might be affigned as productive 
of conftipation ; but thefe are fufficient for the 
prefent purpote. | 

All aftringent diet and acid auftere wines are 
to be avoided: roafted apples, prunes, or 
French plumbs, accelerate the defcent of the 
feces. 


Glauber and Rochelle falts, the fal polychreft, 
tartarum folubile, and fuch faline purgatives, are. 
more effectual than any of the foregoing lax- 
atives; but they feldom agree with the fto- 
machs of the nervous, old, gouty, or debilita- 
ted: in fome inftances, however, their affift- 
ance mutt be folicited *. 


Bilionas- 


8 ae 


* Diffe€tions after death. 


’ 


Inteftina repleta, fecibus induratis, materiaque quadam 


#. 
Signet 


mucida, intricata, ultra modum diftenta flatibus, concreta, 


6 Seas ee 


obftructa, lapides continentia. 

Colon & craffiora inteftina fecibus duris & quafi lapidef- 
centibus obftructa. 

Repertum fuit colon nucleis ceraforum, & perficorum ad 


trium librarum pondus infarétum, dilatatum ventriculi inftar 


& in fine ampliationis coarftatum, ac annulo carnofo fphinc- 
teris ad inftar conftrictum. 
In illo invente fuerunt farcofes ingentis molis: occalefcen- 
tie, tumores, tubi coalitus ab exulcerati lateris contactu. 
Vifa organa hec putrida, gangrenofa vel’ dilacerata, a 
ftagnatione colleftarum materiarum. 
Sepe ventriculus & inteftina a fitu dimota, fcirrhofa, 
Hepar fcirrhofum, veficula fellis, nunc inanis, nunc ture 


| 
gida vel lapideis concretionibus foeta. | 
Pamcreas | 
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}4 Bilious excrements. 


An overabundance of bile fecreted in the 
liver and poured into the duodenum, will irritate 
the inteftines, occafion great pet and bilious 
purgings. 

Thefe evacuations are not to be checked by 
aftringents, but gently promoted by rhubarb 
and cremor tartar, decoctions of tamarinds and 
fena: thefe acid and ftomach purgatives cor- 
rect the bile, and facilitate its evacuation with 
little pain. 

When the bile is thoroughly evacuated, 
gentle. ¢onics are proper; but great caution 
fhould always be obferved, never to clofe the 
bile duct opening in the duodenum by aftrin- 
gents; for inflammations and fcirrhofities of 
the liver have been the confequence. I have 
feen, bark. and., elixir, of vitriol produce thefe 
effects, the war before laft at the Havannah in 
1762, andiother Weft India iflands.. Vhefe 
affections of the liver are cured by. antimonials 
and mercurials given as alteratives. 7 


Pancreas induratum, ingens; lien magnus, pendulus; omen- 
tum, craffum, putridum, imteftinis accretum. 

Paffim tumores, e ventriculo, mefenterio, utero, vagina, 
aliifque partibus exfurgentes comprimunt tubum inteftinalem. 

‘Lefones cerebri & medullz {pinalis feepe inteftinorum pa- 
ralyfim pof fe trahunt. . 


The 
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The bile may be forced into the inteftine by 
an over diftenfion of the ftomach, either from 
wind, or too great a quantity of food; this 
fatter proves falutary, for it promotes a tem- 
porary purging, and removes the effects of over 
repletion. 


When the bile is increafed by paffions of the 
mind, which is no unufual concomitant “of 
anger, or violence of temper; ferenity of 
mind muft be earneftly recommended. Perfons 
who poflefs the beft and/moft noble fentiments 
are often too irritable, they expect'more in- 
tegrity than the world .pofleffes:; but. if-their 
perturbations, of. mind. arife from human, vil- 
lainy, vices, or errors, | no reformation. will 
be produced by rage or angry paffions. Thofe 
who are capable of infamy, feldom. blufh at 
the recital of it: the benevolent and worthy, 
however, do not owe the deftruétion of their 
own health, when it can anfwer no important 
purpofe ; it is too precious a facrifice. Forefight 
to prevent, or calmnefs and acquiefcence under 
temporary | misfortunes, fhould be ftrongly in- 
culcated to the nervous. 


Black excrement, or feces. 


Thefe appear to originate in an ill feereted 
bile, or its too long retention either in the gall 
bladder, or duodenum. 


It 
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It is inactive to a certain degree, and by tot 
fiimulating the inteftines from its deftitution of 
puregative qualities, coftivenefs is produced ; 
its long retention is followed by a tendency to 
putrefaction ; for the fixed air being extricated, 
flatulency is the confequence. 


The defeent of this black bile fhould be 

promoted by ¢infura facre and cremor tartar; 
or any acid laxatives ; its ftagnation in the in- 
teftines fhould always be prevented, as it would 
affift in producing-a vitiated chyle, and a bad 
habit-of body.) \ 
Oranges, the fumitier acid fruits, or roafted 
apples are proper, if they agree well with the 
flomach ; thefe check. the putrid tendency of 
the vitiated bile in the inteftinal tube, and prove 
gently laxative. 


When’ the caufe is in the liver, mineral al- 
teratives are the moft proper medicines to re- 
move obftruction, or {cirrhus. 


Blackith ftools may likewife arife from ef- 
fufions of blood i in the ftomach, or inteftinal ca- 
nal, from the exhalent arteries ; or from chaly- 
beate medicines: thefe circumftances therefore 


fhould be well afcertained, before medicines are 


preferibed. 


Pale-colored argillaceous excrements. 


This is a common fymptom of the iferus, or 
jaundice, 
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jaundice, and happens from the want of bile 
in the inteftinal tube. 
The caufes are, : 
. An obftruction in the biliary duds. 


2. A difeafe in the liver, by which the bile 
is not properly fecreted. 


3. The bile is conveyed into the blood in- 
ftead of the gall bladder, or inteftines, caufing 
a yellow diffufion in every part of the body. 


Gall Stones obftructing the biliary ducts, are 
commonly known by exquifite pain in the part, 
argillaceous or clayifh feces, vomitings, &c. 
This is to be treated by venz fection ; olea- 
ginous purgatives, and manna, emollient clyf-_ 
ters, warm baths, ‘&c. 3 

If the caufe fhould exift in a difeafed liver, 
productive of the jaundice; aloetics and calo- 
mel in fmall dofes; fal diureticus, and the 
bitter infufion, frequently cure the complaint. 

Saponaceous remedies and rhubarb, are lefs 
‘efficacious than the antecedent. 

A mineral alterative courfe afterwards, will 
often prevent the return of the difeafe; as it — 
is moft likely to remove gradually obftructions 
in the liver, or ducts without irritation. 

_ Acids are recommended both by practition- 
ers and authors in the jaundice; but very er- 
- roneoully, 

M | The 
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~The bile is diffufed through the whole habit; 
acids, as generally prefcribed, cannot follow it 5 
for they are neither received by the lymphatic 
fyftem, nor inhalent veins, unlefs exceedingly 
diluted ;. confequently eahnot counteract by 
neutralifation, or folution. in the whole body, 
the alcalefcent quality of the yellow-coloured — 
fluid; but when the bile is in the inteftines, — 
acids, and acid laxatives are very beneficial ; 
becaufe they more prebably come in contact, 
and correét, or expell the offending matter. 


Boerhaave, and Van Swieten,. recommended 
the verzal her bage. Stony concretions in oxen, 
are removed by the fpring grafts, efpecially — 
thofe who have lived upon hay, &c. in the — 
winter : Upon this principle, the /uccus graminis 
is prefcribed as a powerful detergent and de=~ 
_ obftruent. 


Purging ss 


Purging is a too frequent, or inordinate eve- e 
cuation of feces, or excrements.. 

The caufe is a ftimulating matter, or toor 
ereat irritability of the inteftines, by which — 
frequent contractions of the fibres are excited 5 
thus all the fecretions are more sabundancigil 
produced, and by the increafed periftaltic mo-” ; 
tion, the contents are quickly evacuated in. a , 
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liquid ftate, the thinner parts not having time 
to be taken up by the abforbent veflels. 

The fubftances capable of ftimulating the 
inteftines, from the materia medica, are cathar- 
tics, and other acrids; various forts vof ;foods 
particularly of the vegetable and fruit kind ; 
fome meats, as pork and pig; fudden cold, fup- 
prefled perfpiration; but fome of:thefe being 
accidental, and others peculiar to: individuals, 
littleis. to -be-prefcribed: by .medicine,, except 
the, abftinence from whatever can, produce the 
effet. In the hypercatharjis, diluents, emol- 
lients, cardiacs,anodynes are indicated. 


Purging fhould never be haftily checked, and 
particularly if attended with pain; the caufe 
fhould always be removed by gentle laxatives, 
of rhubarb, faline purgatives and manna, .oil, 
&c. before either aftringents, or opiates are, ad- 
miniftered. 

‘The {mall dofes.of ipecacuanha recommended 
for purgings, are very unpleafant and. rarely 
neceflary ; to occafion a continual. naufea, when 
milder methods prefent themfelves, is a more 
- yiolent practice than nervous PNFgINgs, in par- 
ticular require. 


Pain, though a great enemy to human tran- 
quillity, is a favorable fymptom in purgings ; 
ats fuppreflion fhould very cautioufly .be.at- 
tempted by opium; for mortifications of the 

M 2 inteftines 
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inteftines have been the confequence : there- 
fore griping pains fhould in general, be bors 
patiently until their irritating caufe be removed. 
I have known many inftances, where the inju- 
diciousoufe* of opium and warm cordials, for- 
merly recommended by Sir John Pringle and 
others, has: proved: inconteftibly faral; parti- 
cularly ‘in*the diarrhoea of, armies, hofpitals, 
and hot climates. sf 

': Bile or any other ftimulating nzatter exciting 
frequent ftools, muft- be evacuated, or cor- 
rected.: A fmall quality of vitiated matter 
can alter and change a confiderable mafs, and 
foon contaminate the whole body ; an example 
of which is evident from the-admiffion of any 
putrid matter in diffection, by a flight feratch, 
&e. 


The purgings of nervous people, however, — 
are more commonly owing to laxity and fen- 
ibility of the inteftinal canal, than to any 
violent irritating matter, bile excepted. 


: 
{ 


If the purging arife from debility of the ‘ 
ftomach or inteftines, after a dofe or two of 
rhubarb; tonics or the ge#tle aftringent kind 
are ufeful; the julep. e creta, Hoffman’s ano- ~ 
dyne liquor; the» pulvis terre japonice, the 
extratium ligni campechenfis diflolved in aq, cin- 
‘nam. fimp. Confeétio cardiaca, or in nervous ~ 
: i ; os vd tovpaing 
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pains the confectio Damocratis may be admi- 
 niftered. rortiat ? | 
' Antifpafmodics often remove the colicky 
pureings of the nervous clafs by allaying irri- 
tability ; and thefe remedies fhould always be 
preferred to opiates, as affafoetida, camphor, 
and fal. c..c. in mixtures, &c. 


Nervous Tabes, or wafting of the Body. 


_ The caufes of confumption are various ; as 
ulcerated lungs, and it is then called phthifis 
pulmonalis; chronic diforders of the vifcera;_ 
or debility of the organs-of digeftion and nu- 
trition; great evacuations from hemorrhages ; 
fluor albus, obftructed or profute menfes, in- 
creafed faliva, or too copious per{piration, 
Jactation, diabetes, diarrheea, dyfentery,, lien- 
tery, obftructed mefenteric glands, fcrophula, 
&c. . : 
_ All thefe cau/es require a different mode of 
treatment according to indications, violence, 
or acutenefs of the complaint, fever or other 
circumftances. | 

A nervous tabes is a wafting of the body 
without any remarkable fever, cough, or dif- 
‘ficult refpiration; it is accompanied with in- 
appetency, depraved agen, and want of 
proper nutrition. ! , 
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The primary caufes of the nervous atrophy, 
are violent paffions of the mind, love, grief, 
&c.; frequent drinking of ardent fpirituous li- 
quors, or unwholfome air. 

The cure confifts in calming mental violence ;, 
the avoiding cordials, or fpirituous liquors ;, 
the removal from infalubrious, to a purer and 
more elaftic air, and the adminiftering reme- 
dies adapted to the particular or occafional 
caufes. 

If from debility or a depraved ftomach, 
gentle ftomachic evacuants, tonics’ and bitters 
are proner. 

If from obftructed mefenteric glands, or 
difeafed vifcera, mineral alteratives. ‘ 


If worms are the caufe, they muft be eva- 


_cuated by anthelmintics, mercurials, purges, 


&c. 
Nervous cholic. 


Griping pains in the inteftines of nervous, 
patients, flying from one part to another with- 
out either purging or vomiting, is called the 
nervous cholic. | 


’ The caufe is moft probably fixed air, or the 
aérial acid, or inflammable air, retained in the 
inteftines, vellicating, or ftimulating the ner- 
vous fyftem, expanded all over their internal 
furface. | 

The 
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The cure is fimilar to that already recommen- 
ded, for wind in the ftomach, or inteftines, Sto- 
machic laxatives, carminatives, antifpafmodics, 


and lime water, oleum anifi, carui, cinnamomi, 


warm carminative fetid clyfters, and fometimes. 
alight opiate may be ufeful. 


W ors. 


Worms of different fpecies have been found 
in the ftomach, or inteftines of perfons of every 
age; but from conftipation, are very common 


- to the nervous and hyfteric. 


They are diftinguifhed into the /umbrici or 
teretes, like earth worms ; tenia, fimilar to tape; 
cucurbitini, like gourd feed; and afcarides, a 
very minute fpecics like maggots, net thicker 
than a fmall pin. 


They are generated either by different foase 
or defcend with vegetables, cheefe, farinaceous, 
or leguminous foods, 


The lumbrici and tenia are commonly in the 
ftomach and fmaller inteftines ; the a/carides in 
the larger inteftines, and particularly in the 
rectum, occafiening itching and irritation. 


Tape worms have been found many yards long ; 
and it is eafy to conceive what injury they 
mutt occafion to the patient, by fucking a large. 
quantity of nutriment for their fupport. 

M 4 Innu- 
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Innumerable fymptoms accompany worms ; 
as pallor of the face, eyes funk in the orbits 
with a livid hue underneath; gnafhing of the 
teeth, fetor in the breath, voracioufnefs, wind, 
indigeftion, pricking fenfations, uneafinefs in 
the ftomach and inteftines, hard fwelled belly, 
hiccups, dry cough, ftarting in fleep, convul- 
five and other fits; frequent itching and pick- 
ing the nofe; abfcefles and a vomiting, or pur- 
ging of flimy purulent pus; anxiety, feverith 
heats and flufhings, faintings; the voiding 
worms by the mouth or anus: but nothing fo 
obvioufly determines their probable prefence in 
the inteftines, as fome having been perceived 
from the ftomach, or evacuated in the excre- 
ments; all other fymptoms are equivocal, or 
doubtful. Many verminous fymptoms are com- 
mon to the hydrocephalus internus, or watry 
head of children, the diagnoftic fign, however, 
of which, is a dilatation of the pupils. 

It is aftonifhing how firmly worms adhere to 
the coats of the ftomach, or inteftines, much 
like leeches; from whence they draw their 
nourifhment by continual fuction; which in the 
larger worms, when in great quantity, mutt 
prove a confiderable lofs to the human body, 
by defeating the nutrition of the body, caufing 
great wafte, languor, worm fevers, and many 
other bad confequences ; often occafioning vio- 

| lent 
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lent cutting piercing pains and confumption 
of ficth. | eis | 

The fmaller worms are, perhaps, oviparous, 
the Jymbrici are certainly viviparous; I have in 
my pofieffion {pecies of thefe large worms, 
which were difcharged at the time they were 
cafting forth a young brood. Worms frequently 
perforate the coats of the inteftines. 


The cure confifts in diflodging the worms 
from their holds on the villous coat of the in- 
teftines. 


It is evident that the excrements pafs through 
the inteftines without the exclufion of worms; 
and it frequently happens, that the moft ap- 
proved purges are ineffectual: cathartics are, 
however, proper, after remedies which a&t on 
the villous coat, remedies which are particu- 
larly offenfive to the worms, as affafcetida, 
whofe {fmell is faid to force the worms from 
their faftening, mercurial and martial prepara- 
tions, cort. peruv., and oblige the worms to 
loofe their hold. 


To cleanfe the internal furface of the intef- 
tines, and diflodge worms from their faftening, 
folutions of alcaline falts, as the /al ode, fal 
tartar, fal abfinth. cremor tartar, &c. are pro- 
per; or borax with bitter infufions; foap, alo- 
etics, and Indian pink. The alcaline falts fhould 
not be ufed /ronger than to excite a pungency 

on 
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on the.tongue, left they abrade, and. too. much 
deftroy the inteftinal mucus. The pulvis fabine 
externally deflroys warts, and internally is a 
powerful detergent and diflodger of worms; 
the fem. fanionic. &c. During the admuniftra- 
tion, of fuch remedies cathartics of aloes and 
cremor tartar; calomel at night, and any ap- 
proved purge the next morning ; jalap and cre- 
mor tartar are as effectual as any; or the pul- 
vis € fena comp. with fem. fantonic. of with pul- 
vis fabing, vin. aloeticum alcalinum, &c. mer- 
curials and aloetics; or the juice of freth fquills 
fo diluted, as not to excite vomiting, has an 
irritating detergent quality in diflodging and 
evacuating worms. Garlic cut {mall and given 
in milk or juice of rue are excellent and fafe 
vermifuges, particularly for children. The 
fuccus graminis has, often, the power of dif- 
lodging worms, 


When worms are in the rectum, aloetic clyf- 
ters are excellent, which may be made by aloes 
boiled in milk, &c. or with tin¢tura facra and 
~ decoftum commun. pro clyftere, falt, &c. Oily re- 
medies continued, or the oleum ricini, fetid 
gums, fulphureous waters, zthiops mineral, 
and cinnabarine preparations, and even the bark, 
frequently diflodge and evacuate worms, 


The folution of mercurius corrofivus fubli- 
matus has caufed the expulfion of worms, and 
its preparations are likewife recommended ; the 

former, 
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former, unlefs much diluted, , is a, rough; medi- 
eine, and the latter contains frequently poz/on- 
ous particles. The mercurius faccharatus of the 
Edinburgh,difpenfatory is fafer ; and as an eva- 
cuant, the vermifuge troches are very effec- 
tual, when milder methods do not fucceed. 


. Mercurius, faccharatus Edinb. 
No. 81, BR, Hydrargyri ‘ 
- Sacchar, candi rubr. a fs, 
Ol. ftill, juniper. gut. xvj. 
Tere fimul in mortario. vitreo donec penitus 
evanefcant globuli. | 


Trochifci vermifugi. 
No. 82, Ry. Calomel opt. levigati 
Puly. fcammon. 4 33), 
Sacchar, alb, 23. 
Bene triturentur & cum folutione gum, ae 
jn aq. rofarum fiant trochifci 5j. pond. 


Wo. 83. R. Calomel, limatur, mart, and cort. peruy. pulv, 
with honey, made into an electuary, is a very 
powerful anthelmintic. 

The decogétum mercuriale is much recommend- 
ed by fome. 


In the flat kind of worm. 
No. 84. Ry. Stanni pulv. 
Corall. rub. ppt. 4 3). 
Syr. fimp. q. 8. £, bolus bis in die fumend, cum 
Zifs. infuf. amar. 


No. 85. R Affafoetid. fs. 
Mercur, dule. 5j. 
Extr. rhei 5jj. 
M. f. pill. g gr. j, dofis x, mane & vefpere. 
There 
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‘There was given daily feveral fpoonfuls of honey 
under the courfe of this medicine, according to Redi 
and Le Clerc’s obfervations, which had a very good 


effect. 
All fteel preparations are very ufeful. 


Some years ago there was at Paris, and all 
over France, an arcanum in the higheft efteem, 
and recommended as infallible in the cure of 
the tape worm; the inventor, Herrenfchwand, 
kept it many years as the greateft fecret, and 
it fold well as long as it was in his poffeffion. 
The great fame it acquired, encouraged feveral 
gentlemen of the faculty to difcover the con- 
tents, but without fuccefs; till at laft Dr. Her- 
renfchwand was pleafed to prefent the genuine 
compofition to a particular friend, with leave 
to make it public, which is here given with 
pleafure as an excellent medicine to diflodge 
wor!ns. | it 
No. 86. R Gum. gutt. Gamb. gr. iij. ad vj. 

Sal abfinth. 


Carbon. fraxini 44 gr. xv. ad xxv, f. pulvis 
mane & vefperi fumendus in cochl. 1. aqua, 


Hemorrhoids or piles, 


Is a varicofe tumor and painful fenfation in 
the rectum, or its external orifice, particularly 
in voiding the excrements. 

The caufes are: 1. Varices or dilatations of 
the hemorrhoidal veins; blood is brought by 

| 3 the 
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the arteries, but obftructed, and ftagnated in 
the venal fy ftem. 


2. An abrafion of the mucus in the rectum ; 
or nt Vea 

3. Excoriations.in and about its external ori- 
fice from acrimony, acrid cathartics, aloes, &e. 


4, Compreffions on the i/iac veins from bere 
nancy, tumors, &c. 


Piles are either fanguineous, biceding; or 
blind, as they are called, in which no ‘blood 
iflues. 

A prolapfus ani, or falling down and elonga- 
tion of the rectum, and excrefcences about the 
anus, are often miftaken for the piles by the fe- 
males; it is neceflary, therefore, that the phy- 
fician fhould be certain of the cafe before he 
prefcribes; or all efforts of cure may prove 
fruitlefs. 


Perfons once having piles, without great at- 
tention in avoiding conftipation, and coldnefs 
in the feet, or other occafional caufes, fre- 
quently are troubled with recidives. 


The cure muft be accommodated to the fpe- 
cies of the difeafe. 


The veflels being turgid, a, the parts in- 
flamed, are relieved by bleeding in the arm, 
feet, or hemorrhoidal veins, or (e leeches re- 
peatedly applied, until the inflammatory fymp- 

TOMS | 
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toms are removed by antiphlogiftic and very 
abftemious diet. 

Sitting over, ‘or in, tepid baths of flores fam- 
buci and warm water; or any emollient foft fo- 
mentations of ‘mucilages, ‘milk, &c, -affift in 
removing «venal obftruction, -or retardation ; 
emollient cataplafms of farin. femin. lini, with 
or without aqua vegeto mineralis, are very ufe- 
ful. ¢ 

Coftivene/s muftin every {pecies be prevented 
by electuarium lenitivum, oleum amygdalinum, 
by. -thiops, lac fulphuris, magnefia, manna, 
ftewed prunes, French plums, eleéiuarium e ca/- 


fia, or fach: mild eccoprotics ; .avoiding red 


wines, and aftringents. 

| Pediluvia of warm water and common falt, 
as they promote a freer circulation in the ex- 
tremities, contribute to remove the piles,;-which 
are -known frequently to arife from cold.in the 
degs.and feet. When. the violence of the in- 
flammation. is. refolved to.a certain.degree, the 
agua vegeto mineralis joined with camphor is. an 
excellent preparation to affift the contraction of 
the veffels, and allay irritation. .Vitriolic lo- 
tions are prefcribed for the fame purpofe. An 


abftinence from all liquid food is particularly 


ufeful in preventing and removing the turgency 
of the veffels. 


The excoriations about the re€tum are re- 
moved 
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moved by ‘foft unguents, mucilaginous and 
oleaginous applications, preventing the contact 
and friction, as much as poffible, of the palling 
excrements, 


A liniment compofed of litharge 3}. well le- 
vigated, acet. com. 3ij. and ol,'amygdal. dulc. 
axiv. is excellent after the inflammation. The 
aqua vegeto mineralis may be prefcribed as-a de- 
ficcative. 

The fanguineous or bleeding piles have been 
confidered falutary in all ages, and perhaps if 
moderate, this may be true; but they are cer- 
tainly difagreeable; and, contrary to received 
opinions, I have known thefe hamorrhages, 
when profu/e, lay the foundation of dropfy and 
other grievous diforders. 

‘The bleeding piles are commonly owing to 
plenitude of the hemorrhoidal veflels from ob- 
ftructed menfes, or other fuppreffed excretions, 
and hard, retained excrements: therefore ‘a 
cool, moderate regimen, the promoting: the 
 fuppreffed excretion, whether by ftool, urine, 
or perfpiration, dry diet, and the removal of 
conftipation, are the principal remedies, 

If the hemorrhage originates in relaxation, 
which moft frequently happens tothe nervous, 
tonics will be beneficial; at the fame time cof- 
“'tivenefs muft be oe by the mildeft me- 
thods. : 


The 


‘ 


176 A. TREATISE ON 


The treatment of the hemorrhoids or piles 
‘arifing from compreffion of the iliac veins dur- 
ing pregnancy, is confidered in another place*. 

All aloetics and ftimulating purges muft be 
avoided; for by irritation they increafe the 
pain. and inflammation; occafion tenefmus, or 
a conftant and fruitlefs defire to evacuate the 
excrements. 


Prolapfus anti, 


Is the falling down, or protrufion of the 
rectum externally, particularly in voiding al- 
vine excrements. 


Caufes are, hardened excrements, or confti- 
pation, a confumption or depravation of the 
adeps furrounding the anus, and a relaxation 
of the elevatores mufcles, fometimes conjointly 
with the fphincter ani. 


It is moft commonly an attendant on silat 
habits and the nervous; or may arife from he- 
morrhoids, tenef{mus, calculi, ulcers of the 
bladder, womb, &c. This diforder is very dif- 
ficult to remove, and frequently incurable. 


The cure depends on circumftances. 


If the anus has defcended and cannot be re- 
turned, from {welling or inflammation, and 


* In my treatife, The Caufes of Death in Childbed in- 


veftigated, &c. 
ftricture, 
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firicture, emollient fomentations, fitting over 
warm water, {hould be ufed. Leeches mutt be 
applied, or fometimes it is neceflary to extract 
blood by the puncture of a lancet externally, - 
to evacuate the contents of the tumor, After- 
ward, by the gentle preflure of the fingers on 
each fide of the tumor, the rectum afcends, 
and fhould be retained by compreffing ban- 
dage. 

_ The aqua vegeto mineralis, or weak folutions 
of white vitriol, cold bathing the part in a 
bidée may then be ufed to prevent a future pre- 


lapfus. | 

Coftivenefs in all inftances fhould be pre 
vented by emollient laxatives; the diet fhould 
be light and nutritious. 


The tumor’ of the anus is fometimes very 
confiderable; becaufe the arteries continually 
force blood to the part; but from the con- 
traction of the /phinéer ani, the veins cannot 
carry it back; the neck of the tumor ‘is fur- 
rounded as with a ligature, and the returning 
veins are intercepted and ftrangulated. 


Gangrene and mortification have fometimes 
been the confequence; therefore, to preyent 
thefe direful effects, the tumor, when violent 
ly inflamed, muft be fcarified, as much exter- 
nally as poflible, the blood evacuated, and the 

N veflels 
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veffels liberated from the threatening danger. 
This treatment is moft neceflary, when the 
diforder is recent, and the inflammation runs 
high. 

Emptying the veffels of the lower extremi- 
ties by venefection in the feet, and bark ought 
fot to be fpared, to prevent gangrene: it is 
better by a judicious forefight to avert misfor- 


tune, than to wait until it has happened and. 


becomes irremedial. 


The prolapfus ani, which has been of long 
continuance, and owing to the repeated re- 
laxation of the part, or from fiftula, piles, 
&c. is feldom cured. 


Patients are in the practice of returning the — 


tumor themfelves after every evacuation of ex> 
crement: if, however, the rectum always de- 


fcends when the body is in an erect pofture, it 


fhould be prevented by a bandage, and com- 
prefs made of foft linen ftuffed with wool. 


The weight of all the inteftines, fat of the 


omentum, and near the kidneys; the tendernefs — 


of a relaxed, weak tela cellulofa; the commu- 
nication of its cells, which receives the gravi- 
tating humors from all the fuperior parts; 
which by ftagnation or diftenfion in the lower, 


weaken the elater of the fibres in and about — 
the anus; all account for the pain and obfti+ 


nacy of the diforder. 
| The 


eT) ee 
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‘The difficulty of curing the prolapfus ani 
is very obvious : the part is daily in action, 
the very caufe therefore of the protrufion of: 
the inteftine conftantly remains: check. the 
ftools, their hardnefs then will be a fufficient. 
caufe; give laxatives conftantly, and the re- 
peated action of expelling the feces confirms 
the complaint, or produces a tenefmus, or 
{training by the abrafion of the mucus, or 
from. the acrid difcharge which iffues inftead 
of mucus. 

The cure, though difficule, has been in many 
inftances effected; or the diforder. has . been 
much mitigated, by the following or fuch like 
remedies, conjointly with a moderately dry nu- 
tritious diet, cold bathing the part frequently 
in the didée, and by aftringent lotions applied 
to the part. 


No. 87. BR. Elea. lenitiv. ij. 
ZEthiop. min. 3vj. 
‘Puly. crem, tart. 3ij. | 
Syr. fimp. q.s. F. electuarium de quo capiat 
Q. N. M: mane & noéte ad adftriGtionem alvi 
pr&veniendam. 1 


R. Tin&. cort. peruv. Huxhain ij. 
Decoét. ejufdem 3x. 
Elix. vitriol. acid. gutt. xv; F. hauftus, hos 
ris duabus ante prandium & caeenam fumendus, 


Opiaies are contra-indicated ; becaufe they 
retard the defcent of the feces, and create cof: 
N 2 tivenefs ; 
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tivenefs; but in great pain and abfence of reft, 
‘ = 


a few drops of laudanum in an oleous draught | 


may be proper. 

Preventing conftipation, and bracing the re- 
laxed ftomach and inteftines, are the moft ra- 
tional methods of cure; but there are fome- 
times contra-indications, eafily perceived by an 
experienced phyfician, that will effectually for- 
bid, or abridge our expectations, from thefe 
fources of falutiferous practice. - 


The prolapfus originating in the confump- 
tion, diminution, or depravation of the adi- 
pofe fubftance furrounding the iuteftinum rec- 
tum, can only be cured by removing the 
caufes; which are commonly great weaknefs 
from heétic or other difeafes; depraved di- 
geftion, chylification, fanguification, and nu- 


trition, oedema, anafarca, diarrhoea, dyfentery, Fi 


&c. &c. 


In the fiftula in ano, ulcers of the womb or 
bladder, ftone , gravel, &c., the caufes of the 
prolapfus. from thefe fources muft be particu- 
larly attended to and remOv St or no cure need 
be expected, 


Spafmodic 
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Spafmodic ftriéture of the bladder, 


Is an involuntary contraction of the /pbinc- 
ter vefice refitting the expulfatory power of the 
mufculi detrufores uring, and obftructing the 
free evacuation of the urme *. 


This fymptom may arife in the early months 
of pregnancy from the compreffion of the ute- 
rus; or from ftone, gravel, fcirrhus, and ul- 
cers of the womb, difeafes of the rectum, a 
thickening of the neck of the bladder, difea- 
fed kidneys and ureters, &c.; abfcefs, ulcer, or 
tumors, cantharides, &c.; therefore no incon- 
fiderable attention is neceflary, left the cafe be 


qiftaken and improperly treated -. 
The 


* Anatomical examination after death. 


Aperta cadavera fubftantiam vifcidam. & mucofam, lutum 
gypfeum, arenulas, calculos in vefica & ureteribus exhibent ; 
non fecus ac in renum pelvi, que etiam crufta lapidea obdu- 
citur: ureteres obftrnéti, callofi, exficcati. Renes inflam« 
mati, purulenti, putridi, lacerati, corrugati, depre{fi, aridi, 
tuberculofi, compreffi a tumoribus in partibus vicinis.—In 
vefica farcofes, tumores fcirrhofi, cancrofi; vel vefica fuit 
contracta, callofa, cartilaginea, lapidea, crufta obdudta; pro- 


lapfus uteri, vagina, recti. Vefice mala conformatio. 


+ Among the numerous poor who come for affiftance on 
public days, I had a very remarkable inftance of a young 
woman fent by Mr. Hardie, furgeon in Weymouth-freet, 
for advice. The urine had been totally fupprefled 48 hours, 
occafioning the moft inexpreffible pain. The cure was per- 

N 3 | formed 


~ 
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If the urine has been long retained in the 
bladder, it can be. drawn off by the cathe~ 
ter *. 

The cure 1s effected by removing | tte fpafm 
with antifpafmodics ; camphor in large dofes, 
oleaginous laxatives, warm bathing, either gee 
neral or partial, and in cafes of confiderable 


pain opiates may be added to the camphor. / 


Medicated bougies to the urethra, and warm 
fomentations to the lower part of the abdomen 
are e frequently neceflary. 


f ' 


| Ticontinentia uri or involuntary emiffi ont of 
: urine. 


This may abit cage a variety of caufes; but 
the relaxation of the Spence of the bladder 


formed by a ftrong folutton of camphor vb: oil of almonds, 

aitre, and manna, ina few Capes Rh , 
“Many other inftances have occurred, in which fimilar me- 

thods, fometimes conjointly with opiates, have facceeded. 


¥ Mr. ibe, apothecary in High~- ftreet, Marybone, had 
a cafe of a pregnant woman, who ' ‘could not void a drop of 
urine : I was confulted, and difcovered the caufe to be owing 
to pregnancy and a relaxation of the ligaments of the womb, 
by which the uterus as it enlarged preffed on the neck of the 
bladder.’ "The urine was obliged to be drawn off carefully 
with a catheter, which I performed repeatedly, and ordered 
bark and other tonics, which foon removed the caufe. In the 
later months of pregnancy ile rarely bapem, beeaufe the 
wagers Files, 
1§ 


iS 


~ 
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is the principal caufe in the nervous and debi- 
jitated, to ft 

As the complaint is caufed by relaxation, 
corroborants of bark, fteel, or vitriolic acids ; 
cold bathing, and extremely esis nutritious diet, 
are the proper remedies, 


This fymptom may likewife arife from an 
increafed aétion in the renal veffels, by which 
an immoederate quantity of urine, acrid in qua- 
lity, is poured forth into the weakened bladder 
unable to contain its contents: this happens 
from a fuppreffion of night fweats in hectic 
complaints, and muft be treated according to 
circumftances. 


If the involuntary difcharge of urine be seid 
a paralyfis of the mufcular coat of the bladder, 
it is rarely cured; but fhould be attempted by 
tonics, volatiles, cold bath, electricity, and an 
extreamly dry, nutritious, warm, invigorating 
diet. 


Pains in the Uterus or Womb. 


Many are the caufes of pains in the uterus: 
which require penetration in the phyfician to 
difcover ; for they are frequently miftaken for 
colics, gravel, fone, &c., and of courfe treated 
very improperly. 

Uterine pains are idiopathic or fymptomatic, 
and may be owing to either difeafes of the ad- 
N 4 jacent 
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jacent parts, as the kidneys, ureters, bladder 
or rectum, or tumors in the iliac lymphatic fyf- 
em ; or from uterine inflammation, tumor, ul- 
cer, excoriation of the os uteri from a {cratch, 
inverfion, moles, diftenfions or collections of 
air, ferum, blood, ftony concretions, hernia, 
excrefcences, {cirrhi, cancer, tumors of the 
ovaria, Fallopian tubes, &c. &c. 


The pains. of the uterus are fituated low in 
the pelvis, between the bladder and rectum, and 
always imitate more or le{s thofe of labor; or 
difhcilty in menftruation: by the fympathy of 
the nervous fyftem, however, they fometimes 
extend their influence to the ftomach, occa- 
fioning naulea, vomiting, &e. 


| Pains from Oe) to menfiruate. 


Pains happening in the uterus, at or near the 
thonthly péried, are owing to the os tince re- 
Atting the natural efforts of menftruation. Thete 
pains fhould not be mitigated by « opiates, unlefs 
very violent ; becaufe by fuch a praétice the 
menfes may be retarded or retained: camphor, 
valerian, myrrh, the gum pill, the pulvis e 
mytrh. comp., pennyroyal, and warm drinks 
gently ftimulating and cotdial, but not acid or 
flatulent, fhould be ordered, | tnt IY 

Pediluvia or feet baths are proper, to faci- 
litate the menftrual difcharge, compofed of te- 
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pid water and a little falt, at bedtime; and the 
feet and legs fhould be covered warm, either 
with flannel or ftockings, particularly in the 
colder feafons. In coftivenefs the pilula Rufi 
is ufeful. , | 3 


Pains from contraédions of the Uterus to force off 
coagulated maffes contained in the uterus, 


The pains from this caufe are fometimes al- 
moft equal to thofe in child-bearing. 

The pulvis e myrrba compofitus and campho- 
rated julep, fpiritus nitri dulcis, or any other 
gently ftimulating uterine remedy, and warm 
drinks, are proper to affift the expulfion of the 
offending caule, 


If the pains are very violent, recourfe mut 
be had to opiates joined with uterine remedies, 
if no contra-indication forbid their ufe. 


Warm emollient injections to the vagina, 
and carminative clyfters greatly contribute to 
alleviate the fymptoms and promote the expul- 
fion of the coagula ; but fometimes they re+ 


guire an obf/fetric extraction, 


Various accumulations after death have been 
found in the uterus, which have weighed 100, 
or 80 pounds weight. I have one in my pof- 
feffion filled with a folid mafs the color of the 
brain, ¢ one ov arium extremely hard, the other 

filled 
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filled with lymph. . This extraordinary cafe will 

be publithed, with other curious diflections *, 

Procidentia, Prolapfus uteri, or falling down of 
the Womb. 


The prolap/us uteri is the defcent of the ute- 
rus lower than ufual into the vagina; particu- 
Jarly when the female is in an erect pofture. 


- The.defcenfion of the uterus frequently oc- 
cafions impediments, in the evacuation of the 
urine and feces from its preffure on thofe parts, 
efpecially if the uterus be enlarged by tumor, 


_ * Anatomical examinations after death. 
{)} ‘J 4 
A lochiorum fuppreffione, inflammatio, .mors quinto die. 


Uterus ingens ponderis roo librarum qui aque fubcruentz 
efo & viginti pintas continebat, preter quatuor molas. 


* Uterus o€toginta libras ponderans, ichore flavo, materia 


adipofa & oleaginofa infarétus. 


4 


; 
Uterus fere univerfam abdominis cayvitatem implens. In- 
farCtus materia quadam rubicunda: ejus latera partim. erofa, 


adeo ut in pluribus locis ad charte tenuitatem diducta effent. 


Foemina in tertium menfem gravida vapulata marito, pedi- 
bufque ad hypogaftrium conculcata—Venter dein crevit ina- 
qualiter. Inter difficillimum partum fubita & enormi he- 


morrhagia e medio tollitur. 


Reperitur in fubftantia lateris dextri fteatoma ingens, ro- 


tundum tredecim libras pendens, 


Uterus ingens diverfibus materiebus farétus, carnofis nempe 
excrefcentiis, membranis, tendinibus, officulis, lapillis, & adee 
ut pondus omnium ad quadraginta pondus accederet. 


By 


7 


FEMALE. DISEASES; &c. 187 


By confent of parts. it caufes naufea, faint- 
nefs, and other fymptoms of relaxation in 
walking, or exercife, - 


The caufes are falaitaves sinhieabal debility ; 
but more commonly a relaxation and elonga- 
tion of the ligaments of the uterus. 

The cure. When the prolap/us uteri happens 
from relaxation, and elongation of its liga- 
ments ; tonics, as the bark, vitriolic prepara- 
tions, elishatesaies: a dry nourifhing diet, and 
pure air, will be proper., Relaxing drinks, as 
tea, barley water, broths, &c, muft be abftain- 
ed from. 


The cold bath, if no other difeafe of the 
vifcera forbid its ufe, will be proper 5 but it 
fhould be cautioufly prefcribed to females ; for 
I have known inftances of cold bathing incon- 
teftably producing that moft calamitous of all 
difeafes, the fcirrhus and cancer of the womb *, 


* See my treatife on this fubjeét, and the Letter to Dr. 
William Hunter, \ate phyfician extraordinary to Her Majefty, 
on the dangerous tendency of medical vanity, occafioned by. 
the death of the Lady Holland, &e. -» 1n which is an extraor- 
dinary cafe of the cure of the /cirrhus and cancerous ulcer 
of the womd, and an ulcer in the reé?um, which had been 
| given up as a loft cafe by many eminent phyficians. The 
mode of cure and pre(criptions are all given in the pamphlet, 
and afford fufficient caufe for humane phyficians neyer to lofe 
hope, even in the moft defperate cafes. 


Cold 
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Cold bathing is dangerous at or near @ certain 
period. , 

If bracing remedies fhould not fucceed, the 
patient muft fubmit to ufe a cork, or other pef- 
{ary : but this will be more fully explained in 
the treatife-on the Caufes of Death in Child- 
ded, : &ici«s:y 9 


On, Pains ia the forepart of the Head. 


The animal functions fuffer confiderably and 


are frequently deranged in nervous difeafes ; 
different pains of the head arife, which have 
been treated by medical authors more by the 
diftinctions of names, than by any clofe invef- 
tigation of caufes. 


Pains-of the anterior part of the head are of 
Jefs confequence than in the pofterior ; becaufe 
the cerebrum occupies the former, the cere- 
bellum the latter: irritations or compreffion of 
the cerebrum produce delirium, convulfions, 
&c.; but of the cerebellum diminifhed, and 


~ flower circulation in the heart itfelf. 


If continual pain affeets the forepart of ‘the 
head from plenitude, arifihg from obftructed 
menftruation, meditation, or ftrong paffions of 
the mind; venzfeétion, cathartics, and uterine 
remedies are eligible. 


Depletion, however, will not avail, 7f the 


patient be fuffered to drink large draughts of 
diluting 


- 
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diluting \iquors, which is a ftriking abfurdity, 
though the moft common practice in the treat- 
ment of plethora *. A drier regimen in pleni- 
tude fhould be, therefore, inftituted. 


The fumes of vinegar and embrocations are 


beneficial in promoting a diaphorefis in pains 
of the head, and they have a vivifying nervine 
quality. Volatile frictions, ether, naphtha of 
nitre, l’eau de luce, fmelling falts, &c. are all 
ufeful in palliating, if not in eradicating, the 
pain. 

If the pain in the head arife from acrimony 
irritating the membranes, whether venereal, 
rheumatic, gouty, or fcorbutic, &c, the reme- 
dies proper for thefe complaints are to be pre- 


{cribed; as mercurials, antimonials, or cinna-- 


barine and other alteratives ; veficatories, cup- 
ping on the neck, pediluvia of falt and water, 
or a foot-bath compofed of 31). /pt. falis marin. 
and three or four gallons of water, to be ufed 
for half an hour or more previous to reft at 
night ; which is excellent in all gouty or rheu- 
matic attacks, Where the pain arifes from de- 
bility and relaxation, tonics, and dry, but nu- 
tritious diet are to be ordered, 


‘* For a more fatisfa€tory demonftration and refutation of 


the abfurd practice of ordering di/vents where fullnefs abounds, | 


or emptying and filling in the fame‘moment, the treatife om 
Inflammations, and all other difeafes of the Eyes, Eyelids, 
&c, may be confulted. 

cnet Pains 
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Pains in the pofterior part of ihe Head. 


Intenfe pain in the pofterior part of the head 
deeply feated, with alow, depreffed, and tardy 
pulfe, indicates compreffion on the cerebellum. 

The more fuch pain is attended with ftupor, 

er comatofe fymptoms and a flow pulfe, fo 
much the more danger is to be apprehended. 
, The caufes capable of producing fuch alarm- 
ing effects are many: but amongft the nervous, 
conftant meditation on one object, or continual 
anxiety of mind, with a debilitated, relaxed 
conftitution, are the principal. 

Perturbations of the mind, from whatever 
fource arifing, like madnefs, determine a greater 
flow of blood to the brain than the veins. can 
return. 

The veflels of the dura and pia mater, the 
cerebrum and cerebellum, in all their various 
foldings become diftended. 

Diftenfions enlarge the whole medullary and 
cortical fubftance of the brain, this being — 
comprefied on all fides by the fkull, feems too 
large to be contained in its bony cavity. 

The fenfation of the brain being too large 
for the fkull is common to the deeply ftudions, 
fedentary, penfive, and nervous, 

‘ The finufes of the dura mater, though ex- ~ 
tremely 


~ 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c. tor 


tremely well calculated to prevent ruptures of / 
the veffels in the brain, yet are only capable 
of receiving a certain portion of blood. 


If the fuperabundant blood fhould not pafs 
freely through the internal jugulars and occi- 
pital veins, accumulations muft neceflarily hap- 
pen in the brain, whofe veflels, once over dif- 
tended, may be liable, from future and fimilar 
caufes, to a continued ftate of turgency. 


Veffels once diftended may become fo relax- 
ed afterwards, that their coats may not be able 
to refift the impelled fluid; relaxation is the 
confequence, and a future aptnefs to continue 
the increafe of their diameters, as may be feen 
in habitual or chronic ophthalmia, or inflamed 
eyes. } “ip 

This turgency, according to its magnitude, 
may more or lefs occafion fymptoms of acute 
or dull pain, depreffion of f{pirits, languor, low 
pulfe, faintings, apoplexy or palfy, &c.; for 
the nervous powers ill fupplied, or obtunded in 
the brain, muft neceffarily diminith the vital 
powers of the heart and arteries, and all parts 
of the body fuffer in pippostian as thefe are af- 
fected *, 

From 

* Among many abfurdities, the pretended difcovery of 
the nervous fuid, as a fubftance capable of ocular demonftra- 
tion, is one of the greateft. The nervous influence is known 
molly by its effects; the true caufes are too fubtile, and per- 

haps 


192 A TREATISE ON 


From the antecedent obfervations, and on 
reflecting that diffections after the death of per- 
fons long afflicted either with headach, or infa- 
nity, demonftrate a turgency of veffels, parti- 
cularly in the pia mater ; a more rational mode 
of cure may be eftablifhed, than is hitherto 
invented, 


Not only diftenfion of the veffels, but an 
acrimonious ftate of the blaod from the per- 
verfion of digeftion, conjointly with relaxation 
and debility, caufe pains in the head of ners 
vous perfons. 


Yn all fudden violent pains af the head, join- 
ed with a depreffed and flow pulfe, bleeding 
in the jugular, arm, or cupping in the neck, 
and extracting blood, is proper; unlefs contra~ 
indicated by fome momentous caufe, as dropfy, 


haps will ever be hid, and invifible to human difcernment. 
1 have injected arteries formerly, of feveral fubjeéts, with a 
very fine, penetrating, minute injection, and have carried my 
injeCtion fo far ag to tinge the nerves all through with the 
colored tinfture. By a migrofcope thoufands of fine arteries 
are feen all through the fubftance of nerves; where there be 
arteries, veins commonly accompany them and lymphatics : 
if this be allowed, which appears very rational, nerves will 
fecm almoft entirely compofed of arteries, veins, and lym- 
phatics. Whata number of falfe conclufions have been pro- 
mulgated on the nerves from an ignorance of their ftruc- 
ture, even as far as it is really demonftrable? Thefe fubjeéts 
are frecly examined and difcufled in the anatomical part of 
the Schola Medicine. 


eC, 
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&c. in which cafe depletion by a fmart hydra- 
_ gogue purge may be eligible. 

The veffels are turgid indubitably with flu- 
ids: diminith thofe fluids, and the turgency 
cannot poflibly continue. N either bleeding nor 
purging can effect fuch a rational purpofe, ex- 
cept pro tempore, if patients are indulged in- 
their ufual quantity of liquids; or, what is 
fill worfe, if diluting liquors are recommended. 


Plenitude or fulnefs of veffels from redun-- 
dancy of liquids, and increafed arterial action, 
are allowed to be the principal caufes of in- 
flammation, or diftenfion of vefiels; evacua- 
tions of bleeding, vomiting, purging, are direct- 
ed; then, diluting, as it is called, or rather 
Jilling again, in the fame breath. How inéon-' 
fiftent! how incongruous! The blood is~ fup» 
pofed capable of dilution by aqueous liquids ; 
‘but a number of facts, drawn from experi- 
ments, in many diforders, prove the contrary. 


Neither in a turgency, nor overfulnefs of 
veflels from an inflammatory diatbefis, nor from 
relaxation of the vafcular coats, fhould di/z- 
ting or over large quantities of drinks be ad-_ 
mitted ; but in as moderate portions as poffible 
to fuftain the patient: the tefs the patients 
drink, the fooner the diforder will be cured. 


Bleeding patients repeatedly, while an in- 


“flammatory buff, as it is called, appears, and_ 
wii. O the 
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the ftarvation {chemes indifcriminately applice 
in varions chronic diforders and hectic fevers, 
are to the full as contrary to found reafoning, 
as the diluting projects. 

Buffy blood will always appear in chronic 
rheumatifm and gout; where no true inflam- 
mation exifts, and where repeated bleedings 
would be attended with danger. 


You may attempt to dilute the blood of pul- 


monic, hectic, gouty, chronic, rheumatic pa- — 
tients to eternity, were it poffible ; bleed daily, — 


and allow nothing but vegetable diet ; the blood 
drawn from the majority ftill appears /izy or 
buffy: adropfy or incurable debility, and dif- 
eafed vifcera, may be the confequence of fuch 


ill projected practices ; but no cure of the dif- — 


orders. The preceding truths have been ad- — 


mitted by many learned phyficians ; who have 
been too timid, or indolent, to affift in ftem- 
ming the torrent of fuch ill-founded preju- 
dices. 


Evacuation by bleeding or purging, theres. 
fore, fhould always be accompanied with much 
more abftinence from humid food, than is gen 
nerally practifed; by which means the ends of 
depletion may be obtained; or otherwife it 


will be, in a great meafure, fruftrated, and the 


dilatation of the veffels will continue. 


The moft effectual sovics have their powers” 
| dimi- 
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diminifhed by large portions of tea, which act 
as a fomentation on the alreadyrelaxed coats 
of the ftomach and inteftines; to admit then 
fuch watery regimen is counteracting the very 
intentions for which dracers are prefcribed. 

Fomentations and warm baths are externally 
applied to relax rigid fibres, refolve impacted 
humors, and foften hard tumors, and indeed 
judicioufly by furgeons ; but any one would be 
confidered as mad, who preéfcribed relaxers 
and aftringents in the fame cafe, and in the 
fame moment. | 

In the nervous héadach, when evacuations 
firft,; and bracers afterwards aré indicated; a 
dry diet fhould be uniformly and ftrictly ob- 
férved: by thefe methods the rélaxed veflels 
and fibres of the body will grow more firm, and. 
their particles be rendered more clofe and com- 
pact. . 7 
Pain in the pofterior part of the head can 
originate from an effufion of lymph in the ven- 
tricles of the brain, by which the pupils of 
the eyes become dilated, and fometimes im- 
moveable : this is rarely cured. Cauftics or fe- 
tons, however, behind the head may give re- 
lief in fome inveterate cafes. — 


Acrimonies muft be alfo confidered, and 
whatever is irritating muft be corrected, or 
evacuated, 


O 2 Remi iting 


/ 
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Remiiting pains in the Head. 


Remitting pains in the head often accom-' 
pany flight nervous fevers ; in which ‘café ‘the’ 


fever ought tobe primarily confidéred ‘and re- 
moved, by antimonial diaphoretics without ¢7- 
luents, volatile faline draughts, and after, the 


exacerbation 45 to be prevented by bark, and | 
acid elixir of vitriol, &c. during the remiffion. 


When the remitting headach is attended with 


. aflight fever, and avifing from difeafed:vifcera, 
the cinnabarine alteratives and pulvtsc radicis: 


valetiane fhould be joined with the antimonial 


_ diaphoretic; | or volatile, faline. draught... The 


powder of bark and valerian have, in the flight 
fevers, atifing from perturbation, of mind, and 
relaxation, produced excellent effects. 


“Tonics, -exercifey: and. amufements, will. be 
always beneficial. 7 


Intermittent Headach.. 


“The intermittent pain in the head attacks 
vatious parts; but more frequently the frontal 
finus immediately near the'eyébrow. | 


The -pain is acute, tears often involuntary 


flow, and a ftrong light is troublefome ; dejec- 
‘tion of {pirits, and fometimes naufea AGtii con- 


ferit of parts, are the ‘vexatious ‘attendants® of 
‘ ‘ ; EPR RES NS 
this complaint. The pain commences-perio- 


dically 


—— 


es >. ———— = af 


| 
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dically every day, or every fecond or third, in 
the manner of an intermittent fever, but with- 
out its reeular ftages; for the headach begins 
without cold fhivering, continues without the 
dry or febrile heat, and terminates without in- 


creafed perfpiration, or {weat. 

This pain, when fixed in a fmall and any 
particular part of the head, is called the cla- 
vus byftericus; in general, the part it occupies 
may be covered with the point of a finger. 


The clavus hyffericus of the intermittent kind 
has been little underftood and worfe treated ; 
for vomits, blifters, fweating, purges, cuppings, 
leeches, and bleeding, have been prefcribed ; 


all which remedies are injudicious and unne- 


ceflary. 


The one fymptom, of recular intermiffion of 
the pain, points out the type of the difeafe, and 
to what clafs it belongs. 


The caufes of this intermittent pain appears 
to be from a relaxation, or by a fharp irrita- 
ting ftimulus, and vafcular diftenfion of a part 
of the frontal, temporal, or occipital mufcles, or 
fome of their aponeurofes ; but if internally, the 
dura mater itfelf may be affected *. The peri- 

O 3 ofteum, 


* The opinion of the late Dr. Haller is without founda- 
tion; when he afferted the dura mater to be infenfible. | Dif- 


fections after death made by myfelf have demonftrated difeafes 
0) 
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ofteum, likewife, may be difeafed in a fimilar 
manner, which every practitioner of experience 
knows to be irritable and capable of acute pain, 
exempli gratia, ™m old venereal attacks, pathoys 
Jarly of’ the nocturnal {pecies. 


The cure of the intermittent head-ach fhould 
be conduéted by the methods the intermittent 
fevers are cured; but there is a ftrong aa 
tion to vomiting in diforders of the head : 
‘deed I am thoroughly convinced fuch a anal 
practice i is quite unneceflary in every {pecies of 
intermittent fever, or what is called vulgarly 


i 


the age. | 


If milder methods than vomiting can be fub- 
ftituted, and the cure with equal certainty be 
performed ; they ought to be adapted by 
every candid, opened and humane phys 
fician. 


The fucceeding methods have cured inter- 
mittents in feveral thoufands of inftances, and 
in many, when all the ufual prefcriptions: have 
failed, though repeated many months. — 


Inftead of vomiting, the firft remedy pre- 
{cribed is a ftomachic purgative to clear the 
fiomach ‘and inteftines. This may be compo- 
fed of rhubarb and ginger, tinctura facra, vi- 


ef this membrane, which during life caufed the moft exqui- 
fite pain. The great Haller’s experiments and reafoning op 
this’ fabje& are by no means conclufive to inquifitive minds, 


Bo ike . bios 


Num — 
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- num aloeticum, or infufion and tinéture of fena. 

- All faline purgatives are improper. Afterward, 

every other night, to prevent coftivenefs, or 

remove vifceral obftruction. 

No, 88. R. Merc. dulc. fexies fubl. ppt. gr. iij. vel vj. 
Pil. Rufi vel extract. cathart.5ij. M. accurate 


f, pilule No. xij. quarum fumat j. omni vel al- 
terna quaque notte. 


a 


On the firft intermiffion of the fever, or head- 
ach after clearing the inteftines, | 
No. 89. R. Pulv. cort. peruv. 3ij. 

Deco. ejufdem Zvij. 

Tind&. amar. 3vij.. 

Elix. vitriol. acid. 3j. f. miftura, cujus cock. 
iij. larga, fecunda, terti4, vel quarté quaque 
hora fecundum violentiam morbi. fumenda, in 
doloris capitis intermiffione. 


‘This plan has fucceeded in numerous in- 
ftances of the intermittent headach, and even 
intermittent fevers. A dry nutritious diet fhould 
be recommended, tea, and all flops, or broths, 
gruels, &c. fhould be abfolutely avoided; but 
porter, or ale with ginger; or a glafs of red 
port of other wine may be allowed at meals. 


If the bark thus prefcribed fhould fail, then 
the foliowing prefcription will remove the in- 
veteracy and obftinacy of the complaint : 


No. go. i. Spec. aromat. 3). 
Pulv. cort. peruv. 3iij. Syr. fimp. q. 8, 
TY. electuarium de quo capiatQ.N, M. large 
04 fecunda 
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fecunda vel tertid quaque hora in intermiffione 
doloris capitis, vel febris, fuperbibendo coch. iij. 
mifture fequentis. 


No, gt. RB. Decott. cort. peruv. 3vijfs. 
Spt. lavend, c. Zfs. 


/ 


It has been lately remarked by our learned 
Prefident of the London College, Sir George 
Baker, that the bark has not fucceeded in cu- 
ring intermittents ; the bark is certainly very 
often adulterated, which may be one caufe of 


its ineficacy: but for my own part, for above 


twenty-five years, I have always united other 
tonics with the cortex peruvianus. 


The tonics | have moftly depended on are 


the fal martis, flores martiales, limatura mar- | 


tis, fmall dofes of the vitriolum album, the 
flores zinci, and fimilar preparations; all of 
which, except the prepared fteel, fhould be 
preftribed in a diffolved form, in order to di- 
vide and diffufe their particles, and render them 
eafier on the ftomach. 


‘The vitriclum album in fmall dofes, without 
any bark, has cured great numbers in the ague 
eiven in the following mode. 

No. g2. Take of chamomile flowers a quarter of an ounce, 


let them be boiled ten minutes in little more than 
a quart of water. 


Strain off the liquor through flannel, at the fame 
time prefling the flowers. 


Pow 


Vitriol. alb. gr. j. ij. vel iij. M. f. miftura. ~ 


: 


; 
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. ; 
Pour the liquor into a quart bottle, when cool. 


Then weigh out 4, 6, or 8 grains of white vi- 

‘ triol, according to the age, fex, or ftrength of the 

patient, which mutt be diffolved in a glafs or mar- 

ble mortar by rubbing it with the peftle, and adding 
fome of the liquor. 


When the white vitriol is diffolved, it muft be 
well fhaken with what is in the quart bottle. 


Laftly, add a quarter of an ounce of grated gin- 
ger, or powdered allfpice, 


After having firft purged the patient with fena tea 
or Daffy’s elixir, rhubarb, or any bitter purge, it 
is neceflary to wait until the fit of the ague is off, 
which is the {pace of time between one fit and the 
other. 

One, two, or three table fpoonfuls of the above 
mixture is to be taken according to the age or 


ftrength of patients, or violence of the ague; every 
two, three, or four hours between the fits, 


The ague by this means diminithes, every 
following fit is lighter, and the diforder is fre- 
quently cured in a few days, without the bark. 


During the time of taking the vitriolic ague 
mixture, the bowels fhould be kept open by. 
the following pill, efpecially if the fpleen, 
which is called vulgarly the ague cake, or the 
liver, be affected, circumftances common to 
agues, 


Take of prepared calomel (from Apothecaries? 
hall in London) 5 or 1o grains. 


Rufus’s pill one dram; let them be beaten toge- 
ther in a mortar until the powder and the mafs of 
the pill be well blended together. 

3 Then 
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Then divide the whole into twenty pills. 


If Rufus’s pill, or what is called the colocynth 
pill, with or without aloes or cathartic extract, be 
ufed, the difference is trivial; but Rufus’s pill is 
beft for females. 


If the mafs of the pill fhould be too hard, a drop 
of brandy put to it, and beating it in the mortar, 
will render it fofter. , 


To thofe patients who have been accuftomed to 
drink fpirits, a little brandy, gin, or British fpirits 
fhould be added to the vitriolic mixture, 


The expence attending the cure of each pa- 
tient is not, on an average, above four pence 
or fix pence at moft, and it is now publithed, 
that humanity may have an opportunity of af- 
fifting poverty. 

A dry diet is neceffary, for moifture is a 
principal caufe of the ague ; if tea is ufed, one 
fmall difh morning and evening will be fufh- 
cient ; meat may be eaten, and grated ginger 
may be always added to malt liquors. This 
mode of diet in autumn and winter would 
greatly prevent the ague. 


If bark, however, be added to the mixture, 
which might render it more powerful, half an 
ounce powdered will be fufficient for that pur- 
pofe; which makes an additional four pence. 
At a moderate computation a hundred poor 
perfons may be cured, even if the bark were 


*— 
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added, at lefs than a fhilling each, which in 
the whole would not amount to five pounds *. 
This explicit mode of curing the ague is de- 
livered for the benefit of thofe charitable /adies 
or others, who refide in the country, or remote 
_ from cities, or who are induced to relieve the 
diftrefles of their poor neighbours. 
Intermittent inflammations of the eye are 
more common than is imagined, and are ren- 
dered worfe by bleeding, purging, blifter-. 

ing, applying cauftics or iffues, pultices, &c.: 
thefe fhould be cured by bark, tonics, and dry 
diet +. 

* The intermittent toothach in relaxed ner- 
vous habits fhould be cured in a fimilar man- 
ner; in fhort all intermittent complaints what- 
ever, when arifing from laxity of folids, de- 
pravations of the fluids, and nervous debility. 
‘There are, however, few nervous cafes, that 
require the vitriolum album; bark, confettio 
cardiaca, and volatile falts; or elixir of vi- 
triol joined with bark and fome aromatic, as 


* Powdered bark may be had in London from feven to 
eight or nine fhillings a pound; chamomile flowers are about 
three fhillings per pound; white vitriol not above a penny 

- an ounce; calomel prepared twelve pence per ounce. 

Rufus’s pills, &c. nine pence to a fhilling per ounce. 


+ See my treatife on 216 Difeafes of the Eyes, 


/ 
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the fpecies aromatice, &c. commonly fuc- 
ceed *. | | 

The fubject of intermittents fhould not be 
quitted without animadverfions on a few preju- 
dices that have prevailed. 


1. It is faid, that the intermittent fever is 


often a cure for fome other diforder, and there- ° 


fore fhould not be haftily cured. 


‘2. That intermittent complaints fhould be 
fuffered to continue a limited time before the 
bark is adminiftered. 


3. That bark is the fpecific and certain cure 
for the ague or intermittent fevers. | 


4. When bark purges, it fhould be joined 


with opium. 


5. That vomits fhould always be given fome - 


little time before the paroxy{m or fit, or in 
fhort, it is always the firft remedy prefcribed 
in the ague, and even moft other fevers. 


*¥ I had lately a very remarkable inftance in a very ner- 
vous female patient of Mr. Hogarth’s in Swallow-freet, who 


every night was feized at fix o’clock, after tea, with the moft 


excruciating pains in the feet firft, then they afcended up the. 


limbs, and laftly to the os facrum and inguen, taking away 
the ufe of her limbs, and occafioning convulfions. I imme- 
diately ordered a laxative, and very large dofes of bark, fpe- 
cies aromat. and vitriolic elixir, eyery hour or two in the in- 
termiffon. Thefe means immediately diminifhed the fuc- 
ceeding fit, and the patient was reftored to the ufe of her 


limbs, the pains and convulfions ceafed, and fhe was cured: 


in a few days. 


I. Th 


~ 
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‘1 The ague is not the cure of any diforder; but 
a difeafe very inimical to the human frame, 
‘depraving the juices, relaxing the folids, de- 
preffing the {pirits, and, laftly, greatly injuring 
the vifcera and. their functions, particularly 
the ftomach, inteftines, liver, and {pleen, &c. 
which anatomical diffections have fully demon-. 
ftrated. To run the rifk of obtaining thefe 
tajuries to the human body, in hopes of being 
relieved from any other complaint is too ridi~ © 
culous' even for ignorance, one would imagine, 
to credit or adopt; yet thefe doctrines have 
been taught, have been, credited. 


11. Intermittent fevers, or agues, fbould not 
be fuffered to continue a limited time before they 
ate cured. ‘The contrary of this pofition was 
fupported on the fame flimfy grounds of the 
former article, and points out the fame objec- 
tions. The blood is depraved, and laxer in 
its tewture; let the ague relax it more, fay thefe 
phyficians ; the ftomach is weak, relaxed, 
and incapable of digeftion, and the inteftines 
of chylification, render them lefs capable of 
performing thefe neceflary functions; the face 
is pale, the red particles of blood are deftroy- 
ed, the {pirits are funk, the mufcular actions 
are all debilitated ; make thefe calarhities wore; 
and when the patient is reduced to death’s door, 
then adminifter the theet anchor, that facred 
dernier refort, the bark. 

is I affert 


206 A TREATISE ON 


I-aflert from my own experience, and the 
‘experience of hundreds of other practitioners 
in this country, that the bark, after a ftoma- 
chic bitter laxative, cannot be adminiftered too 
foon, nor too often; cut down the difeafe in 
the bud, on its firft appearance, never fuffer it 
to take root, and all its confequences are pre- 
vented. . 

111, Bark alone is pronounced a /pecific in the 
ague ; I affert the contrary is the cafe in many 
inftances: hundreds have been cured, in the 
manner I have already communicated, without 
a particle of bark, nor am I without hopes of 
ftill improving thofe plans of cure, which have 


been fo fuccefsful. Perhaps centaury, worm 4 


wood, or other bitters would anfwer every pur- 
pofe of chamomile flowers, which is merely a 
bitter ftomachic of no great efficacy. 


The dark alone is never fo efficacious, as when: 


aromatics and vitriolic preparations are added 
to it; the ague by thefe modes is cured im- 
mediately, often without a fecond fit; and cer- 


tainly a prompt, is preferable to a flow languid 


cure *. 


iv. When 


‘ 


* The principal part of thefe animadverfions is calculated 
more for the Continent, or places in our own country remote 
from London; in this great city abundance of praClice muft 
have confirmed thefe obfervations. I have feen the poor in 
the hofpitals of Turin, Genoa, Florence, Rome, Naples, Ver 


/ 
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1v. When the bark purges, it is frequently — 


‘not inefficacious, as has been fuppofed ; on the 


contrary, it perhaps carries off from the intef- 
tines 


wice, and different parts of France as well as Italy, bled in 
the ague repeatedly, and even in putrid remitting fevers. No 
arguments I could ufe with the phyficians of the hofpitals, 
could prevail, to induce them to change their bleeding, ftar- 
ying plan, and diluting, though the patients died, in favor 
of giving {mall dofes of antimonials in paroxyfmo vel ex- 
acerbatione febris, and in the remiffion, or intermiffion, 
cortex peruvianus, vitriolic acid, and to direé&t a dry 
diet. 

Phyficians fhould liften to propofed improvements with can- 
dor and humanity, and after reflection by analogy and pro- 
bable effeéts of remedies, if not dangerous, fhould try their 
efficacy with fairnefs, and not with an arrogant fuppofition or 
with, that what is not of their own acquifition, may not 
have merit. I advife my travelling countrymen never to 
approach the Continent without Yames’s powder and bark; 
thefe have faved many Englifh lives, when the felf-conceit 
and obftinacy of French or Italian phyficians would have 
proved fatal. At Vienna and other parts of Germany, Flan- 
ders and Holland, pra€tical medicine, with fome few excep- 
tions, is better. 


Men acquire a profeffor’s chair, fometimes, before they - 
have written many prefcriptions, before they have had oppor- 
tunities for great practice and experience; in which cafe all 
the knowledge they ifflue is dependent on the caprices, opi- 
nions, or, perhaps, fallacies of their predeceffors. Men are not 
capable of teaching, who are not well taught and experienced 
themfelves ; and no man can well comprehend medicine by 
either hearing lectures, or much reading; but by long prac- 

2 . tical 
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tines what would diminith its sonic effects. Bark 
does not enter the lacteal fyftem, nor is abforbed 
by inhalent veins; its sonic qualities act on the 
coats of the ftomach and inteftines only, which 


a number of experiments made by me prove. 


When, however, it continues purging for two 


or three days, prepared chalk, terra japonica, 


or extractum ligni campechenfis, and fome aro- 
matic, fhould be added; which much better 
accords with the bracing power of the bark 
than opiates. 


Opiates diminifh the moving powers, ‘and 
create coftivenefs, both which fhould be avoid- 
ed im all low nervous or intermittent fevers ; 
for thefe complaints commonly arife from re- 
laxation, a depraved relaxed texture of the 
blood, and a weakened force of the arterial 
fyftem, notwithftanding the pulfations are ac- 
celerated. 


Vomits in the intermittent fevers, and in- 
deed moft other fevers, are unneceffary; they 


tical experience, and obfervations made by himfelf, on the 
force of difeafes, and power of medicine. Tuition frequently 
taints the fancy with numerous prejudices, and a'déleterious 
intoxication: but a multitude of experience in praétices fo- 
bers the mind again. Trifling medicines would never be pre- 
fcribed. in important cafes, nor powerful remedies in trivial 
difeafes, where knowledge is obtained by experiments and 


ebfervation. 


force 


« 
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force an immenfe quantity of blood to the 
head, and confequently diftend vefels, which 


fhould preferve their diameters: this diftenfion 
from vomits in the commencement of fevers} 


-may be a principal caufe of the delirium to- 


wards the crifis; but more of this in ahothet 
place. 

In the ihtermittétit fever, ot abue, the vif- 
cera, fuch as the liver and fpleen, ate often 
difeafed ; all judicious phyficians know, or 
fhould know} that vomiting is contra-indicated 
in difeafed vifcera, and unlefs theré be /aburra, 
bile; or other thatter in the ftomach, which 
cannot be carried down through the inteftinal 


canal, vomirs fhould certainly be excluded. 


It is folemnly afferted, from experience on 
thoufands, that the ague can be cured always 
without vomits, and the obftructions of the vif- 
cera prevented, or removed fafely by a fmall 
dofe of calomel and any aloetic or bitter pur- 
gative repeated every other night, after the- 
bowels have been firft thoroughly cleanfed. 

The liver or fpleen beitig difeafed, or the 
bile ducts obftructed, are the principal impe- 
diments in curing the intermittent fever, or 
acue; therefore removing thofe impediments 
by aloetic pills with calomel, or foap with any 


aloetic, or by fal diureticus, &c. are methods 


commonly crowned with fuccefs. I have al- 
¥ ways 
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ways attempted in agues, and indeed all inter- 


mittent complaints, the prevention or removal 
of vifceral or inteftinal obftruction, by giving 
alterna quaque noéte, while the bark or other to- 
nics were adminiftered, half a grain of calo- 
mel, and from three to fix grains of the pilula 
Ruf. 

When the fit of the ague is expected, afew 
grains of James’s powder, or from the fourth 
to the eighth part of a grain of ¢artarum anti- 
moniale, fo as neither to occafion naufea nor 


vomiting, are proper, and they fhould be re- — 
peated every two, three, or four hours, to ex- 
cite perfpiration, remove obftruction, and — 


fhorten the duration of the cold and hot fits *, 


A dram of the true crude fal ammoniac diffol-— 
ved in any proper vehicle, and given an hour 


or two before the fit, has been recommended 
as a fovereign cure for the ague; but as I have 
not tried it, and as I cannot perceive any tonic 


qualities in the remedy, I-have thought it moft — 


humane to proceed in the modes which {carce 
ever fail of fucceeding. 


* Amongft other miftaken notions, is one which afferts, 


that antimonials do not excite perfpiration without creating 


naufea or vomiting, repeated trials prove the contrary; unlefs 4 


amongft the very robuft and torpid, 
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Slighi temporary Delirium. . 

Nervous patients are afflicted with flight 
wanderings of the mind, at times; they are 
momentary, without fever, and may arife from 
whatever irtitates the brain, either corporeal or 
mental. 

If diftenfion of the cefophagus from air be 
the caufe, by retarding the circulation in the 
returning veins, carminatives; aflafoetida, and 
Other antifpafmodics, are ufeful. 

£ the flight temporary delirium can be fup- 
pofed to originate in any acrimony irritating 
the brain, the cure may be rationally attempted 
by corre¢tors of the prevailing acrimony, or 
by mineral alteratives. 

Extreme relaxation may be the caufe; then 
tonics and a dry nutritious diet fhould be pre- 
feribed, 

_ Mental perturbation, or violent paffions, will 
kindle up a temporary delirium; when the fu- 
ror is abated, calmnefs, ferenity, and a deter 
mination not to be difturbed by any thing, 
however provoking, fhould be recommended, 


Drowfinefs. 


Somnolentia, or drowfinefs, indicates com- 
preflion on the brain, and may arife from full- 
P2 nefs 
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nefs of veffels, from an overloaded ftomach, 


or from meditation, which is apt to fend a 
great quantity of blood to the brain. | 


During digeftion, or chylification after din- 
~ner, numbers are attacked with drowfinefs. 


This fymptom, in hot climates and in Italy, 
is indulged by reft after dinner without in- 
jay” 

In colder climates, it is fometimes.a prelude 
to more ferious difeafes, as apoplexy and palfy, 
and fhould be removed by obviating the diffe- 
rent caufes. 

Volatiles, a more abfteniious diet, evacu- 
ants, diaphoretics, pediluvia, exercifes, and. 
amufements, are the general remedies againft 
drowfinefs. 


Stupor, or Hebetudo, 


Is a dulnefs of memory and mind; ideas 
cannot be recalled or commanded without un- 
ufual exertion. Patients feem fometimes to re- 
flec&t deeply, but often cannot exprefs by the 
tongue their conceptions. 


Caufes —This is fometimes attendant on old 
age, or continues after inveterate epilepfies, 
apoplexy, or palfy ; or fueceeds intenfe medi- 
tation, or any great and-long-continued violent 
exertions, or paffions of the mind. 


Hem- 


. ae ea 
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Hemlock, opium, or other narcotics, have 
produced this fymptom*.,. . . 


Prognoftic——When the. ftupot is recent or 
accidental from the ufe of opiates or narcotics, 
it is eafier cured by .an abftinence from thofe 
medicines, than in cafes arifing from an im- 
paired mind, apoplexy, or palfy; for thefe 
latter, in progrefs of time, end fatally, with 
or without convulfions, lethargy, &c. 


The cure requires an inveftigation of caufes 
and their removal. Volatile falts, the fal fuc- 
cini, antimonial diaphoretics, cupping, fric- 
tions, blifters, pediluvia, evacuants, as diure- 
tics, cathartics, and diaphoretics ; or alteratives 
of the cinnabarine kind, if from acrimony, 
are to be adminiftered. , 


Watchfulaefs, or Pervigilium, 


Is the defect of fleep, or a folicitude for 
fleep without acquiring it. 


The bodily caufes are, every depraved ftate 


* The lady whom I cured of a cancerous ulcer of the 
womb, and who was the fubjeét of the letter againft Dr. Hun- 
ter on Medical Vanity, had taken only fmall dofes of hem- 
lock by Drs. Fothergill and Hunter’s order: this medicine 
produced fuch lofs of memory, that while fhe had a bit of 
light pudding on a fork in her hand, fhe called for her din- 
ner, and it was with difficulty fhe could be made to fwallow 
her food, when fhe had it in her mouth; fo impaired was her 
memory by taking hemlock, _ 


P» of 
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of the blood that can irritate the brain; fup- 
purations, ulcers, 8c. ; the mental, ftrong af- 
feétions of the mind, as love, erief, fear, &c. 

The confent of the ftomach with the brain 
may likewife occafion watchfulnefs by indigef- 
tible food, detained wind, &c. 

The cure is to be attempted by removing the, 
different caufes. 

If watchfulnefs originates from bodily pain, 
unlefs neceflary for fome important purpofe, 
light opiates may be admitted. If from men- 
tal perturbation, opiates often render the fymp- 
tom worfe, and produce en deliriums, or 
convulfions. 

When indigeftion in the ftomach is the 

caufe, light bitter aloetics in mint water are 
proper, not to purge, but merely to act as fto- 
machics. 
In debility, corroborants are neceffary, and a 
dry diet; if prevailing acrimony is the caufe, 
it fhould be removed chiefly by rendering the 
blood more balfamic by the ufe of metallic al- 
teratives and proper diet. 


Frightful Dreams, Incubus or Night-mare. 


The nervous or indifpofed perfohs are op- ¥ 


prefied during fleep with a heavy preffing fen- 
. fation on the cheft, by which refpiration is 
, impeded, 
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impeded, or the circulation of blood intercept- 
ed to fuch a degree as to threaten fuffocation. 


Frightful ideas are recollected on waking, 
which occupied the dreaming mind. 


Frequent attempts are made to cry out, but 
often without effect, and the horrors and agita~ 
tions felt by the patient are inexpreffibly fright- 
ful. 

Thefe fenfations generally originate in a 
large quantity of wind, or indigeftible matter 
in the ftomach of fupper eaters, which preffine 
the ftomach againft the diaphragm impedes re~ 
fpiration, or renders it fhort and convulfed. 


Inflated inteftines may likewife produce fimilar 
effects. 


Worms in the ftomach or inteftines may, 
by irritation, prevent fleep. 

The forementioned inftances are relieved by 
avoiding all flatulent food, or fuppers, and by 
giving carminatives, bitter ftomachics, and 
jaxatives, a little fpirits and water, inftead of 
malt liquors, &c. 


Worms are to be removed by anthelmintics 


There is another fpecies of the incubus or 
-night-mare, which has a more dangerous ten- 
dency, and this arifes from an impeded circu- 
lation of blood in the lungs when lying down ; 
or too great relaxation of the heart and its im- 


pelling powers, 
P4 Epilepfy, 
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Epilepfy, or apoplexy, or fudden death, arg 
fometimes amongft the confequences of this 
ees of difturbed fleep. 


4 


Polypi in the large veffels, aneurifms, water 
in the thorax, pericardium, or lungs, empy- 
ema,’ &c. Kare among the moft dangerous 
cafes. OTE ia 


i. fighter sg may be aif diftending the 
cefophagus. _An overabundance of coagulable 
lymph in the blood, joined with debility in the 


arterial fyftem, may ‘give rife to polypofe con- 


cretions. 


| This flate of blood. is common to gouty, 
comin and nervous patients, and is no 
fion, as was formerly imagined, of true in- 
flammation, and experienced practitioners know 


that bleeding repeatedly has been attended with i | 


fatal confequences ; for it has produced drop- 
fies or worfe difeafes, te Stee: 


tr polypofe concretions may be fuppofed, 


which is not eafily known, in urgent cafes and e 
difficult refpiration, unlefs amongft the gouty a 
and debilitated, bleeding mutt be ufed ; after- q 


wards blifters repeated, volatile alcalies, or the 


Jal fode, ol. tart. per deliquium, according as 
“circumftances indicate, joined with the bitter § 


infufion, are proper. 


Pediluvia of /piritus falis marin. Zi1j. ad cong. 
iv. te tepide, are > proper, particularly to 
“the 
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the gouty and rheumatic *, to be ufed fuccef- 
{ively every night for twelve or fourteen times. 

Water,in the cheft, or pericardium, lungs, 
&c. is rarely removed; but attempts may be 
made by antimonial diaphoretics, evacuating 
cathartics not too freely adminiftered ; by cha- 
lybeates and other tonics, if they do not im- 
pede refpiration, blitters to the cheft, and a. 
very dry nutritious diet. Tar water has been 
ufeful in thefe cafes, and diuretics of the tere- 
binthinate kind. 


In the empyema, the purulent matter mont 
be evacuated by the chirurgical operation. for 
that difeafe; but as the diforder commonly | 
arifes from fuppurations of the lungs, &c. little 
fuccefs is expected i in fuch calamitous difeafes. 
A long experience has convinced me, that few 
recover after the empyema, water in the cheft, 
pericardium, xc. 


The aneurifm either of the aorta, or fub- 
clavian artery, are always incurable. 

The moft common caufe of difturbed fleep 
amongft the nervous is a quick perceptibility 
of mind, and too anxious a concern for what- 


* See my treatife on the Gout, and its fafe alleviation by 
this remedy. Since the publication of the firft edition I have 
feen very excellent effects from thefe bathings ; not as a radi- 
cal cure of the gout, but as a great mitigator of all its fymp- 
toms. 


ever 
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éver engages the attention; therefore love, 
hope, fear, fufpenfe, vexation, grief, or even 
the contemplation of paft pleafures or fuffer- 


ings, will eafily difturb fleep, and occafion hor- 


rid or frightful dreams. 

When the principal caufe is refident in the 
mind, medicine can afford little relief, except 
by blunting the fenfations with fetid remedies ; 
by mild reafonings, and by’ a friendly parti- 
cipation of the anxiety that difturbs the par 
tient’s tranquillity, 


Agitations of the mind, Peevifhnefs ot Petulance. 


The difpofition of human minds often change 
from bodily indifpofition : the beft tempers be- 
come captious, peevifh, and irafcible under 
difeafe, and the moft fierce and tyrannical are 


frequently deprefled, mild, and timid from the 


fame fource. | 


A fharp actimonions blood, joined with ex- 
quifite fenfibility of mind, will greatly con- 
duce to the production of feelings diftrefsful 
to the poffeffor ; flight accidents are magnified 
into the greateft misfortunes ; the foul perceives 
‘every thing through a cloud, and no balmy 
rays of comfort are admiffible to fuch afflicted 
beings. | | 


A mind agitated and thrown into violent - 


paffions from little caufes, indicates a depraved 


_ tharp » 
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fharp ftate of the blood; and great fenfibility 
in the nervous fyftem. — 

The degeneracy of blood in nervous difeafes 
might have been the principal caufe. 


Sharp blood produces. inexpreffible eeenty 
fenfations in the body. 


The mind becomes peevifh without knowing 
the caufe. 

An agitated mind is productive of inappe- 
tency, or indigeftion, and a depraved chylifica- 
tion. 


Depraved chyle produces depraved blood. 


Degeneracies of the blood occafion degene- 
racies in all the fluids, fecretions, and excre~ 
tions. 

It is eafy to conceive the mind and body 
becoming reciprocally and alternately the caufe 
and the effect; the effect and the caufe of mi- 
ferable fenfations, burfting forth into violent” 
paffions. 


Irafcibility and petulance appear natural to 
fome particular perfons; or rather, they are 
often acquired by leg peg or the early 
indulgence of parents and friends # 


* The fubjeéts are purfued moré accurately in my Hifloria 
& Schola Medicine, wherein different ftates of the blood are 
demonftrated to exift according to different paffions of the 
mind ; which throws a great light on human character and its 
diverfities. 


Wherever 
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Wherever agitations of the mind, peevith- 
nefs, or petulance exift, they always injure the 
conftitution, and they increafe in proportion as 
they are cherifhed or indulged. 


The flate of the body fhould be confidered, 
-and whatever difeafe it labors under fhould 
be removed. | 


In debility, after proper evacuations, by fto- 
machic laxatives, tonics, and dry nourifhing 
diet ; in acrimony or fharpnefs of humors, cor= 
rectors, according to the fpecies, are to be ad- 
miniftered of zthiops, or cinnabar of antimony 
and the pulvis e tragacanth. compofitus, &c. 


Thofe who indulge themfelves voluntarily in 
agitating their minds without provoking caufes, 
fhould be well informed, that they embrace the 
moft effeétual methods, not only to fhorten, 
but even to render their exiftence, during life, 
miferable. : 


If patients are not determined to be calm, 


or to moderate their paflions by ftrugeling 
againft them, medicine will feldom prove effi- 
cacious, however judicioufly prefcribed. 

~ Nervous patients fhould, therefore, under 
thefe circumftances, never condemn medicine 
as defective in not being able to eradicate, or 
counteract the natural or acquired propenfities 
of the human mind, grown inconquerable by 
too much indulgence, or by long difeafe. 


Changing — & 
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Changing the ftate of blood, however, by 
mild alteratives, has very much contributed to 
the cure of what is known by the name of bad 
unhappy tempers; for the blood being ren- 
dered more balfamic and healthful by the re- 
moval of acrimony, the fenfations of body and 
mind become more pleafant, and ill humor, 
with all its aggravating malignity, is gradu- 
ally diffipated. 3 

Miferable feelings at the happinefs of others, 
or envy with all its poifonous malignity, are 
certainly more owing to a bad ftate of blood, 
and certain form of body, than has been gene- 
rally imagined; and indeed the countenance of 
fuch miferables indicate, by the glance of their 
eyes, the unhappy fenfations of the foul ; 
while pallidnefs, fallownefs, and meagernefs, 
fhew the indifpofition, and bad nutrition of the 
body. Frontis nulla fides * may be ufeful to 
the undifcerning, but not to the experienced 
and fenfible, when applied to the delineation of 
human character. Penetrating phyfiognomifts 
comprehend the natural difpofition of human 
beings, after long experience and obfervation 
amongft mankind, by a momentary glance, and 
they credit, or fufpect appearances with tolera- 
ble certainty. Thofe who are moft inclined to 
doubt the poffibility of detecting human cha- 


* JSuvenal, Sat. 2. ver. 8. 
racter 
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raétet in the countenance are; perhaps, thé 
perfons who by artifice with moft to conceal the 
depravities of their hearts, and who act always 
in mafquerade. A’ celebrated French author 
fays: Et Ton weft jamais fi aifément trompé, que 
quand on fonge a tromper les quires. 


Phyficians ‘above all others have the gteateft 


opportunities of developing human charaéter 3 
they fee mankind in health and ficknefs ; un- 
der difguife and without difguife, in courts 
and in fick chambers; and I am certain, thofé 
who make the jufteft obfervations, will be mot 
capable of prefcribing for the diverfities of 
human nature. 

Education, focial life, and polite company, 


will reftrain on correét a natural vitiated: dif= 
pofition, but not entirely eradicate the feeds of © 


perverfenefs and ill humor, nor induce the 
crafty and defigning to be unreferved. 

Thofe who well comprehend human charac- 
ter. know, that it is as difhcult for the open, 


generous, and juft, to be guilty of duplicity or — 


deceit, as the artful, defigning, and malignant 
to act with integrity, truth, and juftice. Ci- 
cero fays, very juftly, Prons eff animi janua; no 


man had greater opportunities of underftand+ 


ing mankind. 


F. Baptifta Porta has made excellent obferva- — 


tions on thefe fubjects, 


Lavater 


ee — 
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_ Lavater has diftinguifhed himfelf as a mo# 
exquifite phyfiognomift; but phyficians may 
carry the fubje&t much farther; for they may 
difcover many caufes of human charaéter in 
the flate of the blood, form of body, and men- 
tal propenfity, independent of original tranf- 
miffion of conftitution from parents ; or what is 
attained by education, example, precepts, cuf- 
toms, and different climates: thefe are fubjects 
little attended to; but the field is immenfe 
for deep fpeculation and curative utility, and 
well merits the ferious confideration of every 
{cientific phyfician. 


The ancients confidered, what they called 


temperaments, or various differences of confti- 
‘tutions ; but they failed in demonftrations on 
thefe fubjets; therefore experimental phile- 
fophy, chemiftry, mathenaatics, mechanics, 
hydroftatics, pneumatics, «&c. have been, at 
times, prematurely forced into the medical art, 
in order to fx medicine to fome more permanent 
fiandard for pragtice. Various inquiries of this 
nature haye occupied the attentions of the mo- 
derns, but the doétrines of temperaments have 
been nearly negle¢ted. It is hoped, various tem- 
peraments and conftitutions, which indubita- 
bly exift in nature, will be more accurately 
fcrutinized ; for the great lights of the circu- 
lation; the known differences of arterial and 
venal blood; the difcoveries made in the lym- 


phatic 
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lymphatic fyf&em, the chemical analyfes and 
other modes of afcertaining the component 
principles of blood and other fluids of diffe- 
rent habits; the difcoveries and experiments 
on the nerves; electricity, air, fire, water, 
earths, &c. &c., all tend to clear the medi- 
cal mind of former prejudices. Though at- 
tempts to explain the deep caufes of human 
character may be new and difficult, yet if they 
be purfued with vigor and energy, the whole 
art of medicine will be rendered more certain; 


for it would be applied more aptly to the indi- | 


vidual conftitution of mutable nature *. 


The effects of love, grief, defpair, envy, 
hilarity, deep meditation on one fubject, in 
fhort of all the human paffions and fentiments, 
will hereafter be confidered in a manner not 


hitherto attempted; which may tend more fa- © 


tisfactorily to elucidate nervous and maniacal 


‘affections +. 
Groundlefs 


*® What obfervations and experiments I have made from 
confidering form of body, ftate of blood, hereditary difpofi- 
tions, dawnings of the infantile mind, education, difcipline, 
precepts, examples, cuftoms of countries, powers and effects of 
climate, diet, laws, religions, &c. &c. fhall- be unrefervedly 
communicated ; and though not fo perfect as I could with, 
yet it may induce others to purfue the fame ftudies, which 


will prove an excellent addition to the republic of medicine. 
* With regard to the paffion of love, the hiftory of Seleu- 


cus Nicanor, and Antiochus his fon, is a great proof of the 
penetrating 


; 
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Groundle/s Fears and difmal Apprehenfions. 


The groundlefs fears and difmal appreheti- 
fions of the nervous are truly fhocking to 
their friends, and inexprefhibly depreffing and 
melancholy 


penctrating difcernment of the firft great improver in ana- 
tomy, Etafiftratus. 

Erafiftratus, the famous phyfician to Seleucus Nicahor, king 
of Syria, is an inflance what an attentive and fkilful prac- 
titioner can difcover, by obferving the features and changes in 
the color of the face —Antiochus, the fon of Seleucus, fell 
in love with Stratonica, his mother-in-law, wife to Seleucus ; 
but not daring to difcover it, he fell dangeroufly fick with a 
high fever. Erafiftratus, the phyfician, was called for, who 


obferved, that the prefence of Stratonica made great altera-. 


tions in the printe, whenever fhe came into the chamber; on 
the contrary; when other people or ladies came to inquire, no 
changes were perteivable: he then gueffed at the real caufe of 
the prince’s indifpofition, and endeavored to acquaint Seleue 
cus of the café with great prudence and circumfpeétion, 
ita fitratns told the king, that the cafe of the prince was in- 
curable, as it was caufed by a violent love for a woman whom 
he could not poffefs. 

What do you fay? Is there no remedy tor my fon! faid the 
king. Erafiftratus replied, Sire, you will Joon be convinced of 
it, when I tell you that the prince is in love with my own wife, 
and I am refolved not to part with her on any account whatever. 
Seleucus then took Erafiftratus in his arms, and faid, How 
tan you refufe me what alone can fave a fon whom I fo ten- 
derly love ! Yo this the phyfician anfwered, Great Sire, pleafe 
to put yourfelf in my place, would you, royal Sire, an up 
Stratonita, if the prince loved her ? 

0. Ah; 


Se 


a 
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melancholy to the fufferers. The opprefled 4 
mind is wretched in its prefent condition, and 
anticipates a thoufand imaginary misfortunes. — 

| Some 


\s 


Ah, by all the gods! exclaimed Seleucus, if it pleafed te 
them to reflore my fon to heaith, and this could be the means, I i 
avould with great pleafure cede Stratenica, and give alfo to him 
a confiderable part of my empire. 

Immediately Seleucus declared his fon king of Afia Supe- 
rior, and gave him Stratonica as awife. The good fenfe and q 

prudence of Erafiftratus muft appear very evident. Era-@ 
fitratus and Herophilus, Tertullian fays, had diffe€ted 600 
human bodies, in order to get acquainted with human natures . 
They had fufficient influence with the Ptolemeys to have per- 
miffion to diffeét dead bodies, and, indeed, Ceifus fays, com — 
demned criminals alive. | 

Celfus de medicina, lib. i. in proem., expreffes himfelf 
very elegantly, faying, ‘‘ Neceffarium effe incidere corpora 
«© mortuorum, eorumque vifcera atque inteftina fcrutari: lon- 
‘© peque optime feciffe Herophilum & Erafiftratum, qui nocen- 
‘* tes homines a regibus ex carcere acceptos, vivos inciderint, 
ae confiderarintque etiam fpiritu remanente €a qua natura antea 
& claufiffet, eorumque pofituram, colorem, figuram, magnitu- 
ae dinem, ordinem, duritiem, mollitiem, levorem, contaéum, 
‘« progreflus deinde fingulorum & receflus: & five quid infe- 

ritur alter, five quid partem alterius, in fe recipit.’? — He 


n 


4 

adds farther a very fenfible remark : ‘¢ Neque crudele effe ho- 

‘* minum nocentium & horum quoque paucorum fuppliciisy 

<< yemedia populis innocentibus feculorum omnium queri.” 

The opening dead bodies to fcrutinize the parts was contra- 

ry to the Greek and Roman laws. Inthe Iphigenia of Eu~ 

ripides is this paflage : If any one ftain his hand by murder, 

if any one touch a cadaver or woman immediately after partu : 

_rition, the gods difcharge him from their altars as impious ald — 


profane, 
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Some think every night that they fhall not 
live to fee morning; others are continually 
anxious for their children, friends, or on what- 
foever occupies their affections; a religious and 


Many paflages in the Bible prove the great averfion the 
Jews had for touching dead bodies ; she fame opinion prevailéd 
in general with all the caftern nations, and in the hot coun- 
tries, where dead bodies foon fall into putridity. 

The good effeét of the liberty of diffections, immediately 
produced a confidérable change in rhedicine; for above all 
things, anatomical demonftrations purgé the mind of hypo- 
thefes, fallacies, and imaginary conctits. All the anatomical 
knowledge of the ancients was chiefly owing to the induftry 
of Erafiftratus and Herophilus, under the aufpices of that 


great encourager of literature, Ptolemy Lagus, or Soter. 


The fciences cannot be well promoted, except by the gene- 
tofity of princes ; but how few havé encouraged thé ufeful art 
6f medicine? How many ages weré they fuffered to languith 
without any protector? Louis XIV. muft ever be revered for 

his various inftitutions at Paris, of. which any induftrious ftu- 
dent may partake without fee or reward. How much more 
grandeur of fentiment and philanthropy appear in fuch a 
prince, than in thofe who negle& fuch noble opportunities of 
immortalifing their fame ? —~ One great objection to a medical 
education at many univerfities is the impoffibility as well as 
difficulty of procuring dead bodies for anatomical exercifes ; 
and 1 affirm, that no man.ever be¢ame a complete phyfician 
without diffeling with his own hands many fubjeéts: dif- 
fection gives a knowledge of the parts, and leaves an impref{~ 
fion on the mind which cannot be effaced 5 thefe advantages 
ledtures | feldom anfwer, which is often the caufé of a defi- 


i cy in anatomical knowledge. 


Qu2 . pious 
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pious defpondency feize fome ; others have 
imagined themfelves dead, and have direéted 
their funeral: in fhort, the innumerable variety 
of falfe images thefe nervous patients fuffer and 
exprefs, appear little fhort of infanity; and they 
happen frequently to thofe of the beft under- 
ftandings, joined with great nervous fenfibility. 


Thefe wretched ideas originate in a diftraéted 
mind, from abfurd, irrational fears or defires, 
or from too clofe and long-continued contem- 
plation of abftrufe, deep myfteries, above human 
comprehenfion; from fears infpired by igno- 
rance and fanaticifin ; or from bodily debility 
rendering the faculties of the mind timid, fuf-— 
picious, and miferable. 

When thefe mournful or difmal apprehen- 
fions have originated in the mind independent 
of bodily difeafe, they are more difficult to re- 
move than if produced by bodily infirmity. 


The cure of the mental wretchednefs depends 
much on the foothing, reafoning, and the con- 
folation of affectionate friends : in religious de- 
fpair, by the calm advice of a confidential 
fried or divine, infpiring the defpairing mind 
with hopes, and diverting the melancholy, ac- 
cording as chectisniiestisete require; but, above 
all, the removal of the patient from the com- 
pany of ignorant bigots, promoters of falfe cn- 
thufiafm, or gloomy perfons. 


When _ 
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When the body has been primarily affected, 
and the fenfations of defpondency arife from 
_ debility, the modes of cure already direéted 
_ for various fymptoms may be adopted. 


Unjuft fufpicions of intended mifchief are beft 
removed by inculcating or acquiring confidence, 
removing the caufes by change of air, iver 
fions, and chearful company. 

Taciturnity and meditation fhould be conquer- 
ed by engaging the patient to converfe on fa- 
 vorite fubjects; by removing from calm re- 
treats to more buftling and active fcenes; by 
_ changing the objects of attention, and, if pof- 
fible, by exciting the paffions, 


Defpoudency is beft relieved by fortifying the 
mind with hopes, and chafing away all difmal 
companions, particularly harth, ill-judging zea- 
Jots in religion; by giving active ftimulating 
purges, and by forcing the patient to ufe ex- 

ercifes even to rsaeiie: Such patients fhould 
be narrowly watched, left they commit fuicide, 


Flying Pains. 


Flying pains, in nervous patients, may arife 
from emphyfematous diftentions of the sela cel- 
lulofa, rheumatifm, gout, acrimony of various 
forts, vellicating the nervous filaments, and dif- 
tending the minute vafcular fyftem, or from ob- 
ftructed perfpiration. 


Q 3 The 


‘ 


' Mindereri, with cordials, &c. 


' remedies, a$ anti-venereals, alteratives, &c. aa 
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The removal of thefe flying pains depends 
on firtt difcovering their caufes. 


In gouty pains, flying in different parts of 
the habit, nothing is fuperior to the pediluyium 
compofed of the actdum muriaticum greatly di- 
luted with warm water*, unlefs the patient — 
fhould have calcareous concretions in the hands, e 
knees, elbows, or feet. ! 


Internally, light ‘aitaeeul diaphoretics, ‘4 
with camphor and confeétio cardiaca, or volas 
tiles, according to fymptoms and conftitutions, & 
are fuccefsfully prefcribed. | 

‘The fying rheumatic pains may be veticoie in 
a fimilar manner, Ba 

Emphyfematous nervous diflentions yield com-7 
monly to laxatives, light diaphoretics, vapor 
baths, the volatile faline draught, or fpiritus 


Acrimonious pains from feurvy, fcrophulay 
lues venerea, &c., require the different metallic 


which fhould be very get gt prefcribed for 
ee nervous. 4 


* See Treatife on the Gout alleviated. 
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tal agitation forcing a great quantity of blood, 
which is already acrimonious, to the head 
and face; or from an irregular action of the 
fixed air in the fluids, or in the cellular ftruc- 
ture of the human body, with obftructions in 
the returning veffels. | 


Fixed air, or other air, may act as ftimull, 
and be ufeful in the circulation of the blood and 
action of the fluids on the folids; but like other 
neceflary particles, if over-abundant, may fti- 
-mulate and increafe arterial action, forcing red 
particles into the cavities of the minute ferous ; 
arteries, or into the minuteft cells of the human 

cellular ftructure: hence flufhings, heat, and 
~ rednefs. Ce eo 

If mental perturbation be the caufe of flufh- 
ings, acting on the arterial fyftem, a determined 
calmnefs, and avoiding every thing likely to 
‘difturb tranquillity, are neceflary. 

If from the fuperabundance of fixed or other 
air let loofe, and ravaging with force and irre- 


gularity through the minute meanders of the 
human frame, its generation fhould as much as 
poflible be prevented in the ftomach, and its 
treatment be fimilar to that of flatulency. 


Light diaphoretics likewife are proper in 
fuch cafes, or the vapor baths prepared with 
_nervine herbs, to promote its evacuation through 
the pores of the fkin. A continued mild alte- 


A © ae : rative 
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rative courfe acts with mare certain, though te. 
dious effect, than all others, not only in chang- 
ing the blood, but removing obftruction itfelf. 


Senfations of Cracking, or Explofions in various 
3 parts. 

From Bon ur fources to the laft-mentioned 
fymptoms, the fenfations of crackings or ex- 
plofions originate. If in the head, they prove 
very troublefome ; in fuch cafes cupping in 
the upper part of the neck I have found ufeful. 
A puncture in the {kin of the leg or arm, or 
poifonous, infectious matter received in the fto- 
mach, have fuddenly produced an emphyfema; 
the air has been attracted by the communica- 
tion of the tela cellulofa, and collected i in all 
the external and cellular ftructure of the muf- 
cles, adeps, cutis, ae ide eee 

I have thought, by the effects of cupping in 
cracking and explofions in the head, that with 
the blood fome of the diftending air has been 
attraéted or expelled, by which means the pa- 
tient has been foon liberated from the uneafy 
fenfations produced. : 


Imaginary Debility and difinclination to move. 
Animaginary debility frequently invades the 
minds of the nervous: they fuppofe it is im- ; 
poflible to walk acrofs a chamber without fall- 


ing. If they be oppofed in this unreafonable _ 
" ‘ fear : 


' 
; 


a 


FEMALE DISEASES, &. — 34 


fear or difinclination to move, fome become 
obftreperous and violent ; others give tokens of 
grief: are profufe in complaints, and are apt 
to fuppofe their moft affectionate friends bar- 
barous, when earneftly folicited to fhake off 
thefe tranfitory ill-founded conceits. 


It is very certain that patients under the do- 
minion of thefe fymptoms only exprefs what 
their feelings urge: though by obfervers thefe - 
falfe images are plainly perceived, yet in the 
patient’s mind they feem realifed, and merit 
our compaffion and attention. 


Reafoning, or arguments of furrounding 
friends, to convince the patients of their erro- 
neous mental images, frequently aggravate the 
difeafe : harfhnefs is oppofed by violence and’ 
vociferation : foothing mildnefs {trengthens the. 
€onceits, I have always found it moft eligible 
to obferve a middle courfe in applying to the 
patient’s mind; neither-altogether acquiefcing 
nor denying the pofhibility of the nervous ti- 
midity. When they have dwelt fome time on 
thefe miferable feelings, fome new objec {tarts, 
the ideal debility and difinclination to move 
vanifh, and the, patient fuddenly rifes, walks. 
or rides, and demonftrably proves the late ca- 
lamitous apprehenfion vifionary. 


- It is abfolutely neceffary for the phyfician to 
_ combat and conquer thefe fymptoms by mild- © 


nefs 
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nefs and perfuafion, or indeed according to cir- 
cumftances and difpofition of the patient: good 
fenfe will fuggeft what conduct and behavior 
~ <5 moft conducive to anfwer thefe purpofes, and 
chace away thofe ill-founded fears. If .they 
be indulged, patients will remain in bed, or 
purfue an indolence likely to debilitate their al- 
ready relaxed habits, or create difeafes more 
dangerous than the nervous. 


Diverting the mind, and engaging it to fome 
new interefting objects, will often avail. The 
application of medicine muft be dictated by 
what has been already repeated. Picthora is ta 
be diminifhed by venzefection and evacuants 5 
debility requires tonics, and acrimony mild mi- 
neral alteratives, according to the prevailing 

fpecics.. 


On the Pulfes of the Nervous, 


The pulfes of nervous patients are various ; 
fome are flow and firm, others quick and low, 
yet the patients labor under fimilar affections. 

The conclufions from the pulfe, were they 
regulated by the doctrines in other difeafes, 
would be often fallacious. 

To the nervous particularly belong the pri- 
vilege and power of exciting or diminifhing © 
| the pulfe by the operations of the mind. | 
Impetuofity, 
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Impetuofity, irafcibility, or peevifhnefs, will 
quicken ; grief or melancholic ideas retard the 
contractions of the heart and arteries. 


The pulfe, therefore, in the nervous is not 


to be fo much depended on as in many other 
difeafes. | 


Where even acrimony fometimes abounds, 
the pulfe is not weak, nor quickened : in other 
inftances the circulation is much augmented, 
if not in ftrength, yet in celerity. Febres er- 
ratice, and even a natural falivation, have ari- 
fen from this laft fource, joined with anxiety of 
mind. Bleedings, abftinence, and low diet, 
do not cure, but injure the patient, by leffen- 
ing the vital powers, inducing additional lan- 
guor and depreffion of fpirits *. 

The ftrongeft pulfes amongft the nervous are 
moft favorable; the quick and weak lefs: but 
the intermittent and very flow are moft alarming, 
and indicate more than the others the poffibility 
of prefent defect, and future ill confequences. 


* Bleeding and antiphlogiftics, faline evacuants, abftinence, 
or extreme low watery diet, have been prefcribed, from per- 
ceiving a quick pulfe and tranfitory heats, but improperly. 
Neither the heat nor quick pulfe arife from plenitude, nor an 
inflammatory diathefis, but from acrimony, or a lax texture 
of the blood; therefore alteratives or tonics, and nutritious 
foods, are often moft eligible. See thefe doétrines nore fully 
difcuffed in the Effay en the putrid, malignant Sore Throat, &c« 


Dy/pnea, 
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Dyfpnea, or difficulty of breathing. 
The dyfpnoea is a difficulty of breathing. 


‘In the nervous it moft a coed originates 
from fympathy. 


The cefophagus being diftended with wind, 
and compreffing the larynx and pharynx, or 
the ftomach or inteftines inflated, and a¢ting on 
the diaphragm, will occafion a difficulty of 
breathing, and even a fyncope, or fainting. 

The treatment of the nervous dyfpnoea fhould 
be fimilar to the hyfteric paffion; the fymp- 
toms are to be palliated or cured by carmina- 
tives, fetids, antifpafmodics, and aloetic reme- 
dies, lime water, calcined or common mag- 
Mefia, volatile alkaline fpirits, &c.; but the 
deeper caufes fhould be removed by the more 
important methods already recommended, 


Nervous cough and nervous afthma. 

The nervous cough is either fympathic, from 
various difeafed vifcera, and is producible orm 
hearing any other perfun cough, from agitation 
of mind, or idiopathic, when the membrana pi- 
tuitaria is affected. . 

The former generally arifes more from affec- 

tions of the mind, flatulence in the cefophacus, 
ftomach, or inteftines, morbid liver, or other 
vifcera irritating the diaphragm, than from 
any primary difeafe of the lungs. The latter, 

or 


rf 
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or idiopathic, is an irritation of the membrana 
pituitaria, which not only extends over the 
whole inner furface of the nofe, but all through © 
the internal ftructure of the lungs. 


The treatment of both cafes will be eafily 
comprehended. Neither repeated bleedings, 
unlefs in plethora, abftinence from animal food, 
nor the extreme low diet which fome phyficians 
have fo rigoroufly adopted, will avail in the 
nervous cough, but relax the habit, and often 
render the nervous affection incurable *, 


The lungs are only fecondarily to be éonfi- 
dered in the fympathic nervous cough, as they 
are more generally irritated to increafed con- 
vulfive action, by the morbid affeétion of fome 
other vifcus. 


As in the dyfpnoea, fo in the nervous fympa- 
thic cough, the cefophagus, ftomach, inteftines, 
are inflated, or there may be difeafes of the 
liver, mefenteric glands, and other vifcera; 
therefore the inveftigation and removal of the - 
caufes of this dry cough muft be governed by 
an attention to the primary difeafe. 


In both the fympathic and idiopathic nervous 
cough, aflafoetida, joined with alkaline volatile 


* TI have feen this fpecies of cough treated as a phthifis 
Sulmonalis, or pulmonary confumption, which has fo lowered 
and emaciated the patient, as to render recovery very diffi- 
cult, : 


falts, 
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falts, or volatile tinéture of valerian, mitigate 
the cough, particulatly in the pallid and lan- 
guid: in the more florid, large dofes of cam- 
phor diffolved, and united to any aqueous men- 
ftruum by means of blanched almonds, or ‘n 
the following manner, are ufeful : 


Sotutio CAMPHORATA. 
No. 93. R. Camphor 3fs. vel Dy. folvein 
Spiritu vini rectificato 311j. deinde adde 
Gum. arab. pulv. 3ifs. 
Sacchar. alb. 44 Zils. mifce fimul denique adde 
ne _ gradatim aq. pur. Zviifs. f. folutio campho- 
rata, cujus capiat coch. ije vel ij. ad li- 
bitum in dyfpnoea nervofa, cum vel fire 
aliquo liquore convenienti. » 


To this mixture, ifsneceflaty, may be added 
elixir paregoric. tinéiura thebaica, volatile alka- 
line falt, &c., or very {mall dofes of antimonium 
tartarifatum, according to the nature of the 
cafe, the conftitution of the patient, and will 
of the prefcriber *. 7 
- Opium pulverifed, and joined in fmall quan- 
tities with gum benzoin, or frankincenfe, ftorax, 
&c., and received in the form of a light fume, 
has greatly allayed the irritation of the nervous 


* This is a much better preparation of camphor than the 
julapium e camphora ; becaufe in the former the dofe of the 
camphor may be afcertained ; in the latter, the fineft particles, 
by the boiling water, fly off, rendering the remedy of doubt- 
ful utility, or, perhaps, in a great meafure, inefficacious. 

cough, 
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cough, particularly if the refpiration be not 
difficult or weak: the fame preparation has 
likewife proved very ferviceable in mitigating 
coughs from various other caufes ; when joined 
with fmall quantities of cinnabar faGitium, in 
form of a fume, it will probably affift in re- 
moving thofe tubercula in the lungs, which are 
the forerunners of pulmonary confumption. 


Oleaginous mixtures united by the volatile 
alkaline fpirit, to which may be added tinc- 
tura thebaica, under proper reftrictions, haye 
produced falutary effects; but oils are objec- 
tionable, in general, for nervous patients, as 
they are apt to relax the tone of the ftomach 
and pall the appetite. 


In the nervous afthma, opium fhould be very 
cautioufly prefcribed, or wholly omitted. The 
refpiration and circulating powers are fometimes 
very weak, and a dofe of opium, [injudicioufly 
prefcribed, has fent patients to eternal reft. 

Lac ammoniacum, and the folutio campho- 
rata, with the fourth or eighth part of a grain of 
the antimonium tartarifatum, every four or fix 
hours, blifters, volatiles, and fetids,.with pe- 
diluvia, and even venzfection, in urgent cafes, 
have moft availed in removing or palliating the 
nervous afthma. 


In more obftinate and chronic cafes, pedi- 
luvia, blifters, {quills, lac SAREE, ether, 


and — 
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and femetimes tonics, are neceflary. Aithiops 
mineral, cinnabarine preparations, mercurial 
pills of the argentum vivum, &c., with anti- 


monials, are very beneficial as caufe-removing 


remedies in thefe nervous coughs or afthma. 


~No.g4. Re Cinnab. fact. ppt. 3vj. 


Conf. cynofbat. Zifs. Syr. balfam. q.f. f. 
Eleét. cujus capiat Q. N. M. bis vel ter in 
die, fuperbibendo coch. ij, vel ij. folu- 
tionis camphorate. 


Pains under the mediaffinum, in the pleura, or 


diaphragm. ; 

Amongft nervous patients I have frequently 
obferved pungent pains immediately under the 
mediaftinum, in the pleura, or diaphragm : 
the anatomical confideration of the fituation of 
the pain determines fometimes, though not al- 
ways, the part affected. If the pain be imme- 
diately under the fternum, the difeafe is feated 


in the mediaftinum, or in the veflels of the 


“heart; if on the fides, in the thoracical muf- 


cles or pleura ; if pains fhould extend from the 
fore and lower part of the thorax to the back, 
the diaphragm is affected. 


Thefe pains have originated commonly frony 


fudden grief; that on the mediaftinum has fuc~ 


ceeded a kind of fobbing, in which the patient 


“thinks the heart is ready to burft; and there is 


reafon fometimes to conclude, the heart has be- 
come 
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come enlarged from over dilatation, which, in 
fome inftances, feoner or later, may be attended 
with dangerous or fatal confequences. 


Thefe fymptoms are generally accompanied 
with a dry cough, and the heart fuffers palpi- 
tation in the pain affecting the mediaftinum, on 
afcending up ftairs, or walking up a hill *. 

Thofe nervous pains in the pleura, or even 
diaphragm, are commonly more troublefome 
than ferious : they: often accompany gouty or 
rheumatic acrimony, and are to be treated ac- 
cordingly, by blifters, volatiles, &c. 

‘The fixed pain, originating from extreme 
grief, or any very violent paffion of the mind, 
immediately in the center of the fternum, re- 
quires a copious bleeding to prevent thofe con- 
fequences which a large quantity of blood might 
create, when directed to the heart by the force 
of the over-afflicied or agitated mind. The 
fooner this operation is performed, on any vio- 
lent guft of paffion, or fudden and vehement 
grief, the greater probability there will be that 
lefs injury will happen to the heart or its large 
veflels. | 

Blifters, antifpafmodics, and laxatives, are 
advantageous ; but preferable to all is the con- 


} 
* The'palpitation of the heart, and its various caufes, are 


fully confidered in the Zreatife 92 convulfive Difeafes. 
7 folation 
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folation of affectionate friends, whofe partici- 
pation in forrow or misfortunes will tend to the 
alleviation and diminution of the oppreffing 
affliction. 


To the methods of cure, already recom- 
mended in nervous difeafes, may be added the 
adminiftration of clyfters, repeated once, twice, 
or thrice in the day, which may be detergent, 
nervine, or alterative. The firft, compofed of 
weak folutions of borax, aloetics, fope, in de- 
coctions of detergent herbs, cleanfe the rec- 
tum and partly the colon, preferving the re- 
gular periftaltic motion of the inteftines. The 
fecond are antifpafmodic and carminative, com- 
pofed of warm feeds in deco¢tion or infufion, 
weak lime water, or magnefia alba calcinata vel 


non calcinata; thefe correct and abforb fixed | 


air, and remove flatulency. Weak acid clyf- 
ters might correct alkaline air. The third, 
compofed of very weak folutions of mineral 
alteratives, as Plenk’s folution with fulphuri- 
ous waters, autimonium tartarifatum, &c., &c., 
carry their effects farther into the conftitution, 
by the abforbing powers of the lacteal fyftem 
on the furface even of the large inteftines. 
On thefe new modes of treatment much more 
may be advanced at fome future opportunity. 


a 


_— oe ee 3 
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MADNESS, SUICIDE, 


&c. &c. 


INSANITY. 


Tous i it was not originally intended 
to treat on infanity in this performance, yet, 
as fome doctrines drawn from anatomical ob- 
fervations after death, point out modes of cure, 
hitherio unattempted, the fucceeding thoughts 
are delivered, that thofe who have opportuni- 
ties may make trial of their éfficacy. 


Madnefs, or infanity, is an alicnation of the 
mind, without fever. 


ait 9 JE It 
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It is diftinguifhed into two fpecies ; melan- 
choly, or mania; furor, or raving madnefs. 


The former is known by fullennefs, tacitur- 
nity, meditation, dreadful apprehenfions, and 
defpair. 


The latter is attended with a violent and in- 
ordinate defire often to do mifchief ; fury, vo- 
ciferation, impetuofity of temper, an indoma- 
ble turbulence and vehemence ; an angry and 
wild ftaring look in the eyes, actions rafhly 
attempted, and as fuddenly relinguifhed ; ob- 
{tinacy, perverfenefs, immodefty, are amongtt 
its characteriftic figns. 


Thefe are the two general fpecies of infa- 
nity; but they are often complicated ; and in 
madnefs, as in the natural tempers of human 
beings, there is an infinite diverfity. 


Various are the opinions on the caufes of 


madnefs; but pathemata animi certainly are 


the principal, as love, pride, grief, &c. Hoff- 
man thinks it to be a debility of the brain ; 
others fuppofe it to arife from black blood, 
difeafed liver and fpleen, acid humors in the 
ftomach, fuppreffions of accuftomed evacua- 
tions, &c. &c. 


Venal bleedings, arteriotomia, vomiting, 


purging, immerfion in cold water, hot baths, 
diuretics, 
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diuretics, fetons, blifters, the foliciting accuf- 
tomed evacuations, diluters, camphor, nitre, 
mineral waters, light diet, air and exercife, 
{tripes, foothing words or flattery, and atten- 
tion to the ‘minds of patients, are thé princi- 
pal remedies been d by all authors in mad- 


‘nefs. 


From a contemplation of the plans of cure 
adopted for madnefs, it feems, that the dif 
order has neither been {cientifically confi- 
dered, nor judicioufly treated. The general 
ufe of evacuants by purging ‘is rational, but 


‘vomiting and diluting are certainly very abfurd. 
The veffels of the head by diffeétion are 
found over diftended, and vomiting fends up a 


greater quantity of blood, accumulating evil 
onevil. Where the veffels are already turgid 
with blood, the admiffion of great quantities 


of diluting liquors muft add fuel to fire, and 
increafe the fulnefs ; not to mention its incon- 


eruity with evacuants. If evacuating the vef- | 
fels be a proper curative intention, Alling them 
again muft be a contradictory practice, and re- 
productive of the difeafe, | 


The few opportunities practitioners in eene- 
ral have to examine, deeply, the nature of mad- 
nefs, except thofe who turn it greatly to their 
emolument, may be the caufe of thefe difor- 
ders being little underftood. I have attended 


Q 4 fome. 


. 
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fome few inftances, and have opened ve ba- 
dies of fome mad perfons after death, and find- 
ing my diffections correfpond nearly with 
hc. from thefe fources of intelligence will 
fome new opinions be advanced on the fubje@; 
that thofe who have the power of attending 
the infane may, if they approve, apply the 
inethods. 


“As to dependence on medicine, I have feen 
enough of the nad to know, that many cannot 
be prevailed on without violence, namely, what 
is called f{pouting, to {wallow any ; therefore, 
the manner of treatment here propoted will be 
derived from anatomical information, and greatly 
confift in a ftrict attention to dict, as well as 
medicine. si 


s 


Diffections of mad Per fons. 


The diffections of mad perfons after death 
fhew various indifpofitions of the brain and i ifs 
membranes 4 + tei 


The 
* Appearances from diffeétions after death. 
| MELANCHOLIA. 
Symptomata morborum. fi Extifpicia cadaverumy 
Melancholia cum capitis do- acne in cerebro, 
lore quem is convul- 
Bones, 
fiti moleftifima Ventriculi cordis infarg$i 
fipatur, fubito moritur. pituita. x 
ee cuin infania. Ven capitis varicofx. 


we tabe 
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_ The veins of the dura and pia mater, cere- 
brum and cerebellum, are greatly diffended 
with dark-colored blood. 

The 


Symptomata morborum. — Extifpicia cadaverumte 
Melancholia tabe confetti. Vifcera abdominis {cirrhofa 
in febre cum do- Pancreas & pulmones purue 


lore dorfi, cul fuccedunt fluxus  lenti, cerebrum turgens col. 
hemorrhoidales 8 corporistu-  luvie ferofa, 


mefcentia. 
awn afthma’ f tabes Hepar fcirrhofum; peétus 
dein. . aqua f{catet; pericardium cors 
di adnatum. 
———_——— cum furore, dein Cerebrum exfuccum & flae 
amentia. vum. 
"gta melancholicus Cor marcidum, aqua citrina 


gladio fe confodit, fanatur; in pericardio, 
fed dein fuborto yomitu ene- 


catur, 

——— femet ipfe fuf- Lien putridus, 
pendit clavo feneftra, rt 

————— poft ufum fruc- Pancreas caleulofum. 
tuum horariorum moritur. is 
ae cum fummo ca- Sanguine nigro turgent ve~ 
Jore. nz encephali, aqua ftagnat in — 


ventriculis cerebri. 
MANIA. 
Symptomata morborum. Sectiones cadaverum. 


Mazza, a lochiis fuppreffis Uterus paflim feirrhofus & 
poft feptennium oborta, hz-  paffim cartilagineus, 
morrhagia uteri fedatur, qua BA 
tamen nimis perdurante, mo-~ 
ritur egra. 3 
aes Mania 
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The meninges have been found offified. 


~ Congeftions called polypi and pus, have been 
difcovered in the brain; but this, perhaps, is 
the effect more than the caufe. 


Symptomata morborum. 


“Mania faccedit cephalal- — 


giz & animi perturbationibus, 


pot fe trahit fyncopem letha- 


The 


Sefiones cadaverum. 
Hepar exiguum, vafa en 
cephali fanguine turgentia, 


meninges offee, plexus che- 


lem. roides hydatidofus, & aqua in 
| ventriculis cerebri. 
-——— poft ftudia intenfa. Cerebrum ingens, compac- 


tum; vafa ejus fanguine tur- 


gida. 


In aliis fubjeétis fuerunt invente meninges offificate, & 


aqua in ventriculis cerebri; plexus choroides fcirrhofus; ce- 


rebra perdura; cranii offa folito multo majora; vermes in na- 


ribus. 


Pauca depromuntur ex obfervationibus anatomicis : 

Vafa cerebri fanguine craffiori, fubatro turgida, colluvies 
ibidem ferofa, plexus choroides muco obduétus, glandula pi- 
nealis vitiofa. i 

Cor polypis refertum — abdominis vitia varia. Ovarium 
fteatomatofopilofum repertum—Mi/cell. Berol. iii. p. 16. 

Mania. ‘The feat of this difeafe about the vena portarum 
Simfon. 

Meninx dura ficca. Fantoni & Baghvi. 

Lapilli inventi in glandula’pineali. A plica refeéta tumi 
dum cerebrum, membrana putride. Haller. 


Polypus in cerebro. Idem. 


Anatome maniace mulieris; 1. in the inteftines were 


found a great many tenie and fome lumbrici; 2. the me~ 


fenteric 


‘ 
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The veins of the brain are varicous. 


The ventricles of the brain are fometimes 
full of ferum or lymph. 


Scirrhofities and hydatides, or rather varices 
of the plexus choroides, are frequent. 


The pineal gland vitiated and fcirrhous. 
The brain turgid with a ferous colluvies. 


Worms, or rather polypi in the nofe, and 
finufes of the os frontis. 


Polypofe concretions in the finufes of the 
dura mater. 


Various difeafes of the vifcera, which, ex- 
cepting the ovaria and uterus, appear more the 
effect than the caufe of madnefs. 


fenteric glands obfttruéted and indurated; 3. the aliments in 
the inteftinal du&t every where of a white color, the chyle 
not having been yet feparated; 4. the inteftines very much 
diftended with wind, in fome places inflamed; 5. the brain 
inflamed alfo; 6. in the anterior ventricles extravafated fe- 
rum; 7. a large polypus in the finus falciformis, alfo in the 
left lateral, in the right a fmall one; 8. the whole fubftance 
of the lungs full of pus, and feirrhous; 9. oedematous legs. 


Harmer. 


From fome diforder of the brain, from hot and acrimo- 
nious blood, juices, vapors, but chiefly from yellow or black 


bile. Galenus. . ¥ 


Maniz caufe. Ab amore, a belladonna, datura, a gravi- 
ditate, hemicrania, a herpete repreffo, hyfteralgia laétea, fine 
materia, melancolia, fuppreflione, metaftatice a pathemate, 
periodica, a plica refeCta, fcabie reprefla, femine retento, 
terrore & veneno. Sauvagese 


: In 
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In what few diffections I have been able to 
obtain, were the fubfequent appearances. 


A turgency of the veins of the dura and pia 
mater; but of this latter in particular, thro’ 
ail its various directions in the cortical and me- 
dullary fubftance of the cerebrum and cere- 
bellum. 


A dilatation of the veffels in the picxus cho- 
roides. 


Serum in the ventricles of the brain. 


By injecting the internal, external carotids, 
and arteria cervicalis, no,dilatation of the coats, 
congeitions of blood, nor indeed was any blood 
whatever found in the arteries; 3; but the dilata- 
tion and turgency were either in the capillaries, 
or venal fyftem. s% 


* The fame circum ftance has been obferv ed i in 
the habitual infammations of the eyes. 


Inferences drawn from the antecedent ap- 
pearances in mad perfons. ; 


Paflions, or meditation, certainly force a 
greater quantity of blood to the brain than is 
ufual. 


This increafed quantity of blood, when ma- 
derate, or when accidental and temporary is 
prevented doing any great injury, by means of 
the finufes of the dura mater. 


! 


When 
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When the paffions are often repeated, or 
the mind conftantly meditates with great ener- 


_ Sy, attention, force, or violence on any one 


object, the veins are conftantly ina ftate of dif- 


tention, by which means their coats become 


_weakened, and the dilatation, or enlargement 
of their diameters gradually increafe, from the 


quantity of the blood forced by the arteries 
into the veins. 


The inability of the veins deftitute of valves 
to reconvey the blood to the jugulars, &c. with 
a rapidity equal to its celerity and augmenta- 
tion, preferves the diftention. 


In proportion as the veins dilate to receive 
the increafed quantity of blood, their coats be- 
come weaker and weaker, of courfe lefs able to 
make refiftance to the augmented quantity of 
fluid, and lefs endued with power to force the 
blood on to the finufes of the dura mater, or 
to the larger returning veins. This increafed 


‘and conftant dilatation of the veins may in- 


-creafe the fize of the veins confiderably in every 
part of the cerebrum and cerebellum, through 
all their foldings, and in fhort in every pert 
containing the pia mater, which is proved by 
injections to be almoft univerfal in the brain, 
and all its appendages. 


The finufes of the dura mater themfelves 


may be over diftended. 


‘ The | 
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The increafed velocity of blood in the arte- 
ries, and its tardy circulation through the veins 
may occafion irritation in the pia mater, the 
fame as the ophthalmia caufes in the tunica 
conjunctiva of the eye. 


This increafed force, or quantity of blood 
pafling through the arteries, may change the 
blood, and produce vitiated acrimonious fluids 
in the brain itfelf. Local contaminations of the 
fluids are not uncommon in other parts, by 
which the whole body may become tainted, 


although the morbid effects fhall chiefly predo- ‘ 


minate in the particular part difeafed. 


The conftant generation of thefe acrid, viti- 
ated, and irritating fluids, probably, produces 
thofe effects called amentia, furor, mania, infa- 
nia, melancholia, &c..creating confufion and ab- 
furd ideas in the mind. 


After parts have been long accuftomed to act 
with increafed energy, and the veffels to fuffer 
reiterated diftention, they may continue in a 
ftate of difeafe *, as is demonftrated in the fa- 
bitual ophthalmia, ulcers, and other difeafes ari- 
fing from vitiated fluids a€ting on the folids, 


“© Whoever defires to have more explained on the pofiibi- 


lity of loeal difeafes, as ulcers, &c. contaminating rhe whole. 


body, may confult my treatife on ulcerated legs and their cure, 
without reft, and on {corbutic complaints. 


: and 
*, 


—s 


‘ 
% 


ae ; 


g 
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and irritated folids and veffels increafing their 
forces and acting on the fluids. © 


An over diftended bladder lofes its elafticity 
and contractility, and becomes paralytic; in- 
capable of forcing out the urine, or overcom- 
ing the refiftance of the /pbhinéer vefice. 


The differences obferved in maniacs, as ap- 
proaching more or lefs to furor, melancholy, 
or defpondency, may be rationally explained 
from the natural difpofition of each individual. 
mind; the habit of body, the healthful or vi- 
tiated powers of digeftion, chylification, fan- 
guification, and nutrition; the fecretions and 
excretions, 


In debilitated habits, where folids are lax, 
and the blood ferous, the face pallid, with na- 
tural flownefs of conception or expreffion, me- 
lancholy of different gradations takes its feat. 


_ ‘In ftrong habits, or where the conceptions 
are quick, the paffions violent, and the expref- 
fion impetuous, and where fluids and folidg 
approach neareft a healthful ftate, furor or ma- 
nia are moft likely to prevail. 

When conftitutiens partake of a mixture of 
health and ficknefs, of violence and infenfibi- 
lity, of rafhnefs and timidity alternately, the 
madnefs may be complicated. 

As all human beings think differently, and 
as the variety in nature is infinite with regard 

3 ‘aaite to 
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to conftitutions, paffions, and propenfities, fo is 
madnefs; every one being mad in his own par- 
ticular mode. 

Pain or irritations from acrimony or diften- 
fion of veflels in other parts, are conveyed to 
the brain, and conceived by the mind; but a 
changed or vitiated ftate of the fluids, and a 
continued diftention of the veins, in the brain 
itfelf, feem to deftroy the mind’s powers. 

‘The images of the mind create confufed 
ideas, impreffions, or falfe perceptions. 

In madnefs the brain perceives not its own 
indifpofition. 

The phrenitis is temporary or accidental, and 
feems an univerfal inflammation of the mem- 


branes and the brain itfelf; attacks fuddenly | 


and with vehemence, and terminates in a few 
days; but madnefs is commonly caufed by a 
eradual, flow, and continued determination of 
blood to the brain from pathemata animi, or 
meditation on one fubjeét, until the fluids of 
the brain become, and continue, vitiated. 


The immediate connection of the mind with 
the body, how they reciprocally act on each 
other, how the’fenfations are diftinctly convey- 
ed, or what are the means by which they are 
communicated through the nerves to the brain, 
are objects, however defirable to know, beyond 


the limits of human comprehenfion. It is, 


how- 


5 
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hewever, indifputably proved, that the nerves 
are the organs which receive and convey all 
our fenfations. 

{It is the nervous fyftem which acts, and is 
acted on by the mind in all voluntary mufcular 
action. Deftroy the nerve going to any part, 
and the power of motion and fenfe in the part 
wholly ceafes, or is but very imperfectly per- 
formed by means of other anaftomofing nerves, 


Irritations on the brain produce convul-~ 
fions. 

Compreffions on the brain from over diftend- 
ed veflels, fractures, or depreffions of the fcull, 
concuffions from falls, or any violent fhocks, 
and extravafated blood on the brain, produce. 
delirium, convulfions, ftupor, comatofe fymp- 
toms, lofs of fenfe and voluntary motion, in- 
fenfibility, and death. 

In depreffions and fractures of the fcull alk 
thofe fatal fymptoms are frequently cured by 
the operation of the trepan, and removal of 
compreffion, extravafated blood or matter from 
the brain. 

Though human knowledge has not yet dif- 
covered, nor perhaps never may difcover, what 
the foul is, how it operates on the body by 
means of the nerves, or how the nerves ope- 
rate on the foul, and convey all our will, or 


fenfations; yet an induftrious application to 
R diffections 
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diffections after death fhews frequently the ins- 
mediate caufes of various fymptoms, and even 
death itfelf *. 

<9 o « , In 


* Although diffections in delirium from fevers are not im- _ 
mediately conneéted with madnefs, yet from the fimilarity of 
fymptoms, the fever excepted, I have been induced to add the 
following 2ppearances found on opening the dead bodies. 
Thefe diffeCtions fhew various affe€tions of the brain: and 
other parts, and the fymptoms they produced during life. 


DELIRIA. 


Sympiomata. 


Delirium foporem accerfit 
lethalem. 


cum convulfionibus 
febrem vulneri frontis fucce- 
- daneam fequitur. 


o———— cum epilepfia. 


wee EXCIPit capitis dolo- 
rem cum febre continua. 


cum fpirandi diffi- 
cultate variolofum cruciat. 


we buboni fe adjungit. 


in febre ardenti & 
convulfionibus. 


cephalalgiam comi- 
tatur. 


furiofus excandef- 
eit in febre chronica. 


cum febre yehe- 
menti & dolore circa coftas 
, thas. 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 
Cerebrum durum, concre- 
tiones in ventriculo. | 


Abfceffus in dura matre. 


Meninges putride ; aqua ik 
ventriculis cerebri. 
* Ventriculus tertius cerebri 
lympha turget. 

Puftulz in bronchiis. 


Cor fanguine infarétum, 
Pulmones & hepar putridi, 
cerebrum illefum. 


Tumor cyfticus in cerebro. 


Hepar durum & ingens: ce- 
rebrum colluvie purulenta in- 
quinatum. 


Diaphragma inflammatum. 


| Delirium 
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In powerful exertions of the mind to pro-_ 
duce great bodily ftrength, large infpirations 


Symptomata. 
Delirium in febre tertiana 
duplici & tumoribus brachii 


dextri. 
in febre maligna e- 


pidemica. 


—— cum tremore pre- 
hendit capitis dolorem. 


puer delirans, floc- 


_cos colligit, lingua exufta, fe- 


ces nigra. 
cum convulfionibus 


in febre petechiali. 


tiemrniione UIT alyi fluxu. 


———— excipit colicam. 


poft fe convulfiones 
trahens, accedit melancolicum 
vomitionibus & capitis dolori 
obnoxium. 

Delirium fuccedaneum Ca- 
pitis dolori, cum convulfioni- 
bus fevit. 

—— ——— in febre ardente. 


—— —— alyi fluxul. 


wen eee lipothymiz. 


R 2 


are 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 


Ventriculus inflammatus, 


vefica fellis acre turgida. 


Aqua in abdomine & ence- 
phalo, hydatides in cerebro & 
hepate. 

Pulmones fcirrhofi, valvule 
aorte indurate, aqua fangui- 
nea in cranio & fpina dorfi. 

Cyftis lympha turgens im 


cerebro. 


Pulmones fcirrhofi, pleure 
adnati, omentum & inteftine 
putrida, lien ingens. 

Inteftina putrida. 

Inteflinum ccecum putri- 
dum. 

Omentum exefum, intefti- 
num colon inflammatum. 


Abfceflus cerebri. 


Gelatina circa vafa cerebrie 
Abdominis incu] pata vifce- 
ra, hydatides in meningibus & 
aqua in ventriculis cerebri. 
Inteftina putrida. 
Aqua in capite & fpina dorft 
Deliriunt 
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are made, the increafed air is retained as long 
as poffible in the lungs, the face reddens, and 
by the command of the will the bodily powers 
and ftrength, for a fhort {pace of time, exceed 
greatly the natural; fo that people run fwifter, 
fupport and carry greater weights, fight with 
undaunted violence, and {trike with an incre- 
dible force, and effect furprifing things, by 
fummoning a'vigorous refolution and mental 
determination. 


The ftreneth to be acquired by the come 


Symptomata.  Extifpicia cadaverums 
Delirium fuccedaneum ifs Ren dexter & ureter calcu- 
churiz. lofi. 
animi perturba- Hepar infammatum. 
tionibus. 
wees pOft capitis con- Aqua in ventriculis & juxte . 
tufionem & tetanos fibi accer- bafin cerebri : meningum pu-~ 
fit. rulentia. 
—_— pot cerevifiz Meninges offer. 


hauftum viget: remediis fu- 
gatur, fed dein recrudefcens 
convulfiones lethales accerfit, 


— pot infolatio- Cerebrum inflammatum. 
nem oriens, convulfiones. 
poft cafum ab Sanguis ftagnans in cranio, 
alto cum dolore in vultu. cerebri involucra inflammata. 
——= === propinato arfe- Duétus alimentaris exefus. 
nico. Kae 
—_-— cum fomnolen- Dura meninx & hepar pus 


tia, & ictero, obfcuro hepatis  trida. 

dolore poft contufionem capi. _ 

tls. | 
: mand 
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mand of the will is aftonifhing, yet it cannot 
be accomplifhed but by a greater determina- 
tion of blood to the head, and its retention 
there fome fhort {pace of time; fo as to give 
the increafed nervous energy to all the acting 
mu({cles, 


~ 


Perfons of delicate weak habits, in madnefs 
er convulfions, acquire fuch an additional force 
and firengib, as to require two or three ftrong 
perfons to prevent their doing themfelves or 
attendants mifchief. 

Hence i¢ muft appear rational, that the in- 
creafed force in convulfions, delirium, mad- 
nefs, or any extreme violent actions, in a great 
meafure, depend on a greater quantity of blood 
flowing to the brain, or particular nerves. 


By the command of the will, by paffions of 
the mind, by clofe meditation, a greater quan- 
tity of blood can be fent to the brain than or- 
dinarily flows there, without fuch iatentional 
influence. Two effects can be preduced by 
this increafed quantity of blood in the brain, 
according to the pleafure of the will, either 
flronger and fublimer ideas in the mind, or an 
increafe of bodily firength in all the mufcles 
deftined to voluntary motion. — 


According to inclination, human beings, by 
exertions directed differently, may increafe the 
bodily or mental powers to a furprifing degree. 


R 3 Poetical 
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Poetical fublimity, fuperior reafoning facul- 
ties, clear conception, penetration, judgment, 
a refined imagination and expreffion, are all 
the effects of mental, as the exercifes of the 
palzfira are of bodily exertion. 

An over-exertion of both body amd mind 
continued will injure the robufteft conftitu- 
tions; laffitude is the confequence of either ; 
but conjointly exercifed, great debility and pal- 
fies have originated. 

A ftrong attraction to any particular art, 
{fcience, or pleafure, an ambitious and conftant 
defire to excell the grofs of mankind in what- 
ever is the particular object of attainment, are 
fometimes attended with fymptoms little fhort 
of madnefs, but is denominated ardor, zeal, 
or religious devotion, enthufiafm. ; 


An over-affection for horfes, dogs, mufic, 
painting, the chace, flowers, the gratification 
of amorous paffions, or as the French exprefs 
it, il eff fou de telle ou telle autre chofe, ib arme 
a la folie les jeux ou les chevaux, Sc.; or the 
violent and unremitting purfuit to acquire 
ereater knowledge than others in any art or 
{cience, have all produced madnefs. 


Whatever may be the pleafure or object in 
view, there is in the mind a pronenefs or pro- 
penfity, either through choice, neceflity, or 
hope, according to the various taftes of the 

parties, 


\ m 
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parties, for its acquirement, which may aptly 
be called mental attraGion. 

This mental attracion, not always the effect 
of deliberative reafon, but often of chance, ex- 
ample, caprice, or whim, produces all the di- 
verfity of taftes, defires, and purfuits difcerni- 
ble amongtt fociety. 


While the words and actions of mankind in 
the different attachments, or mental attrafions, 
correfpond with the objects of purfuit without 
wild ravings, lofs of fenfe, or mifchief to fo- 
ciety, they fhould not be cenfured as madnefs ; 
for every being has a natural and juft right to 
be /uo modo happy. . 


Thefe mental attractions, when direéted tothe 
improvements of arts or f{ciencés, or to render 
mankind wifer and happier, although they may 
give a fingular caft of character to the poflef- 
for, yet merit the utmoft refpedt. A phiiofo- 
phical apathy, or that indolent, torpid ftate of 
mind fome ancients fought for in vain, could 
it have been attainable, would have produced 
an injurious inactivity. The paffions, or active 
principles in the human breaft, have invented 
all that is laudable and excellent; if they have 
injured in fome inftances, in others, fociety 
have been equally benefited. 


The inordinate attention of the mind to ob- 
jects above human comprehenfion, or attain- 
R4 ment, 
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ment, may appear, in fome meafure, ridiculous, 
though it frequently produces fome new dif- 
covery; but difappointed love, grief, or any 
affections of the mind arifing from human ca; 
lamities, imaginary or real, merit the utmoft 
humanity and compafiion. 

There are corporeal attraétions that give each 
individual, in a certain degree, his own parti- 
cular conftitution and apparent character. 


Corporeal attraétions are the affimilations and 
adhefions of conftituent particles from nutri- 
tion, and their converfion into certain ftates of 
the blood and body peculiar to each individual, 
the effect of which is likewife called idiofyn- 
crafia. 

The fat and corpulent attraét and retain, 
from their daily food, abundance of oily par- 
ticles. | 


The thin or flender attract lefs oil, but more 


earth and gluten. 

The pale attract ferous particles of blood in 
nutrition. 

The florid, what compofes red particles. 

The fallow-colored a confiderable portion of 
coagulable lymph, &c. 

Thefe corporeal attractions give the different 
appearattces among{t human beings, as to fat- 
nels, leannefs, pallidnefs and fleridnets, &c, 


The 


* 


aie 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c. 244 


The mental attraéfions and charatter are much 
dependent on form of body and ftate of blood. 


A grofs habit of body produces indolence ; 
flendernefs, activity and alertnefs: pallidnefs, 
debility and flownefs; floridity, warmth of con- 
{titution and quicknef$ of temper *. The rudi- 
ments, or prima ftamina of this natural variety, 
are formed perhaps in the embryo ab origine, 
while in the uterus, or in the veficles contain- 
ing the animalculum in the ovarium. 


All the differences in one and the fame dif. 
eafe, amongft different patients, arife from this 
variety of corporeal and mental attraétions. A p- 
‘pearances and fymptoms in difeafes may be 
nearly the fame, but the fenfations are diffe- 
rent: a fcratch on the finger of a delicate ner- 
‘vous perfon appears as great a calamity, as a 
large wound to the robuft and more torpid. 
Sympathy in woe, therefore, or human feelings 


for the diftreffes of others, fhould not be pro- 


portioned merely to the magnitude of the evil, 
but to the acutenefs of the miferable fenfations 
perceived in the afflicted breaft +-, 

| The 


* Thefe fubjeé&ts are purfued and confidered more mie 
nutely, with their caufes and effects, in my treatife on diet, 
&c. . . 

t General modes of practice prefcribe a variety of remee 
dies in various difeafes ; 3 but the feleétion of what is moft bee 
peficial, ar what times, and under what circumftances, muft 


always 


‘ 
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The evident exiftence of mental and corporeal 
attraétions comes within the knowledge of every 
refle€ting obferver, and is fubject to ocular 
demonftration. ‘The component parts of diffe- 
rent human bodies may be analized, and it 
may be eafily difcovered, whether oil, gluten, 
earth, &c. moft predominate, with their rela~ 
tive proportions. 

From the difference of the natural or acqut- 
red mental attraétions, or cogitations, and the 
different proportions of the component partl- 
cles and figures of human bodies; all the va- 
rieties and fingularities of mankind, whether 
in health, ficknefs, or even madnefs, originate, 


Thefe diverfities in corporeal and mental at- 

tractions give the character, perfonal difference 

or identity, and diftinguifh one human being 
from another *. 


always be left to the fkill of the prefcriber. All mankind 
differ; in a certain degree, all require fome different treats 
ment. 

Thefe obfervations on corporeal and mental attra@ions, and 
diverfities of opinions on one and the fame fubjeét, apply 
more clofely to the differences of conftitutions in nature, 
than many written precepts on difeafes, which can only 
give general knowledge, leaving much to difcretion. Nature 
is full of irregularity ; what then can be more abfurd, than 
to expeét fuccefs in phyfic by following one beaten track or 
confined routine in practice } 

* In the animal, vegetable, or mineral kingdoms affinities 
or attractions can be proved by chemiftry and various experi~ 


ements of analyfs and [yathe/fis. 
Particles 
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The corporeal and mental attractions not 
only differ in each individual, by which one 
man is diftineuifhed from another; but diet, 
air, foil, climate, and purfuits, produce diffe- 
rent human attractions. 

The light air and diet and cuftoms of France 
produce gracility, and agility of body ; cheer- 
fulnefs and levity of mind; while the fwampy 
bogs and moift atmofphere of Holland and 
Zealand, Flanders, Lower Germany, give mag- 
nitude and flownefs of body, ferioufnefs, and 
folidity of mind. Thefe people, though they 
live not widely diftant, are as diffimilar as the 
{nail and grafshopper. A tranfudation of vola- 
tile particles fly through the former, while the 
latter attract and retain humidity and fluggith 
phleem, fat, or coagulable lymph; the caufes 
of thefe differences are eafily fugeefted and dif- 
covered by a philofophic and inquifitive mind. 

It muft appear evident, that the reception, 
attraction, and retention of certain particles 
from diet, air, &c. and the volatilization, or 


Particles attract fimilar particles, and repel difimilar. All 
the figures of human bodies, whether tall, fhort, fat, lean, 


&c. depend perhaps on original formation in the uterus, and 


the power of attraction afterward with fimilar particles, while 
the foetus or human being is in a flate of growth. Different 
vegetables attract different particles as well as their compo- 
nent parts; minerals have likewife attractive and repulfive 
powers, &c. See my Schola Medicine. 


3 repulfion 
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repulfion of others, give to the human body 
all its various and peculiar forms, powers, ener- 
BY» &c. 3 

The mental attradfions, which are often de- 
pendent on the corporeal, in a certain degree, 
form attachments to favorite purfuits from ex- 
ample, paffions, or fentiments in the mind, 
and direct the corporeal to certain purpofes ; 
this may be called mental attraétions to any 
art, {cience, pleafure, or paffion. While rea- 
fon guides the helm of human affairs, and the 
attention correfponds with the objeét propofed 
to be acquired, or the means purfued are ra- 
tional, man may be pronounced in his perfect 
fenfes; but when the objects defired, exceed 
all bounds of poffible acquifitioh, and yet are 
purfued with ungovernable affiduity and un- 
reafonable expectation, fuch a ftate of the mind 
is, in a certain degree, folly bordering on in- 
'fanity. 

Various are the éginé of folly, that have 
terminated in madnefs. 


Mental attraftions to pride, arrogance, info- 
lence, duplicity, falfehood, enyy, and male. 
volence, are all inftances of folly; they are the 
temporary fupport and the fublimeft refine- 
ments of little difingenuous minds; but on 
meeting difrefpect, detection, or difappoint- 
ment, have prodyced madnefs in the poffeffors. 


_ Mental 
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Mental attraéions to ftri& juftice, integrity, 
truth, and fincerity, are the ftrongeft marks of 
{uperlative wifdom, and are the appendages of 
truly great minds: they generally give a phi- 
lofophical calmnefs in profperity or adverfity, 
and an happinefs to the poffeffor unknown to 
the artful, treacherous, or deceitful. 


It is to be regretted, that in the human af- 
fairs of the polite refined ages, artifices are the 
only weapons to countera¢t artifice ; falfehood 
and duplicity, falfehood ; pride and infolence, 
haughtinefs, or felf-affumed dignity; hypo- 
crify, low cunning and hypocrify. The books 
that have reduced thefe immoral praétices to 
a regular fyftem, inftead of applaufe for their 
politenefs of ftyle or manners, fhould have 
been concealed for ever from the face of the 
earth ; for they teach the vicious knavery, and 
render the upright fufpected. . 


In proportion as the arts, f{ciences, and lux- 
ury increafe, fo do vices and madnefs. In coun- 
tries where the feweft wants and defires are 
experienced, there are the fmalleft number of 
mad perfons; in thofe kingdoms where the 
greateft luxuries, refinements, wealth, and un- 
reftrained liberty abound, are the moft nume- 
rous inftances of madnefs. England, accord- 
ing to its fize and number of inhabitants, pro- 
duces and contains more infane than any other 

country 
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country in Europe, and fuicide is more come 
mon *. } 

In other nations mankind are obedient under 

either military or religious defpotifm, and are 
educated from infants in, implicit fubmiffion 
and non-refiftance ; in Britain every one thinks 
and acts ag he pleafes; this produces all that 
variety and originality in the Englith character, 
and éaufes arts, fciences, and inventions to 
flourifh. — 
‘ The agitations of paffions, this liberty of 
thinking and a¢ting with lefs reftraint than in 
other nations, force a great quantity of blood 
to the bead, and produce greater varieties of 
madnefs in this country, than is obferved in 
others. Religious and civil toleration are pro- 
ductive of political and religious madnefs; but 
where no fuch toleration exifts, no fuch infa- 
nity appears. 

The remote caufes of madnefs are various : 

Anger, pride, and infolence mortified, ma- 
lice and envy ungratified, merit unprotected, 
ar crufhed by the unworthy; love, fear, hope, 
difappointment, anxiety, grief, defpondency, 


* I have examined this matter in France, Italy, Germany, 
and Holland, but find no comparifon in the numbers who 
commit fuicide in thofe countries and England, Infidelity in 
a wife rarely makes a Frenchman cut his throat, but has often 
produced fuicide amongtt the Englifh, &c. To live in France 


a la Parifenne is common. 
avarice, 
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avarice, and a diverfity of human vices, foliy, 
and calamitous feelings, have all been produc- 
tive of idiopathic infanity. 

There are accidental remote caufes, as fup- 
preffed evacuations, metaftafis, &c.; this may 
be called /ymptomatic infanity, and is oftener 
cured than the former. 


— It appears from diffection, that an auement- 
ed portion of blood vitiated in the brain, or 
its membranes ; coagulation of the humidity in 
the cortical or medullary fubftance of the brain, 
concretions, &c. are the principal immediate 


caufes producing the effects of delirium or 
madnefs, 


How an increafed quantity of blood vitiated 
in the brain, or a coagulation of the fine ferous 
fluid tranfuding the ftruéture of the cerebrum. 
and cerebellum, produce fuch continued dif- 
ferent effects in the mind as falfe apprehen« 
fion, reafonine and judgment, are queftions 
replete with difficulty; but their inveftigation 
fhall be attempted. The fpeculations and rea- 
fonings, however, on this dark fubject are not 
delivered as indifputable truths, but merely as 
matter of opinion, or probable conjectures, 


t. The brain has not been proved to fecrete 
any fluid known by the common names of je;- 
Vous Juice, nervous fuid, liquidum nervofuni, 

e- 


“< 


it, No 
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t1. No fluid called nervous juice.or fluid has 
been difcovered to pafs and repafs through the 
nerves. | . 

111. Nor is it rational to fuppofe any liquid 
can pafs and repafs with fuch rapidity as thought 
itfelf, either through tubes, fuppofing they 
were exifting, or by tranfudation. 

av. The arteries pafs through all the nerves 
in every part, internal and external, by means 
of the ¢ela cellulofa, or pia mater; this I have 
frequently proved by minute anatomical injec- 
tions. 

v. Where arteries pafs in other parts of the 
body, veins are generally found ; from hence it 


is reafonable to infer, that minuteft veins, as ~ 


well as arteries, pafs through all the nerves 
and nervous filaments, though the veins cannot 
be demonftrated, owing to the coagulation of 
their contained fluids immediately after death, 
as in the lymphatic fyftem, except amongft 
thofe who die of dropfies.: 


vi. The laf action of the arteries in articulo 
mortis is to force their fluids into the veins; 
the former are empty, the latter filled aftex 


death. 


vir, The experiments of phyfiologifts to dif- 
cover the nervous fluid, or liquidum nervofum, 
are erroneous; ligatures pafled round nerves 
have only impeded the courfe of the blood in 
the 


iad 
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the arterial fyftem, hence tumefaction above 
the ligatures, and infenfibility of parts below. 
vitt. It appears clearly, that many phyfio- 


Jogifts have not been deeply verfed in anato- 
_mical injections, or they néver could havé fup- 
pofed tumefactions above the ligatures of 


nerves, or the lofs of fenfe and motion, any 
proof of a nervous fluid exifting ; becaufe thofe 
effects arife from other manifeft caufes. 


1x. Impeding the courfe of blood in the are 
tery will effectually produce a coldnefs and in- 


fenfibility of a part ; an aneurifm of the fubcla- 


vian artery, which is only a partial impediment 
of blood to the arm, produces coldnefs and waft- 
ing to the arm and hand, with lofs of motion: 


x. Heat, in the human body, is proved to 


“be the effect of arterial a€tion, and its ftrong- 
“eft refidence is in arterial blood: where arterial 
‘attion ceafes, heat is abolifhed, and death en- 


fues. Human life depends on heat, and heat 


“on human life; death is the total deprivation 


of arterial a€tion, abfence of heat, and arterial 


sblood in the arteries *, 


x1. Arterial action ceafes in a nerve on which 


* Ihave formerly injefted mortified parts, and found I 
could puth my injeétions all through the arterial, but not into 
the venal fyftem; from hence I conclude, that the ftagnation 
of blood in mortifications is rarely or never in the arteries, 


- but in the veins. 


ae a liga- 
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a ligature is made ; hence," elect of any 
nervous fuid, the nerve below will become cold 
and infenfible, and all its ramifications going 
to different parts lofe their influence on any 
attempt to voluntary or involuntary motion. 


xris It may hereafter be proved, that auimal 
beat and arterial aGion are the effects of cer- 
tain particles extracted in refpiration from aft- 
mofpher ic air, and conveyed through every vital, 
animal, and natural function of the humana 
body. 
xr, Ligatures round the nerves producing & 
tumefaétion on the part of the nerve toward the 
brain, and the lofs of fenfe and motion in the 
part to which the nerve proceeds, is no proof 
of the prefence of any servous fluid, becaufe 
_thofe effects are produced by the deftitution of 
arterial blood, and the pulfatory actions of thé 
arteries; and certainly it is not neceflary, nor 
fenfible, to ufher in unknown caufes as produ- 
cinge ffects, when evident facts, jufter caufes 
_and conclufions, are prefent. 


xiv. In fhort, not one experiment, hitherto 
-mdde, proves that. the brain fecretes a aervous 
fluid, or that. any wervous fluid pallies and ree 
paffes through the nerves in voluntary or invos 
untary fenfations or actions; nor is there any 
_fach fluid as the xervous fluid, of the confif- 
tence and manner of action univerfally taught 

and generally received. 


xy. Alb 


ae 
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xv. All anatomifts or phyfidlogifts, there- 
fore, who have written in their works the term 
nervous fluid, its regular. or irregular diftribus 
tion, force, energy, &c.. have advanced what 
has never been proved to exift. All phyficians 
who talk of the. nervous liquid i in the human 
body under the appellation of liguidum ner- 
vofum, or animal fpiris, {peak at random on 
an imaginary exiftence, and without any con- 
clufive experiments or demontftrations to fup- 
port the fuppofed fubftance called nervous fluid. 
Something acts, but what it is, has not been 
difcovered; and it is more candid to acknow- 
ledge a deficiency of human fcience, than to 
propagate error. | , | 

xvi. In this treatife, then, the appellations 
of nervous fluid, liquidum nervofum, ‘or [piritus 
animales, have been excluded as non- entities, 
and the nervous powers, nervous influence, or 
nervous principle, have been fubftituted. 

The non-exiftence of the wervous fluid, as 
generally received, has been ftrenuoufly urged, 
becaufe it is of great confequence in medical 
practice; it may likewife be ufeful to the fa- 
bricators of curious hypothefes on matter, {pi- 
tit, and metaphyfical fubjects. 


xvit. What fubtile matter it is, or whether 
itis an exceeding volatile penetrating air, fimi- 
tar to that which is. fuppofed to ruth through 
the Fallopian tube, and impregnate the-oyvum 
S 2 in 
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in coition, giving life: toetherimert:animalcula, 
are fubjeéts thatiare more ere confidered 
in the Schola Meditingy 0% ot ; 


evi tk he’ fubtile “Hatter wiki =e alte, 
and pafies equal tothe ‘mind. is the ‘eleétrical 
fire; but'f doubt: much; ‘whether the eleéttical 
fluid would be ithpeded i in ‘its progrefs through 
the nerves by a° won-elefric ligature; indeed, 
all the conclufons I have ‘been able -to colle& 
from electrical experiments, prove: ‘the econtraty. 


x1x. Nor is the hervous influence fecreted 


Gn the brain acting as a gland ; but it is, per= 


haps, particles of light, or fire attracted with 
the atmofpheric air in refpiration by the lungs, 
and conveyed to the brain in the blood, the 
brain being only its receptacle ; probably thro’ 
an attractive power, fimilar to other Rese of 
the body *. 


The vital principle of heat, or human Brey 
refides chiefly in the arteries, or in the blood 
they contain. Mr. Hunter fuppofes blood alives 
not without {ome reafon. 

* There is an attractive power ab erigine, perhaps,- in the 
cells of the adipofe tunic to accumulate adeps; in the liver, 
to receive particles to make, bile; in the falivary. gland, to 
attra&t particles from the blood proper for faliva; in the kid- 


neys, for urine; in the eye, for that pellucid aqueous humor, — 


&c.; in fhort, all healthful, regular funétions are performed 
by each attracting the propereft particles for its peculiar pure 
pofes, &c. and repelling or excluding the improper. 

xx. If 


rie 
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xx It Gs fufficient, perhaps, for the prac- 
tice of medicine to know, that all :voluntary 
involuntary fenfations and actions -ate-conveyed 
by the nervous powers, and nerves are large, 
from the brain. itfelf, proportionably to the 
utility and magnitude of the fenfe. 

_xxt. The fenfes, as hearing, feeing, {mell- 
ing, tafting, feeling, are all received and com- 
municated by the nerves; and their abolition 
is a deprivation of fenfe. , 


xx. Deprive a Hanan Linc of the ner- 
vous power, and a fenfe of life no longer 1s 
perceived by the perfon :. tie a large nerve pro- 
ceeding to any part, and all communication 
with the foul is either greatly diminifhed, or 
totally deftroyed, 


xxi11, Irritations on the nervous powers pro- 
duce convulfions or irregular a¢tions, a quicker 
pulfe in parts, and often confufed ideas in the 
mind ; but compreffions or ligatures, according 
to their powers or force, torpidity or total in- 
fenfibility. The foul cannot act on a part of 
the body beyond the nerve’s ligature. 


xxiv. From the acrid or putrid changes 
produced in the blood during the laft ftage 
of fever, or from a greater quantity of blood 
determined to, or irritating, the brain, either 
a furious delirium or ftupor and infenfibi- 


_ hity is produced; the regular powers of the 


S 3 foul 
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blood | in che brain. 
All difeafes whatever are changes of the blood 


acting on the folids and nervous powers, and~ 


thefe latter again on the fluids. 


XXV. There are, therefore, four conditions 


re to the caufes of any difeafe prefent. 


. Some change of the blood or other fluids 
of san human body. 


2. Irritation of the folids from the changed 
fluids acting as ftimuli in the body, either par- 
tial or interbal 


3. Increafed or diminifhed action in the whole 
or part of the arterial fy ftem ; the contractions 
of the heart or arteries of prs are quicker or 
flower. 

4. Perceptibility of an univerfal or partial 
aiteat in the mind, conveyed by the nerves of 


the whole body, or irritated nerves of or | 


parts communicating with the brain. 


xxv. The foul, therefore, cannot be fepa- 


rated from the body, in either confidering, or 
even having pofitive intelligence of difeafe ; 
without impreffions on the ‘mind no difeafe 
would be felt or defcribed by the patient, and 
much lefs comprehended by the phyfician. 
~ xxv. Though Srabl and his followers were 
extremely abfurd in attributing difeafes and 
their 
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their cure too extenfively to the foul’s feelings 
and powers; yet the mechanical and other 
phyficians, who have denied the mind any 
power in the affections of the body, have. 
equally erred, which is amply demonftrated in 
the pathologia generalis of the Schola Medicine. 


I formerly made a great number of experi-. 
ments to determine the connection of the foul 
with the body; as when the faculties of the 
foul firft appeared ; how it enlarged in know- 
ledge ; what were its properties without the 
advantages of obtaining ideas by different fen- 
{es ; what were the confequences of the lofs of 
hearing, feeing, fmelling, &c.. Thefe curious 
. purfuits, though not. always rewarded with a 
complete knowledge of the object purfued, yet 
opened fome difcovery unexplored, or at leaft 
imperfectly underftood. 


xxvit..The mind or foul cannot be defined 
by any other means, than by attentive and clofe 
obfervations on its oftenfible effects, operations, 
and powers in the human body. 


xxviIl. While the ovu/um containing the ru- 
diments of the future animal remains in the 
female ovarium, before the impregnation by 
the male, what is to form the future man is 
inert, without any perceptible aétion whatever 
of heart or arteries, &c. according to minuteft 
microfcopical inquiry. 


24 xxix. When 
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X XIX. When the female ovulum is impreg- 
nated by the male, the pulfation or pun&tum fa- 
fiens is foon after evident ; the embryo, in its 
pellicle or ovum, defcending through the Fal- 
lopian tube, and taking its refidence in the 
uterus, increafes in an evolution of all its cons 
ftituent parts, and gradually obtaining its per- 
fect form, grows, fram being fmaller than a 
pin’s head, to a moft furprifing bulk in the 
courfe of nine months. 


xxx. During the time that the foetus conti- 
nues in the uterus, there is no reafon to fup- 
pote it enjoys any qualities of the foul, which 
difplay themfelves afterwards: it poffeffes, per- 
haps, ftimulum inf itum, or an internal irritabi- 
lity, for the performance of the peculiar cir- 
culation of the blood, and fome fecretions and 
excretions; but in itfelf knows nothing of the 
one or the other; in fhort, it has no thinking 
qualities, no ideas of fenfe or refle€tion. 


xxx1. When the foetus is excluded from the 
uterus, fome operations of the foul appear im- 
mediately after the firft refpiration, after re- 
ceiving atmofpheric air; for it cries, and 
foon fhews a defire for R66, and will eleé& 
fugar i in preference to aloes. The circulation 
of the blood is changed and performed in a 
different manner ; for-inftead of pafling through 
the 
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the ductus arteriofus, venofus, and foramen: 
ovale, the auricles and ventricles receive the 
blood ; the pulmonary arteries and veins ac- 
quire their power of circulating: the blood thro” 
the lungs; &c. in a mode that continues thro” 
life. 


xxx1I. The foul feems to have no power un< 
til the atmofpheric air has rufhed into the 
lungs; for without this the infant perithes foor 
after delivery. The air feems to contain the 
pabulum vite ; but after being received by the 
lungs, what is emitted by expiration is unfit 
for the purpofes of life, a fupply of freth air 
being conftantly néceflary. =~ 


For the firft month after being in the world, 
the infant {carcely fhews any vifible ficns of the 
foul’s powers, except in crying for food, and 
then it fleeps, if not in pain. | 


Ae tae ed Afterward it gradually receives im- 
-preffions of objects by vifion, founds by hear 
ing, and in procefs of time imitates the lane 
guage it is to learn by the foul’s powers on the 
organs of fpeech, until it is able to articulate 
guttural, nafal, oral, or other founds, and dif- 
tinguifhes one thing from another. 

xxxiv. Then the mind is impreffed in civi. 
lized nations with fome religious worthip, which 
it is taught to believe to be the only true reli- 
gion, and that all others are erroncous: thefe 

infantile 
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fnfantile impreffions very often continue with 
zeal or fuperftition through life. 

-xxxv. The foul afterwards expands, and 
having colle¢ted a ftore of ideas by the fenfes, 
has the power of reflecting, remembering, 
comparing, and reafoning, by which it begins 
to form 3 judgment on men and things. The 
extent of human knowledge in different men 
is extremely different; for fome pafs through 
life without confidering, examining, or per- 
forming any thing, except the offices of na- 
ture; while others bufy themfelves, in invefti- 
gating the caufes of all the effects they per- 
ceive, and produce, by an elevation of, fenti- 
ment and indefatigable induftry, the moft im- 
portant difcoveries in different {eiences, accord- 
ing to the genius, bent, or inclination of the 
parties. 


xxxvi. The properties of the foul then be- 
ein with refpiration, and on refpiration ceafing 
the foul lofes all its faculties; does.it not ap- 
pear, that it receives conftantly fomething 
from the atmofpheric air we breathe ? The foul 
feems as fugitive as air. It receives all its 
primary knowledge by its operation to, from, 
and by the evidence of the fenfes: it retains 
what it is taught, can afterwards reflect, re- 
membeg, reafon, judge, always in proportion 
to Pai number and diverfity of ideas it has re- 

ceived 
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ceived or collected. Where there be few ideas, 
the reflection, reafoning, and judgement are pro- 
portionably confined; where they be various 
and numerous, the foul views men and things 
. very extenfively. The inferiority or fuperiority 
of human underftanding generally depend on 
the paucity or multiplicity of ideas and juit 
reafoning poffeffed by the mind. 


xxxvi1. The powers of the foul on the body 
have been already obferved; it can act on the 
heart,.and impel a greater quantity of blood 
_ to the head, for either mental or bodily exere 
tion, 

xxxviiI.-The foul’s powers i in checking or 
diminithing the heart’s action on any fudder 
intelligence of misfortune; or quickening its 
action by joy, muft be evident to all perfons 
capable of quick feelings or fenfibility. Mufie 
has fimilar powers. Handel’s funeral anthem 
has for a fhort fpace of time ftopped or fuf- 
pended the circulation in my heart; lively mu- 
fic has quickened it; and others, who exqui- 
fitely feel mufic, have perceived fimilar effects, 
though incapable of accounting for the caufes 
of fuch fenfatians. : 


xxx1x, The foul can direé&t a greater quan- 
tity of blood to the parts of generation, and 
create a great turgency in the veffels and cel- 
lular ftructure, and retain the fluids there 4 
confiderable {pace of time. 
| | xL. Violent 


$68 /@ TREATISE ow 

XL Violent anger has forced fo ‘great a 
quantity of blood to the head, ‘that the veffels 

have been ruptured, the blood extravafated, 

and fudden death Has been the confequence. 


xr. The foul itfelf is fome invifible agent, 


or power acting in various modes on that hu- 
man matter called the brain, and the foul gra- 
dually acquires ftrength and knowledge by the 
powers of the fenfes, but not withqut human 
growth, and human induftry. 


"xxi. The brain being the foul’s principal 
feceptacle, conveys, in health, the foul’s inten- 
tions, by means of the nerves, to anfwer all 
the functions of life with order, precifion, and 
regularity according to the laws of the animal 
cconomy. 


xii. Inftead of a nervous fluid paffing and 
repafing | all our fenfations, either voluntary 
or involuntary, it feems more probable that it 
4s the foul’s influence that pervades, by 1 its fub- 
tilty, all orgahized and other parts; it is the 
grand conduétor as well as governor of all its 
various feelings and ations. 


xtrv. All caufes muft be equal to their ée 
fects, and while the. foul’s powers are not im- 
peded in the brain or nerves, the invifible agent 
performs with more or lefs energy all the ne- 
ceflary mental functions of life; but the orga- 
nization of the brain being difeafed, the foul 
| is 
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is: ‘interrupted in its various powers with! deli- 
rium, ftupor, madneis, falfe i images, &c. &e., 


; XLV. The foul’s powers, however great in a 
healthful organization of the brain, -cannot 
conquer the impediments nor-difeafes of that 
organ; neither can it perceive its derangement 
from morbid affections in the brain: mad per- 
fons, like, the obftinate and fuperficial, fre- 
quently conceive all the world to be in error 
except ‘themfelves. 


xivi.? The brain then, that principal organ 
on which the foul acts primarily, being inju- 
red or’ difeafed, refifts or prevents the foul’s 
tegular impulfes, and fo conquers it, as to con« 
vert a found underftanding into folly and mad- 
nefs, or produce a falfe affociation of ideas. 


xuivit. ‘The due order and-regularity of the 
foul’s influence being impeded, perverted, or 
prevented in different parts of the cortical. or 
medullary fubftances of the cerebrum and ce- 
tebellum, ‘an irregular influence is the confe- 
quence, and the foul’s action on different parts 
annulled; the free influence being obftructed, 
falfe images are conceived, falfe reafonings and 
conclufions refult from falfe ideas and appre- 
henfions ; wild projects, furious ravings, ill- 
founded fears, ftrange unufual conceits, violent 
attempts to do mifchief accompanied with inco- 
herent expreflions, are the confequences of the 
brain’s 
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brain’s  refiftance to the ea influence of thé 
foul. ° 


xiv. In the nervous parts remote from the 
brain irritability is excited by vitiated, chan- 
ged, and acrid blood acting as ftimuli, and ar- 
terial action is increafed: infenfibility is proe 
duced by ligatures or comprefhions of the me- 
dulla oblongata or nerves, which are the im- 
mediate appendages, and poffeffing nearly the 
fame ftructure as the brain. If fuch effects are 


£ 


producible by evident caufes in parts diftant 


from the brain, but immediately under its in- 
fluence, it is eafy to comprehend fimilar caufes 


_ producing fimilar effeéts in lefions of the brain 


itfelf, and perverting all regular influence or 
perception in the powers of the mind. 

x~ix. Though what this invifible influence 
called the foul is, may remain eternally beyond 
ocular demonftration, or the utmoft limits of 
the moft cultivated human comprehenfion, yet 
it muft be fomething fufficiently powerful to 
act on human matter during life; to increafe 
in ftrength and energy in proportion as it aptly 
receives and treafures up true ideas, and exer- 
cifes its faculties in conceiving, ee and 
judging, &c. 

L. It is clear, that its gi iichind refidence 1s 
in the brain and nerves, and thefe latter per- 
vade every part of the body. 


In 
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~ In a found brain the foul performs its func- 

tions with regularity according to individuak 
charaéter, The brain being in a morbid ftate, 
the animal functions are pareidalarly injured, 
and falfe ideas, with all their Fiat ibaa St are 
evident, &c. 


Lt. The over exertions of the foul force an 
abundance of blood to the brain, either in at- 
tempting poetical fublimity, or purfuing deep 
and continued psagipet i reafonings and me- 
ditation. 


This increafed quantity of blood, or its ae- 
quiring a vitiated morbid change, may caufe, 
the brain’s refiftance to the diretions of the 
foul, and may excite or obtund mental impref- 
fions; in the former, fury, and in the latter, 
‘melancholy may be the effects. 


uur. Poetical fury, or violent tragic aétion, 
are fenfations excited in the foul bordering on 
madnefs, and indeed have produced that dif- 
order. 


Enthufiafm ts another fpecies, which has fre- 
quently terminated in madnefs. 
Love is a paffion lighted up in the foul by 
a mental attraction for fome particular obje¢t, 
__and has frequently terminated in infanity. 
Anger, pride, envy, and all paffions or mi- 
ferable fentiments, what are they, but over 
exertions of the foul’s faculties operating with 
3 augmented 


~ 
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augmented, or diminifhed, energy on the 
brain? | 

zitt. Defpondency or thelancholy feem to be 
more the effects of relaxation and a diminution 
of mental exertion; in which the brain is more 
chronically affected, and lefs likely to be cured 


than in the more inflarnmatory or animated 


{pecies. 

Thefe reafonings or facts duly confidered, 
may not only point out fuperior methods of 
treating hypochondriaeal or nervous difeafes, 
but alfo ihfanity. 

The. confideration of the patient’s mind is, 
therefore, of the utmoft importance in many 
difeafes, but more -particularly in the mental; 
to form the prognoftics; the timid and deject- 
ed require an infpiration of courage and hope; 
or medicine .often fails. In the yellow fever of 
the Weft Indies I have feen numerous inftances 
of perfons feized with that fever, mournfully 
affert their aflurance of dying, and they too of- 
ten confirmed their intuitive prognoftic. This 
was nothing but fear from others dying daily, 
and if that apprehenfion could be removed, 
patients have recovered. | 

In nervous difeafes and madnefs the intel- 
lectual faculties fhould be principally confi- 
dered, and the ftate of the body previous to, 
and accompanying, infanity. 

From 


ei iee 
Fe, 
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From reflecting on the powers of the arte: 
ries in the brain and netyous fyftem, and the 
influence of the brain and netvous fyftem on 
the heart ‘and arteries; and the powers of the 
mind on both, without the union of which hte 
man life cannot but very imperfectly exift, the 
fubfequent caufes of madnefs have been de- 
duced: 

i: Hithét by thé will; ot fomé Accident, 4 
preater quantity of blood has mounted to the 
‘brain, or has been retained there, than was 
agreeable to the laws of the animal cscononiy. 

2. The fame catifes have contiiiued tHe fame 
effects, whether from continued meéditatidn, or 
any violent paffions of the mind; or accidental 
fuppreffion of ufual evacuations, &c: 

3. The minute capillary veffels and the veins 
fuffer a continual diftention, either by the in- 
creafed force of the arteries diteétéd, or repeat- 
edly determined by the will, or from the te- 
Jaxation of the vafcular coats and increafe of 
the venal diameters *; 


_ * In evacuating urine, feces, or flatus, a large infpiration 
is made by the lungs, and the air is retained there during the 
expulfion as long as poffible, efpecially in coftivenefs. During 
thefe ftrong infpirations performed by comithand of the will, 
the veffels of the brain have been fo over diftended as tb burft, 
and the effuffed blood has caufed inftant death or a fatal apo« 
plexy. Thus perfons have fometimes been found dead in 


their water ¢lofets, 


T A. This 
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4. This increafed force in the arteries, and 
partial detention or retardation of blood in the 
venal fyftem, caufe a change in the flate of 
the blood within the minuteft folds and parti- 
cles of the cerebrum and cerebellum, 


s. This change of blood and its additional 


weight irritate and change, to a certain degree, — 
all the ferous particles of blood in the tela cel- 
lulofa, or fubflance of the brain, and produce 


eallofities by a coagulation of the fluids in the 
medullary or cortical fubftance. In the oph- 
‘thalmia habitualis, or confenfualis, the ferous 
particles of the blood, from increafed action 
in the arteries, and diftention of the minute 
veins, become hot, acrid, and irritating : fimi- 
lar effects may be produced in the membra- 
nous and cellular expanfions through the whole 


brain and its depending nerves, Local inflam-" 
mation is very common, local acrimony like-— 
wife: does not rheumatic acrimony fix its feat” 


in the tela cellulofa of mufcles, the venereal in 
the periofteum and bones, the gout in joints, 


the fcrophulous in lymphatic glands, &c.? 


6. As clear perception, found reafoning, and 


folid judgment are obferved in a healthful flate 
of the brain and its fluids; fo can their alterae 
tion or perverfion be eafily conceived by the 
effects of acrimony, irritation, and over diftens 
tion, from febrile heat and friftion of their 
component parts, | 


7, Ana- 


t- 
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7. Anatomical inquiry leads to think, that 
the delirium in fevers is chiefly Owing to mor- 
bid changes of the fluids in the brain; putrid 
miafmata produce more dangerous atid acute 
deliriums than perhaps any other: putrid mi- 
afmaia ate received by the lungs and ftdmach; 
abforbed by the pores of the fkin, or by a cut 
or fcratch on the finger; and have coritamina-. 
ted in a very fhort time the whole body, chang- 
ing. the bload to a putrefactive ftate,; and end- 
ing fatally. | Sess: 

8. Phrenitis is an increafed aétidn of the {ae 
lids, with inflammation of tembrafies and an 
over abundance of blood it the brain; produ- 
cing a moft datigerous acute fever; raving, de- 
lirium, or fort of madnefs, terminating like 
violent aeute fevers, in a few days: 

g. Madnefs i$ another fpecies of delirium, 
chronic, not acute; is commonly flow in its 
progrets, without fever; neither producing 
the violent fymptoms and fatal effects of pu- 
tridity, canine madnefs, nor acute phrenitis. 


10. Whatever, then, determines a greater 
quantity of blood, whether it be mental afft. 
tions, the will, or any accidental fuppreffion of 
accuftomed evacuations, or different fpecies of 
acrimony, as febrile, nervous, gouty; venereal; 
&c., may produce temporary delirium, with or 
without fever, which in ab extenfive practice 


may be frequently obferved. = | 
ba 11. If 
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11. If the blood has once diftended the vef- 
fels of any part, a debility or relaxation may 
remain, and on any future occafion of fulnefs, 
paffions, &c. they may be re-diitended; but 
particularly the brain; if the fame meditations 
or paffions are often repeated, and long conti- 
nued, which firft gave rife to the diftention. 
Where an hemorrhage has once happened, as 
in the nofe, lungs, uterus, or anus, there is 

apprehenfion of its returning by plenitude, ac- 
_cidental coughs, colds, &c.; pleurifies happen 
to the pleuritic, gout and rheumatifm to the 
gouty and rheumatic, &c. . 


12. Madnefs, then, is nothing but the effects 
of diftended veffels, a checked vicious circula- 
tion, and changed fluids oppofing or pervert- 
ing the foul’s regular action or power in the 
medullary fubftance of the cerebrum and cere- 
bellum ; in which perception, reafoning, judg- 
ment, imagination, and memory refide ; as well 
as thé nervous powers over the body for per- 
forming voluntary and involuntary motion, &c. 


13. What the foul or mind fpecifically is, 
has not as yet been fatisfactorily accounted 
for, and perhaps never may be difcovered ; but 
it is certain, that morbid changes of the blood, 
or its over diftended accumulations, concretions, 
indurations, extravafations, &c. in the brain, 
produce the effects obfervable in madnefs, 
from the prevention or perverfion of the foul’s 

powers. 
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powers. This is perhaps fufficient for human 
beings to know, to afcertain either the diffi- 
culty of curing infanity, or to direé&t the choice 
of remedies moft proper for the malady. 


Prognoftics of Infanity or Madaefs. 


From a review of the caufes of madnefs by 
diffections after death, and the foregoing ob- 
fervations, it will not be difficult to judge in 
what inftances madnefs is, probably, curable or 
incurable. | 

1. When madnefs is recent, has arifen from 
fever, accidental fuppreffions, accuftomed eva- 
cuations, from metaftafis, or any bodily affec- 
tion alone; there are profpects of curing the 
complaint by removing the refpective caufes. 

2. If the infanity originate from mental per- 
turbation, violent paffions, or any affections of 
the foul, conftitutional or continued long, the 
cure will be difficult, and frequently impof- 
fible. ee 

3. When the veffels of the brain only fuffer 
by diftention, reducing them to their original 
diameters may prove a cure. 

4. Actimony irritating the brain, may be 
curable by difcovering the fpecies: whether 
fcrophulous, venereal, gouty, or rheumatic, 
&c., and by applying, judicioufly, the reme- 
dies adapted to each particular fpecies, regi- 

| big men, 
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men, &c. &c. Thefe four caufes of infanity 
are, perhaps, more common than the fubfe- 
quent. | 

a Preternatural accumulations in the brain 
from a coagulation of the fine ferous particles, 
which tranfude through the minute ftructure 
of the different regions in, the cerebrum and 
cerebellum, foldings, circumvolutions, wind- 
ings , fiffures, connections, various cavities, &c., 
fcarce admit of cure 5 becaufe the effufed thick- 
ened fluid requires liquefaction by refolyents, 
and abforption ; which, though poffible in the 
external parts of the human body, when arifing 
from contufions, &c., yet in the brain the fuc- — 
cefs of any medicaments mutt be extremely — 
doubtful, having no affifting mufcular powers 
to agitate and promote the impacted blood 
‘vom the lefs elaftic and debilitated veffels. 

6. Bony exoftofes, or concretions, or preter- 
natural fubftances, as polypi, &c. are irreme- — 
diable, could it be afcertained that they exift ¥ 
in the brain, which, however, is impoffible ; 4 
but thefe are rare cales. | 

4. A preternatural drynefs and diminution in i 
the brain, or a paralytic affection of the coats | 
of veflels, éc., are in general incurable, which 
may be eafily conceived from the prognoftics 
in palfics of other parts of lefs dignity than the — 
7 lla ale ase i 


$. Indu- 
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8. Indurations of various parts of the brain 
are, when confirmed, incurable, or at leatt, 
extremely difficult to remove. 


g. Maniacs of a florid Pie A have been 
known more frequently to recover, than the 
pale melancholic; the reafon of which may 
be, that the former only fuffer from diftention 
of veffels, the latter oftener from concretions 
in the brain, &c. 


to. Hereditary madnefs, or the diforder be- 
ing caufed by an ill-fhaped head, as the cilo or 
fteeple-crowned, are generally irremediable. 


11. The difficulties medicine has to coun- 
teract in attempting the cure of maniacs, muft 
be manifeft from the appearances of the brain, 
é&c., after death ; its utmoft efforts may prove 
fruitlefs in many inftances, the cure, from ana- 
logical reafoning, being fometimes altogether 
impoffible; in others uncertain, and in fome 
only probable, 


Thefe prognoftics are drawn from emittiaid 
ing the importance and foft ftructure of the 
parts difeafed, the difficult accefs of medicines 
or their powers to parts contained in fuch a 
bony receptacle as the fkull; the difficulty of 
drawing off blood from the various parts of 
the brain, which may be affected; and laftly, 
from experiencing an oppofition in changing 
the natural tempers of human beings in health; 

T4 - much 
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much lefs then can diforders of the foul be re- 
moyed, when deprived of calm reafon, refleg- 
tion, and true judgment, 


On the Cure of Madnefs. 


The firft thing to be confidered in the cure 
of madnefs is, the caufe which gave rife to the 
difeafe, and its rational mode of removal ; fe. 
condly, the conftitution of the patient, whe- 
ther florid, plethoric, and healthy otherwife ; 
or pallid, debilitated, and cachectical. The 
former require profufe evacuations and abfti- 
nence; the jatter deobftruents, and perhaps i in 
many cafes tonics, Thirdly, the force of the 
difeafe, and temper of the patient: the rafh, 
impetuous, and mifchievous muft be reftrain- 
ed by the ftrait waiftcoat or chains, and excit- 
ing fear by the menacing afpect, or the ace 
quired and determined authority of the keeper 
or attendant: the low and melancholic require 
roufing, foothing, and amufement. The prac- 
tical domeftic management, however, of the 
infane i is well known to feveral gentlemen, who 
receive 2 and humanely attend thote melancholy 
dil eales. 


The cure of madnefs, when arifing from fup- 
preffed evacuations, requires the folicitation of 
whatever is obftructed, as the hemorrhoids ; 
menfes in women ; ; perfpiration, or alvine fe- 
ces, Bc. ‘ Although 4 
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Although it is much doubted, whether mad- 
nefs ever arofe merely from fuppreffed hemor. 
rhoids, without the junction of fome other ef- 
ficient caufe, yet, if fuch a circumftance fhould 
happen, opening the hemorrhoidal veins with 
a lancet, or bleeding with leeches, would be 
proper. 

Irritating aloetic purgatives, or centaury, &c. 
would likewife promote the flow of the hemor- 
rhoids. 


If, however, the fupprefled hemorrhoids or 
piles occafioned infanity, from a turgency of 
the blood veffels in the brain, bleeding in the. 
jugulars, or even in the arm or leg plentifully, 
obferving for a confiderable time a very dry 
diet to prevent repletion, would moft probably - 
fucceed. 

Pediluvia are likewife neceffary. 


Suppreffed menfes are reproduced by remedies 
adapted to the conftitution. 


If the fuppreftion originate in debility, with 
a very pallid countenance, aloetics and the gum 
pill, night and morning ; and chalybeates, not 
of the heating kind, are ufeful, particuldtly 
the flores martiales with bitters, &c.; other 
fteel preparations in fome conftitutions affeét 
the head, and are improper. 


If the fuppreffion fhould arife from an in- 
flammatory diathefis, with floridity of face and 
| plenitude 
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plenitude, bleeding, alkaline falts, fal diuretis 
cus, &c. may be prefcribed, and occafionally a 
finart evacuating purgative. 


Pediluvia of fale and water, repeated two or 
three times a day, an hour each time, in either 
inftance of fuppreffion, are advifeable. 

Suppreficd menfes, from obftructed uterine vefe 
fels, or coagulations, or congeftions in the lym- 
phatic fyftem, cannot with certainty be remo- 
ved, but by mercurials, either prefcribed, as 
evacuants or alteratives. See Chlorofis and Sup- 
preffions of the Menfes. 


The obftruction of the lochia after parturi- 
tion has produced infanity, and this happens 
to fome women during every childbed period. 
The removal of the effe¢ts of obftruéted lochia 
depends on circumftances, and fhould be treated 
differently in different fubject *, 

Thefe cafes of madnefs commonly cede to a 
fkilful application of medicine, of the deob- 
_ftruent, uterine, or evacuant clafs. 


The milky mania, or that delirrum which 
has been fucceeded by melancholy or madnefs 
from fupprefled fecretion of milk, fhould be 
treated by venefection, evacuants, and blifters, 
if no contra-indications forbid their ufe; purg- 
ing particularly is ufeful, and antimonial dia- 


* See treatife on The Caufes of Death in Childbed ins 
yeliigated, Kee 


phoretics, 
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phoretics, as {mall dofes of fart. emet. with ni- 


‘tre; and:camphor to 10 or 16 grains every four 


or fix hours, When I formerly pra¢tifed mid- 

wifery, | have known thefe methods remove 

infanity. | 
Thofe women who are steached chilies a ma- 


niacal affection after the birth of every child, 


commonly acquire their reafon, by fkilful ma- 


mnagement, in a few weeks or months, 


Na/al hemorrhage being cuftomary, on being 
fuppreffed, has caufed a maniacal affection 5 
bleedings in thefe cafes are neceffary in the ju- 
gular, occipital, angular, frontal, ox nafal in- 
ternal vein, if poflible; for thefe four laft 
veins communicate with the finufes and veins 
of the brain itfelf ; therefore, more promptly — 
evacuate the blood from the part affected, and 
fhould be particularly attended to in fangut- 
neous apoplexy, epilepfy, and maniacal aflec- 
tions *, pil | 

Irritating the internal part of the nofe by a 
feather or ftraw will likewife produce the nafal 
hemorrhage, which is fuperior to fternutato-- 
ries or fnuff, as the violent action of fneezing, 
in a plenitude of the veflels of the brain, has 
ruptured a blood veffel, and proved fatal. 


* See the origin and progrefs of the arteries, finufes and 
yeins of the dura and pia mater, cerebrum and cerebellum, 
accurately deferibed in the Schola Medicine, with copper 


platgse 
| A nofak 
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A nafal hemorrhage often cures that mof vi- 
olent of all deliriums the phrenitis; and all 
experienced phyficians muft have obferved, 
that a very {mall portion of blood iffuing from 'y : 
the nofe in the deliriums accompanying in- 
\flammatory or other fevers, has immediately 
brought the patient to perfect fenfe and rea. 
fon. 

In maniacal affections it appears very rational — 
to purfue a fimilar mode: it is, however, dif- 
ficult or impoffible, perhaps, to evacuate a fuf-— 
ficient quantity of blood occafionally from the 
nafal, frontal, angular, or occipital veins; but 
anatomy certainly demonftrates the communi- 
cation of thefe veins with the brain itfelf, and 
when it is fuppofed a turgency of cerebral vef- — 
fels is the caufe of madnefs, nothing can ap- 
pear more rational than to deplete the veffels 
af the part, and reftore the finufes and veins 
to their original fize by a very great abjtinence 
from liguid foods. 

If the fuppreffion of accuftomed perfpira- 
tion or coftivenefs have occafioned madnefs, 
diaphoretics of antimony and camphor, or 
purging, are indicated. See Coftivene/s and Dry 
Skit. 

If perfpiration fhould be wifhed in the head, 
the fumes of vinegar and water in a large ba- 
fon, and covering the head, will produce a 


plentiful evacuation of perfpirable matter. 
| Pediluvia — 
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Pediluvia of falt and water, or tepid vapor, 
or water baths, will anfwer the fame purpofes. 


The cure of madnefs from a perturbed mind, 
or paffions long indulged, is to be attempted 
by the apparent gratification of the defire, or 
fometimes oppofition, as far as mental cure ex- 
tends, 


Anger, whofe intemperance is augmented 
by oppofition, is eafieft calmed by filent neg- 
lect. 


Pride, which commonly affumes great fuper- 
cilioufnefs and arrogance, and pretends to men- 
tal or bodily qualities it feldom poffeffes, is beft 
foothed by affected obfequioufnefs and adula- 
Tion. . 


Mad pride renders the poffeffors in their own 
imagination, perfons of very great confe- 
quence. The proudly mad conceive them- 
felves emperors, kings, or great perfonages, 
generals, rich merchants, &c., and they: are 
generally tyrannical, pompous, obferve a re- 
ferved, diftant behavior, and expec great ho- 
mage; which if they receive not, are feroci- 
ous, vindictive, revengeful, or fullenly mif- 
chievous. 

Pride in thofe who are not infane, is gene- 
rally the concomitant of folly,, and is com- 
monly ufed as a mafked battery to cover the 
defects of the mind, or acquire importance 

among ft 
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amongft the undifcerning vulgar; it is pitied 
by true wifdom, and ridiculed by wit.’ | 

_ Envy, which ever malicioufly indulges itfelf 
in the misfortunes, miftakes, mental, or bodily 
defects of others, is happieft in hearing fcan- 
dal and detra¢tion, efpecially againft thofe whofe 
fuperior excellence is marked and acknow- 
ledged by mankind. 

- As its highett enjoyment is the mifery of 
others, fo its moft pungent fenfations of horror 
arifes‘on viewing any elevation of ‘fentiment or 
happinefs. | 

Avarice or covetoufne/s, which never enjoys 
what it poflefies, but thirfts. after wealth with 
an inordinate defire and fedulous attention, is 
- rendered moft eafy by the contemplation and 
expectation of future Peruvian mines. | 

Difappointed expeftation is no unfrequent caufe 
of madnefs ; or hopes fruftrated, that have been 
_ long dwelling on future acquifitions*, What is 
“more difagréeable to the human mind than long 
fufpenfe, or alternate hope, fear,’ and appre- 
henfion? Defperate attempts at fuicide are of- 
ten the confequences of difzppointment ; there 
is no remedy but fetting bounds to human de- 
fires, many of which are chimerical and wun- 


* Jt was remarked, that on account of the famous Sexi 


Sea bubble many, who were ruined, became mad. 


2, reafonable ; 


“ 
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reafonable ; but this is only practicable before 
the approach of infanity or defperation, which, 
when prefent, never liften to reafoning wind 
ice, 


Love, that fiery flame, when lighted’ up 19 
the human breaft, confumes its votary, if not 
gratified with the object of mental atiradion. 
It is a paffion the leaft of all, perhaps, govern- 
able by reafon, and when productive of infa~ 
nity, which, in proportion to its violence, it 
is moft approximate, is commonly incurable. 


Fealoufy is a fenfation of fufpicion, where 
the greateft confidence is expected. Tn both 
Jove and marriage it has produced fuicide : its 
remedy is indifference to the object adored,: of 
a philofophical refignation to infidelity. <In 
France, and other warm countries, infidelity 
in a miftrefs or wife is treated with levity or 
laughter; in England, with fober fadnefs, de- 
teftation, or felf-murder. 


Misfortunes in life, if nearly producing mad- 
nefs or defperation, are only curable by a timely 
alleviation of the prefent or expected diftrefs. 
If from domeftic unhappinefs, from children or 
relations, vexation has produced madnefs. An 
apathy of foul feels nothing except for felf ; 
but great philanthropy earneftly engages in the 
conduct and welfare of all mankind, and has 

thoufands 
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thoufands of emotions and fears unknown té 


. the infenfible or torpid. 
A nice fenfe of honor has produced rath fui- 


cide, or infanity from the moft exquifite feel- 
ings; where fuch fentiments exift, nothing can 
be more inhuman than to torture them; they 
are the companions of the moft elevated and 
noble minds. There have been inftances of 
_ Officers in the army committing fuicide on only 


receiving a fharp reprimand for fome trifling ~ 


omiffion, from a fuperior officer. The expe- 
riencing neglect or harfh treatment from rela- 
tions or friends, where affections have been 
warm, have produced fhocking inftances of mi- 
fery and infanity, 


Unjuft perfecutions are amongft the caufes of 
madnefs, In this country of liberty, men of 
fuperior rank or fortune, even if accompanied 
with haughtinefs, pride, or a malignant difpo- 
fition, have very little power to gratify male- 
volence; the greateft as well as the loweft be- 
ing equally amenable to the law, In other 
countries, fuperiors either in rank or profef- 
fion have great power over inferiors. The mo- 
_ dern education and philofaphy have, however, 

foftened the ferocity of all ranks; but yet, 
there are too many inftances, where, if man- 
kind have an opportunity of doing mifchief 


one | 


oe 


»s 
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: tion *. 


* An anecdote of the medical kind, though it gives nd 
Iuftre to the profeflional character of the party, yet ought here 
to be mentioned, as a moft inhuman trait of a man, who haé 


figured in an elevated medical fituation. 


While L was at Vienna, the following ftory was recent + 

Baron Van Swieten, phyfician to the late emprefs, confi- 
dered by many not the moft fuccefsful praétitioner, and who 
all the world knows, was a rigid Boerhaavian, had at- 
tended a lady of fome rank-in the dropfy, and the Baron fols 
lowed the Boerhaavian doétrines implicitly,. but without the 
peatt fuccefe, and declared the cafe incurable; afferting, that 
‘any phyfician, who undertook the cure deferved the appellation 
of afs. Dr. Hirneis, a popular phy fician in that city, much 
efteemed for his humanity, fkill, and gentlenefs of manners, 
was called, and si cured the patient by methods not mentioned 
in Boerhaave. The lady withed to recompenfe the worthy - 
door, but he declined accepting any pecuniary reward, and 
‘only requefted the patient to go to Baron Van Swieren, and 
_ prove by ocular demonftration, that the afs had cured what 
the ox could not, alluding to the overgrown pride of the court 
phyfician. The Baron, inflamed at the cure being performed 
, by methods he was unacquainted with, meditated, and accom« 
plifhed the deftruction of the doétor fer curing the patient, 
contrary to his opinion and prognoftic. The Baron had fuf- 
ficient power with the Emprefs to have Dr. Hirneis banifhed 

_ from that city to Paflau, by which/the unfortunate man lof all 
his practice, and he, with a numerous family were reduced to 
poverty. On the death of the empre{s the prefent emperor was 
applied to, in order to recal the banifhed doétor, who had 
been in exile twenty years. The emperor, perhaps, not bé- 
| ing difpofed to thew difrefpe& to his imperial mother’s me- 
; U mory 
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The perfons moft capable of gratifying ran- 
cor at the expence of honor or juftice are the — 
haughty, proud, mean, and envious. The ob- 

‘ +a 
mory, or to her favorite phyfician, denied the requeft ; but | 
after the death of Baron Van Swieten the exiled doétor was € 
fuffered to return to Vienna. In his twenty years abfence his — ; 
principal friends had died; he foon found his practice was 
unlikely to be reftored, and he expired a fhort time after. - 


_ at Vienna from extreme grief, or, fome fay, by a fhorter — 
means. Thus an able practitioner fell a victim to medical 5 
fuccefs, through the mortified pride and tyranny of a power- i 
ful, but mean, court phyficiane a 
In a learned profeffion like ours, the very bafis of which » : 
fhould be founded in gentlenefs, humanity, and the peuthedl . 
‘tion of acquired excellence and fcience ; no fuch narrownefs ‘r 
of foul fhould exift, as to be envious at the fuccefs of ano- — 
ther. Wherever te dawnings of induftry and fuperiority of 4 
medical knowledge appear, they fhould be cherifhed, proteét~ ~ 
ed, and brought forward, to benefit fociety. In this happy © 
country of liberty, phyficians are upon a more equal rank . 
real abilities, and fuccefsful pra€tice, will always procure 
friends and prote€tors, which no profeffional envy can crufh; — 
nor can court ediéts be obtained to banifh ufeful phyficians from — 
ferving mankind in the manner moft agreeable to their fkil cq 
and inclinations.. The royal college of phyficians in London — 
alone have the power of interdi€ting improper perfons from 
practifing within feven miles of this metropolis; but it is ho-” 
ped the cenfors of that learned body never have, nor wi i 
exercife fuch power, from perfonal pique, or envious motives x 
but on the liberal principles of the fa/us populf, in the fup- 
preffion of quacks and impoftors; for which purpofe char } 
ter were granted, and extraoxdinary powers delegated. 


Ss 
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jets of perfecution are thofe, commonly, wha 
excel in mental ; or who acquire great reputa- 
tion from real merit, liberality, and probity. 

The remedies againft malevolence are patieat 
forbearance, perfeverance in rectitude, fore- 
fight of future mifchief, and a manly oppofi- 
tion to its wily {nares, and low-cunning inven 


tions. Integrity, difcernment, and refolution 
are terrors to the proud, mifchievous, or de- 


figning, and formidable fhields againft artifice; 
- diffimulation, or unjuft perfecution. 


Where an exquifite fenfibility pervades the 
human frame, without a mafculine habit of 
body and mind; long-continued vexation has 
been productive of infane grief, melancholy, 
and fuicide. 7 

The confcioufuefs of immorality has caufed 
defpondency,' defperation, and, laftly, infanity 
or fuicide. 

Jnjuftice, cruelty, or murder have tortured 
the perpetrators and actors with the moft pun- 
gent mental torments. The paths of ftrict juf- 
tice are ftraight and happy; thofe of injuftice, 


low cunning, and deception, full of dangers, 


difgrace, or mazed perplexities. True wif- 
dom always purfues the former; left-handed 


_wifdom, with various degrees of artifice, the 


latter. The recollection of barbarity or injuf- 


fice, though it may have antwered a temporary 


U 2 inte. 


. 
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interefted purpofe, has ftung the parties afters 
wards with remorfe, horror, defpair, melan- 


-choly; they have been haunted with a thou- , 
fand hideous imaginary fpectres. Medicine fel- 
dom avails here, when the guilty mind, prey- 
ing on its own depravity, has become infane. 
Change of fituation, reparation of injuries, % 
the converfation of friends, and'attempts to di- 
rect the mind from its melancholy preffure, are 
the chief aids under fuch miferable circumftances, | 


The heart fuddenly dilated by over joy, has 
produced madnefs ; therefore good intelligence 
-fhould be delivered with prudence and circum- 
fpection. ‘ 


Diftentions of veffels, which include various 
madnefs, are of two {pecies. 


1. Veffels are over dilated, by an increafed 
force of the heart and arteries, with too flow a 
movement of blood in the veins: the effect of 
mental perturbation, acting powerfully on the Py 
Heart in robuft fubjects, whofe mufcular pow- Pi 
ers are ftrong, and cohering particles firm, ig 
joined with plethora, and vifcidity of the blood. 

11. Veffels can be over diftended, and con- ip 
tinue fo, from relaxation of their coats. The e 
heart may be fufficiently powerful, with /7- Ek 

muli of degenerated acrid blood, to force ta- ty 
pidly the irritating blood into the aorta, and ~ 


d 
this veflel into the atteries. The fibres of ar . 
terial 


a 
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Bs 

terial coats, or the cohering particles forming 
mufcular fibres of arteries, may be lefs firm, 
joined with irritability of the nervous powers, 


and, therefore, eafier excited to action. 


/ 


The mufcular powers of the heart are often 
very lax and debilitated; the fibres compofing 
_ this organ may be more irritable in proportion 
to the nervous irritability of other parts; or, 
the heart being over excited by a fharp, debili- 
tated, lax texture of the blood, its contractions 
and dilatations become rapid, though feebler, - 
‘Thefe caufes conjointly produce the quick, — 
low pulfe in hectic and other low fevers, occa- 
fion little heats or flufhings, univerfal or par-. 
tial, by awapider, though in general a weaker 
arterial action. The acrid blood having a fti- 
mulating quality fimilar to artificial flimuli, may 
act “moft powerfully in parts, which have al- 
teady fuffered diftention, and accuftomed to an 
inordinate excitement to action. Parts that 
have been once convulfed, on flight occafions, 
are reconvulfed. Veffels once excited to a 
quicker action, which may be called a con- 
-yvulfed motion of their mufcular coats or muf- 
cles, from equivalent caufes are eafily irri- 
tated to repeat increafed action. This is illuf- 
trated by any flight colds producing in various 
perfons their accuftomed, though different ef- 
fects; as to the pleuritic, a pain in the fide; 
a U3 to 
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to the gouty or rheumatic, the gout and rheu- 
matifm ; to others, inflammations of the eyes, 


_ pains of the head, teeth, cough, inteftinal com- — 


: plaints, é&c. &c. 


The veffels of the beats es imaiael al- 
—geady fuffered diftention with phlogifticated or 
dephlogifticated air, blood, or acrid fluids ; the 
membranes and veffels may be re-irritated by 
yilcid, or too lax a blood, acrimonies, &c. 


It has been already obferved, that the arte-— 


rial coats of the arteries in the brain, are much 


thinner and weaker, than in any other part of & 


the body. 


The firft fpecies may be called tontcal ‘ifr ‘ 


ion, the fecond atonical diflention. A great va- 


riety of difeafes may be more accurately con-— 


fidered under thefe two diftinctions, 


The former comprehends all the degrees of © | 


the true inflammatory diathefis, in which the 


blood is vifcider and of a firmer texture than 
ufual, with ftronger mufcular action ; the lat-_ 


ter, atonia, debility, relaxation of the nervous 


fyftem, &c.; in which the coherence of the — 
blood and its texture are in various degrees — 
Jaxer than ufual, and the mufcular powerg — 


weaker, though more irritable. 


The sonical diffention is moft common to the © 
florid, robuft, and vigorous ; the afonical dif- ~ 
tentiog © 
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tention to the pallid, debilitated, and relaxed: 
one arifes from the mufcular powers acting 
ftrongly on the blood; the other, from, the 
force, quantity, and preflure of acrimonious 
fluids, againft the fides of over irritable vef- 
fels, deprived of fufficient ftrength to make 
the proper refiftance. 


The examples of both may be illuftrated, by 
confidering the diftention of the veffels, in the 
conjunctiva during the ophthalmia. 


In both the continual, or intermittent in- 
flammation of the eyes, the veflels are preter- 
naturally diftended with red blood; yet the for- 
mer requires bleedings, evacuations, and anti- 
phlogiftics; the latter, dark and touics: the 
firft is-a tonical diftention, the fecond an atonical 
diftention; in both cafes the veffels are dilated, 
but evidently from oppofite caufes. 


Another illuftration may be drawn from the 
differences between the true inflammatory tu- 
mors of fanguine temperaments, and the tu- 
mors in the avafarca. In the firft, the cellulous 
cavities of the ¢ela cellulofa are filled with red’ 
inflammatory blood, forced into the cells by 
the mouths of arteries accompanied with red- 
nefs, pain, heat; in the fecond, the cellulous 
_ cavities are filled with cold ferum, with almoft.a 
tranfparent pallidity of the parts, not accompa- 

ine oe nied, 
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nied either by heat, rednefs, or pain. Nothing 


can be more contrary than thefe two caufes 


giving rife to tumors; yet nothing would be 
more dangerous than to bleed plentifully’ in 
the dropfy, and prefcribe antiphlogiftics ; or 
to invigorate the over-acting fy{ftem by tonics, 
bark, ftee!, &c. in the inflammatory diathefs. 


What cures the former, would do mifchief 
in the latter. From vifible and evident caufes, 
effeéts, and the remedies which remove them, 
'may inferences be drawn highly conducive to 
the cure of the difeafed membranes, vafcular 
ftructure of the brain, and all other membra- 
nous, or vafcular parts. 


It is evident, that zonical or afonical inflam: 
mation of the eyes produce fimilar appearan- 
ces and acute pains; yet practitioners, from a 
want of this knowledge, have frequently failed 
in treating the ophthalmia. Let thefe doc- 
trines be applied to the florid and robuft, or 
the pallid and weakened habits, and medical 
fuccefs will be more certain *, 

In raving or other f{pecies of madnefs, attend- 
ed with tonical diftention, the cure fhould con- 
fift, in repeated venzfection of the frontal, oc- 
cipital, nafal, temporal, angular veins, or in- 
deed the external jugulars, or in the arm, if 


* See treatife on Difeafes of the Eyes, &c. 
I punc- 
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punctures about the face fhould be objection- 
able. 

The quantity of blood in the whole body 
requires reduction, to a confiderable degree. - 


Draftic, evacuating cathartics of jalap, nitre, 
and cremor tartar, or any other effectual purge 
repeatedly prefcribed, gteatly affift in leffen- 
ing the quantity of fluids. 

Extreme dry diet: inanition of veffels, or of 
the cellulous cavities of the tela cellulofa, can- 
not long continue, unlefs great eircum{pection 
be obferved in the quantity of liquids, which 

the infane ule, | 

Two ounces of tea, coffee, or milk will be 
fufficient for breakfaft, with three ounces of 
bread, and a fmall portion of butter, | 


At dinner, light food will be advantageous, 
with not above four ounces of liquid, whether 
table beer or water, and the fame weight of 
bread. 


Vegetables fhould be fparingly eaten, as 
they are apt to create flatulencies. It has been 
already mentioned, that flatus in the cefopha- 
gus, ftomach, or inteftines, may obftruct the 
return of blood, or irritate the brain, &c. 

As fubftitutes for drink, tamarinds, roafted 
apples, or any fruits in feafon, are proper;_if 
they fhould not create too much flatulency. 

If 


€ 
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If the infane perfon has been indulged with 
tea in the afternoon, not above two ounces of 
that liquor fhould be drank. 


_ For fupper; if any be eaten, a roafted apple. 
and a little bread, with four ounces of the ac- 
~ euftomed drink, will be fufficient, which may 

be water, or cold tea. ; 


Thefe remedies and regimen have performed 
feveral extraordinary cures in the true inflam- 
mation, diftended vefiels of the eyes, and other 
inflammations : from analogy, great advantages 
may be expected in maniacal affections; where- 
‘in the veffels of the brain fuffer from tonical 
diftention. 


The medicines moft proper to act uniformly 
with fuch a regimen, are antiphlogiftics; ni- 
tre, camphor, neutral or alcaline falts, as the 


fal fod, fal tartari, fal polychreftus, &c., an- 


timonial diaphoretics, and laxatives. 


In a few recent maniacal affections, with to- 
nical diftention, 1 have fuccefsfully prefcribed 


the following, or fomething fimilar. 


No, 93. K. Camphor,. gr. x. ad Dj. 
Amyegd. decort. No. vj. 
Sacch. alb. gr. xv. tere fimul, deinde adde 
gradatim Aq. pur. 31). 
Sal. nitr. 3fs. F. hauftus, quarta vel fexta 
quaque hora fumendus. 


To 
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To keep the inteftines conftantly in a lax ftate 3. 

No. 94. R. Elect. lenitiv. Ziij. 


Pulv. crem. tart. 2{s, 

—— jalap. 4 33). 

Syr. fimp. q.s. 

F, elect. cujus capiat QN. IM. bis vel ter de 

die, 

The decoftum nitrofum may accompany the an- 
tecedent regimen and medicines, pro potw-or- 
dinario, but not to much exceed the quanti- 
ties prefcribed. 


Thefe, or fimilar plans, continued many 
months, would moft probably cure madnefs, 
when principally eee from jfonical diften- 
tion. 


The evacuating plentifully the fluids of the 
body, miuft certainly alo empty the veflels of 
the brain. 


The emptinefs of veffels being continued for 
many months, or perhaps a year or two, by 
the dry antipblogiftiic regimen, may permit the 
coats of the veflels to recover their former fize; 
from the canals being continually emptier, 
and contracting and accommodating themfelves 
to the force and qu antity of the irritating 
fluids. 


Nitre and camphor ating chiefly as fedatives, 
whofe excellent qualities I have experienced 
near thirty years in the phrenitis, and delirium 

In. 
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in inflammatory fevers, &c. are very proper to 
diminifh arterial ation, or by acting as anti- 
-{pafmodics, on the nervous fyftem diftracted by 
tonical diftention. 

Laxatives conftantly taken, ftrike at the very 
root of repletion, by not fuffering the lacteal 
fyftem to abforb much of what enters the fto- 
mach or inteftines. | 

Profufe {fweating is, likewife, amongft the 
evacuants of fuperabundant fluids. : 


If a diaphorefis fhould be thought neceflary, 
one or two drams of the /olutio antimonialis may 
be added to the draughts, fo as never to excite — 
vomiting. 

SoLUTIO ANTIMONIALIS. 
Wo. 9s. R. Tart. emet. gr. j- folve terendo in 
' Aq. pur. 3j- 

In certain cafes, wherein drink cannot be 
difpenfed with, water acidulated with vinegar, 
with or without nitre, will be beneficial; as it 
is cooling, and diminifbes lafeal abforption. 


Large dofes of vinegar without any other 
remedy have cured the mania *. Vinegar acts 


* Bergius M.M. vegetabil. p. 164. De aceti vini egregiie 
virtutibus medicis bene differuit Jof. Benvenuti in Noy. Act. 
Ac. NIC? vol. 11: p- 1325 feq. 

De felici effeétu aceti in mania larga dof propinati, obfer- 


yasiones pulchras edidit, Locher in Obf. Pract. p. 68. 
as 
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as a diaphoretic and refrigerant in many fe- 
vers; it diminifhes nutrition by contracting 
the lacteal abforbent veffels, and perhaps would 
be very efficacious with water, as a drink for 


‘the infane, whofe ftate of ftomach or inteftines 


do not contra-indicate the ufe of vegetable 
acid. . 

The cure, then, of infanity arifing from, or 
accompanied with fonical diftention of veflels, 
depends on depletion, the preventing repletion 
with the ufe of antiphlogiftic regimen, and 
remedies. 

The cure of infanity with atonical diftention, 
pallor of countenance, or fallownefs, debility 
in the moving mufcular powers, or a depraved 
ftate of the blood, and, ef courfe, all other hu- 
man fluids, will be comprehended from its 
oppofition to the former fpecies. 


The natural ftate of the, patient’s conftitu- 
tion fhould be confidered, before the infanity’ 
commenced; to difcover, whether the appear- 
ances of pallor, fallownefs, or depraved blood 
pre-exifted: if they did, with fo much the 
more difficulty can the conftitutional deprava- 
tions be changed, either by diet. or medicine. 


The mania or melancholy appear both in 
the tonical and atonical diftention, and fometimes 
are complicated, as far as I have been able to 
colleét from thofe converfant in maniacal affec- 

t1ONs. 
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tions. The modes of cure muft be complex, 
if diforders originate in compound caufes. 


In the atonical diftention of veffels, after pro- 
per evacuants of the cathartic kind, tonics of 


bark, elixir of vitriol, cold bathing, and exer- 
cife, fhould be prefcribed. 


The diet may be equally of the dry kind, 


as in the fonical difention, but more nutritious, 
in order not only to change the lax texture 
of the fluids, but likewife to give more firm- 


nefs to the folids. The blood being diminifhed, 


and the folids firmer; the diftended veffels will 
gradually contract, and, in time, refift the 
milder impulfe of healthier fluids. 


The feafons of the year and climate fhould. 


be adverted to; for when the air is cold and 


humid, lefs drink is to be permitted, than in - 


dry and fultry weather. 


The excretions are likewife not to be neg- 
leéted ; for when they be copious, more drink 
is to be allowed, than when perfpiration, urine, 
or feces be long retained, or evacuated in {mall 
quantities: but thefe circumftances are to be 
afcertained by the portion of the foods daily 
received. 


It appears rational, in either fpecies of mad- 
nefs, that in proportion to the force of the in- 
fanity, and length of time it has. continued, 
a longer fpace of time is proportionably re- 

quired 
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quired for its removal. Veffels once dif- 
tended, in fome conftitutions, may require 
months, or years perfeverance in the moft ra- 


tional plans, to obtain a cure, and defend the 
patient from a relapfe * 


Acrimony, joined with diftention of veffels, 
may be of various fpecies, and may greatly 


augment, or continue the effects on the brain 
in madnefs. | 


The acrimony moft prevailing, whether in- 
flammatory, in which a greater quantity of co- 
agulable lymph, or in any debility, in which a 
le{s portion of coagulable lymph, but a creater 
of ferum, abound, fhould be confidered, 


* An officer, a moft worthy man, who was in his Majef~ 
ty’s fervice with me in the French and Spanith war of 1764 
to 1763, was apt to drink a cheerful glafs, which alw ays ren- 
dered him raving mad and extremely troublefome to his bro« 
ther officers: the delirium la@ed two or three days; but I 
always cured him by acetum and water, bleeding, &c. He 
committed a rafh aétion in one of thefe fits, which, when 
fober, made him determine never to drink any thing but was 
ger: this fudden change of diet foon produced anafarcous 
{wellings, but by chalybeates and a dry diet he was cured, It 
is now a period of a5 years or more fince he commenced his 
water-drinking plan, which he has confiantly continued withe 
out any return of madnefs, but apprehends, that fpirituous 
liquors would foon produce a relapfe. This great change of 
diet, though falutary to this individual patient, might be in~ 
jurious, or fatal to many othe: ‘Se 


The 
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The former requires evacuants, antiphlogif- 
tics, refolvers of the. coagulable lymph, fuch 
as diluted alkaline falts, whether foffile or ve- 
getable, as the fal fode, or fal tartari, and fimi- 
lar remedies; the latter tonics. 


The fcrophulous, venereal, gouty, or rbeuma-— 
tic acrimony is to be removed by antivenereal, 
and metallic alteratives ; amongtt which, hy- 
drargyrus and antimony joined, claim the pre- 
ference as moft fafe and.effectual. They may 
be repeatedly given, if well prepared, in fmall 
- dofes, after my manner, without difturbing 
the moft delicate conftitution. Prefcriptions of 
this nature will be found in the prior part of 
the treatife, as correctors of chronical acri- 
mony, and caufe-removing remedies. 

The pineal gland has been found morbid, 
withered, indurated, and dry, in ideots ; but as 
the abforbent lymphatic fyftem is not difcover- 
able in the brain, it is doubted, whether this 
affeGtion could produce madnefs. 


The gouty, rheumatic, fcorbutic, or any 
other prevailing acrimony, fhould be treated 
according to circumftances. In all which cafes, 
the blood muft undergo a thorough change, of 
no fuccefs need be expetted. ; 

Accumulations of ferum, ot coagulations in 
the brain, being amongft the caufes of infanity, 

their: 
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their removal, if poffible, fhould be effected : 
thefe congeftions feldom happen, until the dif- 
order has ravaged many years. 


In conjunétion with the methods, already re- 
commended, in tonical or atonical diftention, pro- 
fufe {weating, without much drinking, will be 
ufeful. 


The vapor baths; or antimonial folution, fo 
as not to vomit, or vinegar whey, or vinegar 
and water, or any other certain diaphoretic, 
continued many days, feem moft likely to > 
diflodge and evacuate the accumulated, or of- 
fending matter. 

If thefe fhould prove unfuccefsful, then a 
long-continued mineral alterative courfe gives 


the beft, though doubtful, profpects of relief. 


Blifters to the head, neck, and back may be 
prefcribed, cupping, iffues, or fetons. 

The coagulated ferum in the interftices of the 
brain appear, moft likely, to be removed by 
a long perfeverance in the more powerful me- 
tallic alteratives, nitre, and camphor*. This 
I mention from analogous reafoning. Glan- 
dular tumors, many accumulations and ob- 
{tructions have been difcuffed in other parts by 


* See treatife on the new modes of adminiftering altera- 
tives, their modes of operating, powers, and various prepara- 


tions in chronic difeafes, king’s evil, fcirrhus, cancers, ulcers, 


~ and all depravities of the blood. 


x thefe 
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thefe means, and it is sce to conclude, 


that the brain itfelf and membranes fuffering 


from fuch caufes, may be relieved by fimilar 4 


remedies, given in the new manner *. 


Exoftofes prefing on the brain, or in the 
longitudinal finus, &c. are incurable; fuppo- 
fing they were difcoverable, unlefs their exact 
fituations were known, and the trepan could 
be with fafety performed, which hazardous 
operation is not applicable, to the finufes. 


Preternatural drynefs, or palfy of the veflels 


of the brain, which moft commonly happen in 


the laft ftages of infanity, might be treated — 


with diaphoretics, ftimulants, or metallic altera- 
tives long repeated; though little or no fuc- 
cefs can be expected. In difficult cafes, how- 
ever, it is more humane to try fome probable 
remedy, rather than totally defert the patient ; 
efpecially where no mifchief can accrue from 
the attempt. | 


Indurations of the brain indicate a fimilar — 


prognoftic, and attempts to cure with the for- 
mer. 


The four laft caufes, namely, accumulations a 


or coagulum of ferum, bony concretions, pre- 


_ * Several new modes of preparing, and adminiftering mi- 
neral alteratives, I have invented ; which will be communica- 
ted in a {mall treatife on thofe Auge Cts in addition to thofe 
already publifhed. 


ternatural ~ 
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ternatural drynefs, or induration of the brain, 
are not difcoverable during life. Diffections 
after death have fhewn their exiftence; therefore, 
to prevent them in life by the antecedent reme- 
dies, is, perhaps, the moft that medicine, how- 
ever fkilfully applied, can attempt. 

Florid complexions with mania, and ftrong 
mufculat powers; or where the brain acts with 
great energy and violence, require powerful | 


evacuants and relaxants. 


The pale, melancholic, and debilitated, tonics, 
eold bathing, &c.*. 


The acrimonious, alteratives of the mineral 


‘elafs, &c. 


Opium, a noble remedy in many difeafes, has 
been recommended in maniacal affections; to 
the ufe of which are the following objections : 


1. It cannot cure madnefs, nay it is known 
often to increafe the paroxy{ms of furor. 


2. Suppofing it would allay irritation by dimi- 
nifhing the nervous influence and arterial a€tion, 
yet thefe effects would be diametrically oppo- 


* I lately cured a young lady of a melancholic fpecies of 
-madnefs, by two grains of the pulvis alterans ina pill, three 
times a day, and large dofes of nitre and camphor. The 


pulvis alterans is wathed calomel, which has been 12 times 


fublimed, or fix times fublimed, if the former be not procu-..- © 


_ table, and fulph, aurat. ant. p. @. rubled together for 10 or 
t2 hours. 


X 2 fite 


fire to every rational attempt to remove the — 
caufes of the difeafe ; for if madnefs be princi- 
pally caufed by fluids over-diftending veffels, 
and a tardier circulation through the veins; of 
from aceumulations or ftagnations in the brain. 
Opium, by its fedative properties, would be — 
more likely to Ax the diforder in thofe parts, 
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than remove it. 

3. In perturbations of mind, amongft the 
nervous and eafily irritable, opium produces — 
wanderings of the fancy, delirium, and dif- 
tracted. pains of the head, fimilar to {trong in= 
toxicating liquors. Hf its fedative powers act om 
the nervous fyftem, this checks the circulating’ 
arterial pulfations, by leffening the irritability © 
ef the heart, and mufcular fibres of arteries, § 
rendering their action flower ; hence a greater 
quantity of blood may be collected and retained 
in the brain; which countera¢ting, as in madnefs, 
the nérvous animal principle, is productive © 
of phrenzy, delirium, &c. in proportiow as 
the party who takes opium is nervous, and irri- : 
table in mind and body. 

4. It‘occafions ceftivenefs, which in madnefs 
fhouid always be prevented ; there are likewife © 
many other objections, not neceflary to be re- ~ 
cited on the prefent occafion. 
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pore; whofe effects are never permanent, but 
by arepetition and increafe of its dofe; incurable 
cafes excepted, it is excluded in the treatment of 
madnefs, as-contrary to the cure recommended. 


This is not intended merely to palliate at 
the expence of future mifchief; but to eradi- 
cate, if poffible, the very caufes of that me- 
Jancholy diferder. 

If allayers of irritation be thought necef- 
fary, camphor and valerian are moft proper 
for the fonical diftention ; and the fetid gums, 
as afjafeetida, myrrh, fagapenum, olibanum, 
&c. in atonical difention; which muft be left 
to the fkill and judgment. of the prefcriber. 

Thus have been explained, and communica- 
ted many new de¢trines concerning madnefs, 
its caufes, and cure. The data or fa&s on which 
thefe principles have been conftructed, are ana- 
tomical inquiries, the meft certain of all, and 
inductive reafonings from the morbid appear- 
auces of parts, conftituting many new lights 
on infanity. Several metheds of cure, hither- 
to unattempted, are drawn from the fore- 
going reafonings, and above thirty years con- 
ftant and extenfive experience and refleGion, on 
the powers of medicine in every branch of the 
art. 

If the curative modes recommended fhould, 
as they muft, in feveral] inftances fail; yet the 

K 3 caufes 
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caufes of this failure, from contemplating what 
is here advanced, will be better underftood, 
than heretofore. The next ufeful knowledge 
to curing difeafes, 1s, to comprehend, and give 
the reafons, why cures fhould not be expected. 
This is the diftinguifhine mark of real medical 
learning, contrafted to rafh boafting, and delu- 
five empiricifm., 

One of the moft ancient and moft curious 
anecdotes concerning madnels is amongft the : 
works of Hippocrates, who was called by the 
Abderites to come to Abdera to cure Demo- 
‘critus of infanity. The embaffy and epiftles 
on this famous occafion demonftrate the origin 
of the doctrine of madnefs, as arifing from dlack 
bile or melancholy, which opinion prevailed for 
above 2000 ycars. 


The moft confiderable circumftance concern- 
ing Democritus is, the diffection of animals, © 
to difcover the caufe of madnefs, His coun- 
trymen, obferving him to purfue thefe kind of 
ftudies, which were very extraordinary in thofe 
‘ages; retiring and living in fepulchres ; enga- 
ged in the deepeft contemplation; they con- 
cluded, he was ina ftate of melancholy mad- 
nefs. ‘This is no uncommon compliment to all — 
men of extraordinary genius, or who poflefsan 
elevation of fentiment above the generality of _ 
cotemporaries.—Democritus continually laugh- | 
ing, on all occafions, whether ferious or "a & 
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ful, confirmed their fufpicions. For this rea-_ 
fon, they fent Amelefagoras, one of their chief 
citizens, to Hippocrates, that moft eminent 


-phyfician at Cos, with the fubfequent epif- 


tle. 


“ The Seaate.and People of Abdera to dippocrates. 
Health. 


“* Our city, Hippocrates, is in very great dan- 
ger, together with that perfon, who, we hoped, 
would ever have been its greateft ornament. 
But now, (O ye gods!) it is much feared, 
that we fhall only be capable of envying others, 
fince he, who through extraordinary ftudy 
and learning, elevated the city, is fallen fick: 
fo that it is much apprehended, if Demo- 
critus become mad, our city Abdera will be 
defolate : for, wholly forgetting himfelf, watch- 
ing day and night, laughing at all things, 
fmall: and ereat, and efteeming them as no- 
thing ; he occupies, after this manner, his whole 
life. One marries a wife; another trades; an- 
other pleads; another txecutes the office of 
magiftrate ; goes on an embafly ; is chofen of- 
ficer by the people; is reje€ted; falls fick; is 
wounded ; dies: he laughs at all thefe: on be- 


‘holding eee to appear difcontented ; others 


pleafed. He likewife inquires, what is done in 
the infernal regions, writes his contemplations, 
and afirms the air to be full of images; that 

X 4 he 
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he underftands the language of birds, and of- 
ten, rifing in the night, fings to himfelf; and 
fays, that he fometimes travels into the inft- 
nity of things; and afferts that there be innu- 
merable Democritus’s like him. ‘Thus, toge- 
ther by the exercife of his mind, he deftroys 
his body. Thefe are the things we fear, Hip- 
pocrates ! thefe are thofe which deeply afflict 
us. Come quickly, therefore, and preferve us 
by your advice. Defpife us not; for we are 
not inconfiderable ; and if you reftore him, 
you fhall not fail, either of money, or fame. 
Though you may prefer learning before wealth, 
yet accept of the latter, which fhall be pre- 
fented to you in great abundance. 


To reftore Democritus to health, if our city 
were all gold, we would give it. We think our 
laws, Hippocrates, are fick, Come then, thou 
beft of men, and cure a moft excellent perfon. 
Thou wilt not come as a phyfician, but as the 
founder of all Ionia, to encompafs us with a fa- 
cred wal]. Thou wilt not cure aman, buta city, 
a languifhing fenate ; and prevent its diffolu- 
tion: thus becoming our law-giver, judge, 

magiftrate, and preferver, To this purpoie we 
-expeét thee, Hippocrates; all thefe, if you 
come, you will be to us. It is not a fingle 
obfcure city, but all Greece, which implores 
thee to preferve this body of wifdom. Ima- 
gine that learning herfelf comes on this em- 
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“bafly to thee, begging that thou wilt free her 
from this danger. Wifdom is certainly allied 
to every one; but efpecially to us who live fo 
near her. Know for certain, that future ages 
will acknowledge themfelves obliged to thee, if 
thou defert not Democritus, for he is capable of 
communicating the truth to all mankind. Thou 
art allied to Adiculapius by thy family, and by 
thy profeffion. He is defcended from the bro- 
ther of Hercules, from whom came Abderus, 
whofe name, as you have heard, our city 
bears; wherefore, even to him, will the cure 
of Democritus be acceptable. Since therefore, 
Hippocrates, you fee,a whole people, and a 
moft excellent perfon, falling into madnefs, 
haften, we befeech you, to us. It is ftrange, 
that the exuberance of good fhould become a 
difeafe. Democritus, by how much he ex- 
celled others in acutenefs of wifdom, is now 
in fo much the more danger of being mad, 
whilft the common, unlearned people of Ab- 
dera enjoy their fenfes as formerly; and even 
they, who before were efteemed very foolith, 
are now moft capable to difcern the indifpofi- 
tion of the wifeft perfon. Come, therefore, 
and bring along with you 4/culapius, and 
Epione, the daughter of Hercules, and her 
children, who went in the expedition, againft 
Troy: bring with you the receipts and reme- 
dies againft ficknefs, The earth plentifuily 

affords 
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affords fruits, roots, herbs, and flowers to cure 
madnefs, and never more happily than now, 
for the recovery of Democritus. Farewell. 


Hippocrates returned this anfwer: 


Hippocrates to the Senate of Abdera. Health. 


Your countryman Amelefagoras arrived at 
Cos that day on which was celebrated the Af- 
fumption of the rod, which, as you know, is 
an annual affembly and folemn feaft amongft 
us, held at a cyprefs tree, which is carried by 
‘thofe particularly confecrated to the god. But 
finding by the words and countenance of Ame- 
lefagoras, that your bufinefs required much 
hafte, I read your letter, and much wondered 
to find your city no lefs troubled for one man, 
than if the whole city were but one man. 
Happy indeed are the people, who know that 
wife men are their defence; not walls and bul- 
warks, but the found judgment of wife per- 
fons. I conceive the arts are the difpenfations 
of the gods, men the works of nature; and 
be not angry, ye men of Abdera, if I con- 
ceive, that it is not you, but nature itfelf, 
which calls me to preferve her work, which is 
in fuch imminent danger of falling. 

Wherefore, obeying that which is the invi- 
tation of nature and of the gods, rather than 
yours, I fhall make hafte to cure the ficknefs of 

Demo- 
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Democritus, if it be a ficknefs; and not, as 
I hope, an error in you. It would be yet 
a greater teftimony of your good will, if you 
were troubled only on fufpicion. Neither na- 
ture nor the gods have promifed me any thing 
for my coming; and therefore, men of Ab. 
dera, do not you force any thing upon me; 
but fuffer the works of a Iideral art to be free. 
They who take rewards, compel fciences to 
fervitude, and make them flaves, depriving 
. them of their freedom. Befides, it is pofible, 
that fuch may diffemble in a great difeafe, and 
. deny ina little; and when they have promifed, 
aot come, and come, when they are not fent for, 
Miferable indeed is human life; for that the 
infatiate defire of wealth continually invades it, 
as a winter wind! I wifh that all phyficians 
would join together to cure it of this difeafe, 
which is worfe than madnefs ; notwithftanding 
it is thought happy, but is indeed a peftilen- 
tial ficknefs, All diftempers of the mind are, 
as | conceive, high madnefs; for they excite, 
in the reafon, ftrange opinions and tancies ; 
which reafon muft be purified, and cured by 
virtue. As for me, if I at all made it my de- 
fign to be rich, I would not, ye men of Ab. 
dera, come to you for ten talents; but would 
rather have gone to the great king of Perfia, 
where there are vaft cities full of all kind of 
wealth: there I would have practifed phyfic ; 


but 
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but I refufed to cure a nation which are ene- 
mies to Greece ; and to the beft of my power 
have myfelf oppofed the barbarians, I thought 
it a difhonor to accept the wealth of a king, 
foe to our country, by which means I might 
become a deftroyer of Greece. To get wealth, 
by all means, is not to be rich; the principles of 
virtue are facred and juft. Do you not think 
it an equal offence to cure our enemies, as to 
take money for the cure of our friends ? But 
this is not my cuftom. I raife no wealth out 
of ficknefs; nor did I with, when I heard De- 
mocritus was mad, that it might prove fo in 
reality : if he fhould be well, he isa friend ; if 
he happen to be cured of his ficknefs, more 4 
friend. I underftand that Democritus 1s a per- 
fon of firm and fettled parts, the ornament of 
your city*. 

It is faid that Hippocrates, in order to per- 
form this voyage, fent to his friend Dionyfius 
to take care of his family in his abfence ;‘ to 
Damagetus, that he would provide a fhip; 


* Artaxerxes offered an hundred talents to Hippocrates to 
come into Afia, and cure a peftilence, which defolated the 
provinces and army. The fum, infilver talents, is fuppofed 
to be 35,0001. in gold about 400,0001. This fhews the great 
riches of the Afjatics, and the patriotic virtue of that noble 
Greek to refit the temptation; though the ifland was threa- 
tened with a dangerous war. Men have been lefs {crupulous 
jn our refined times: whenever they have an opportunity of 


acquiring immenfe wealth, per fas vel nefas. 
to 
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to Cratevas, that he would furnifh him with 
medicamentss 


How Hippocrates was received the next day 
at Abdera, he gives the following defcription 
to his friend Damagetus. 


Jo Damagetus. Health. 


It was as I conjectured, Damagetus; Demo- 
critus is not mad; but is extraordinary wife ; 
and hath. taught us wifdom ; and with us, all 
men. I have fent back, with many thanks, the 
Je{culapian fhip, on the prow whereof, to the 
picture of the fun, may be added health ; for 
we made a quick voyage, and arrived the 
fame day, that I had fent word, I could be at 
Abdera. I found all the people flocking toge- 
ther at the gate, in expectation, as it ap- 
peared, of our coming; not only men, but wo- 
men, the old and the young, and by Jove, the 
very children; fo much were they affected at 
the madnefs of Democritus, who at that time 
was ferioufly employed in philofophy. When 
they perceived me, they feemed, a little, to be, 
comforted, and to have fome hope. Philopcemen 
offered to conduct me to my lodging, as all 
of them likewife defired; but I told them, 
Men of Abdera, I will do nothing before I 
have feen Democritus; which, they no foonér 
heard, than they applauded, rejoiced, and 

broughr 
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brought me immediately along the forum ; 
fome following, others running before, cfying: 
out, Great king, Jupiter, help; heal! I advifed 
them to be comforted; for that it being the 
feafon of the Etefian winds, I was confident, 
there was not any ficknefs that would continue 
long: and, in faying this, on I preceeded. The 
houfe was not far, nor indeed the city; we 
went to it, being near the city walls, whither 
they conducted me quietly. Behind the tower 
there was a high hill, very full of ta!l poplars ; 
‘from whence we beheld. the habitation of De- 
mocritus. Democritus himfelf fat under a 
fhady, but low plane tree; in a thick grove 
all alone, fqualid, upon a feat of ftone, wan 
and lean, with a long beard. At his right 
hand, a little brook ran down the hill; upon 
which was a temple confecrated, as it fhould 
feem, to the mufes, encompaffed with vines, 
which grew there fpontaneoufly. He fat very 
compoled, having a book on his knees, and 
round about him lay other books ; with the bo- 
dies of many animals diffected. Sometimes he 
wrote haftily ; fometimes paufed, feeming to 
confider things within himfelf. . Soon after he’ 
arofe and walked, and intently examined 
the diffected creatures; then laid them down 
again, and returned to his feat. The Abde- 
rites, ftanding about me, and hardly refraining 
from tears, faid, You fee, Hippocrates, the 
| ; life 


: 
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life of Democritus, how mad he is; he knows 
neither what he would have, nor what he 
does. One of them, who would have given 
me a farther defcription of his madnefs, on a 


~ fudden fell a fobbing, and howled Irke a wo- 


man at the death of her fon, and then began 
to lament like a traveller robbed of his goods ; 
which Democritus hearing, fometimes {miled, 
fometimes laughed, not writing any longer, but 
fhaking his head. Men of. Abdera (faid 1) re- 
main here, while I approach nearer; that, by 
hearing him fpeak, and obferving his confiitu- 
tion, 1 may judge clearly of the diftem- 
per: in fo faying, I went gently down; the 
place was very ftcep, fo that I could hardly 
keep myfelf from falling. When I came 


_near, it happened, that he was writing foime- 


ee 


thing, in a rapture, earneftly; whereupon I 
halted, waiting till he fhould give over. It was 


not long before this occurred; and, perceiving 


me advance towards him, faid, Hail, ftranger! 
I anfwered, Hail alfo, Democritus, the wifeft . 
of men! He, as I imagine, a little concerned, 
that he had not faluted me by name, replied, 
What may I call you? for my ignoranée of 
your name is the reafon that I ftyled you ftran- 
ger. My name, faidI, is Hippocrates, the phy- 
fician. You are, faid he, the glory of the 
JE{culapians, the fame of whofe worth, and 
knowledge in phyfic, is arrived as far as me, 

. | What 
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What bufinefs has brought you hither? but — 


_firft fit down. This feat, you fee, is pleafant, 


green, and foft; better than high thrones, 
which are fubject to the envy of fortune,— 
When I was feated; is it a public or private 

bufinefs, faith he, which brought you here? — 


tell me freely, and we fhall, to our utmoft power, 


affift you. Tanfwered, It is on your account, that 


I came hither, to be acquainted with you, a Bi 


wife perfon, the occafion being afforded me by @ 
an embaffy from your country. He replied, 
Then Jet my houfe entertain you. Having 
thus made trial of him feveral ways, and not 
perceiving any thing like infanity ; You know, 


faid I, Philopcemen, one of this town? Ex- — 
ceeding weli, anfwered he, you mean the 7 


fon of Damon: he lives near the Hermzan 
fountain. he fame, replied I; he has been an 
old acquaintance, and kindly received me for his 
eueft. But you, Democritus, I intreat to af- 
ford me a better entertainment; and, firft tell 
mie, what it is, that you are writing. He, after 
a little paufe, anfwered, concerning madue/s. 
Good Jupiter, faid I, you write feafonably’ 
againft the city! What city, Hippocrates? an- 
{wered he. I replied, that I only fpoke at ran- 
dom. But what do you write of madnefs? 
What elfe faid he, but explaining what it is, 
how it comes to be generated in man, and 
how it may be cured. Thefe animals, which 
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you behold, I have diffected for that purpofe ; 
not as hating the works of the gods, but to 
make inquiry into the nature and feat of choler. 


~You know, where 4i/e abounds too much, 


it moft commonly caufes madnefs in men: it 
is in every perfon; but in fome lefs, in others 


more: its excefs caufeth difeafes, being a 


matter partly good, partly bad. By Jove, faid 


1, Democritus, you fpeak truly and wifely, and 
I judge you happy, who can enjoy a ferenity 


I cannot partake of. But why cannot you? 


faith he. I anfwered, Becaufe either travels, 
children, or eftate, ficknefles, deaths, fervants, 
marriages, or the like, interrupt my repofe. 


‘Hereupon he fell into his ufual paffion, and | 


laughed for fome time exceedingly, fufpend- 
ing difcourfe. Why, faid 1, Democritus, do 
you laugh? Whether is it, that 1 have fpo- 
ken well or ill? Upon this, he laughed more 
than before, which the Abderites, who ftood 
a diftance off, perceiving, fome fhook their 
heads, others beat their foreheads, others tore ~ 
their hair; for, as they afterwards faid, they 
obferved him to laugh at that time more than 
ever he had before. Democritus, thou beft 


of wife men, replied I, I defire to know the 


reafon of this paflion? What have I faid that 
feems ridiculous ? for if it prove fuch, I may 


reform it; but if otherwife, you may defift 


from this unreafonable laughter. By Hercules, 
| : 3 faid 
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faid he, if you can convince me, Hippocrates, — 
you will effect a cure greater than any you have 
-yet performed. Wherefore, faid I, fhould you — 
not be convinced? Know you not, that you ack 


abfurdly in laughing at the death of a man, 


ficknefs, madnefs, murder, or any thing worfe — 
than thefe ; andon the other fide, on marriages, 
affemblies, the birth of infants, folemn rites, a 
magiftracies, honors, and, generally, at every 


Se wa _ =" ini 
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thing that is nominated good? Thofe things 


which deferve to be pitied excite laughter; 
and, thofe, for which we fhould rejoice, you~ 
laugh alfo; therefore you appear not to place — 
any difference between good and evil. Then 7 
he, You fpeak well, Hippocrates; but you are . 
not yet acquainted with the reafon of my laugh- : 
ter, which, when you know, I am confident 
you will prefer to the caufe for which you 
travelled here, and convey it as a medicine to — 
your own country, thereby improving both ~ 
yourfelf and others. In requital, perhaps you | 
- will think yourfelf obliged to teach me phyfic 5 | 
when you fhall underftand, what trouble alk” 
men take for things that deferve not labor; 
things of no value, and confume their lives un- q 
profitably in a€tions that deferve nothing but | 


ridicule. What, faid I, is all the world fick, 


and knows it not? If fo, they can fend no- 
where to folicit help: for what is beyond the ~ 


world? He replied, There are infinite worlds, 
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O Hippocrates; have not fo mean an idea of © 
the riches of nature! Teach me this, faid I, 
Democritus, fome other time ; for I am afraid, - 
if you begin to talk of this infinity, that you 


will fall again into a fit of laughter. But now 


inform me the reafon, that you laugh at the 
accidents of life. Then looking ftedfaftly upon 
me, You think, faith he, there are two cir 
cumftances occafioning my laughter; good and 
ill; whereas indeed I laugh but on one princi- 
ple. Man, full of folly, deftitute of upright 
actions, playing the infant in all his defigns, 
undergoing great toils for little benefit, travel- 
ling to the end of the earth, and founding bot- 
tomlefs depths to get filver and gold; never 
ceafing to accumulate, and with an increafe of 
ftore, increafing endlefs troubles; eft, if he 
fhould want, he might be thought mifera- 
ble. He digs into the bowels of the earth 
by the hands of flaves; whereof fome are bu- 
ried by the earth falling on them; others dwell 
under ground, as though it were their native | 
foil, fearching for gold and filver, fifting one 
fand from another; cutting and tearing their 


_ mother earth, which they both admire and tram- 


ple. How ridiculous is this, to love that part 
of the earth which lies id, and condemn that 
which lies open to them! Some buy dogs, 


. others horfes ; fome delight in having large 


Ya poffef- 
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. poffeftions, which they may call their own, and 


would command multitudes, when they are not ee 


able to command themfelves. They marry 


wives, and in a fhort time are divorced; they y 


love, and then hate; they take delight in chil- 


dren, and when they are grown up, difinherit 


them; they war, and defpife peace: they con- a 
{pire againft kings, murder men, dig the earth : 
to find filver, with the filver they have found, 


they buy land; what the land which they have : 
bought yields, of corn or fruits, they fell, and e) 


receive filver again. To what changes and mif- 
fortunes are they fubject! When they poflefs — 


not riches, they defire them, when they are ac- 


quired, they are hid, or fcattered. I laugh at 


their ill-defigned projects, I laugh at their mif-_ % 


fortunes. .They violate the laws of truth, 
through contention ang enmity with one ano- 
ther; brethren, parents, and countrymen fight 
and kill each other, for thofe pofleffions, of — 
which, after death, none can be pofleffors, 
They purfue an unjuft courfe of life; they de- 

{pife the poverty of their friends and country; — 
mean and inanimate things they account for 
riches: they will part with a whole eftate to 


purchafe ftatues, becaufe the ftatue feems to = 


{peak ; but thofe who fpeak, indeed, they hate. “7% 
They affect things difficult to be acquired ; they — 


who dwell in e continent, covet the produc-. 4 } 


tions of the fea; they who inhabit iflands, thofe — 
é ‘ . of : 
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of the continent; perverting all things to their 
own depraved defires. In war they praife valor, 
while they are daily fubdued by luxury, ava-— 


| rice, and all paffions; and in the courfe of his 


life every man is a Therfites. Why did you, 
Hippocrates, reprove my laughter? No man 


laughs at his own infanity, but at the madnefs 


of another. They who think themfelves to be 
fober, laugh at thofe who appear to them to be 
drunk: fome laugh at lovers, whilft they them- 
felves are fick of a worfe diftemper; fome at 
thofe who travel by fea, others at thofe who 
follow hufbandry ; for men do not agree with 
ene another, neither in arts, nor a¢tions. All 
this, faid I, Democritus, is true; neither is 
there any argument that may better prove the 
unhappy ftate of man; but thefe actions are 
caufed through seeettity by reafon of the go- 
vernment of families, the building of fhips, 
and other civil offices, wherein a man mutt ne- 
ceflarily be employed ; for nature did not pro- 
duce him, to be idle. Again, height of ambi- 
tion caufes feveral men to deviate from the 
paths of juftice; they aim at all things, as if 
there were nothing immoral; not being able to 
forefee the dittaneks that attends their futile 


attempts. For, Democritus, what man is there, 


that, when he marries, thinks of divorce, or 
death > Who is there, who, while he educates 
children, thinks of lofing them? The like on 

Y 3 hufhandry, 
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hufbandry, navigation, dominion, and all other 
offices of life. No man forefees, that his ex- 
-pettations may prove abortive ; but every one 
flatters himfelf with hopes of good fuccefs, and 
does not anticipate the worft. Why therefore 
is this ridiculous? Democritus replied, You 
are yet far from underftanding me, Hippo- 
crates, neither perceive, through want of Know- 
ledge, the bounds of ferenity and perturbation ; 
for if they ordered thefe things prudently, they 
might eafily difcharge their duty, and evade my 
laughter ; whereas now, they are blind to the 
offices of life, and with minds void ef reafon, — 
are carried away by inordinate appetites. Itwere 
enough to make them wife, if they would but © 


-confider the mutability of things, how they — 


wheel about continually, and are fuddenly 
changed; whereas they, looking upon thefe as 
firm and fettled, fall into many inconveniences 
and troubles, and correcting things injurious, 
they tumble headlong into many miferics. But 
if a man would rightly confider, and weigh in 
his mind all things that he attempts, under- 
ftanding himfelf, and his own abilities, he would 
not let his defires run to infinite, but follow 


nature; out of whofe ftore all are nourifhed 


and fupplied. As a corpulent body is in the @ 
preateft danger of ficknefs, fo a high eftate is 
in greateft danger of falling. Great tiinds are 
known in extremities. Some there are, who, 

taking x 


7 —e 
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taking no warning by that which happeneth to 

others, perifh by their own ill actions ; minding 

things manifeft, no more than though they were 

not manifeft; whereas they have many prece- 

dents to guide their life, of things effected 
and not effected, by which we ought to fore- 

fee the future. This is the occafion of my 

laughing. 1l*oolifh men punifhed by their own 

wickedne{s, covetoufnels, luft, enmity, treach- 

ery, con{piracy, envy: it is a hard thing to 

give a name to many of thefe evils, they being 

innumerable, and practifed fo privately. Their 

behaviour as to virtue is ftill worfe; they af- 

fect lies, they follow pleafure, difobeying the 

laws: my laughter condemns their inconfide- 

ratenefs, who neither fee nor hear; whereas 

the fenfe of man only, of all others, is able 

to forefee future events. They hate all things, 

and then again apply themfelves to them; 

they condemn navigation, and yet fail on the 

fea; defpife hufbandry, then fall a plowing ; 

put away their wives, then marry others; they . 

bury their children, beget more, and bring 
them up; they with to live long, and when 
old age comes, are grieved; never remaining 
conftant in any ftate whatever, Kings and 

princes commend a private life; private per- 

fons a public. He that rules a’ ftate, praifes 
the tradef{man’s life, as free from danger ; the 

tradefman applauds the courtier, as full of ho- 

Y 4 nor 
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nor and power; for they purfue not the direct, — 
true, and fmooth way of virtue, in which none 
of them will endure to walk, but crooked and 


rough paths. Some tumble down, others run — 
themfelves out of breath, to overtake fuperiors + 
in fortune or reputation. Some are euided by . 
incontinence to the beds of their neighbours ; _ af 
others are fick of a confumption, through in- ee 


fatiate avarice. Some, by ambition are carried 


up into the air, and through their own wick- PA 
ednefs thrown down headlong. They pull — 
down, and then they build; they do good, ~ 
and oblige others, then repenting, break the 
laws of friendfhip, commit wrong, fall at en-_ 
-mity, and fight with their neareft relations ;~ 
of all which, avarice is the caufe. Wherein ~ 
do they differ from children that play, whofe 
minds being void of judgment are pleafed with 3 
every thing they meet with? In their defires ; 
they differ not much from brute beafts; only : ; 
the beafts ‘are contented with that which is — 
enough. What lion is there that hides' gold 
under ground? What bull fi¢hts for more than — ; 
he needs? What leopard is infatiably greedy ? 
The wolf, when he has devoured as much as — 
ferves for his neceffary nourifhment, gives over 5 4 i 


i“ 


but whole days and nights put together are not 
fufficient for men to feaft and riot. All brute fk 
beafts have their yearly fet times for coition, cy 
and then leave; but man js continually tranfe | 

| ported 


- 
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ported with luft. How canI, Hippocrates, but 
laugh at him that laments the lofs of his goods? 
and efpecially, if, without regard to dangers, he 
travels over precipices and on the fea, how can I 
forbear to laugh exceedingly? Shall I not laugh 
at him whofe fhip founders, by lading it with 
rich merchandize, and then blames the fea for 
finking it? If I feem injudicioufly:to laugh at 
thefe, there is, at leaft, fomething that de- 
ferves to be lamented. Thefe ftand not in need ~ 
of the phyfic nor medicines of your predeceflor, 
fEfculapius, who, preferving men, was ftruck . 
dead by thunder*. Do you not fee, that I am 
alfo partly guilty of infanity, who, to inquire 
into the caufes of madnefs, diffect thefe feveral 
living animals, whereas, indeed, 1 ought to 
fearch for it in man himfelf? Do you not fee 
that the whole world is full of inhumanity, 
ftuffed, as it were, with infinite hatred againft 
man himfelf? Man is from his very birth a 
difeafe: when firft born he is ufelefs, and fues 
for relief from others: when he grows up, 
foolifh, wanting inftructien: at full growth 
wicked ; in his decaying age miferable, toiling, 
throughout all his time, imprudently. Such he 
is from the womb. Some being of furious, 


* H{culapius, the fabulous hiftories inform us, was de- 
ftroyed by thunder. 


anery 
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angry difpofitions, are continually engaged in 
quarrels; others in adulteries and rapes; fome | 
in drunkenne({s ; others in coveting the goods 
of their neighbours ; others in confuming their 
own: fo that if the walls of all houfes were 
tranfparent, we fhould behold fome eating ; 
others vomiting; others wrongfully beaten ; 
others mixing poifons; others confpiring; others 
-cafting accounts ; others rejoicing; others 
weeping ; others plotting againft their friends ; 
others raving mad with ambition. Some ac- 
tions there are more remote within the foul. 
‘Some young; fome old; fuing; denying ; 
poor ; rich ; ftarved; luxurious; fordid ; im- 
prifoned ; murdered; buried; defpifing what 
they poflefs, and aiming at what they have not; 
impudent; niggardly ; infatiate; vain ‘glori- 
ous. Some fetting their minds on horfes ; 
others on men; others on dogs; others on 


ftone and wood. Some affect embafly; others 


the command of armies; others facred rites, 
Some wear crowns; others armor. Some 
fight at fea; others at land; others till the 
ground, Some plead in the forum ; others act 
on the theatre: every one is differently em- 
ployed. Some embrace pleafure and intempe- 
rance; others reft and idlenefs. How then, can. 
I but laugh at their condu&? It is to be 
feared that your art of phyfic will not pleafe 

them ; 
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them; for intemperance produces frowardnefs, 
they efteem wifdom, madnefs; and I doubt 
much, that many things in your art are open- 
ly reproached, either through envy or ingra- 
‘titude: for the fick, when they are cured, 
afcribe the caufe either to the gods, or chance; 
Many are of fuch a difpofition as to hate thofe 
who have obliged them, and can hardly re- 
frain from being angry if they have occafion 
for affiftance. Numbers alfo, being themfelves 
ignorant, prefer ignorance before fcience. Fools 
give their fuffrages; neither will the fick coms. 
mend; nor they who are of the /ame art give 
their approbation through exvy. It cannot be, 
but you muft have fuffered injury of this 
kind; for I know very well, that you have > 
often been treated unworthily, and reproached 
by malice and envy. ‘There is no knowledge, 
nor atteftation of truth. In faying this, he 
{miled, and feemed to put on a divine look, 
cafting off that ‘which he had before. Then, 
I faid, excellent Democritus, I fhall carry back 
with me to Cos the great gifts of your hofpita- 
lity, full of your wife inftructions. I fhall re- 
turn to proclaim your praifes; for that you — 
have made inquiry into human nature, and un- 
derftood it. I fhall go away cured in mind, it 
being requifite, that I take care for the cure of 
the bodies of others, ‘To-morrow, and after- 

wards, 
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wards, we fhall meet here again: which faid, I 
arofe, and he readily accompanied me. Aman, 
came to him, from whence I know not, to 
whom he delivered his books. When I came 
to the Abderites, who all this while ftaid for ~ 
me, Menof Abdera, faid I, I return you many 
thanks for the meflage you fent; for I have 
feen Democritus, the wifeft of men, who only 
is able to reduce men to found underftanding. 
This, Damagetus, is all 1 have, with pleafure, 
to relate to you concerning Democritus. Fare- 


Lm 


gee 
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well! | 
‘Thefe epiftles give an admirable defcription 
of that moft excellent of men, Hippocrates, 
whofe noble foul exerted its utmoft efforts to 
relieve the afflicted, and prove ferviceable to 
- fociety : — an example well worthy of imita- 
-tion — an example which, if followed, mutt 
yaife medical reputation above all the detrac- 
tion and calumnies of malicious enemies, 
Great, however, as Hippocrates was, his fupe- 
vior excellence excited envy among phyficians 
of inferior abilities: thefe frequently compofe 
the majority in moft liberal proteffions. Great 
minds only can purfue noble objects, and at- 
tempt actions above the vulgar comprehen-- 
fion, but little minds induftrioufly employ their 
whole genius in fervilely adapting themfelves 
to the common prejudices of the multitude. 
The 
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The fuperior excellence of the firft are only ~ 
known to the difcerning few: the others, from 
fimilarity of fouls, and leifure for ftratagem, 
impote on the major part of mankind. 


Thefe epiftles, likewife, contain a defcrip- 
tion of the luxury of the inhabitants of Ab- 
dera, and mankind in general in thofe ages. 
The Greeks, about the fame period, were ina 
moft voluptuous, lethargic, and corrupt ftate, 
which foon terminated in the total {ubverfion 
of their liberties: for Philip, the Macedonian 
, prince, in proportion as they were indolent and 
credulous, became vigilant and enterprifing, 
availing himfelf of the depravity and corrup- 
tion of the times. He bribed the princi- 
pal inhabitants and fenators of the different 
ftates, and, by flow, imperceptible degrees, 
_ planned their overthrow. This was afterwards 
accomplifhed by his fon and fucceflor, Alex- 
ander. The moft excellent and powerful ora- 
tor, Demofthenes, could {carcely roufe a {pi- 
rit of oppofition in the Athenians; nor could 
they be excited toeany noble or a ac= 
tion to retard the growing power of Philip, 
A fatal fupinenefs, and flothful fecurity had 
feized their fouls, and benumbed every enter-° . 
prifing faculty ; thus they fell a facrifice to the 
ambitious conqueror, and illuftrious protector 
of Ariftotle and fctence. | 
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Suicide is a voluntary and felf deprivation of 
life, or the commiffion of felf-murder*, © 

In a religious, moral, or political view, any 
human being deftroying himfelf is criminal. 

1. In a religious view, it is contrary to the 
divine precepts of Chriftianity, and therefore 
criminal. 


11. In a political view, it robs mankind of 
thofe fervices, whether corporeal or mental, 
that fociety at large has a right to expect and 
demand of each individual forming a part of 
the whole. -Suicide is a crime, then, where 
the duties of every individual are politically 
confidered. 


aii. In a moral view, it is an heinous crime, 
as far as it relates to the duties a man owes to 
his relations or friends through life: it is a 
diffolution of all thofe ties by which men are 
bound either by, intereft or affections. No hu- 
man being can exift without the affiftance of 
fome of his own {fpecies; nor does any perfon 


live whofe corporeal or mental fervices, either 


* Suicide, in Greek, is called UT ORLEhoKCey which is very 
expreffive of the ation, for it comprehends felf-killing by 
one’s own hands. 

for 
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- for labor or advice, may not become ufeful. 
_ Men receive, and they are bound, by family 
affections or gratitude, to give protection, and 
 diftribute favors or affiftance. He who deprives 
-  fociety of his fervices, either in a political or 
moral view, therefore, mutt violate thofe obli- 
gations he owes his country, family, or friends, 
and becomes immoral and criminal by the act 
of fuicide, 


According to the principles of the Chriftian 
religion, political or private policy, and the le- 
gal inftitutions of moft European nations, ful- 
cide is confidered criminal. | 


Elegant writers have appeared in defence of 
fuicide, and have produced many fpecious rea- 
fons in its favor, without folid argument.— 
Rouffeau fays, ‘© To feek good, and avoid evil 
«© in that which does not injure another, is a 
“* right of nature. When life is an evil to us, 7 
“© and a good to no other perfon, we may then 
get rid of it, If there be in the world a 
<¢ maxim evident and certain, I think it is this; 
‘¢ and if it is overturned, there is no human 
«¢ aétion which cannot be made out to be a 
‘crime! 

1. If a man robs fociety of his prefent, or 
the profpedts of his future fervices, he injures 
that fociety: it is immoral to commit injuries, 


11, Though life may be an evil to a difap- 
© ¥ 2 pointed, 
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pointed, miferable man, yet no man can judge 
how. ferviceable his prefent. or continued life 
may be to other perfons; therefore he has 10 
right to get rid of it. 

No human being can exift, who may not, in 
fome meafure, be ufeful; therefore M. Kou/- 
feau’s fuppofition, that any one can live without 
being beneficial, or probably fo, to fome other 
perfon, is vifionary, and cannot poffibly hap- 
pen. | 

111. Man cannot. live without the neceflaries 
of life, food, raiment, and lodging. In a 
commercial view, other perfons muft be bene- 
_ fited by the confumption of every individual, 
confequently no perfon can live without be- 


ing ferviceable to fome perfon in fociety: he ~ 


muft, in fome meafure, fupply his own and — 


the wants of others. Thefe reciprocal fervices 
or benefits to fociety are loft by fuicide. 


iv. There is fcarce any perfon without re- 
‘Jations, as father, mother, fifters, brothers, 
coufins, or friends, to whom mutual benefits 
are given and reccived through life; of all 


which death is the total deprivation. Is life 


no good 19 others in this view ? 


Do not furviving relations or friends fuffer 
great mifery of mind from lofing, by death, 
whomfoever they efteem ? How much more is 


the mind aiftrelled if fuicide robs us of affec- — 


tionate ‘ 
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wh 
4 


FEMALE DISEASES; &c. 539° 


tronate friends? Is it not ungrateful, nay bar- 
barous, to wound the feelings of our warmeft 
friends by an action which is not only confider- 
ed horrid, but criminal, by divine and civil 
laws. 


The fincerity of the vindicators of fuicide is 


beft determined by their own practice; for there" 


is no proof: of any one of thefe celebrated phi- 
tofophers committing the horrid action: they 
have endeavored to praife a crime which they 
never had refolution to execute. | 

Were fuicide much to prevail, it might oc- 
cafion depopulation ; therefore heavy fines and 
punifhments, either to prevent or deter man- 


kind from fuicide, have been generally adopted | 


in all civilifed countries. Whether confifcation 
of property or eftate, by whieh heirs defcen- 
dent are deprived of the fortune of their an- 
ceftors, is not too fevere, fhould be confidered 
by the judicious legiflator. In one view, it 
appears highly unjuft that an innocent defcen- 
dent thould be punifhed for the crime of an 
infane anceftor: in another view, it may feemi 
neceffary to deter mankind from fuch actions; 


and induce familiés to prevent their coriimiffion 


by an active vigilance. 

The reniote caufes of fuicide are fimilar to 
thofe of infanity — perturbations of mind, or 
corporeal acrimony. 
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The more immediate caufes are, paying tod 
great a refpect for the opinion of the world, 
or not being fufhciently courageous or collected 
in mind to bear misfortunes eguo animo. 


An impatient, ambitious, or boifterous tem- 
per, that will not fubmit.to common reafon, 
or comply with circumftances of time and 
fituation in life ; warm, unreafonable expeéta- 
tions damped by cruel difappointment ; imagi- 
nary difrefpest received, timidity, and defpair, 


have all terminated: in fuicide. In none of 


thefe inftances can the party be confidered as 
eompofed in mind. In every violent paffion 
there is a certain degree of madnefs, 


The mind dwelling on one fubjeét, in which 
is perceived calamity, preternaturally excites 
the pafhons. When the mifery of the mind 
appears greater than the prefent or future ad- 
vantages of life, a fufficient refolution is fum- 
moned up to deftroy that life which 1s become 
infupportable. 


It has been confidered courageous for a mi- 
ferable man to determine not to live; but if 
the fubject be examined by juft reafoning, 
felf murder may appear cowardice. In propor- 
tion to human misfortunes, human exertions 
and ‘courage are required. Whoever deferts 
his friend in danger, is ftigmatifed with the op- 

; * probrium 
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* 


probrium of cowardice ; but how much more 
pufillanimous to defert himfelf or family ? 

The example of Cato is applauded by fome 
writers as a proof of great magnanimity. The 
action was the reverfe: it was the effect of 
pride and timidity. If ever Rome required 
his experience and patriotic’ counfels, it was at 
that very period. To defert the duty Rome 
had a right to demand, by a voluntary death, 
was the meaneft conduct in his character. It 
ftamped an indelible ftain on his reputation, 
which only a fuppofition that his intellectuals 
were impaired could rationally excufe. It was 
not the virtuous Cato, who had ftemmed the 
torrent of intentional tyranny, who had {pirit- 
edly crufhed the Catiline confpiracy, who had 
given the moft noble examples of virtuous re- 
folution and rectitude in moral conduct; but: 
the enfeebled Cato, finking under an accumu- 
lation of evils, whofe foul was depreffed with 
fufpenfe and diftracting paflions, waiting an 
opportunity for revenge, or preparing to finifh 
his life, on difappointment. If fuch examples 
were admitted magnanimous, in every ferious 
quarrel, or war, where none can command 
fuccefs, it might be laudable to commit fuicide, 
the confequences of which are‘obvious. 

On fuch occafions countries would lofe their 
braveft generals ; private families their nobleft 
and moft experienced fupporters. 

* Y 4 66 If 
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“* If I cannot acquire what I with,” fays 
Cato, “ I will kill myfelf, I will not live to 
“* grace Cefar’s triumph, though I know Cefar 
** to be the moft generous and clement of con- 
“ querors. Icannot fubmit to receive Czfar’s 
“* favors; my pride is wounded ; my fears de- 
** ftroy all tranquillity; my body is finking un- 
‘* der adverfity. I will not dedicate my {er- 
** vices to my diftrcfled country, under the 
‘* aufpices of fuccefsful Cefar: I will plunge a 
** fword into my bofom, and commit an in- 
*€ juftice to myfelf, which, through a long life, 
** I. never committed to others. From the 
uniformity of my former patriotic character, 
‘€ writers, without deep reafoning, will paint this 
** concluding action in glowing colors: they 
“¢ will give additional luftre to an immortal 
** reputation.” Such, moft likely, were the 
fecret {prine’s of action in Cato’s mind: fuch 
were the contending paffions which excited the 
delirium: it was not the placid, judicious 
Cato of former years; but the depreffed Cato, 
impos mentis, committing a rafh action contrary 
to all his former great reaioning and virtuous 
perfevering conduét. I: was, in fact, Cato’s 
act of infanity: it was not dying to ferve the 
country, but to effectually rob Cefar and the 
country of his eminent fervices: it therefore 


appears more the effect of private pique and 


defpondency than a demonftration of ‘public 
virtue 
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virtue or courage. Had all others concerned 
in that civil war followed this extraordinary 
example, the country would have been robbed 
of many of its brighteft and furviving ornas » 
ments. Cato could not fay with Horace, 


Dulce & wecorum eff pro patria mori ;” 


for it was not for the country, but the eratifi- 
cation of a fclfifh caprice, a perfonal refent- 
ment and hatred to Cefar and his power. Had 
Cefar attacked the city while Cato enjoyed a 
vigor of mind, body, and popularity ; when 


_ the citizens were better difciplined, and lefs cor- 


rupt, he would have defpifed fuch inglorious 
conduct: he would rather have hoped for fome ~ 
future opportunity to difpel the dark clouds 
overwhelming the diftraéted country. 


Phyficians have frequent opportunities of 
oblerving the diminution of human courage 
and wifdom from long-continued misfortunes, 
or bodily infirmities. The moft lively, fpirit- 
ed, and enterprifing, have become deprefied 
from reiterated difappointment : cowardice and 
de{pair have fucceeded to the moft unqueftion- 
able bravery and ambition. The man is then 
changed ; his blood is changed; and with thefe 
his former fentiments. The timidity is no lon- 


ger Cato’s ; but the miferable, debilitated body 


ef Cato, without that vigorous foul that fo 


eminently 
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eminently diftinguifhed, on other important 6c- 
cafions, this excellent and divine patriot. 


The example of Lueretia merits admiration 
and compaffion; of Cleopatra, as a female, 


pity: but Marcus Curtis, who voluntarily. 


killed himfelf to liberate his country from fa- 
mine and peftilence, juftly merits the praifes 
of all fucceeding ages; as a real patriot, he 
deferves immortality. i 


It is certainly clear, that when a man medi- 
tates how he fhall deftroy life, or dwells un- 
reafonably on any misfortune, he is no longer 
compos mentis; the commiffion, therefore, of fui- 
cide muft neceflarily be always confidered an 
act of Znfanity. 


THis is contradicted by fome, from obferving, 
‘that previous to fuicide, many arrange their 
temporal affairs, write fenfible letters to their 
friends, talk, and appear as rational perfons, 
except on the fubject, whether concealed or 
known, which occupies and attracts the atten- 
tion, abforbing all the other mental powers. 


Qn the common occurrences of life, if the 
sntender of fuicide talks and acts rationally, 
yet if in any one point he is irrational, and 
urged by that fingle inftance of irrationality to 
be the perpetrator and executioner of fuicide, 
it muft be admitted, that though he was fenfi- 
ble ard compofed in moft inftances, yet in one 


thing 
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thing his. mind was urgently difcompofed. 
This difcompofure, when it can induce a man 
to hurt himfelf, or deftroy life, cannot be con- 


fidered the ac of a rational being, but of evi- 
dent madnefs. , 


All mankind purfue, to the beft of their 
judgment, what is thought real or imaginary 
good, and naturally, from experience, exam- 
ple, or refleétion, avoid whatever is confidered — 
evil. nos } 

Pain is an evil; death the deprivation of 
every hope or comfort in this life. No man 
in his fenfes will burn, drown, or ftab himfelf; 
for thefe all produce what are called evils = nei-. 
ther can any of thefe actions be executed with- 
out the probability of pain in the convulfive 
action, or ftrugeles of death. As no rational 
being will voluntarily give himfelf pain, or de- 
prive himfelf of life, which certainly, while 
human beings preferve their fenfes, muft be 
acknowledged evils; it follows, that eve ry one 
who commits fuicide is indubitably won compos 
mentis, not able to reafon juftly ; but is under 
the influence of falfe images of the mind, and 
therefore fuicide fhould ever be confidered an 
act of infanity. | 


Whether the caufes which lead to fuicide 
arife from acrimony of the blood producing 
falfe images ; changes of the feafons, as in the 


dreary 


ag) ep Rea se ae 


dreary month of November; imaginary or feal 
misfortunes occupying the mind; the treat: 
ment fhould be fimilar to that of infanity. 


The mind fhould be diverted by mufic, con- 
verfation, &c.; the body exercifed. Evacu- 
ants, antiphlogiftics, bleeding, &c.; to the 
plethorie and florid, tonics to the debilitated, 
antifpafmodics to the irritable nervous, and mi- 
neral alteratives to the obftruéted; fhould be, 
according to circumftances, prefcribed. Where- 
ever there may be the leaft reafon to fufpect 
intended fuicide, it is beft to fecure the life of 
the patient by a rigid watchfulnefs over all his 
actions. All inftruments, weapons, or means 
of executing fuch impious and irrational inten- 
tions, fhould be removed. | 


The body fhould be fweated with,exercife or 
antimonial diaphoretics, and the patient kept 
conftantly in bed. ‘The commiffion of the mif- 
chief may be thus prevented. If thefe direc- 
tions be thought infufficient, it is better to 
commit the intender of fuicide to the perfons 
who receive the infane into their houfes; for 
the cunning contrivances of perfons in fuch a 
diftracted ftate of mind are aftonifhing: they 
often elude the greateft vigilance, and will af+ 
fect to be perfectly fenfible, but a few mo- 
ments before they commit thefe rafh infane ac- 
tions. 


This 
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This fhort do€trine concerning fuicide thall 
conclude with an anecdote of the celebrated M. 
de Voltaire.— An Englith gentleman of fortune 
had been fitting many hours with this great 
wit and cenfurer of human charaéter. They 
difcourfed chiefly on the depravity of human 
nature ; on tyranny and oppreffion of princes ; 
"poverty, wretchednefs, and misfortunes; the 
pain of difeafe, particularly the gout, gravel, 
and ftone. They worked up each other to fuch 
a pitch of imaginary evils, that they propofed 
next morning to commit fuicide together. The 
Englifhman arofe, and expected M. de Voltaire 
to perform his promife, to whom the genius 
replied, ‘* 4h! Monfieur, pardonnez-moi, -j’aj 
“* bien dormi, mon lavement a bien operé, et le 
E* Joleil eff tout-a-fait clair aujourd hui.” 
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The more immediate caufes then of convul- 
fions are : | | 

1 Either mental affection, or any irritating, 
efficient, acrimonious caufé exciting a greater 
action in the arterial fyftem of the brain: and 
dependent nerves, ane 

mr. An increafe of the invifible, unknown, 
nervous principle, which feems to hold pace, 
or be equipotent with the increafed arterial 
energy excited by the mind, or other sageesl in. 
the brain and nervous fyftem, | 


air This increafed energy conveying’ its 


_ augmented effects without. the direction of the 


will to any mufcles deftined to YOUAARY: m+ 
tion, over irritates the mufcles. 


1v. The mufcles, irritated by an Juv ost 
nervous influence and arterial mflux, contract 
more forcibly and involuntarily by their ex- 
cited vis infita, conjointly with the other caufes, 
as long as the acting energy of the brain, or 
nervous principle, continue. 


If the wires infita in mufcles did not aug- 


~ment equally with the exciting powers pro- 


pelled from the brain, alternate contraction and 
relaxation would not be the confequence ; but 
contraction, perhaps, without relaxation, which 
would produce rigidity, as in the trifinus: or 
locked jaw, &c. or relaxation without contrae- 
fion, as in palfies, &c. 

Z4 v. This 
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v. This increafed energy in the nervous fyf 
tem may be excited either by the mind, or by 
any acrimony of the blood in the brain, or va- 
rious ftimuli, fufficiently irritating to increafe 
partial or general arterial action, nervous in- 
fluence, or the vires infite of mufcles. 

VI. After mufcles have been once accuftom- 
ed to at involuntarily, and with increafed ac- 


tion, the fame caufes can readily produce the 


fame effects on thofe organs of motion; this 
experience daily confirms by the frequent re- 
turn of epileptic or convulfive fits *. 


vit. All parts that have mufcular Aiton may 
be convulfed, therefore the diaphragm, fto- 
mach, inteftines, uterus, Fallopian tubes, blad- 
der, and the whole or any part of the arterial 
fyftem, may be convulfed. All arteries a&t by 
the mufcular fibres of which their tunics are 
compofed, conjointly with the tela cellulofa; 
the coats of arteries being ftimulated, a& with 


® Perfens fubje& to fits, on any flight emotions of the 
mind with facility re-produce therm. 


A lady of my acquaintance by mimicking a man, while 
fhe was at {chool at Chefter, who had the ri/us Sardonicus, 


with frightful diftortions of the face and eyes, ean now by 
the will, at any time, force the mufcles of her eyes and faee 
into diftortions tefembling the man fhe imitated; which is 
really fo herridly frightful as to give pain to fufceptible fpec~ 
tators, and induce them to fhut their eyes. 

ereater 


en 
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in fize, or withered, rigid, and ufelefs, This 
is illuftrated by fome religious in India, who 
fix the arm in a certain sided cea and are never 
after able to move it. 

To produce voluntary mufcular motion five 
circumftances are neceflary : | 

1. The mind acting on the heart, which 
fends a greater or lefs {peer of blood to the 
head. 

2. The mind directs the arterial influx and 
nervous principle to the mufcles intended to be 


moved: 
3. The mufcles intended to be moved re- 


ceiving a greater or lefs influx of blood by the 
arteries, conneéted and running through all the 
nervous medulla by means of the pia mater and 
tela cellulefa, joined with the nervous principle, 
excite an irritation in the mufcle. 

4. The mufcle irritated having a vis infita, 
contraéts more or lefs powerfully, according 
to the quantity or force of the arterial and 
nervous influence commanded by the mind. 

s. The mind can command the reverfe of 
the former a€tion; for contracted, acting muf- 
cles, can be extended at pleafure by aie 
mutcles. 


In this manner, mufcular actions, acquired 
gradually by the fenfes, irritation, and long 
practice, are performed, in all thofe inftances 
nominated regular voluntary mufcular motion. 

Le 3 Convyl- 
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Convulfions being irregular involuntary muf- 
cular actions may be caufed by an increafed 
excitement in the mind, or other irri tating fti- 
mulus acting on the age 


6. The increafed excitement in the brain 
forces a greater quantity of arterial blood: and 
heat in all the arteries running through the ¢ela 
cellulofa, nervous medulla, and pia mater, accom- 
panying, and making a confiderable part of the 
nerves and nervous filaments, however minute, 


7, This increafed arterial action and heat in 
the nervous filaments, or the increafed quan- 
tity and force of blood in the brain, when 
powerful action is neceflary, may, by means 
unknown, increafe the nervous influence. It 
has been obferved, that either in menial or bo- 
‘dily exertion a greater quantity of blood always 
flows to the brain, and that the augmented 
quantity of blood affifts in giving furprifing 
intellectual, as well as bodily powers. 


View men in violent paffions ; firft pallor is 
obferved from the mind fummoning, or forcing 
an over guantity of blood to the eo When 
the heart recovers its firft fhock, the blood is 
forced with great vehemence, the pulfations 
quicken, and the face becomes like a flame 
of fire, the eyes projeét from their fockets, 
and the voluntary mut{cles acquire additional 
force. 


The 
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mot now intended to be treated of, are very 
dangerous, and frequently fatal. 


Convulfions attending parturition joined with 
floodings, or from large hemorrhages, are ex- 
ceedingly dangerous. , 

Convulfive difeafes of the epileptic kind, 

the chorea Saufti Viti, or St. Vitus’s dance, the 

rifus Sardonicus, are all difficult, and fometimes 
impoflible to cure, particularly if they have 
been of long duration. 


Recent convulfions, if not arifing from any 


fatal caufe, are curable, by exact regimen and 
proper remedies, 


Numbers have different fpecies of convul.. 
fions during life; in thefe inftances the difor- 
der may be confidered rather troublefome than 
dangerous. 


The aura epileptica, a fpecies of convulfion 
originating in any contraction, wounded tens 
don, aponeurofes, or nervous expanfion in the. 
extremities ; which creeping up in the direc- 
tion of the nerves, at laft excite fufficient 
energy in the brain to throw the whole body 
into convulfions, is rarely, or with preat diffi- 
culty, curable, unlefs by cutting the nerve. 


Sympathetic convulfions from vifceral, mene 
firual obftruction, worms, &c. are often cu- 
rable by removing the caufes, 


ay 
ae Convulfions 


— 
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! Convulfions from the hydrocephalus iniernus, 
dropfy in the pericardium containing the heart, 
or the hydrops pectoris, when ferum or water 
is effufed in the cheft, &c. are moft commonly 


fatal *, 


% Anatomical examinations of bodies after death, 


convyulfive difeafes. 


Symptomata mor borume 
Convulfiones artuum fuperi- 
orum cum paralyfi cruris finif- 
eri excipiunt, ifchuriam cum 
tumore circa cartilaginem en- 
fiformem. 


apoplexiam fubi- 
eaneam & lethalem fibi ac- 
cerfunt. 

. ~ arthriticum molef- 


gant & in apoplexiam degene- 
rant. . 

——— jinvadunt melane 
‘cholicum de dolore circa fca- 
pulam guerulum. 


7 


cum capitis dolore 


gravativo, apoplexiam poft fe 
trahunt & pregnantem eneé- 
cant. 


phthificum prehen- 
dunt quoties fupinus decum- 


bit. 


cum. delirio in fe- 
bre, 


An 


from 


Extifpicia cadaver utes 
Aqua in abdomine & perir 
cardio & cerebro. 


Venez encephali flatu ture 
gide, aqua & fanguis in ven- 
triculis, &c. 

Sanguis conoretus in cere~ 
bro. 


Tumores {cirrhofi in cere- 
bro, vafa fanguinea turgida, 
plexus choroides tuberculofus, 
aqua in ventriculis cerebri. 

Vafa cerebri fanguine tur- 
gida, aqua intus & extra cere~ 
brum.._ ’ 

Ventriculi cerebri humore 
flavefcente turgidi. 


Agua in yentriculis cere- 
bri, 


Conwulfiones 


» 


ae ae Pe te 
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greater velocity, hence partial or univerfal hear, 


&e. 


The fenfations in the mind moft capable of 
producing convulfigns are timidity, horror, an- 
ger, great fenfibility of foul, and fympathy for 
the calamities of friends or affociates, 


In female {choals, any one of the girls hav- 
ing conyulfian fits has ftruck the minds of 
the others with fuch fear and horror, that the 
diforder has {pread rapidly, like a contagion ; 
inftances of which from Kaaw Boerhaave, and 
Rapport des Commiffaires concernant le Magnetifine 
animal, &c, have been already produced, 

From the fingular opportunity I had while 
at Paris, to minutely examine the pretended 
powers of magnetifm, it requires no hefitation 
to aver, that either the magnetifers, patients, 
or both, were moft groffly deceived, or the for- 
mer were impoftors : magnetifm had no power 
ever the conftitutions of the incredulous. 


Medical practice daily confirms the mind’s 
power in exciting convulfions amongft females; 
a lady, or one female fervant in a houfe, fhall 
often produce the fame effects to other atten- 
dant females; but doys or men are rarely af- 
fected, | 

Sympathetic convulfions of a fimilar nature, 
Mefmer, and the other magnetifers at Paris, no- 
gninated Les crifes, pretending they were pro- 

tae duced 
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duced by magnetical powers ; thefe plaring ar- 
tifices and impofitions credulity countenanced, 
believed, and protected, againft the united 
voice of truth, reafon, and fcience. Men of 
fuperior rank and erudition, genius and talents, 
famous for fcepticifm on other fubjeéts, were 
the principal dupes to magnetical fallacies. ‘The 
raging madnefs was very violent, but very tran- 
fitory ; confufion and contrition have fucceeded 
groundlefs faith, blind zeal, and thoughtlefs 
error. 


Convulfions being caufed by emotions of the 
mind, fonical, atontcal diftention, or ftimuli 
of various fpecies, the prognofis and curative 
intentions fhould be accommmedated to thofe 
different caufes. 7 

The prognoftics of convulfions may be drawn 
from the force or magnitude of the caufes ; 
when convulfions have arifen from fear, and 
are recent, they have been cured by exciting 
: greater apprehenfion from the application of a 
painful remedy ; but when they shave originated 
in grief, anxiety, anger, love, &c. they are 
apt to return on any flight emotions of the 
mind. 

Convulfions happening from wounds of the 
vifcera, as the ftomach, the diaphragm, &c. 
- poifons, or other accidental caufes, which are 
not 


ON 


CONVULSIONS anv SPASMS, 


Convn Vions ox fpafmi clonici are alternate ins 
voluntary contractions and relaxations of the 
mufcles :_/pa/mi tonici, rigid contractions with- 
out relaxation *. 


Convulfions are univerfal, or partial, and have 
obtained different names according to the parts 
affected, or fymptoms, as rifus Sardonicus, the 
Sardonic laughter, when the mufcles of the 
face are affected ; St. Vitus’s dance, when the 
arm is thrown inte involuntary motions with 


lamenefs and rotations, or other fingular mo- ; 


tions of the leg. 


The hyfteric epilepfy, or other epilepfies 
arifing from different caufes, are convulfive dif- 
eafes of the univerfal kind; the mufcles of the 
globe of the eye throwing. the eye into invo- 
luntary diftortions and obliquity of fituation ; 
or the mufcles of the eyelid, lower jaw, or 


, 


* Thefe diftinétions are derived from the Greek, and are 
very expreffive. xAsrew, commoveo, to move to and from ; 
geo, to pull or draw, &c. In_ clonic convulfions, contrac- 
tions and relaxations are alternate, as in the epilepfy: but 
in the tonic, as they are called, the member remains contrat- 


ed and rigid, as in the frifmus, tetanus, &c. 
: A tn c ee xy = any 


ie 4 
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any other particular part a€ting contrary, and 
in defiance to the dire€tion of the will, are in- 
ftances of partial convulfion. 


The mufcles principally affected in all the 


fpecies of convulfions are thofe immediately : 


under the direction of the will; as the muicles 
of the eye, eyelids, face, maxilla, neck, fu, 
perior and inferior extremities. The muicles 
-of réfpiration, acting both voluntarily and in- 
-yoluntarily, are not unfrequently convulfed, as 
the diaphragm, heart, &c, 

The mind can command voluntary mufcles, 
when the parts are in an healthful iound ftate, to 
augment, or diminifh various necefflary actions ; 
but in convulfive diforders the motions are ir- 
regular, not under the control of the. will ; 
but often move with furprifing violence, force, 
agitation, and diftortion, 


1. The mind, in any powerful exertions, al - 
ways: firft acts upon the heart, which being 
perceptible of the mental intentions, has power 
to fend a greater quantity of blood to the head 
than ordinarily. 

11. The increafed intentional force of mental 
or bodily exertion acquires a greater flow of 
blood to the head, and its fhort retention there. 


‘The foul feems to have a power to direct 
this vital fluid through the minute nervous fila- 
tale of any mufcles, deftined to voluntary 
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tient has been foon nape’ from the uneafy 
fenfations. 
Convulfions and Spafms. 

Convulfions or fpafmi clonici are alternate in- 
voluntary contraétions and relaxations of the 
mufcles : /pa/mti tonici, rigid contractions Wwith- 
out relaxation *, 

Convulfions are univerfal, of partial, and have 
obtained different names according to the parts 
affected, or fymptoms, as rifus Sardonicus, the 
Sardonic laughter, when the mufcles of the 
face are affected; St. Vitus’s dance, when the 
atm is thrown into involuntary motions with 
Jamenefs and rotations, or other fingular mo- 
tions of the leg. 


The hyfteric epilepfy, or anes epilepfies 
arifing from different caufes, are convulfive dif- 
eafes of the univerfal kind; the mufcles of the 
globe of the eye throwing the eye into invo- 
luntary diftortions and obliquity of fituation ; 


or the mufcles of the eyelid, lower jaw, or 


any other particular part acting contrary, and 


* Thefe diftin&tions are not fuperfluous, xAerw, commover, 
to move to and from} esvs, to pull or draw, &c. In chenic 
convulfions, contractions: and relaxations are alternate, as in 
the epilepfy : but in the sonie, as they are calied, the member 
remains contratted'and rigid, as in the tri/musy tetanus, &c. 


Z itt 
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in defiance to the direétion of the will, are in- 
ftances of partial convulfion. 


The mufcles principally affected in all the 
{pecies of convulfions, are thofe immediately 
‘under the direction of the will; asthe mufcles 
of the eye, eyelids, face, maxilla, neck, fu- 
perior and inferior extremities. The -mufcles 
of refpiration, acting both voluntarily and in- 
voluntarily, are not unfrequently convulfed, as 
the diaphragm, heart, &c, 


The mind can command voluntary mufcles, 
when the parts are in an healthful found ftate, to 
augment, or diminifh various neceflary actions ; 
but in convulfive diforders the motions are ir- 
regular, not under the controul of the will; 
but often move with furprifing violence, force, 
agitation, and diftortion. © 

1. The mind, in any powerful exertions, al- 
ways firft aéts upon the heart, which being 
perceptible of the mental intentions, has power 
to fend a greater quantity of blood to the head 
than ordinarily. 


11. The increafed intentional Ae of mental 
or bodily exertion acquires a greater flow of 
blood to’ the head, and its fhort retention there. 


The.foul. feems to have a. power to direct 
this vital fluid through-the minute nervous fila- 
ments’ ofany muicles’ deftined. to ‘voluntary 

motions, 
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mbdtions, in conjunction with the nervous prin« 
ciple. | . 
tit. Deftroy the attefial influx: heat ahd 
action below the part thus impeded aré nearly 
deftroyed, or confiderably diminifhed, if even 
anaftomofing arteries pafs to the very patt: 

tv. Deftroy the principal nerve, irritability 
and petceptibility ceafe, or are very obfcure, 
although anaftomofing nervous filaments fhould 
extend themfelves to the part. Sih 96434 

v. It therefore appears evident, that no mos 
tion can be performed regularly and with due 
‘force by the mufcles for the purpofes of life, 
without the junction of the arterial influx of 
blood, and power of the nervous principle, 
This will hereafter be proved by experiments, 
which, fcarcely, when well underftood, admit 
of difputation: 

vi. The inereafed quantity of blood and 
nervous principle determined by the will, sive 
greater force and energy to the mufeles; their 
powers can be ftrengthened or weakened by the 
powers of the mind; but not without a greater 
or lefs influx of arterial blood, and nervous in 
fluence conjointly: | 

vit. This nervous atid arterial influx which 
pafles from the brain and its arteries through 
every, and even the minuteft filaments of nerves, 
ating on the mufcular fibres, in which a wis 
int ie is refident, excites the mufcles to ation 

ae 2 in 
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in proportion as the nervous principle and arte- 
rial influx are greater or lefs*. 

vin. The mufcular powers are acquired 
gradatim ; they obtain additional ftrength by 
ufe, and lofe their energy by difufe; in infancy 
they are fearce obfervable, and do not fupport 
the body in an erect pofture: in manhood they 
acquire more vigor, according to the exercifes 
_ they have been moft accuftomed to; whether of 
dancing, fencing, leaping, jumping, running, 
boxing, tumbling, &c. 

All thefe are actions, which the human mind 
has power to direct the mufcles to perform, 
not fuddenly, nor without repeated attempts, 
labor, and exercife, for years, before any ex- 
cellence or perfection is obtained in thofe bodi- 
ly motions, attitudes, &c. &c. 

1x. A determined refolution not to ufe the 
arms or legs; and a continued ceffation from 
mufcular action, render the mufcular fibres 
rigid and inactive ; the will cannot, after the 
mufcles have been fixed, induce them to per- 
form any motion; the limb becomes diminifhed 


* Though different ftimuli applied to the heart, or mufcue 
lar fibres of other parts make the mufcles contraét after death, 
ne fuch mechanical ftimuli anfwer the purpofes of life, its re- 
gular powers and aétions. The heart of a fhark will dilate 
and contraét many hours after death; this I have repeatedly 
feen in hot climates, after the body of the fhark has been 
eaten by the feamen. 


in 
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An enumeration of the various remote caufes 
of convulfions will fhew the total impoffibility 


a 


Symptomata morborum. 

Convulfiones excipiunt do 
lores capitis inter febrem fa- 
vientes. 


eomene Melancholicum doe. 


lore capitis laborantem inva- 
dunt. 


ingruunt in febre 
biliofa, cui fuccedit afcites. 


cum fpirandi diffi- 
cultate fefe adjungunt cordis 
palpitationi. 

quas prehendunt 


ventris tormina Jethalia. 

————— univerfales cum du- 
loribus atrocibus, mente rema-~ 
nente fana in apoplexiam ab-. 
eunt. 

———_ univerfales pty- 
alifmum totius corporis poft fe 
trahunt. 

—— convulfio oriens in 
brachio finiftro brevi totum 
corpus invadit; aderat fauci- 
um dolor cum febre. 

—— variolis pregreflis, 
fluunt aures, & feviunt capi- 
tis dolores lethales. 


capitis dolori fuce 
cedunt & poft fe foporem tra- 
hunt. 


preffo pede cum rie 


of 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 
Gelatina in cranio. 


Pus in cerebro ftagnat. 


Hepar fcirrhofum, cor di< 
latatum & lapidefcens. 
Cor mire dilatatum. 


Pancreas exulceratumr, 


Aqua in cerebro, plexus 
choroides putris, 


Tumor vertebris lumbari« 
bus adnatus; glandule me- 
fenterii fteatomatofe. 

Serum in finiftro. cerebri 
ventriculo & in thorace, pul«_ 
mones putridi, & aqua in pe- 
ricardio. 

Abfceflus in cerebro juxta 
offa petrofa carie affeéta. 


Glandula pinealis ingens, 
aqua in pericardio, pulmones 
tuberculofi. 

Tumores fteatomatofiin ce- 

fus: 


Eh adh. 
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of fucceeding in any one plan of cure, much 
lefs by any fingle medicine; as the cardamine, 


Symptomata. 
fas & olfaétus abolitione fe- 
quuntur ictum capitis. 
Convulfiones adyenivnt in 
colica Saturnina. 


“————— emetico propinato 
afthmaticum invadunt. 

———~ excipiunt fputa pu- 
rulenta abfque ullo dolore pec» 
toris. 

————— dextri lateris & pa- 
ralyfis finiftri fibi febrem le- 
thalem adjungunt. 


dolores capitis in- 
fequuntur. 


——— poft infolationem. 
wees CUI Cxecitate fuc- 
- eedunt doloribus atrocifiimis.: 


cum delitio poft 
Capitis vulnous. 


pleuriticum tormi- 
nibus ventris laborantem inva- 
dunt. 

chloroticam cum 


fpirandi difficultate cruciant. 
Convulfones fuccedanee: 

hemorrhagie narium. 

: fpirandi diffi- 

eultati cum dolore pectoris, 


arnicas 


Extifpicia. 
rebro; offa ethmoidis & fron- 
tis cariofa. 

Omentum exefum,. colon 
contradtum, ececum dilatas 
tum. 

Pulmones pure exefi. 


Pulmones putridie 


Pia meninx purulenta in 
parte finiftra, & vafa ejufdem 
lateris fanguine turgida. 

Plexus choroides hydatidi- 
bus exafperatus, aqua in cee 
rebro. 

Cerebri durities. 

Abfceffus cerebri prope vem 
triculos. 

Inteftina contraéta, cere- 
brum putridum. 

Inteftina inflammata., 


Pia meninx varicofa, gela« 
tina in cerebro. 


Meninges offex. 


Latex albicans in thorace 
& pulmones pure exefi. 
Conuxl- 
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_arnica, &c.; for remedies proper for one clafs 


of caufes may be highly injurious for others. 


Symptomata. 
Convulfiones poft vulnus in- 
fiitum occipiti. 
—— —— item. 
—— ——— item. 
—— ——— animi pertur- 
bationes & interea difficilis 


trahitur fpiritus. 


i cenedienntiiinnl 


poft cafum ab 
alto ebrium invadunt & deli- 
rium furiofum fibi adjungunt, 
donec recurrentes @grum ju- 
gulent. 
Tetanos. Juvenem lithiah 
laborantem corripit quoties 
decumbere tentat. 
fuccedit delirio poft 


capitis contufionem orto. 


—_—— ebrium invadit. 

Convulfiones vomitum ce- 
phalalgie fuccedaneum exci- 
piunt. 


afiduo recur- 


rentes dyfuriam accerfunt. 


ingruunt in fe- 
bre maligna epidemica ftipata 
cardialgiis & doloribus. 
Convulfiones in diarrhoea bi- 
liofa cum animi deliquiis fre- 
quenter recurrentibus. 


. = 


All 


Extifpicia. 
Pus inter pyxidem offeam 
& cerebri involucra. 
Abfceffus in cerebri latere. 
Pus in cerebro, 
Pulmones putridi. 


Cranium illefum, fiagate 
effafns inter hemifpherium 
dextrum cerebri & duram ma- 
trem, 


Calculus in vefica latens. 


Aqua inventriculis & juxta 
bafim cerebri meninges putri- 
dz. 

-Gelatina in cerebro. 
_ Vifcera putrida. — 


Calculus in rene finiftro. 


Ventriculus, inteftina, & 
mefenterium putrida ; liqua- 
men in abdomine. mi ; ee 

Hepar ingens & inflamma- 
tum, cyftis fellea inanis: in- 
teftina flatulenta, liquamen i ee 
abdomine. 


’ 


Convulfones 
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All things which excite or a&t a ftimuli oti 


the brain, or nerves. 


Inanition, repletion, and 


irritation, are the principal caufes of convul- 


fions. 


Symptomaia. 


Convulfiones fe’ adjungunt, 
buboni peftilentiali. 


minibus. 
aes cs oe affettui fo5e 


ventris tore 
porofo. 


ee ee tee hydropho- 
biz. 


Chews otis pee’ ifchuriz. 


he. 


wees ee mes doloribus vée-” 


fice. 

—— ts mee Capitis Brae 
vedini. 

Convulfiones apoplexias co- 
mites, mortem afferunt fubi- 


tanéam. 

Convulfie fuccedanea apo 
poplexiz. 

—— ate animi commo- 
tion. 

— - vomitioni fan- 


guinis inter febrem quartanam 
CXOFIENtls 


To 
Extifpicia. 

Cor fanguine turgens, pul 
mones inflammati; hepar in- 
gens, cyftis fellea bile turgidd. 

Inteftina flatulenta, paffim 
gangreenofa. 

Lien magrius & quafi offeus : 
aqua in cerebro, & gelatina 
juxta traétum vaforum menin- 
gis. 

Pulmones fanguine concrete 
infaréti. 

Renes caléulis aut pure ins 
faréti. 

Cor marcidum. 


Calculus in vefica: 
Aqua in cerebro: 


“ Vertebrales 8 carotides ata 
teriz difrupte. 


Meninges offex. 
Cerebrum putridum. 


Aqua in thorace & cerebri 
ventriculis, 


Convulhones 
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To feist belong hemorrhages, fluxes, 
effects of {trong purgings, the body exhaufted 
by venery, lactation, labors of body or mind, 
protracted wakefulnefs, acute or chronic dif- 
eafes, exhaufting the human body. 


Symptomata. 
— Convulfio fuccedanea pot la- 
bores 


immodicos quemdam 


corripiunt. 


—— —— inter dolorem 


& tumorem abdominis. 


~_—— poft febrem len- 
tam. 
Tetanos, fevit operatione 


caftrationis peracta. 
Opifthotonos, ebrii in folo 


decumbentis. 


Extifpicia. 
Sanguis in vafis cerebri ftag- 
nat. 


Mefencerium hydatidibus 
ifarétum. 
Medulla oblongata colluvic 


flavefcente inquinata, &c. 


Peritonzum inflammatum, 


Gelatina in ventriculis ce~ 


rebri. 


EXTISPICIA poft convulfones. 


Ventriculus & inteftina conftricta, bilis effufa in ventriculo. 
Ventriculi cerebri turgent aqua fubczrulea, diaphragma & 


hepar inflammata. 
Pus in bafi cranii ftagnat. 


tb. 


Vermes fub cranio delitefcunt, meninges erofe occurrunt. 


Cerebrum putre. 
Meninges inflammate. 
Pulmones putridi. 

- Gelatina in cerebro. 

- Lumbrici in inteftinis. 

' ‘Inteftina contorta. 


Renes fuccenturiati perquam tumidi. 


Pia meninx inflammata cerebro inculpato. 


Aa 
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To repletion belong over-action of the fan- 
guiferous fyftem, plethora, accumulations of fe- 
rum or coagulable lymph, retentions of pus, 
cacochylia, cachochymie of various {pecies, 
fuppreffed evacuations, &c. &c. 


To irritation belong affe€tions of the mind, 
pains, wounds, falls, abfcefles, too great fenfi- 
bility in the nervous fyftem, lefions of the brain 
or nerves, poifonous vapors, acrid remedies, 
poifons, acrimony, as arthritic, venereal, {cro- 
phulous, {corbutic, &c.; worms, flones in kid- 
neys, bladder, or in the bile ducts, &c.; den- 
tition, mechanical ftimuli, hereditary affection, 
the mother’s imagination during pregnancy, 
hard labors, &c.; extreme cold or iced water 
have fuffocated fome, and ftopped refpiration ; 
the application of cold to the feet or other 
parts. 


An extravafated humor, on one fide of the 
brain, has excited convulfions on the oppofite 
fide of the body, which 1s obferved to be almoft 
conftantly the law of nature; the cure, there- 
fore, fhould be direéted accordingly. 


The gencral prognoftics in convulfions are: if 
hereditary, or chronical in a body very weak, 
the difeafe is rarely curable. From repletion ea- 
fier cured than from depletion ; for it is eafier 
to evacuate than reftore to the body its former 

falutary 


* 


on. 


a 
:, 
oy 
; 
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falutary juices: convulfions are worfe amongf 
adults than in youth; for in the latter they 
commonly arife from a lighter caufe than the for- 
mer. Convulfions in men are more unfavorable 
than in women ; ; becaufe the herves of the lat= 
ter are moft fufceptible. In acute fevers a bad 
omen; in the fmall pox, before the eruption, 
favorable; in the fecondary fever moft dange- 
rous, becaufe they arife from re-abforption of 
the putrefactive variolous matter. Light con- 
vulfions are not injurious, to pregnant womnen; 


_ according to Smellie ; but I] have feen them fa- 


tal when they happen in labor with floodings: 
When violent, during pregnancy, they injure, 
or fometimes deftroy the foetus. In the sufis 


_ convulfiva, or hooping cough, falutary, for they 


force up the offending matter. Sneezing, in 
fleepy, apoplectic, or lethargic difeafes, is a 
good fign. Convulfions, frequently returning, 
promife no good: they are moft common to 
infants and hyfterical women. In India, Bon- 
tius afferts, that the /pa/mi tonici; as the teta- 
nus, triftaus, or locked jaw, or rigidity of cons 
tracted mufcles, are, at times, endemical. 

I have feen the tetanus both in America, 
and Weft-India iflands, happen from very 


light caufes, as flight lacerated wounds of the 


fafcia, of tendons in the wrift‘or inftep, and in 
punétures, fevers, gun-fhot, or other wounds ; 
Aa 2 in 
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in which the common modes of treating - 
at that time, by mufk, camphor, opium, and 

“hot bathing, did rarely fucceed in a variety of 

inftances *, | 


In the care of convulfions, three general 
modes of treatment are requifite, which, how-' 
ever, fhould be judicioufly accomodated to 
individual patients and circumftances. 


‘ 


In convulfions from inanition, the cure. re- 
quires repletion, which fhould be gradually in- 
troduced into the habit, confifting. chiefly of 
light but nutritious dict, fueh as will aff- 
milate with the leaft labor to the ftomach, as 
beef tea and bread, or other broths without 
fat, given in {mall quantities, or meats boiled 
or roafted, when the ftomach can digeft them; 
milk diluted with water, &c.; medicated wa- 
ters, as the Hampftead, Tunbridge, or Selt 
zer, bark, and fleel. Thefe to be applied bes 


tween the periods of convulfive fits. 
\ 


The convulfions during dangerous hemorr- 
hages require peculiar treatment.; the effufion 


of blood is arterial, Blood fhould be drawn 


* See Medical Advice to the Army and Navy ferving in 
Hot Climates, with the modes of preferving health, curing 


. fevers, fluxes, &c. : 


from 
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from the veins to affift in conveying that fluid 
___ In its proper channels, and to remove fpafm. 

~~ - If convulfions arife from fulnefs or repletion, 
bleeding largely and evacuating cathartics are 
‘to be prefcribed, with a very abftemious dry 
diet, either to adults or infants, except they be 


owing to the fmall pox, &c. 


Veficatories are recommended- in almoft all 
cafes of convulfion, but, I think, imprudently : 
_ they act as ftimulants; and where an overful- 
nefs is ftimulating and convulfing the body, 
they are contrary both to found reafoning and 
congruous medical practice. 

Bliflers may be more judicioufly applied in 
cafes of convulfions from inanition, where a 
torpidity or languor is induced; or in the cafes 
arifing from irritation, in order to excite a new 
ftimulus, or divert the attention to parts remoter 
from the brain, &c. 

Suppreffed evacuations exciting convulfions, 
fhould be treated according to the {pecies, whe- 
ther they be menftrual, hemorrhoidal, fecal, 
urinal, or perfpirable, enough of which has al- 
ready been delivered. 


If irritations excite convulfions either of body 

or mind, tepid or vapor baths are frequently 

_ ufeful, particularly the former, in the convul- 
-fions of infants, whether they be from worms, 
dentitian, or fever. Hippocrates recommends 
Aa 3 warm 
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warm fomentations to mitigate convulfions ; 
for they relax and diminith the tenfion, and 
loofen the parts contracted. Cel/us, likewile, 
{peaking of convulfions affecting the mufcles 
of the neck, has, “¢ iaque plerique aqua caliga 
«© gulta cervices fubinde perfundunt.” ‘This is a 
prefent alleviation. If worms irritate the in- 
‘teftines, anthelmintics fhould be prefcribed ; 
feveral fpecimens of which are given in the 
former part of the prefent work. 

lé from acids in the prime vie, antacids, ag 
magnefia, pulvis e chelis, calcined oyfterfhells 
prepared with or without rhubarb, are proper 
for children; but if plenitude abounds, bleed- 
ing in the jugular fhould never be omitted, 

Lime water is likewite an excellent corrector 
of acidity ; but perhaps more adapted to adults 
than infants ; volatile alkaline {pirits, &c. 


The flores zinci are much extolled by many 
in epileptic cafes, to one or two grains with 
fugar diffolved in forhe medicated or common 
water; and they are moft proper when the ute 
of tonical remedies are indicated. 


Convulfions, from venereal infection, can only 
be cured by fialagogues or other anti-venereal 
remedies, &c. 7 


Opium has lately been much recommend- 
ed, particularly by practitioners of reputation, 
as a fovercign antifpafmodic in convulfive 

‘ : 3 : difeafes. 
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difeafes. As a phyfician of long experience 
and obferyation, I muft remark, that, in this 
country, it'has done confiderable mifchief. In 
the pletboric, it renders the circulation tardier, 
thickens the blood, increafes the fulnefs, and . 
produces coftivenefs, ata period, and in cafes 
where evacuations are abfolutely, neceflary, 
checks the fecretions and excretions, and there- 
fore it is ineligible. r 


Where convulfions arife from inanition, or he- 
morrhage, opiumis lefs exceptionable; but it 
is contradictory to the ule of tonics and nouri/h- 
ing diet : for opium palls the appetite, renders 
the performance of digeftion and chylification 
feeble, retards, or, in a certain meafure, pre- 
vents the generation or abforption of a laud- 
able and nutritious chyle. Asa palliative only, 
then, fhould opium be ufed in cafes of convul- 
fion from inanition, hemorrhage, &c. a 


In convulfions from irritation, opium has often 
increafed the fymptoms, and produced deli- 
rium; and certainly no judicious phyfician 
would prefcribe a mere palliative remedy in 
hopes of alleviating a fmaller evil, and rifque 
the production of a greater. 

Opium, therefore, fhould be cautioufly pre- 
{cribed.: itis feldom a caufe-removing remedy ; 
but as a palliative may, in fome inftances, be 
ufeful. 


Aa4 It 
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It fhould be obferved, that, in the modes of 
_ treatment recommended in this work, the deep 
caufes of difeafes are inveftigated, and attempted 
‘to be removed: the total eradication of com- 
plaints, according to their vifible and refpéc- 
tive caufes, not a mere palliation of fymp- 
toms; which laft, though much in fafhion, 
only comprehends a very ee knowledge 
of medical practice. | 

Caftor, mufk, affafetida, valerian, or camphor, 
are certainly ufeful antifpafmodics ; but it is 
much doubted whether thefe extend their ef- 
fects much farther than to palliate fymptoms, 
except inflight cafes. For fuch purpofes, thefe 
laft-mentioned antifpaf{modics are very~ necef- 
fary; while the more powerful caufe-removing 
and eradicating remedies are applied according 
to the various caufes which gave rife to the 
convulfive difeafes. 


In convulfions from wounds, fractures of the 
head, or wounded nerves, the affiftance of fur- 
eery mutt be folicited ; but in hot climates all 
remedies whatever frequently prove fruitlefs *. 


Mechanical flimul are to be removed by art, 
or obtunded by remedies, &c. 


| 'Thefe are general doctrines on convulfions. 
| ‘The 

* After the Havannah had furrendered to the Englifh in 
1762, a man was a patient of mine, who, with others, had 
been 
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The particular curative indications in con- 
vulfed difeafes are to be formed from their 
caufes, confidered feparately or conjundtly, 


When clonic convulfions arife from great 
perceptibility, or emotions of the mind, placi- 
diry muft be attempted by the patient, or me- 
dicine may not much avail. There are very 
few cafes, however, of convulfion ih which the 
ftate of the body does not require Se at- 
tention. 

Great mental fenfibility is generally accom- 
panied, as before was obferved, with a certain 
fharpnefs or acrimony in the blood; in which 
inftances the remedies fhould be accommo- 
dated to the natural and peculiar conftitution of 
individuals, whether they be florid, plethoric, 
and robuft, pallid, thin, and debilitated, or. 
laboring under fome prevailing acrimony. 


Coavulfions, in which may be obferved youth, 
floridity, plethora fanguinea, and increafed ac- 
tion of the arterial fyftem, repeated bleedings, 
antiphlogiftic evacuants, camphor, nitre, and 


been to the Bay of Matances afhore in queft of limes, &c. 
Jn jumping over pales he was catched by his wrift, and, ap- 
parently, a flight punétured wound was the confequence. 
Soon after the man hada locked jaw; his mouth was opens 
ed afew days by the /peculum oris, and opium, mufk, cam- 
phor, bathing, &c., were adminiftered ; but ftrong convul- 
fions fucceeded, and this wound, which appeared a {cratch, 
proved fatal, wai i is no uncommon event in hot climates. 


other 
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other neutral or alkaline falts, are to be pre- 
feribed, with an exceeding /pave and dry diet, 
fimilar to that recommended already in the 
mania. ‘ . | | 

Periodical or other ufual evacuations are to 
be promoted, if neceflary, as menfes, perfpira- 
tion, &c. 

The quantity and force of the Bion fhould 
“pe decreafed, and its re-accumulation prevent~ 
ed, by only ufing half the accuftomed quanti- 
ties of cooling liquids. 

Stimulants of every fort fhould be avoided ; 
neither blifters, cordials, nor volatiles, fhould 
be preicribed. 

In atonical convulfions, comprehending debi- 
lity, great fenfibility of the nervous fyftem, a 
lax fiate of the blood, feeble yet quickened 
arterial. action; laxatives of the bitter clafs 
fhould be adminiftered conjointly with fetids, 
morning and evening, to prevent or remove 
conftipation. 

Blifters, as evacnants, or ftimulants, applied 
to the neck, back, or legs, are proper; cor- 
dials, antifpafmodics, and fometimes ftimu- 
dants. | 

Bark and vitriolic preparations, colcothar of 
vitriol, fal martis, rubigo ferrt preparata, the 
flores zinci, or {mall doics of the vitriolum al- 

buins 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c. 36% 


bum, with bark, have, under my own infpec- 
tion, much mitigated, rendered the paroxyfms 
more diftant, or entirely cured epileptic and 
other convulfed difeafes, when united with a 
dry regimen, 

The diet for the atonical cerebral diftention, 
and debility, fhould be more nutritious, but 
light, and half the ufual quantity of liquid 
food ordered; but, inftead of cooling drinks, 
a glafs of porter, or wine is preferable, 


The arnica has been much extolled inGermany 
for the cure of epilepfy, palfies, &c.; but as 
convulfive difeafes arife from many diftinct and 
oppofite caufes, a phyfician muft have no fmall 
portion of medical faith, and very little expe- 
rience or judgment, who can fuppofe any fin- 
gle remedy capable of anfwering fuch a multi- 
plicity of oppofite intentions. Iam certain no 
medicines will permanently cure any fpecies of 
convulfions, or other chronic difeates, without 
an exaéh regimen, W hich mutt continually be 
varied with remedies, according to conftitutions 
and circumftances, by the fkill of the medical 
practitioner e 

Cold and fea bathing, change of air, exer- 
cife, and amufements, to divert the mind from 
con- 


: ve | 
* The arnica cured many cafes of convulfions, according 
to Collin, and certainly may be tried. Its virtues are eme~ 
tic, 
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contemplating on bodily affli€tion, contribute. 


greatly, as auxiliaries, in obtaining the cure of 
thefe violent nervous affections. 

Palliatives are numerous, and very ufeful in 
mitigating fymptoms, though every day’s prac- 
tice proves their inefficacy in all the fpecies of 
convulfions: fetid remedies, as mufk, caftor, 
camphor, fagapenum, &c., valerian, fp. volar. 
feetid. affafcetida joined with fpiritus lavendule 
compofitus, of fpiritus falis ammoniaci, oleum 
fuccini, ol. cajaput, arnica, cardamine, or ladies’ 
fmock, recommended by Ray, &c., alchymilla, 
&e., &c., are in ereat efteem in convulfed dif- 
eafes. In fome flight cafes, volatiles and fetids 
have performed the cure of convulfions ; but 
they certainly are net to be depended on as 
effectual caufe-retnoving remedies. ) 

The oleum animale verum Dippelit, which is 
not eafily obtainable in this country, has been 
much recommended in various parts of Ger- 
many and the Continent, from chemical piety 
and enthufiattic credulity, as pofiefling power- 
ful virtues in convulfed, epileptic difeafes ¥, 


| | ‘The 


tic, errhine, diuretic, diaphoretic, and emmenagogue. It is 
hkewife recommended in palfy, Ie has a ftyptic tafte, and 
becomes black with a folution of vitriolum martis., The dafe 
of a dram ininfufiou is given night and morning: it feems 
more calculated fo: the relaxed than the plethoric. 

* I have met with feveral ingenious German chemifts, 
while I was in Germany, very full of enthufiaftic, pious cre- 
; dulity, 


— 
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“The naufeoufnefs of the common oleum animale 
may frighten away the difeafe; as happened by. 
Boerhaave’s remedy of the red-hot irons exci- 
ting a terror in the mind fuperior to the terror 
that produced thofe contagious convulfive fits 
among ft the children at the Orphan Houfe. I 
have feen both the common as well as the oleum. 
animale Dippelii often fail, but never fucceed, 


dulity, living in conftant expeCtation of heaven fhowering down 
gold from their chemical labors, or univerfal remedies to cure 
every difeafe. Thefe are commonly meén_of warm paffions 
and weak capacities, by which they often impofe their vifion= 
ary chemical flights, firft on themfelves, and then on others. 
Chemiftry, judicioufly applied, is one of the nobleft and moft 
ufeful arts, particularly in medicine ; it generoudly affords us 
the moft certain of all remedies. But when a paffion for che- 
miftry leads men to fuppofé they comprehénd medical practice, 
without the neceffary knowledge and experience, nothing can 
be more erroneous nor injurious. I have known feveral de- 
luded men of this clafs, chiefly imported from the Continent, 
who have, fome intentionally, others undefignedly, extracted 
confiderable fums of gold from my credulous countrymen un-~ 
der various falfe pretences of chemical fecrets, which have all 
evaporated i” fumo, when the parties, {worn to fecrecy, have 
been duped out of allthe ready cath they poffefled. One per- 
fon I know, living, at prefent, in extreme poverty, who once 
. poffeffed 30,0001. fterling, but was pillaged of the whole by 
chemical. believers, pretenders, and hypocritical impoftors : 
therefore fome caution is neceflary whenever new chemical . 
medicines, or reafoning, are received into practical medicine 5 
but this will be more clearly proved in my Treatife on Mine- 
ral Alteratives, in which many chemical errors will be ex- 
plored. 


- 
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in totally eradicating convulfive difeafes: they 
are certainly allayers of irritation, and may be 
ufed whilft more important caufe-removing re- 
medies are adminiftered. 

Convulfions, originating in any {pecific or 
anomalous acrimony of the blood, or particu- 
lar fyftem, require the remedies proper for 
the prevailing difeafes *. 

If convulfions are evidently accompanied 
with fcrophulous fymptoms, as tumefactions 
of the upper lip, or ftrumous fwellings in the 
lymphatic glands about the neck or throat, 
the metallic alteratives ‘are chiefly to be de- 
pended on as caufe-removing remedies. 


Glandular or lymphatic tumors about the 
throat, by comprefling the returning internal 
and external jugular veins, caufe {welling and 
rednefs of face, and fometimes violent pains in 
the head, and convulfions. I lately cured a 
very dangerous cafe of this nature by a folution 
of tart. emet. and merc. corrof, fub. in very 


* The venereal or fcrophulous, as attacking the lymphatic 
fyftemin different modes, the gouty or rheumatic, as exciting 
pain in the joints or mufcles, I call fpecific acrimonies; but 
where the blood is fo acrimonious as to excite anomalous dif- 
eafes, without any fpecific fymptoms of gout, rheumatifm, 
fcrophula, venereal, or fcorbutic diforders, this may be called 
an anomalous acrimony, or depravatios of the blood and other 
fluids, Xc., &c., Ane nominee . 


fmall 
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fmall dofes, joined with a ftrong folution of 
camphor, nitre, and extreme dry diet. 


Every other fpecies of chronic- prevailing 
acrimony caufing convulfions, from affecting 
the veflels of the brain and its appendages, 
are rarely curable by the common fetid: medi- 
cines, but are often permanently removed by 
long-continued courfes of metallic altcratives, 
prefcribed in the modes 1 have invented and 
long experienced, joined with a judicious Te= 
gimen *, 

Symptomatic convulfons, from worms, affec- 
tions of the vifcera, or any fpecific difeafe, the 
primary caufes being removed, the effects wilt 
confequently ceafe. 


From the numerous eff2&s of convulfions, al- 
ready delivered in the anatomical examinations 
after death, it muft feem very evident what 
were the caufes, pie 


The major part of diffections exhibit the 
brain and its membranes to have been in a very 
morbid ftate, vertebral and carotid ramifica- 
tions or arteries ruptured, accumulations of 
pus, turgency and ftagnations in veffels, or ef- 
fufions of ferum in the cerebrum, medulla ob- 
longata, ventricles, é&c., the heart itfelf di- 


* See Obfervations on Metallic Alteratives, ein prepara- 
tions and important ufes. } 
lated, 


> 
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lated; the vifcera morbid, the apparent effects 
of inflammation, or chronic difeafes, &c. 


Thefe accumulations could not have been in 
thofe-parts but by increafed action in the exha- 
lent or vapor-effufing arteries pouring forth a 
greater quantity of fluids than the veins could 
abforb, and an increafed energy in the irritated 
nervous influence itfelf, exciting preternatural 
action, &c. 


If the veflels or cellulous cavities of the tela 
cellulofa, which compofe the membranes in the 
brain, be much diftended either with air or 


fluids, the brain itfelf will exceed its ufual di- 


menfions, and, by meeting with refiftance on 
all fides from the bones of the fcull, all the ef- 
fects of irritation, or compreffion of the me- 
dulia, or cortical ftructure may be produced, in 


proportion to the enlargement of the cerebrum, 


cerebellum, or thickened membranes, &c. A 


flow weak pulfe, comatofe fymptoms, lethargy, 


and death, may be the confequence. 


This may happen without fra€tures, depref- 
fions, or other injuries of the fcull,; or concuf- 
fions of the brain, &c. &c. 


Diftenfions of veflels, or accumulations inthe 
cellulous cavities of the tela cellulofa of other 
parts, produce evident tumefaction, where there 
is no compreffing refiftance like the bones of the 
fcull; as in the anafarcous drop/y, tumors from 

inflammation 


Bens 
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inflammation or contufion, &c.; but, within 


the fcull, compreffion in the adu/t muft be equal 
to the brain’s increafe in magnitude, as every 
reafoning and well-informed anatomift or phy- 
fiologift will readily acknowledge. 


Various experiments fhew that the brain; 
committed to evaporation, lofes 8508, 8450, 
8100, or 8096 parts out of 10,000, or 24 parts 
out of 25 of its weight, which demonftrates the 
natural humidity of the brain. 


In the foetus the brain is almoft fluid, and 
fimilar to ferum; there appears little or none 
of that medullary or cortical confiftency which 
marks the brain of the adult, and is the pro- 
bable caufe of the deftitution of fenfe in the 
foetus, or infantile ftupidity: As the fenfes 
give impreffions, and the mind enlarges, the 
medullary and cortical fubftances of the brain 
become more folid, or of a firmer confiftence, 
though always containing a great quantity of 
fluids. | 

1. The brain, in its healthful or found ftate, 
is perfectly fecured from concufhion, except from 
very great violence, by the proceffes of that 
{trong membrane the dura mater, and furround- 
ing bones. 

2. The cerebrum and cerebellum thorough- 
ly, and moft exactly, fill their refpective cavi- 
ties formed by the dura mater and cranium, &c. 
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‘3. The dura mater fo clofely coheres with 
the internal furface of the feull, that the im- 
preffions of its blood veflels appear on the bones 
im furrows. | 

4. All thefe facts, collectively confidered, 
muft prove that the brain is very much com- 
ptefled, and confined on all fides and in all parts 
by the fcull. | . 


s. If the brain be fo intimately connected ~ 
with the dura mater, and this latter with the 
bones ina found ftate, which cannot be denied, 
the ill effects of the brain’s enlargement by dif- 
tentions of veflels may be eafily comprehended 3 

or from a furcharge of ferum or humidity, 
poured forth and retained in the cellulovs cavi- 
ties of the tela‘cellulofa, which compofes not only 
membranes, but all coats of veffels, except the | 
mufcular. 


6. The exhaling or vapor-effufing arteries do 
pofitively pour forth a fine fubtile vapor into 
every part of the medulla and /ubftantia cortica- 
is of the cerebrum and cerebellum. 


4. The vafcular ftructure of the pia mater, 
or the cellulous ftru€turé compofing that mem- 
brane, may be confiderably enlarged by over- 
diftention of veffels, or accumulation of ferumy — 
exclufive of irroration of the fine fuids tran{~ 
uding the cortical and medullary ftruéture of 
_the brain. 


1 | The 
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The internal carotid arteries and the verte- 
bral continue conveying, by their impelling 
force, a freth fupply of blood, or exhaling va- 
por, to veffels, cells, or interftices of the corti- 
cal or medullary fubftance of the BFAD, already 
ina ftate of diftention *. 


8. The orifices of the {malleft veffels pour 
out humidity in form of a fine fubtile vapor, 


not only into the cavities of the cellular ftruc- 
ture of the pia mater, but between the moft 
minute interftices of the medullary and corti- 
cal fubftances of the cerebrum and cerebellum. 


g. The ventricles of the brain have been fo 
enlarged by an effufion of ferum, not coagula- 
ble lymph, as to contain 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, OF 13 
pounds of water; but this has happened in in- 


* Bergerus de Nat. Humana 283. Ex calore plexus cho- 
roidei exhalat vapor, qui colleftus facit aquam in ventriculis 
cerebri; hee aqua eft pellucida, quam igne non concrefcere, 
fed omnem exhalari cum J. Zambeccario, exiftimat. Belling ¢ 
quam nos ‘quidem limpidam femper, fa¢taque exhalatione, ni- 
hil glutinis vel albuminis, at tenuem interdum pelliculam re- 


linquere obfervavimus. 


I have madetepeated experiments on the ferum found in the 
ventricles of the brain, and find it exhales by heat; but have 
never obferved it to concrete, as is common to the coagulable 

lymph: for this and other reafons, I am certain the minute : 
Janguiferous veins abforb and reconvey the fine ferum and moft 
volatile and aJrial particles of human fluids to the blood. 
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‘ 


fants, where the bones were capable of rece- 
ding *, 
_ to. The veins, freni being compreffed on 
all fides, or the minute mouths of the veins 
opening into the cellulous cavities of the ela 
cellulofa, or the capillary veins united fo arte- 
ries having loft their tubular attraction, or pro- 
pelling force to fend the blood to the returning 
Jarge venal trunks, may be feparately or con- 
jeintly the caufes of the blood not pafling a 
with 
* Haileri, Elem. Phyfiol. Vol. viij. 7. de aqua ebbtcions 
forum. 
*¢ Ne Jacunar. ventriculi, pavimento connafcatur, vapor fa- 
cit, qui undique de membrana ventriculum veftiemte, deque 
** plexubts exhalat, & modico madore omnem internam ¢a+ 
“* vam fuperficiem oblinit. Hic wapor non femper in aguam 
colligitur, atque in recentiflimis cadaveribus abeft nonnun- 
*¢ quam. Ex arterlisexhalat vapor. Venarum officium quo’ 


“¢ ties Janguet, folet autem in chronicis morbis languere, to- 


** ties collectus mador in aquam colltigitur & mole memora-> 


** bili ventriculos cerebri diftendit. In afopleéticis, foporofis, 


“© phrenicis, lethargicis, convulhks, paralyticis, febribus vario- 


$< lofis epidemicis, affediibus caiarrhalibus, aqua uberius in 
‘¢ ventriculis fuit reperta, in hydrocephalo etiam magis. 

«¢ In cerebro hydropico 2113; inque ventriculis 1, 2, 3, 
2 . 3 2 . Ay > . is v4 s . 
“¢ 4, 9,13, libras reperio vifas effe. Libre 4. %xj. im facco 


«* a cerebro faéto. Caput ob aquam in ventriculis colleétam 


ha 
nw 


adulti, capiti equale.” 


“* Aqua fuit inventa in phrenicico ad [f,ij. in maniaeo ftu- 


a 
«. 


' pido, cephalalgia, delirio, epileptico. Ingenium ei eft ge- 


‘* Jatinofum, 


a 
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with a celerity equal to its tranfmiffion from 
the arteries. 


11. Thus congeftion may fucceed congef- 
tion; but as the parts diftending or diftend- 
ed meet with an infuperable refiftance from 
the bones of the adult fcull clofely furround- 
ing them, all the effects common to membra-_ 
nous diftention may be comprehended ; as irrt- 
tation, inflammation, or a quicker circulation 
in the part, dilatation, pain, convulfions, com- 
preffion, ftupor, lethargy, death, 


If the fluids of the whole body, or of me 
head in particular, had been timely diminifhed 
-in many of thofe cafes where death enfued from 


“4 Jatinofum, affufo acore minerali, aut vini fpiritu aut igne in 


‘¢ membranas coit. Hewfonus coagulabilem effe negat.”” 


Caufe funt glandularum obftru€tiones. Tumores aquoi 
vifi; fpina bifidain lumbis, in occipite, infronte, collo, dorfa, 
‘jumbis frequenter, peétore, offe facro. 

Spina bifida rarior eft morbus in adulto homine; medulla 


tamen fpinalis aqua tumens vifa eft. 


I have feen a few inftances of the /pina bifida, and ane, a 
very remarkable cafe, in an infant, whofe mother I attended 
in labor jn the yeari1769. The medulla fpinalis was laid bare 
by a kind of fiffure, from the pofterior pracefs of one of the 
Jumbar vertebra being wanting. The child lived a month, had 
the ufe of its lower extremities; but on the thirtieth day died 
convulfed, 1 gave this preparation to my friend, and precepe 
tor in midwifery, the late Dr. Colin Mackenzie, of St. Sayi- 
eur’s church yard. 


Bb 3 convell- 
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-convulfions, does it not appear rational to every 
refleCting and candid phyfician that thofe fatal 
effects might have been, in many inftances, 
prevented ? — If there were not a great quantity 
of blood for the heart and arteries to force up 
to the brain and its‘ membranes, thofe parts 
could not be irritated by turgency, though they 
might by the acrimonious quality of the blood; 
but this being corrected by mild alteratives and 
regimen, the convulfive motions would ceafe *. 


In all convulfive diforders, then, let a ftrict 
dry regimen be obferved ; which certainly di- 
minifhes the quantity of fluids in the whole 
human body: but this neglected, all medical 
prefcription will prove feeble or ineffectual. 


It is not only neceffary to obferve a dry diet 
during the cure of maniacal and conyulfive dif- 
eafes, but the fame mode which cures fhould 
be continued through life by tholfe who wifh to 

"prevent a relapfe of thofe melancholy, grievous, 
and frightful diforders. 


It may be obferved, that many eat, and par- 
ticularly drink, much more than the conftitution. 
requires. People in health may indulge their 
appetites, perhaps, without immediate mifchief ; 
but, in difeafes, patients fhould fubmit to the 
regimen moft adapted to their complaints, or 


* When the air is moift and cold, the human fluids are 
augmented ; when dry and hot, decreafed. 


they 


* 
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- they unjuftly cenfure medicine for a failure in 
its curative attempts. 

In chronic complaints, a. due regimen will 
perform much more without medicine than a 
load of remedies without an exact regimen. 
This is afferted from above thirty years atten- 
tive ebfervation, in as full medical practice as — 
ever occupied the attention of any fingle phy-. 
fician*. The difficulty medicine labors under 
in gaining an afcendency over patients, to ac- 
quire a ftri€t compliance in what regards diet, 
though even for their own. benefit; is well 
known, and too often experienced: it made a_ 
very refpectable phyfician declare in his writings 
that every fick nerfon had a right to kill him- 
felf after his own fancy.’ It is, however, the 
duty of medicine to apprife irregular patients 
of the confequences of their mifconduct in the 
-moft folemn and humane manner: it may cer-’ 
tainly advife, though it cannot enforce its ufe- 


ful precepts. ; 


~ Maniacal or chronical convulfions are not at. 
tended with fever, heat, nor thirft; therefore 
large portions of drinks are not requifite. If, 


* Patients, who difregard all prefcribed regimen, are apt 
to examine how phyficians diet themfelves, ' In perfect health, 
an exaét regimen is neither neceflary in food nor drink ; it 
would be very ftrange to expect phyficians fhould diet theme 
felves becaufe their patients are fick. 


: Bb 4 from 
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from the rigid dry regimen, a ftrong defire for 
‘more drink fhould be excited in the mind than 
fhould be reafonably allowed, the mind being 
unpelled and direéted to a-new defirable object, 
may be diverted from thofe mental perturba 
tions which have occafioned the infane fymp- 
toms, by which the mental caufes may, in 
time, be greatly diminithed, or, perhaps, to- 
Aally obliterated. Stronger ideas from bodily 
- fenfations enfeeble or exterminate, pro tempore, 
the weaker or more moderate. Cutting or 
burning excite a ftronger emotion in the mind 
than itching or feratching; acute pains, than 
obtufe. 

From all which may be inferred, indepen- 
dent of other important circumftances, that a 
diminifhed portion-of liquid aliment may not 
only ftrike at the root of difeafes arifing from 
diftention, but likewife, as far as the foul is 
concerned, introduce a new obje& for the 
mind’s attention, inftead of that which gave 
birth to its alienation, 

It appears rational, from the anatomical facts, 
that the due intercourfe between the foul, brain, — 
and nerves, is evidently interrupted by diften- 
tion of yeffels and cellular ftruéture of mem- 
branes, or acrimony irritating or compreffing 
the foft pulpy ftru€ture of the medul llary and 
cortical fubftance compofing the brain and its 
membranous parts. 

| The 
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The medullary and cortical fubftance being 
irritated by acrimony, or comprefled by the 
diftention of veffels, cellular ftructure, or by a 
plenitude of their fine fluids transfufed through 
their minuteft parts, they cannot receive the 
regular impreffions of the foul, nor convey fuch 
impreffions to the nerves or moving mutcles. 


Involuntary mufcular contractions are excited, 
or mufcies become rigid, from an over excites 
ment of the nervous influence and arterial ine 
flux, or from an increafed or diminifhed power 
of the vires mufculorum infite. 


The caufes that exiftin the brain may extend 
to the nervous filaments, their medullary and 
vafcular ftructure in all. parts, and produce 
inordinate or irregular effects: in the brain, 
mental diftraétion ; in the mufcles, involuntary 
actions, or convulfive motions. 


Diminifhing the quantity of fluids, or cor- 
recting the vitiated acrid quality of the blood, 
are the grand curative objects : thefe defirable 
ends, evacuants, abftinence, or correcting me- 
tallic alteratives, frequently effect, 


In whatever point of view the theory may 
appear, it may be aiierted, from long prattical 
experience, that the modes of treatment in con- 
wulfed difeafes, refulting from the antecedent 
reflections, have, in numerous inftances, fuc- 

| ceeded : 
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ceeded : this certainly is the moft important ob- 
ject iw medicine. “Steul poie Ay 


A variety of experiments, proofs, and argue 
ments might be ftill adduced to fupport thefe 


—dotrines; but they will appear in the Schola 


Medicine with greater propriety, - 


After thefe general doctrines concerning clo- 
nic convulfions, the particular fpecies may be 
introduced ; the treatment of which will be 
eafily conceived from what has been already 
mentioned, | 


Of ihe cereal Convulfion, or Convulfio cerealis. 


The cereal convulfion is a fingular diforder of 
tne fpafmodic convulfive kind, not common to 
this country, but mentioned by Cartheufer un- 
der the denomination of convulfio cercalis, from 
the peculiar tingling and formication perceived 
in the arms and legs ; motus [pafmodicus vagus, 
by Hoffman; and in German it is called krie- 
belkrankheit, or krampfsucht, of which a learned 
treatife has been publifhed by Dr. Buddzus, 


The difeafe is defcribed in the following 
manner : | 


A laffitude is firft felt in the limbs, a heavy 
gricvous pain in the head, an oppreffion of the 
precordia 
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| 
precordia and anxiety; then follow twitch- 
ings or /ubfulius fpafiiet in the fingers or feet, 
fometimes in one, fometimes the other fide, 
with a moft troublefome fenfe of formication, 
In progrefs of time the diforder proceeds to all 
the fuperior and inferior extremities ; the trunk 
of the body itfelf is invaded with a particular 
ftricdture in the mufcles, contortion of the — 
limbs, and painful rigidity. There are like- 
wife vomitings from the irritating caufes acting 
in primis viis; cardialgia, tormina, voracity, © 
dilatation of the pupils, and not unfrequently 
an excretion of worms; dry gangrene, &c. 


The difeafe invades with a fudden and great 
lofs cf ftrength, or profratio virium, which 
fhews the penetrating, poifonous, and feptic 
or putrid-tending quality of the caufes, 


After the prefling fymptoms have been fub- 
dued, there always remained a very great debi- 
lity in the limbs, fo that the patients hardly 
were able to walk or to fland upright on their 
legs. . 

The diforder is fometimes folved by fweats, 
or a diarrhoea; but moft commonly it deftroys 
life by apoplexy, epilepfy, delirium, atrophia, 
or by an internal mortification. It not unfre- 
quently terminates in madnefs, ftupor, palfy, 
or obfcurity or lofs of vifion from a gutra /e- 

rend. 


380 A TREATISE ON 


rena. Some fuffer a relapfe*; others recover. 
It is endemical in fome places; but more a ru- 
tal than urbanical diforder, which {pares nei- 
ther age nor fex, but principally infefts chil- 
dren. Some phyficians account it epidemic 
and contagious ; others not: what Hippocrates 
affirms, Galex denies, according as they pere 
ceive things differently. Every phyfician may 
ftudy and practife phyfic; but every phyfician 
does not equally poffefs powers of difcernment 
and judgement to diftinguith with accuracy : 
hence fo many contradi¢tory opinions on the 
fame fubjects. Moderate abilities are com- 
mon; fuperior mental faculties {carce : but ex. 


* Anatomical diffeéions after death. 


Vefica fellea magna, plena, bilis copia in venis gaftricis 
loco fanguinis, inflammationes eryfipelatodes hinc inde in fu- 

perficie pulmonum, hepatis, lienis, ventriculi, inteftinorum, 
" mucrone cordis. 


Quod ultimum phanomenon de catftica jndole hujus fru- 
mentacei veneni fatis fuperque teftatur, quum ex plurityn ve- 


nenorum affumptorum effeétu idem fepiffime confequatur. 


Ex obfervatis: Brunnerianis conftat corpora hominum boc 
morbo correptorum jam durante affeétu fpbacelofa reddi coe- 
_ piffe: unde fepulturam mortuorum, non citra pregnantes ra- 
tiones urgendam fuadet, ne corruptio ifta fphacelofa colliqua- 
tione fua cfiluvia latius per agra diffundat & in contagiofam ins 
dolem convertat. 


From hence it appears how ferioufly Brunner confidered the 
difeafe and its putrid confequences, wien he could be fo foli- 
citous to have the dead, as foon as pofflible, buricd. 


traordinary 
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traordinary genius as feldom appears in medi- 
cine as in the fine arts of poetry, painting, and 
fculpture. 

The diforder, however, is not epidemical : 
for opulent people, who are not neceffitated to 
eat {poiled cora, never experience its attack, 
though whole villages of the poor are fuffering 
at the fame time and place from its ‘dreadful 
devaftation *, 


The 


* Wepferus, de affeétibus capitis, p, 566. 

** Marcus M. ex pago Ebner menfe Septembris 1693, paf= 
< fus eft morbum convulfivum, quem vocant Kriebelfucht; 
tunc in hoc pago epidemium, qui adhuc non paucos affligit z 
non pepercit pueris, puellis, feminis aut viris, adultis aut 
** fenibus. Incipit cum fenfu formicationis in manibus & pes 
dibus. fequitur fpafmus flatulentus : caput quibufdam dolet, 
‘< aliis non valde. In principio V. S. adhibent, quibufdam 
“‘illa morbum precavit: Marcum non juvit. Poft princi- 
plum vere manus & pedes convelluntur valde, ut ejulare 
“* & exclamare cogantur. Quidam delirant fine convulfioni- 
** bus. Uxor Marci valde doluit in capite 8& deliravit, non 
‘* tamen convellebatur. Duravit paroxyfmus per dies 14 dia 


‘* tamen mentem non recuperavit, &c. &c: 


“* Caufam adicripferunt Pagi incole feu uredini feu uftila- 
** gini frumentorum, quum ante annum ros melleus frequena 
*« ter fruomenta oblinens, ob lentorem attaétis {picis adhefe- 
‘* rit digitis: femina forinfecus nigricabant, intus candebant, 
** & multum nihilominus farine fuppeditabant. Ob annona 
‘* caritatem femina nigra non feparabat Marcus ifle & aliia fano 


“« frumento, reputantes nullum damnum allaturum, &c. &c. 
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The caufes of this difeafe, have occafioned 
contentions amongft different phyficians. Many 
attribute its origin to recent rye, bad bread, of 
corrupt, mildewed, rufty wheat. Many deny 
thofe. caufes ; becaufe fome few eat rye in thofe 
places voracioufly without injury, particularly 
people who cleanfe their grain: this, accord+ 
ing to my reafoning, is a very fuperficial ob- 
jetion, and fcarcely merits refutation. If fome 
efcape the contagion in the {mall pox, it is no 
proof that the diforder is not contagious: nor 
is it a truth that Goulard’s extract is not a poi- 
fon, becaufe one gentleman drank two ounces, 
and yet, by timely affiftance, recovered. Many, 
again, attribute humid and coldair to bethe caufe 
_ of thefe fingular convulfions, joined with eating 
unripe, new, or unwholefome corn; amonegtt 


«6 In autumno tunc morbus hic convulfivus erat epidemius 
~ € in Gravenhanfen, ubi quinque homines mortui funt terribili 
“ genere mortis, nam a motu conyulfivo caput ad latus aut 
6€ yetrorfum trahente & diu durante, livefcebant & fuffoca 
‘¢ bantur. Lenxkirch, Grunwald, in Capell, ubi 150 hoc 
6¢ malo affiGti numerabaitur.”” Wepferus. 


Grana hujus corrupti fecalis venenato fali fubtili cauftico, 
* fulphuri ejus vifcofo inherenti, deberi videntur, quod peculiari 
plane ratione in nervofas partes 3s eae fevitiamque fuam ex- 


ercet. Hoffman. 
Brunner has obferved gangrenes to have happened. 


Muller has written a differtation which is amongft the D:/- 
putationes practic, Halleri. 
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which is too great an abundance of -doliam te- 
—miulenium. Others think feurvy, gout,’ a. vi- 


tiated fancy, worms, an acrimony of; lyniph, 
faburra of the inteftines, or violent percufiion, 
to be the caufes. It is. produced in autumn in 
the harveft time, or foon after ; in {pring it is 
mitigated, and in fummer entirely ceafes, ss 

By accurate obfervation it has been difeos 
vered, 


1. That wherever that convulfive twitching 
diforder has prevailed, the inhabitants all faid 
that the radigo had been in the grain. 


2. That thofe who ufed old wholefome erain 
in their bread were never troubled with that 
difeafe; but thofe alone who were obliged, for 
want of better, to ufe the new grain, were. ats 
tacked immediately after the harveft was reaps 
ed, if they had employed that mufty grain in 
their diet. | we : 

3- The rich, and all who could afford good 
aliment, efcaped the, ravages of the difeafe 
but the poor, and all thofe who chiefly fubfifted 
upon bad bread, fuffered principally at fuch 
time. | iat . 

4. When the harveft had been got ia, the 
difeafe made its appearance in the fhape of an 
acute ficknefs, and afterwards mitigated into a 
chronic difeafe, with milder fymptoms. 


+ 5. It 
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g. It was obferved that the gravid fwine mif- 
carried by being fed on that fpoiled grain; and 
thofe corrupt and dufty grains put in milk kil- 
led the flies. 


6. A man, out of pure curiofity, chewed 
fome of thofe corrupt grains, which produced 
pains in his limbs, of which he could not get 
cured but by feveral dejections. 


7. The bread and flour of the rufty corn 
has 2 difagreeable flavor and tafte, turns the 
ftomach; fo that nolYody would eat it, except 
poor people out of necefhity, and for want of 
better. 


The hiftory of the difeafe, the times of its 
attack, and total ceffation, clearly prove that 
thefe convulfions arife from the effects of un- 
ripe, vitiated, or new corn, producing mephi- 
tic air, or acrimony, and aéting with fufficient 
energy on the ftomach and inteftines to produce, 
by the fympathy and irritability of the par va- 
gum, intercoftal, and other nerves, all the ef- 
feéts obierved *. 
; The 


* Wot alone the corn, wheat, rye, &c., are affected by 
the rubigo ot mildew, but other plants and trees alfo, as Ra- 
mazzini, an Jtalian phyfician, witnefleth, in thefe following 
words : 

“© Non folum cereales opes abfumft hac peftis, fed omne etiam 
6 fubjidium, quod pomifer autumnus folet fuggerere, faftulit:” 
and adds farther, “* Uvarum quoque proveatus ob candem cau- 

“ fam 
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The unripe or. vitiated corn, eaten among ft ~ 
the poor of thofe countries where there is a 
, fcarcity of meat, produces a corrupted, flatu- 
hi lent, and acrimonious digeftion ; mephitic air, 
- &c., vellicating the nervous parts of the fto- 


mach. i 
7 The vitiated food digefted in the ftomach 
d paffing to the duodenum, produces air and a 


vitiated chyle. 


’ 
/ * ° * ; ® ° oe 

; A fharp acrimonious chyle, with vitiated air, 
j enters the lacteal veffels, and conveys the mor- 
h . 

| bid effects to the blood. 


‘* fam nin nifi parcifimus previdebatur”’ Yn another place ~ 
he fays, ‘ Rubigo pefimus omunium frugum morbus eft paulatim 
& augefcens, frumenta & omnia legumina, fed prefertim fa- 


“© bas occupavit, neque folum in locis humidioribus ubi compu- 
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f ¢ truerant, fed & in editioribus.” 
. But there are other contrary obfervations, that the rxdbige - 
| has not affected other plants or trees, fo as to caufe any infas 


[ lubrity on their products. 


- 


When the rubigo has attacked the corn, the feafon has been 
obferved always wet, at the time when the grain was forming, 
after the falling of the bloflom; the fpoiled grain was morti- 
fied, loft its vegetative power, and, by the confequent putri- 
dity, turned the contained vegetal earth into a noxious, une 
wholefome powder, which, when made into bread, and ufed 
as an aliment, worked as a cauftic poifon in the body of thofe 
who eat fuch bread. It has been obferved, that thofe who 


, b * 


ufed good wholefome bread were free from that difeafe. » 


Ce The 
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The blood, being rendered acrimonious, acts 
as fiimulion the medullary and vafeular parts of 
nerves; and by fympathy irritates the whole 
nervous fyftem, acting partially or generally on 
mufcular parts, &c. 

Independent of the morbific changes pro- 
duced in the blood circulating through the 
whole arterial, venal fyftem, or changes in the 
lymph circulating in the lymphatics, the force 
of fharp or putrid-tending ftimuli on the fto- 
mach and inteftines is fufficient to produce all 
the effects obfervable in the convulfio cerealis. 
By analogy this is proved; for wind, worms, 
acrid remedies, or poifons acting on the fto- 
mach or inteftines, without proving fatal, throw 
various parts, or the whole body into ftrong 
convulfions. 


The cure of this diforder requires, 
1, An abftinence from the vitiated corn. 


2. The removal of the irritating caufes in 
the ftomach and inteftinal canal. 


3. The appeafing the convulfive or fpafmo- 
‘dic fymptoms. 

4. The invigorating the habit, fo as to pre- 
vent or refift the putrid-tending difpofition of 
the fluids or moift cold air. 


As, in general, the difeafe has a putrid ten- 
_ dency, 
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dency, which proves that the blood is contami- 
nated; bleeding, except in great plethora, ro- 
buftnefs, youth, and floridity, fhould be avoided. 


The ftomach and inteftines fhould be tho- 
roughly emptied, both by cathartics and cly- 
fters, on the firft appearance of the difeafe ; 
afterwards, if there be the leaft tendency to a 
putrefactive difpofition, purging violently would 
be injurious, if not dangerous. From the vio- 
lence and rapidity of the difeafe, the firft efforts 


of medicine fhould be direéted to remove the 


irritating caufes in the ftomach and inteftines ; 
but it fhould be recollected the poor people 
who fuffer are not very robuft from the pover- 
ty and impurity of their food. Stomachs ac- 
cuftomed to a vegetable or farinaceous diet in 
fwampy, moift fituations, feldom bear, with- 
out injury, draftic purgatives ; yet they fhould 
be fufficiently powerful to cleanfe the inteftines 
eee 


ose? k.. Calomel. ppt. gr. vj. 

Extract. cathart. 3fs. M. f. pilule No. vj. 
quarum capiat }. fecunda vel tertia quaque 
hora, donec alvus bene refpondeat, fuper- 
bibendo coch. ij. mifturz fequentis. 


Wo.97. BR. Infuf. fen. Zivfs. 
) Crem. tart. Zifs. 
Tind, fen. Zifs. M. f. miftura. 


Cc 2 No. 98. 
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No.98 R.. Ag. pur. tepid. Zvjfs. 


Sal, amar, cathart. 31s. 

Ol. olivar, 3). 

Tin. facr. Zfs. M. f. enema, pro re nata 
injiciendum. 


For the debilitated, females, or children, 
lefs powerful cathartics are neceffary. Infu- 
fions of fena and cremor tartar, eleétuarium le- 

~nitivum and cremor tartar, lac fulphuris and 
magnefia, rhubarb and cremor tartar, manna 
and oil, oleum Ricini, &c., may be adminifter- 

ed; but it fhould be obferved that the intefti- 

. hal canal is to be, at all events, effectually de- 


terged. 


If the irritating air, extracted hte the fati- 
naceous fubftances, fhould inflate the ftomach 
or inteftines, occafioning fpafms, pains, hic- 
cups, Or eructations, it fhould be correéted or 
neutralifed by volatile alkali, with vinous fpi- 
rits and fome medicated water. 


No.g9. R. Sp. volat. ammoniac. 3jfs. 
— lavend. c. 3s. 
Aq. menth. vulg. fimp. 3vfs. M. f. mittura, 
de qua capiat coch. ij. tertia vel quarta 
quaq. hora. f, 
Or, 
No. 100, Ri. Sp. lavend. c. Bigs 
— volat, ammon. 3fs, M. cujus capiat Zije 
“ fecunda, tertia vel quarta quaque hord in 
coch. 11}. infuf. zingiberis. 


_ 
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If it may be deemed neceflary to keep the in- 
teftines lax, infufion of fena and fpirituous tinc- 
ture of rhubarb may anfwer the purpofe better 
than purgative falts, which laft are certainly 
improper in diforders that have a putrid ten- 
dency. 


The foregoing plans having deterged the in- 
teftines, or corrected the irritating caufes, the 
allaying the convulfive twitchings or involun- 
tary motions, if they continue, becomes the 
next object. 


Nitre and camphor, in feverith inflammatory 
cafes, are excellent; but nitre would be impro- 
per in putrid-tending fymptoms, or in debili- 
ty: camphor in large dofes is proper in all 
cafes of convulfion. 


Fetid medicines, with thofe that excite per- 
{piration, are the moft effeCtual for this purpofe. 


No.1o1. R. Gum. affafeetid. Dij. folve in 
Julep. ecamphor. Zviij. 
‘Tart. emet, gr. j. folve et f. miftura, cujus 
fumat. éoch. ij. tertia quague hora. 


Solutions of myrrh, fagapenum, olibanum, 
&c., inftead of affafcetida, may be ufed accord- 
ing to circumftances and conflitutions; but 
their antifpafmodic effects fhould be direéted 
by antimony as much as poffible to the furface 
of the bady, in order to excite perfpiration. 


uc. 3 he Ss 8: 
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1. The irritating air, extricated from tke im- 
"pure farinaceous fubftances in digeftion, enters 
the lacteals with a fharp impure chyle. 


2. The vitiated air and chyle mix with the 
blood. . 

3. The injurious air, by its elafticity and fors - 
cible action, difcharged from the minuteft 
mouths of arteries, enters and expands, and ir- 
ritates the minuteft cavernous cavities of the 
tela cellulofa, fimilar to the emphyfema from 
putrefactive or other caufes. | 


4. The fela cellulofa is interfperfed not only 
amongft the interftices of mufcles, but even 
between the moft minute mufcular fibres, as far 
as the eye of microfcope can carry their exa- 
minations. 

5. A vapor or moift air is always exhaling 
from the mouths of arteries into the moft mi- 
nute cellular cavities of the tela cellulofa, t 
moiften the parts and render mufcular cael 
and attrition imperceptible to the fenfes, eX+ 
cept in difeafe. 


6. This air or vapor becoming mephitic or 
acrid, prefles and irritates, like artificial ftimu- 
li, the mufcular fibres deftined to voluntary ac- 
tion, and caufes convulfions, pains, &c., by af- 
fecting the nervous fyftem. 

i Le evacuation of this air, without wea- 

kening 


otek tee” ee 
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kening the habit, is moft likely to be affccted 


by generating and continuing perfpiration. 


In perfpiration a moift air or vapor exhales ; 
when this air or vapor is vitiated, acrid, or cor- 
rupt in the tela cellulofa of mufcles, what can 
be more rational than to promote its expulfion ? 
therefore James’s powder, tartarum emeticum, 
or any antimonial preparation, in fmall dofes, 
joined with antifpafmodics, as camphor, &c., 
are moft effectual caufe-removing remedies, as 
far as perfpiration can promote thofe falutary 
purpofes. : | 

Diuretics, as the fp. nitri dulcis, fal. diure- 
ticus, may be proper; the former may be united 
with every thing the patient drinks. 


Oily frictions, recommended by the German 
and Swifs writers, are objectionable; for they 
would prevent, ina great meafure, the expul- 
fion of the morbific irritating vapors through 
the external pores. 


If there be delirium, ftupor, atonia, debi- 
lity, and a low pulfe, or other fymptoms re- 
quiring ftimulants, blifters may be applied to 
the arms, legs, and back. How far blifters 
have been ufeful in evacuating ferum has not 
yet been determined: but as the telg cellulofa 
of mufcles communicates all through the body, - 


an evacuation from continual blifters, in cafes 


i.G<d 3 ‘moft 
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moft approaching to infenfibility or torpidity, 
feems a very rational practice. 

The appeafing the violent, acute, mufcular 
diftractions having been effected, by emptying 
the inteftinal canal, and evacuating the irritay 
ting acrid fluids vellicating the mufcular fibres, 
by perfpiration and diuretics, the next indica- 
tion, according to the fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe, is to refift the putrefactive tendency of 
the vifcera or fiuids. 


For thefe purpofes, antifeptic laxatives of 
fena and tamarinds, cremor tartar and rhubarb, 
with more active purges occafionally to prevent 
the lodgment of any putrid-tending particles 
of matter in the ftomach or inteftines ; for their 
abforption by the laéteals may eafily contami- 
nate and fpread their baneful influence to all 
the fluids of the body. Thus the effeéts of the 
difeafe may become a frefh caufe, producing 
more dangerous confequences than the original 
convulfions. This frequently happens to chil- 
dien in mefenteric fevers, and can only be cured 
by thoroughly and repeatedly evacuating the. 
_ftomach and inteftines of any flime or other - 
pernicious particles *. ibeste 7 


Ths 


Children’s fevers are moft frequently excited and pro 
tracted by the abforption of pernicious particles from their fa- 
rinaceous food, or by glandular mefenteric obftrudtion pre- 

| venting 


$s 
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a The bark, camphor, myrrh, fagapenum, oli- 
. banum, valerian, and fnakeroot, the vitriolic 

acids, or any other approved antifeptic and an- 
-,  tifpafmodic, conjointly prefcribed, are the moft 
effectual modes of correcting or preventing the 
putrid-tending difpofition of this extraorditiary 
convulfed difeafe. 

Though the diforder itfelf is certainly not 
contagious, yet when the air is moift, and pu- 
tridity exhales from putrefaétive vegetables or 
difeates, putrid low fevers may not only be ge- 
nerated, but likewife communicated. 


Thus this convulfed affection may have been 
: econfidered infectious, when it was only acci- 
dentally united with putrid-tending difeafes, 
s in feafons of the year, and in low moift places, 
Bs, where they moft commonly predominate. | 


This convulfio cerealis, though not common 
in this country, where the poor have whole- 
| fome bread, and greater plenty of animal food 
than perhaps in any other; yet it may be of 
great confequence in diet to have the pureft 
corn, and to have all that is foreign accurately 
examined, left with the grain direful difeafes 
may be imported. ae 


venting the conveyance of a healthful chyle: this many of 
my diffeétions indifputably prove. See Treatife on Difeafes of 
Children. %3 ¥ te i 
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To enforce a due obfervation in the fele&ting 
and cleaning corn for the purpofes of life, be- 
longs more to the Legiflature than phyticians. 


' St. Vitu's’s Dance. 


This diforder fometimes affects young fe- 
males, and is differently defcribed by authors. 


The mufcles of the limbs are diftorted, and _ 


thrown involuntarily into various eyrated or 
circular directions : the mufcles of the face or 
eyes are convulfed, and the countenance gene- 
rally conveys evident marks af bodily indifpo- 
fition. ! 


The tmmediate caufes are, an involuntary con- 


traction or convulfion of particular mufcles ex- 
citing irregular motion. 


The remote caufes are, nervous affections, or 
irritation from acrimony, efforts to menftruate, 
or difficult irregular menfes, worms, plethora, 
imanition, &c. 

The cure muft be accommodated to the 
caufes; cathartics, aloetics, mercurials, mine- 
ral alteratives, bark, fteel, cold bath, air, ex- 
ercile, frictions, &c., and a dry diet, are, un- 
der different circumftances, ufeful. 

The general remedies are, cortex Peruvianus, 
pilula Ruf, and fmall dofes of calomel; At- 
thiops mineral, Plummer’s pill, cinnabar and 
valerian root powdered, camphor, affafeetida, 

oleum 


ta} 
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oleum cajaput, cardamine, flores xinci ; chaly- 
beates, as rubigo ferri preparata, tinélura florum 
martialium, fal. martis, &c.; anthelmintics ; 


cold. bath, and proper diet, aloetic evacuants 


with cremor tartar, frequently expedite the 
cure. 


Epilep fy. 

The epilepfy has been fo copioufly treated, 
under the pafio byfterica epileptica, that little 
more on the fubject is neceflary. 

In the epilepfy, the patient fuddenly lofes 
the power of commanding the mutfcles, falls 
proftrate, and 1s convulfed, with a lofs of the 
fenfes. a 

The diforder is hereditary, fymptomatic, 
idiopathic, or accidental. 


The cau/es and proguoftics are the fame a as con~ 
vulfions in general, and the treatment requires 
fimilar remedies. | 


An hereditary epilepfy, or if it happen to 
adults, is frequently incurable, without the 
exacteft dry regimen and proper remedies. Af- 
ter a perfon has once labored under the diforder, 
on affeétions of the mind, fupprefled evacua- 
tions, colds, &c., it frequently returns. 

The exciting caufes are infinite in folids and 
fluids, from various ftimuli acting on feveral 
parts. OS; ie 
Tn 
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In the folids occur frequently lefions of the 
brain, tumors, compreffions, ftones in the kid- 
“mies, gall bladder, urine bladder, or irritations 
of the uterus, &c. | 


In the fluids, plethora, cachochymia, puru-. 
lent or eruptive acrimony, venereal virus, acrid 
or vifcid lymph, extravafations and ftagna- 
tions in the brain, hydrocephalus, &c. 


Amongft the other caufes occur, achores, ti- 
nea, {mall-pox, fuppreffed diarrhoea, quickfil- 
ver found in the brain, worms, crudities, wind, 
-&c.,. in the ftomach and inteftines, cholics, . 
green excrements, &c. 


Befides thefe, acrid aliments, draftic medica- 
ments, poifons, too great an evacuation of 
blood, venus immodica, &c.; profound medita-, 
tions, pains, commotions of the mind, drun- 
kennefs, fudden frights and furprifes from terri- 
fying unexpected founds, dreadful thunder, 
noife of fire-arms, infolation, faftibg, acrid ex- 
halations or vapors; dread from nurfes igno- 
rantly toffing infants with vehemence, or the 
anger of a wet nurfe, has caufed epileptic fits 
to the child; pregnancy, fuddenly chilling the 
body when heated, &c. 

The cure comprehends the treatment during 
the paroxy{m and intervals of the fits. 

In the fit great care fhould be taken left the 
head be injured by contufions againft the floor ; 

ae 6the 
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the arms and legs fhould be prevented from 
contorfions, being firmly held by the affiftants 
in a gently extended pofition ; the hands fhould 


be retained open, and, if poffible, the mouth 


fhould be prevented from firmly clofing by a 
{mall handkerchief or a moderate-fized pack- 
thread placed between the teeth, the dextes mo- 
fares, in particular: by thefe means the tongue 
cannot receive injury, which has fometimes 
been bitten quite through by the increafed in- 
voluntary power of the temporal, digaftricus, 
&c., mufcles, 


A foft bed is the beft fituation for any perfon 
while in the epileptic fit, and the head fhould 
be elevated, for the violent convulfions are tefs 
likely to injure or contufe the body than when 
on the floor, &c. # : 

During 


* <A very extraordinary cafe of the epilepfy taggened 
while I praétifed furgery in 1769. 


Mr. R., picture-frame maker in Holborn, near Red-liok 


‘Street, had been many years fubje& to epileptic fits, He 


had taken various remedies under the direction of the moft ce« 
jebrated phyficians, but the diforder baffled every attempt of 
cure. 


The patient, defpairing of relief from regular praftitioners, 
was recommended to a famous advertifing empiric, who, with- 
out hefitation, undertook the cure, with the moft folemn af. 


furances of fuccefs. Some remedy was given three times a 


day, a tea-fpoonful of drops in water. I was attending 


Mrs, R., at the time, in fome complaint, and had curiofity 


2 to 
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During the paroxyfm or fit in plethoric.ha- 
bits bleeding may be prefcribed; but in the 
pallid, 


to look at the filver fpoon, which was turned black and cor 
roded; from which I concluded fome fharp acid or cauftic 
preparation was given. The empiric never left the bottle; 


therefore it was impoffible to analyfe the medicine. 


After this remedy had been taken a confiderable time, I was 
called, with the moft earneft folicitude, to vifit the patient, 


who, the meffenger informed me, had broke his thigh in bed. 


On examining the thigh, I found the os femoris obliquely 
fractured, and the fharp points of the bone, about four inches 
below the trochanter major, pointed outwardly, through the 
fafcia lata, adeps, and fkin. 

Upon the clofeft inquiry of all the family prefent, no doubt 
remained, if their account might be credited, of the thigh 
bone having been thus broke by the force of the convulfed 
mufcles, although the patient was kept firm in a foft bed by 
firong affifants, who had attended on many prior fits, and 


therefore accuftomed to the bufinefs. 


One of the affiftants prefent to afift the reduction of the 
fracture was Dr. Huber, of Great Wild Street, whom I had 
known, in 1764, when he attended at Guy’s Hofpital ; the 
other afliftant was Mr. W. Duff, one of my pupils in mid- 
wifery and anatomy at the time I gave le€tures, who is now 
a furgeon in His Majefty’s fervice. | 

This fingular cafe required reflection : there feemed three 
circumftances requifite to be particularly attended, 

1. To reduce the fracture. . 

2. To retain the limb and body fo firmly after the fracture 
‘was reduced, as to fecure it againft the violence of future cone 


wulfions. 
3. To 


Syren 
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pallid, debilitated, or patients fuperabounding 
with ferum, this operation fhould be avoided. 
Fetid 


3+ To diminifh or prevent the force of the-fits themfelves 


while the callus was forming. 


The redu€tion of the fra€ture was accomplifhed in the 
ufual manner, by extenfion, and bringing the ends of the 
fractured part in.oppofition :; on which the ufual bandage was 


placed, leaving an opening to drefs the contufed wound. 
s) 


The retention of the limb againft the force of future con- 
vulfions was effetted by an apparatus of my own invention for 
this fingular cafe: it confifted of long, narrow laths, about a 
quarter of an inch thick, and three quarters of an inch broad, 
fmoothly plained, and rounded at the edges, to prevent uneafy 
or fharp compreffion. Three laths were placed on the infide 
of the thigh, from near the /zguex to beyond the fole of the 
foot; three longer laths were likewife placed on the outfide of’ 
the thigh: they reached above the upper margin or fpine of 
the 7/7um, and extended beyond the bottom of the foot. The. 
laths were all fecured together at equal diftances, above and 
below, by means of a broad tape, and on the parts wherever 
compreffion. or fri€tion were likely to be confiderable, coms 
preffes of foft tow, covered with fine linen, were placed under 
the laths. The leg, thigh, and foot, were thus fecured. 
Strong napkins were placed round the body, acrofs the fupe- 
rior part of the cheft, under the arms, in the direCtion of each 


axilla, and fecured to the upper poft of the bed: another was 


fecured to the wood work at the middle of the bed, running 


acrofs the inferior part of the abdomen: a third encompafied 
both feet near the ancles, and was firmly attached to the foot 
poft of the bedftead. TThefe ligatures were thus placed and 
faftened to prevent, if poffible, the convulfions from difuni- 
ting the bones, retarding the generation of the callus, or 
breaking the ca//us recently formed. 


In 
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» Fetid remedies, as aflafoctida, fagapenum, 
volatiles, &c., for the pallid; camphor, vale- 
rian, 
Yn order to diminifh the force of the fits while the callus 
was forming, the patient was bled, abftinence from liquids was 
ordered, and the cool, antiphlogiftic regimen prefcribed, with 
mild antifpafmodics of camphor, valerian, gentle diaphore~ — 
tics, &c. 
In a few days the convulfions returned, and the new-formed 
callus, notwithftanding the methods adopted, was injured, 
though not in a very great degree. 


In about three or four months after this extraordinary acci- 
dent the bones had re-united ; the patient was able to walk 
‘with the affiftance of a ftick and crutch; the fractured leg be- 
ing a little fhortened, a high-heeled fhoe was directed to fup- 
ply the defect: | 


Some few months after I vifited the patient, who feemed 
very chearful; but in my prefence, while drinking tea, was 
feized again with an epileptic fit, accompanied with very firong 
‘convulfions, in which the arms and legs were thrown into va- 
tious contortions, jerked, extended, and contra€ied with un- 
common violence and rapidity. The patient was feated in a 
large elbow child-bed chair, furrounded with foft cufhions and 
pillows. 


During the force of the fits, without the limbs touching any 
Shard fubftance whatever, a fudden crack was heard; the con- 
vulfions ceafed, and I prefently perceived that the thigh bone 
of the other leg was broke, without any wound or protrufion 
of the fraétured ends of the bone: in fhort, it was a com-- 
plete fimple fra€ture, about three inches below the trochanter 


minor of the os femoris. 


I mut confefs I doubted the former relation of the other 
thigh bone having been fractured in bed by no other violence 
than 


ad 
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rian, cold water, and evacuations, are proper 
for the florid and plethoric. Thefe muft be 
conducted according to circumftances, ) 


In the intervals of the. fits, the plans of 
cure fhould be directed to prevent their return. 
Thefe muft ever vary according to caufes, con- 
ftitutions, feafons of the year, age, fexes, cli- 
mate, modes of living, &c. 


The cardamine, or ladies /mock, orange leaves, 
and fuch like medicines, are frequently expe- 


than convulfions; but being prefent at this latter fcene, from 
the beginning to the accident of the frafture, I could no lon« 
ger doubt the truth of the former extraordinary fact. 


This fecond fraéture was reduced and fecured in a manner 
fimilar to the firft; and though convulfions frequently hap- 
pened during the time the callus was forming and obtaining its. 
proper hardnefs, yet the cure was effeéted in three or four 
months; but this laft leg was more crooked and fhorter than 
the former. The patient remained a cripple, but could walk 
with the fupport of crutehes; had, at different times, the cone 
vulfive fits, which were afterwards fucceeded by a gradual lofs 
of memory anda fpecies of fatuity, until death clofed the un- 


happy fcene. 


The moft earneft folicitation was made to open the body 
after death; but this not being agreeable to the family, ne 
opportunity was afforded of inveftigating the ftate of the 
brain, its appendages, the fractured parts, or mufcles, which 
were the only probable means of difcovering the true caufes of 


fuch extraordinary effects. 
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rienced very infufficient, as may be eafily con- 
ceived by reflecting on the appearances of the ef- 
fects found in the brain by anatoniical inquiries, 
&c., &c. A mountain cannot be moved by the 
force of a feather; nor the various caufes of 
the epilepfy by many of the reputed fpecifics. 

An extreme dry diet, evacuants of the mer- 
curial and powerful kind, change of air, and 
altering the diet; the regulating the fecretions 
and excretions; ferenity of mind; antiphlo- 
giftics, tonics, mineral alteratives, blifters, fe- 
tons, iffues, nitre, camphor, and faline purges ; 
bark, fteel, and vitriolic preparations, zinc, 
&c., &c., have all advantages in the cure of 
the epilepfy. The more judicious the applica- 
tion of thefe remedies are, fo much with greater 
reafon may fuccefs be expected. 


Salivation has in fome inftanees fucceeded ; 
in others fatled : in fhort, there is no fingle cu- 
rative plan adapted to the variety of caufes and 
parts affected ; therefore, caufes being firft invef- 
tigated, medicine fhould be prefcribed judici- 
oufly for their palliation or removal. It muft, 
however, be confeffed, that the difeafe is fre- 
quently incurable, even when the origin is well 
underftood, and the moft fkilful prefcriptions 
adminiftered, under the guidance of rational 
medicine. 


The 
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The aura epileptica is a moft curious phe- 
nomenon of difeafe, in which an irritated, 
wounded, or lightly compreffed nerve in the 
foot, hand, or writt, will gradually throw the 
whole body into ftrong convulfions. The pa- 
tient feels fomething afcending like an electric 
f{tream, in the direction of the nerve; or rather 
a kind of obtufe tingling or-flight titillation ; 
this gradually increafes in force ; the brain, its 
appendages, the medulla oblongata and fpina- 
lis, all become affected, and the whole body is 
thrown into the ftrongeft convulfions. This is 
a convincing proof of a¢tion, re-action, con- 
fent of parts, and energy in the nervous fyf{- 
tem. 


A {cratch or puncture in the wrift, foot, or 
tendinous aponeurofes, have produced univerfal 
convulfions, locked jaw, tetanus, and even 
death, in hot climates; to all which I have ad- 
miniftered the moft - efteemed remedies, but 
rarely with fuccefs. 


Strong compreffes in the direction of the 
nerve above the part affected with’ ligature, 
have prevented the paroxyfm ; dividing the 
nerves, if fmall and not interefting, nor belong- 
ing to more noble parts, or deftroying their 
connection with the other nerves, is more eli- 
gible, but feldom practicable; as the morbid 
part is commonly amongtt the tendons or ten- 
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dinous expanfions of the hand, wrift, ancle, or 
foot *. The general remedies fhould be the 
fame as in the other convulfive difeafes. 


Humid air, rain, thunder ftorms, CL, Ae 
hurtful to the epileptic ; as likewife all rich, 
over-generous or acrid food. Light diet, dry 
air, moderate exercife, amuféments, and chear- 
ful company, are beneficial. 


Spafmus cynicus, or eynie [pafm. 

The /pafmus cynicus, or Sardonic grin, is a 
convulfive affection of the mufcles of the face 
and lips on both fides, which involuntarity 
forces the mufcles of thofe parts into a {pecies 
of grinning diftortion. 

If one fide only be affeéted, the diforder is 
nominated fortura oris. 

When the mafleter, buccinator, temporal, 
nafal, and labial mufcles, are involuntarily ex- 
cited to action, or contorted by contraction or re- 
laxation, they form a {pecies of malignant fneer. 


It fometimes arifes from eating hemlock, or 


* J had acafe of this nature under my care, from a fcro- 
phulous caufe, lately, and ordered a dry diet, mineral altera- 
tives, &e., by which the patient was fo well, for many months, 
that he was confidered cured; but in this he was difappoint- 
ed: for, on returning to his ufual diet, and omitting the re- 


medies, the fymptoms returned equally violent. | 


other 


_ 


ra 
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other acrid poifons, or fucceeds an apoplectic 
ftroke, 


I have obferved, that the perfons who are 
moft affected with this diforder, in the latter 
part of life, are thofe who previoufly had a 
turn for fatire and {neering. | 


¥ remember accidentally meeting and con- 
verfing with M. de Voltaire at a famous fta- 
tuary’s in Paris, to whom this philofopher, 
wit, and fatirift, had been fitting: his face 
always reprefented the farcaftic cynic grin, 
without difeafe ; but it is eafy to conceive that 
fuch a face, involuntarily convulfed, would 
naturally aflume the mufcular aétions to which 
it had been long accuftomed*, _ 


The nerves, from which all thefe parts re- 
ceive their branches, are olfactorii, optici, na- 
fales, linguales, acouftici, recurrentes, and by 
means of their ganglions and plexufes the whole. 
fyftem is agitated, which demonftrates how 
faultering of fpeech, deafnefs, lofs of fmelling, 


; 


* If I recolle&t right, the artift’s name was M. Preai : 
he had juft finifhed a fine monument to the memory of Mar- 
Jral de Saxe, which is ereéted at Strafbeurg, by order ef 
the prefent French monarch ; and, by the fame fovereign’s - : 
royal requeft, M. de Voltaire was fitting for a whole-length fta~ 
tue. I do not remember ever to have feen a perfon fo meacre 
and emaciated, the fubjedt for the chiffel of a ftatuary, as M. 
de Foltaire’s : his body was fimilar to a dried mummy, 
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or convulfed action of the ale of the nofe or 
lips happen, in conjunction with thefe mufcular 
affections. 


The cure, befides the general remedies, fhould 
be attempted by applications of cupping, blif- 
ters, liniments, whether fpirituous, ztherial, 
volatile, ftimulating, or anodyne, near to the 
nervous trunks, from whence thefe branches 
of the nerves originate. Common practices, 

- however, more commonly apply medicaments 
to thofe morbid parts, in which the effects of 
the diforder are moft manifeft ; the abfurdity of 
which muft appear ftrikingly evident to every 
reflecting anatomift and phyfiologift. 


Where relaxation on one fide, and contrac- 
tion on the other fide of the face happen, after 
refle€ting on the parts from whence the nerves 
defcend to the contracted fide, refolvents of 
common falt and warm water, folutions of cam- 
phor, by means of blanched almonds and water, 

| Spiritus Mindereri, weak folutions of fal diure- 
ticus, foffile or fixed alkaline falts, or oleagi- 
nous volatile liniment, with camphor or opium, 
fhould be frequently applied, exclufive of cup- 
ping, leeches, or bliftering, if thought necef- 
fary, to relax the contraction ; to nervine lini- 
ments, oleum fuccini, or ol. terebenth. etherial., 
may be added. Linimentum faponaceum, or vo- 
Jatile alkaline fpirits diluted with water, ftrong 

3 frictions, 
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frictions, partial cold bathing, &c., are proper, 
and fometimes, by perfeverance, fuccefsfully 
remove the complaints *, 


In this difeafe, when arifing from eating the 
cicuta or hemlock, or other poifons, an active 
vomit is firft neceffary ; then plenty of warm 
milk, or oil and warm water, are beneficial. 
There occurred a melancholy inftance of a 
young gentleman of fortune, to whom hem- 
lock had been prefcribed: the extract was ta- 
ken in fuch increafed dofes, that it proved fatal, 
The particulars of this cafe will hereafter be 
publifhed, as a caution to the favorers of this 
dangerous drug. Hemlock has failed in nu- 
merous inftances in the cancer and other dif- 
eafes. It has been extolled and recommended, 
more through the obfequious conduét of the 
adulators of the Vienna-court phyficians, than 
from any conviction or teftimonies of its ef- 
ficacy +. Upon fimilar principles, ‘and .the 
want of due reflection, have many other poi- 

fons, 


* <¢ Ex cicute efu quoque contigiffe certum eft,” fays a 
fearned seeiadé: ‘‘Jn fimilibus vero & vomitus & cardiale 
“ giam cum mentis alienatione excitat, & nifi prompte fup- 
“¢ peti ferantur, mortem inducit. Wenenum hee quam 
s* promptiffime vomitu rejiciendum, dein lac tepidum copiofe 


¢s hauriendum, oleofa demum non omittenda.’’ 
+ I have feen between two and three thoufand cafes of the 


gancer treated with hemlock, by different pra€titioners, with- 
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fons, as the digitalis, folanum, preparations of 


lead, arfenic, and all forts of poifons, &c., &c., 


been lately introduced, not without fatal ef- 
fects, in diforders where fafe and fuccefsful me- 
thods of cure were already eftablifhed. Though 
moft powerful medicines, in too great quan- 


tities, may poifon or deftroy, yet thofe of which 


the dofes are known, and their efhcacy expe- 
rienced, fhould be preferred to dangerous no- 
velties, efpecially poifons of the acrid fpecies, 
wherein the greateft caution and circumfpection 
fhould always be obferved, | 


ai at Sternutatio, ox /neczing. 


Sneezing is a convulfive motion of the abdo- 
minal and other mufcles of refpiration and dia- 
phragm, from fome irritation of the olfactory 
and phrenic nerves ; when it is violent, it may 
be clafied amongft the convulfive difeafes, 


In the ation of fneezing, the mouth, tho- 
rax, or cheft, are dilated, and a larger column 


ont fuccefs; and I can pofitively affirm, from my own and the 
experience of moft of the candid furgeons and phyficians 
through Europe, that this drug never cured a true cancerous 
ulcer. Upon examination, many cafes have been nominated 
cancers by perfons who could not give the true definition or 
defcription of a cancer. See my Remarks on cancerous Di/- 
eafes. When 1 was at Vienna in 1785, I faw, at the grand 
hofpital, above fifty pounds of the extra€t of hemlock ine 


rended for internal ufe. . 
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of air is received into the lungs than ufual ; 
then a violent fpafmodic contraction of the. 
mufcles follows, with an anxious compref- 
fion in the region of the heart, and the aig 
received is expelled through the noftrils with 
great noife and force. ' 


If {neezing be moderate, it 1s in many ins 
{tances ufeful ; for it augments the niotion of 
the blood, fharpens the fenfes, recévers loft or 
diminifhed fmelling from infpiffated mucus; it, 
likewife,. affifts in labors, and expulfion of the 
fecundines. | 

When, however, fneezing is violent in ple- 
thoric bodies, and often repeated, it has pro- 
duced many evils; as head-achs, blindwets, a 
rupture of the veffels of the brain or me- 
ninges, and fudden death *. Ruptures of the 
pulmonary veflels likewife havé happened; 
pulmonic hemorrhage has been the confe- 
quence. It has been the caufe of abortions in 
pregnancy, and has by its vidlence produced 


-# Hildanus and Lancifius give inftanees of blindnefs, and 


eye death, being the confequence of violent fneezing. — 


é* Quod fane a Famiano Strada, exemplo piftoris fuburbani 
«¢ confirmatur, qui cum ter ac vicies fternuiflet, in vigefimo 


¢* quarto fternutamento, animam efflavit.’’ 


«© Cucumeris afinini fucco, ruftici utentes ad icterum cu- 
« yandum, fternutant ad mortem h:emorrhagia excitata,”’ Re- 


ferente Sauvagio. 


f 


hernias, 
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hernias, or a defcent of the inteftine or omen« 
tum into the inguen, or vaginal fac of the fcro- 
tum. x 


It is excited by errhines; the juice of wild 
cucumber, which ruftics ufe for the cure of the 
jaundice, has occafioned fneezing to fuch a de- 
gree, as to end fatally by hemorrhage. From 
worms in the frontal finufes, or in primis viis, 
fneezing may happen by confent of parts: it is 
common to the nervous, irritable, and hyfte- 
rical, 


The meafles and other eruptive fevers are 
preceded by fneezing ; it is frequent in the ca- 
tarrh ; was formerly accounted epidemic, and 
by fome of the ancients the meffenger of death ; 
from hence the prayer or benediction fo com- 
mon among ft many nations on perceiving fter- 
nutation *. 


In the time of PopeGregory, the fneezing dif- 
eafe deftroyed numbers fuddenly. The diforder 
now known by the denomination of the in- 
fiuenza, 1s of this {pecies. The membrana pi- 
tuitaria 1s inflamed and irritated from acrid par- 
ticles in the air; violent fneezing is excited ; 
the membrane being continued all through i 
bronchial ftructure and air veficles of the lungs, 


* Petronius Arbiter ait: Gyton collcétione fpiritus plenus ter 
continuo ita fternutavit, ut grabatum concuteret, ad quem 
Eumolpus converfus, falvere Gytona jubet. 

accounts 
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accounts for the pulmonic inflammation accom- 
panying fometimes the influenza. Violent pe- 
ripneumony, pleurify, abfcefs of the lungs, 
and hemoptyfis, have been the confequence *. 

Sneezing is confidered critical in fome acute 
difeafes, and often precedes a falutary nafal 
hemorrhage, particularly to the plethoric.— 
“© Quando jam. ad fanitatem venit corpus, flernu- 
<< tamentum etiam inter bona indicia.” Celfus. 

According to Hippocrates, fternutation folves 
_ the fingultus or hiccup. It is confidered falu- 
tary to the paralytic; but injurious, if violent, 
in pulmonic affections of the inflammatory 
clafs. Inulcers, polypus, caneer of the note, 
in inflammation or other difeafes of the part, 
the force of fneezing augments the fymptoms ; 
therefore it fhould be reftrained. 

The cure muft be adapted to the caufes : 
fneezing is impeded by prefling with the fin-- 
gers, the root ef the nofe, or covering them 
on the internal canthus of the eye ; by aqueous: 


* In the laft influenza, which raged a few years ago, two: 
very remarkable inftances of pulmonic inflammation and ab- 
fcefs happened, amongft others of a fimilar, though lefs vio= 
lent, nature. ‘They were both patients of Mr. Hogarth’s, 
Swallow Street, by whom I was confulted. Copious bleed~- 
ings, antimonial diaphoretics, with nitrum and pe¢toral reme- 
dies, cured both thefe cafes. Where the ufluenza was lefs 
violent, elix. paregoric., acet. /cillit. bleeding, inhalations, 
pediluvia, diaphoretics of fpirit. Minder. &c., according to 
circumftances, were beneficial. 

vapor, 


/ 
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Vapor, or warm milk. attracted up the nof- 
trils, it is mitigated. In the plethoric, vene- 
fection ts proper ; pediluvia, blifters to the neck 
ot back, with antiphlogiftic remedies and regi- . 
men. If periodical, bark is efficacious; if from 
worms, anthelmintics; if fpafmodical, fumes 
ef camphor, valerian, or aflafeetida; and in 


‘fame cafes opium is ufeful, 


Palpitation, tremor, and angor of the beart. 
p , . 


The tremor, angor, or palpitation of the 
heart, only differ in degrees of violence ; there- 
fore they may be included under the ‘pesieval 
“name of palpitation. 


_'Fhe palpitation of the heart is an inordinate 
motion of that organ. The aétion is fo {trong 
as to be perceived, by placing the hand on 
the outfide, and the .pulfations are fo fenfibly 
Felt, that the heart feems as if extruding from 
3tS Cavity. 

The palpitation ef the heart is attended 
with an unequal intermitting pulfe, anxiety, 
tremor of the extremities, pallor, difficulty of 
breathing, deep infpiration, weight and opprefs 
fion of the precordia, a fixed pain under the 
fternum, and, according to the greater or lefs 
degree of difeafe, fo is its duration or violence, 


The imm ediate caufe is increafed irritability of 
the 


* 
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qty’ 


the cardiac nerves exciting the heart to aug- 


mented action. 


The remote caufes* are numerous, both ex- 
ternal and internal: in the heart itfelf and vef- 


* DISSECTIONS 


Symptomata morborum. 

Cordis palpitatio: cum an- 
guftia precordiorum, fpiritu 
difficili, animi deliquiis fre- 
quentibus, pulfu intermittente, 
& tandem hydrope. 

— — Cum dolore in la- 
tere finiftro & poftico pectoris, 
febre, anxietatibus, a&c. 

—— Cum dyfpnoea, in- 
terdum fedatur reje€tione fan- 
guinis per os, fed denuo re- 
crudefcens, lypothymias le- 
thales fibi adjungit. 

— — Quolibet motu fove- 
tur & fudores frigidi ubertim 
profiuunt. 

Palpitationibus quidam ob- 
noxius de repente moritur. 

— — Cum lypothymiis 
frequentibus &atrophia fub- 
fequenti. 

— — Doloribus pectoris 
& abdominis ftipatur, lypo- 
thymias fibi accerfit, & morte 
fubitanea ceffat. 

—~ — Interdum recurrit 


{els 3 


AFTER DEATH. 

Extifpicia cadaverum: 

Hepar volumine nativo fo- 
lito majus, pancreas indura- 
tum, cor ptricardio deftitu- 
tum. 

Pulmones putridi, & aneu- 


rifma aorte. 


Cor fanguine concreto in- 
farctum,volumine ingenti prz- 


ditum. 


Cor maximum, valvulz e- 


jus offez. 


Cor ingens, infarétum fan- 
guine. 
Tumor in pericardio, ma- 


teriam purulentam recondens. 
Tumore aneurifmatico di- 


latata arteria aorta. 


Cor fanguine polypofo in- 


cul 
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fels; in other vifcera extrapofited from the tho- 
rax; in the blood, and other humors; in di- 
geftible or indigeftible foods; affeétions of the 
mind ; excretions and retentions, &c. 


‘ 


Symptomata morborum. 


cum fpirandi fumma difficul- 
tate. 

Cordis palpitatio: Cum fpi- 
randi difficultate, tuffi, & fpu- 
to cruento. 

— — Dolores capitis & 
abdominis concomitatur in 
gravida muliere, & dein poft 
paftum fibi adfcribit dolorem 
Jateris finiftri cum ventris in- 
tumefcentia, lypothymia & 
fpirandi difficultate. 

— — Cum difficili fpiritu. 


— — Cum doloribus in fi- 
niftra thoracis parte & f{piran- 
di difficultate. 

— — Juvenem fubito ex- 
. tinguit. | : 

— — Cum fpiritu difficili, 
naufeis fape accedentibus. 

— — Cum fenfu erofionis 
in thorace & dyfphagia. 

— — Cum fyncope fre- 
quenter recurrente. 

— — Melancholicum he. 
morrhagiz narium obnoxium, 
( 


To 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 


farétum, aorta offea, 


Cor fanguine concreto ture 
gidum. 


Quantitas maxima humoris 
fubflavi inter laminas perito« 
Ni, 


Mefenterium fcirrhofum & 
aqua in pericardio. 
Ancurifma pe€toris. 


— 


Pericardio cor accretum, 


valvulz lapidee, 


Lapides in thalamis cordis. 


Hepar durum & aqua in 
ventriculo. 
Sanguis concretus in corde, 
pro verme habetur. 
Lien & hepar ingentia. Si- 
nifter pulmonum lobus inftar 
be 
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To the heart and contents of the thorax ap- 
pertain, an increafe of its volume or fize, poly- 
pus, aneurifm of the aorta, or its offification, a 
sollection of fluid in the pericardium, abfcefs, 


Symptomata morborum. 


& difficultate fpirandi laboran- 
tem cruciat. 

Cordis palpitatio : Cum fen- 
fu aque in thorace, abfque fiti. 
Pulfu molli, refpiratione fre- 
quente, oculis concavis. 

— — grum palpitatio- 
nibus cordis infeftatum, mors 
fabitanea tollit. 

— — Interdum recurrit, 
fed tandem continua evadit. 

— — Spiritum difficilem 
trahit. 


— — Cum dolore pectoris 


& dyfphagia: quibus fe jungit 
yomitus continuus. 

— — Extra fedem coftam 
protrudit, & afphyxiam creat. 

— — Cum tuffi concomi- 
tatur dolorem continuum ca- 
pitis ad fcapulam ufque 'pro- 
tenfum. 

— — Subito lethalis de 


medio tollit lethargicum. 


— — Cum fpiritu difficili 
& abdominis extremitatum- 


que cedematia. 
4 


empyema, 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 


hepatis denfus & tabe fqua- 
lens. ; 
Aqua in thoracis cayo é& 


pericardio. 


Cor fanguine concreto dif- 


tentum, valvule offez. 
Cor fanguine repletum, 
Pericardium aqua turget. 


Tumor fieatomatofus cfo- 
phagum comprimit. 


Venze pulmonis cartilagi- 
neam referunt fubftantiam. 

Pericardium purulentum, 
hepar {¢eirrhofum, lien obftruc-~ 
tus & peétus fero lymphatico 
turgens. 

Aqua & fanguis in ventri- 
culis cerebri, cor & vena cava 
dilatata, 

Aqua in peticardio, cor di- 
jatatum. 


Cordis 
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empyema, calcareous concretions, worms, {mal} 
offifications in the fubftance of the heart, fcirr- 
hofities and tumors of the lungs. 


Sympiomata morborum. 
Cordis palpitatio: Coftas ca- 
vie exefas frangit. 


— —  Narium oboriente 


hemorrhagia, mitefcunt palpi- 


tationes, fed denuo recrude- 
fcentes mortem accerfunt. 
— — Cumtuili & afthmate 


in tabem degenerante. 


— — Adftantium audite 
diftinguitur. 

— — Cum sfpirandi. difi- 
eultate, artuum  cedematia, 
tufli & fputo purulento. 

— — Cum animi commo- 
tionibus vehementioribus,quas 
excipit mors fubitanea. 


— — Cum hydrope. 


— -— Afthmaticus, de 
fummo pondere in hypocon- 
_drio dextro queritur, dein co- 


lica & lypothymlis cruciatur. 


— — Lypothymias fibi ad- 


‘jungit frequenter. 


The 


E xtifpi cla cadaverum. 
- Auricule fanguine turgide, 
admodum dilatatz. 


Pulmo putriditate affeétus. 


Pulmonum uleus, concre- 
tiones in cordis thalamis, lien 
durus & inteftina- inflammata. 

Cor dilatatum & lapide- 
feens. 

Cor tumidum & fanguine 
atro infarctum. 


Cor ingens, fanguine obru- 
tum, & valvule quafi lapi- 
dex. 

Pancreas & mefenterium 
{fcirrhofa, latex in peétore, 
valvul@ cordis offee & cor 
turgens fanguine. 

Pulmones cum nonnullis 
herentiis putriditate affeéti; 
inteftinum colon flatulentia 
diftentum, diaphragma furfum 
pellens, hepar putridum, & 
abfceflus circa jecur. 


Cor purulentia affectum. 


Cordis 
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The lefions in the other vifcera are capable 
of caufing the palpitation of the heart. T he 
ftomach is frequently the caufe ; infarétions of 
the liver, or fpleen; ftones in the gall bladder; 


Symptomata morborum. 


Cordis palpitatio: Item. 


— — Cum fpirandi diffi- 
cUltate concomitatur febrem 
acutam pertinaci gonorrheex 
fuccedaneam.’/ 

—— — Invadit leucophleg- 
affectum 


matia laborantem, 


fporofum aecerfit. 


— — Perijodica fonum édit 


ingentem, & fumma fpirandi 


difficultate ftipatur. 

—- — Cum corporis totius 
intumefcentia fefe 
fpirandi difficultati. 

xe — Cum anhelitu, anxi- 


adjun git 


etate, tuff. 


— — Cum fpirandi difi- 
éultate, animi deliquiis & a- 
grypnia & tandem morte fubi- 
tanea. 

~— — Invadunt typothymiz 
fubito lethales, 

— — Item. 


Ee 


wind 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 

Pericardium fero turgidum 
& cor fanguine diftentum. 

Abfceffus in regione hypo+ 
gaftrica & in apice cordis. 


Aqua inter laminas omenti 
ftagnat, ventriculus cerebri & 
pericardium aquaturgent; pul- 
mones undique pleure annec- 
tuntur. 

Pultnones putriditate affect 


& cor ingens. 


Cor portentofum, valvulz 
oflez. 


Cor illefum, pulmones vix 
infammati, lumbrici tres in 
inteftino ileo. - 


Aneurifma pectoris. 


Maffam adipofam uterque 
cordis ventriculus fovet. 
Cor tumidum unico thala- 


mo conflari videtur. — 
Cordis 
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wind in the ftomach and inteftines, or flatulen- 
cy, particularly common to the hypochondriac 
_ during digeftion, by the air rifing up the cefo- 

_phagus and diftending that tube. In the brain 


Symptomata morborunt. 

Cordis palpitatia: Scabie 
defoedatum cruciat, & hydro- 
pem fibi adjungit. 

— —Hypochondriacum fa- 
ceffunt, & in hydropem dege- 
nerat. 

—— — Tandem fyncopes le- 
thifere afthmaticum moleftant. 

Palpitationes cordis & dein 
fyncapes, chloroticam inva- 
dunt. 

—-— Cum pertinaci fpi- 
andi difficultate. 

— — Cum pulfu inordi- 
nato & perquam debili. 

— — Cum anxietate & 
fpirandi difficultate. 

— — Nulla, 


— —— Sefe adjungit tumori 
ventris, 

— — Chloroticam inva- 
dit, & lypothymiam lethalem 
fibi adjungit, 

— -— Subito ingravefcit & 
plura gtaviffima fymptomata 
accerfit, 

— -—- Cum torminibus 


itfelf, 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 


Omnia vifcera fana, excep- 


to corde ulcerofo. 


Cor tumidum & fanguine 
infarétum, 


Arteria aorta fanguine con- 
creto turget. 

Cor diftentum, & valvulx 
offer, hepar induratum. 


Aorta offea. 


Valvulz cordis offex & cor 
dilatatum, 

Aqua in peétore, valyulz 
guafi offex. | 

Cor lapidefcens ; pericar- 
dium aqua target. 

Hydrops cyfticus. 


Cor ingens & fanguine ob- 


rutum, valvula offez, 


Cor fanguine infarctum, ad 
maximam molem protenditur. 


Pancreas {cirrhofum. 
ventris; 


‘ 
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fae alfo, the caufe of palpitation of the 
heart has been difcovered. - 


To vitiated blood are to be referred plethora, 
cachochymia, various acrimonies, gout, {cur- 


VY> 
Symptomata morborum. Extifpicia cadaverxm. 


ventris ; ad quem accedit dyf- 
pneea & brachii fideratio. 

— — Cordis palpirationi Cordis fubftantia tactu flacs 
obnoxia,erratica febre prehen- cida fanguine diftenta, me- 
ditur. Urget denuo cordis fenterium {cirrhofum. 
palpitatio & convulfiones fibi 
accerfit. 

— — Cum precordiorum Aqua inabdomine, cor difs 
anguftia, & fpirandi difficul- forme, valvulz ejus offex. 
tate, leucophlegmatiam fibi 


adjungit. 
— — Poft fe trahit mie Hepar ingens ; cor porten- 
fin. tofum; peétus & abdomen fe- 
ro turgent. 
— — Hemoptyfin & fyn- Cor fanguine diflentums 
copem. 
Palpitatio Cordis fuccedanea. Cor dilatatum & fanguine 


Palpitationes cordis cum cru- infarétum. 
rum & pédumi cedemate ori- 


untur poft animi pathemata. 


— — — Poft citifimas Cor pericardio accré&tum. 
equitationes fevit. 

— — —Angine fucce- Cor tumidum. 
dit. 

— — — Poft fummum ex- Cor fanguine ccacervate 


ercitium fefe adjungit fpiran- diftentum. 
di difficultati, ‘ 
Re x 7 Palpitatié 


4 
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vy, &c. From ftrong coffee, or quantities of 
‘hot tea, leguminous foods, lentils, &c., ac- 
cording to Senac. Malpighius, whenever he eat 
lezuminous foods, was tormented with the moft 


Symptomata morborunt. 


Palpitatio cordis fuecedanea. 
Animi pathemata prehendit 
cordis palpitatio, & fibi ad- 
jungit fpirandi dificultatem 
cum artuum cedemate. 

— — — Spirandi difficul- 
tatem fequitur nulla accedente 
* cubandi difficulrate. 


— — — Anditu & vifu 


fenfibilis, difficultate furnma 
fpirandi ftipata poft contufio- 
nem pectoris. 

— -—~ —- Viget cum=dyf- 
pnoea & fummo dolore ftoma- 
chi, pulfu duro fuperftite poft 
pectoris inflammationem. 

— — — Succedit vomi- 
_ tioni cum pulfatione in fundo 
ventriculi. 

om.=— —~ Cordis palpita- 
tiones fuccedunt lypothymiis. 

—— — Cum pulfu vali- 
diore poft vehementiora ani- 
mi pathemata; interea tumet 
regio hypochondriaca ; ingrus 
vant convulfiones & urget fum- 
ma f{pirandi diffcultas & ex- 
tremorum frigus 
MUM» 


iatenfiffi- 


a 


> 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 


Cor fanguine polypofo difs 
tentum. 


Aqua in pericardio fiagy | 
nans, 


Cor volumine majori, quam 
par erat praditum, 


Aqua pericardii laminas a 


fe invicem diducit. 


Pancreas fcirrhofum trede- 
cim libras ponderans. 


Cor dilatatum & lapide- 
fcens, : 

Cor ingens & mere diften- 
tum. . 


vehement 


A al] 
oT) é 
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vehement palpitations of the heart. | From acid 
fruits the fame has been experiencéd. Hem- 
lock ufed inftead of parfley, cold draughts 
when the body has been overheated, antimo- 
nial vapors, fumes of charcoal, arfenic, &c., 
putrid or fetid exhalations, long ufe of mercu- 
ry, have all excited this inordinate action of 
the heart. 


From commotion in the blood, and from 
every veleement motion of the body, particu- 
larly thofe actions that require increafed in{pi- 
ration, as running, jumping, when the lungs 
receive by the will a greater inflation in the air, 
and, in fome inftances, a longer retention in 
the refpiratory organ. Suddenly changing the 
fituation in bed, or im veneris atiu, palpitations 
arife; from hard riding the palpitation has been 
fo vehement, that the waiftcoat has been ele- 
vated: the fame effect has been produced by a 
tight compreflion, or bandage on the pectus *. 
From the heat of anger, and other emotions of 
the mind, a penury of blood from large ha- 


* The rolling of infants round the cheft has been one of 
thofe abfurd praétices that no reafoning, nor examples of 
mifchiefs arifing, can eradicate. The fuperior ranks in this 
country avoid thofe bandages, the inferior not. In Italy I 
have obferved the children rolled up, like mummies, in fwad- 
dling clothes, by which the free fun¢tions of the cheft are im- 
peded, and the foundation of a narrow cheft and pulmonary 


complaints laid. 


ie-3 morrhage | 
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morrhage after wounds, lying-in, from fups 
prefled evacuations of blood, from menftrua- 
tion in the chlorotic, are feen palpitations. 


If the dilorder be chronical, it is fearcely 
curable ; if idiopathie, or tranfitory, it is fome- 
times removed ; if complicated with other mor- 
_ bid affections of the vifcera, &c., which is mot 
common to thofe who are affliéted with the com- 
plaint, they cannot live many years, but com- 
monly die fyddenly, which feveral praétical 
facts have clearly demonftrated, The palpita- 
tion is lefs dangerous when arifing from paf- 
fions of the mind, or any fharp acrimony, than 
when it originates in any real morbid ftate of 
the heart, its large veflels, or the lungs, &c. 
In fome inftances the palpitation of the heart is 
followed by pulmonic hemorrhage, afthma, 
droply of the thorax, fyncope, &c. 

The cure is very doubtful, as muft appear 
from the evident caufes; but it thould be ats 
tempted on rational principles. Depletion and 
abftinence are neceflary to the plethoric; in in- 
anition the cortex and tonics are proper. Ina 
ftate of the blood, produ@ive of polypi, alka- 
line falts, either foffile or vegetable, lixivious 
or faponaceous preparations, nitrous and other 
neutralifed falts, are ta be recommended; as 
fal fode, fal tartari, fapo, nitre, fal Rochelle, 
éc., &c.; bleedings and other evacuations long 

continued : 


‘ 
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continued: but all thefe are likely to fail, if 
the infpiffation of the coagulable lymph, form- 
ing the polypi, arife from a gouty or chronic 
rheumatic ftate of the blood. | 

In the ancurifm of the aorta, many cafes of 
which I have feen, the diforder is incurable ; 
and the patient’s life can only be prolonged by 
an extreme dry diet, dry air, evacuations of 
the alvine feces, urine, and perfpiration *. 

The difficulty of afcertaining the true caufes’ 
of palpitation, in many inftances, renders the 
ftriéteft inquiry of the fymptoms abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, or the mifchief may be too far ad~ 
vanced before it is clearly difcovered; of courfe 
remedies may be applied when they cannot be- 
come ufeful. | 


An increafe in the fize of the heart, fluid, or 
a dropfy within the pericardium, are irreme- 
diable; but, as thefe happen, perhaps abfti- 
nence from fluids, in both inftances, may be 


%* Great care fhould be taken, by young or inexperienced 
furgeons_ or phyficians, not to miftake the aneurifm of the 
aorta for an abfcefs, an inftance of which I once faw, where 
the ‘tumor had been poulticed, was opened by a_ lancet, 
and foon proved fatal. Another inftance I was witnefs to, 
where a furgeon of confiderable reputation poulticed an aneu- 
rifm of the fubclavian artery, and who was extremely angry 
on my informing him that he had miftaken the cafe, and haf- 
tened the patient’s death, though this was told gently and from 
a tendernefs of his reputation. : 


=n ee OM ufeful ; 
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ufeful; inthe former to diminith the force of 
the heart, in the latter to promote the poffibi- 
Hty of a reforption of the extravafated fluid by 
the non-admiffion of a freth fupply. Chaly- 
beates and tonics are likely to avail, as thefe 
effects are commonly owing to laxity after over. 
diftention. 


The offification of the aorta, could it be af- 
certained, which is moft common to very old 
age and gouty habits, abfcefs of the heart, offi- 
fications in its fubftance, calcareous concretions, 
{cirrhofities and tumors in the lungs, offifica- 
tions of the valves of the heart, accretion of 
the heart with the pericardium, and other af+ 
fections of the organ of circulation occafioning - 
palpitation, which the diffections prove to have ~ 
exifted, are all, or moftly, of the incurable 


‘¢lafs: but medicine is juftified in attempting 


to penetrate into thefe caufes, and to afford the 
moft rational remedies and diet for checking the 
progrefs of the difeafe, or prolonging life by 
judicious-management, even when, cures cannot 


be expected. 


* 


In fcirrhofities of the abdominal vifcera, as 
the liver, mefentery, {pleen, pancreas, hydrops 
cellulofa, &c., though the cure is difficult, yet 
the danger is lefs: in fuck cafes a mild mineral 
alterative courfe may be tried conjointly with 


the alkaline falts, &c.; or, in laxity, tonics of 
bark, 
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bark, fteel, and fmall dofes of calomel occa- 
fionally, particularly this laft remedy, if the 
bile ducts are fuppofed to be obftruéted. 

In plethora, bleeding, evacuations, and ab- 
ftinence, ate ufeful ; in vitiated blood, or per- 
verted fecretions or excretions, correctors of the 
prevailing acrimony and removers of obftruc- 
tion are to be prefcribed, whether fcorbutic, 
{crophulous, rheumatic, gouty, venereal, can- 
cerous. Any other difcoverable caufe fhould 
be treated according to circumftances. 


If the palpitation arifes from emotions of the 
mind acting on the heart, medicine fhould re- 
eommend ferenity ; which, however, is a pre- 
{cription feldom followed by perfons of exqui- 
fite fenfibility. 


Bile in the ftomach or inteftines is to be eva- 
cuated downward by mild dofes of aloetics, or 
corrected by acids. If fixed air is the caufe in 
the firft procefs of digeftion, as this is acid, 
magnefia, alkaline falts, or Jime water, are ufe- 
ful. If the palpitation be intermittent, bark 
has cured it, according to Stork. In worm 
cafes, anthelmintics; in affections of the ner- 
vous fyftem, camphor, fteel, &c.; in tempo- 
rary fpafmodic attacks, fometimes opium and 
carminatives remove the evil. Pediluvia, blif- 
ters, moderate exercife, and medicated waters, 
are all occafionally to be ufed. It may be ob- 

ferved, 
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ferved, however, the idiopathic palpitation of 
the heart rarely admits a radical cure: pallia- 
tion of the fymptom is commonly all that me- 
dicine can effect, 


Fliccups. 

A convulfive motion of the ftomach and 
diaphragm, by which the latter defcends, and 
the former afcends, and forces and expels the 
air with a fingular clangor or acute found 
through the cefophagus, is called fingultus or 
hiccups. It is tranfitory, acute, chronic, ot 
periodical. 


The tranfitory hiccups arife from flatulency 
and other caufes; from the food too fuddenly 
f{wallowed ; the inferior part of the lungs acci- 
dentally refting on the elevated diaphragm, ac- 
cording to Foreftus; taking cold, particularly 
amongft infants; fudden cold applied to the 
feet, cheefe curd, dry food, fudden grief and 
crying, hyfteric affections, and the commence- 
ment of every menftruation, have all produced 
this fymptom. 


The acute hiccups arife from a metaftafis, 
gout, rheumatifm, poifons, an incarcerated her- 
nia, the ileus, inflammation of the ftomach, 
lefions of the brain; likewife, in acute difeafes, 
aphte, dyfentery, diarrhoea critica, improper- 
ly fuppreffed by opiates or aftringents, wounds, 

diftortion 


~ 
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diftortion of the ribs, a depreffion of the car- 
tilago enfiformis, a fudden depletion by a vio- 
lent purging, &c. 

The chronic hiccups are caufed often by 
worms, which irritate the empty ftomach, or 
arife from a turgency of bile, from reiterated 
abdominal vifcera. 


Singultus, or hiccup, from an internal caufe, 
with vomiting, is frequently abad omen, as in 
the ileus, gangrene, wound of the ftomach or | 
diaphragm, inflammation of the inteftines, &e. 


The tranfitory hiccups are frequently checked 
by adraught of cold water, by the narration of 
fome ftory which engages the attention, by 
fudden fear, by furprife, by an inhibition of 
refpiration. Sneezing, according to Hippo- 
crates, folves the hiccups. If from a turgen- 
cy of bile, a full ftomach, hard drinking, or 
poifons, it is neceflary to empty the ftomach by 
promoting naufea and vomiting; and, imme- 
diately after the ftomach is emptied, to pre- 
{cribe gentle eccoprotics until the whole ins 
teftinal canal is cleared of redundancy *, 


If worms be the caufe of. the hiccups, the 
‘remedies already recommended againft worms 
' are 


* The fuccefsful treatment of a gentleman, who had drank 
two ounces of extraétum faturni Goulardi, may be mentioned, 
being a very extraordinary cafe, 

CASE. 
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are proper; if ab apbtis deciduis, mucilaginous 
demulcents may be prefcribed. In acute putrid 
difeafes, 


Oe Ad ae: 


On Friday night, November 26, 1784, near twelve o’clock, 
Mr. H., a gentleman in Harley Street, Cavendifh Square, ’ 
drank, by accident, twelve drams of Goulard’s extract of 
lead. 


« 


Mr. Tronfon, apothecary in the fame ftreet, and myfetf, 


being prefently called, an emetic was immediately ordered. 


On being firft introduced to the patient, the fymptams 
chiefly complained of were, a great roughnefs in the throat, 
the fweet tafte of the lead in the mouth, and flight eructations 
from the ftomach of a fimilar nature. The patient was ex- 
tremely calm, intrepid, and fpoke of his expected death, 


which he confidered certain, with extraordinary courage. 


. There was no fenfation of pain; but as thefe preparations 


deftroy all nervous fenfibility, it was rather an unfavorable cir- 


cumftance. 


The total deftruétion of the nervous powers and fudden 
death were to be expected from the known qualities of the 


lead *; therefore a quick determination and a rapid execution 


of whatever was to be attempted became neceflary. 


. 


@ Jhad feen acafe, where a lady had taken, by the advice of an ig- 
norant female Doétref:, only ten drops of the above extract diluted : 
it produced torpidity in the abdomen, and coldnefs of the extremities, 
and proved fatal in twelve hours. The prefent gentleman had taken 
420 drops of the undiluted extract. If ten drops diluted had proved 
fatal, what might naturally have been expeCted from 720 undiluted ex- 
tract of lead? 


The 
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-difeafes, mufk, and a ftrong camphor emulfion 


made 


The following were the principles on which the cure was 
attempted : : 


1. To remove, as much as poffible, every idea of danger 
from the patient’s mind, by affuring him of there being every 
hope of recovery : this greatly tended to diminifh his appre- 
henfions, , 

11. To ftimulate the rectum, and prepare the inteftines for 
an evacuation of their contents; for an incurable coftivenefs 


was moft to be dreaded, fhould the lead not foon prove fatal. 
The following enema was prefcribed, to be repeated : 
R. Deco&. com. pro clyfter. Zviij. 
Sal. Glauber. 3j. “ 


Ol, olivar. Zij. ftatim injiciendum, 


111. To prevent the adhefion of whatever particles of lead 
might remain in the ftomach, and to lubricate the inteftines 
with oil. 

rv. To excite griping pains and an increafed aétion of the 


inteftines, ‘in order to expel the poifon, by a warm cathartic. 


v. To prevent a palfy of the ftomach and inteftines, and 
preferve heat by volatiles, the following pines was pres 
{cribed : 

R.. Ol amygdal. duic. 3vj. 
TinG. fen. 2fs. 
Aq. menth. vulg. fimp. 3}. 
Sp. c.c. gtt. xxx. M. f. hauftus fepe fumendus. 


After the firft three or four operations from the above pre- 


it being then between three and four o’clock in the morning : 
entertaining fome hopes of fuccefs; as fome feces had been 
evacuated; without which, in ali human probability, the cafe 
muft haye terminated unfortunately in a few hours. 

2 At 


a 


/ 


f{criptions, the patient was left to the care of Mr. Tronfon; 
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made with blanched almonds, bark, mild an- 
tiputrefcent 


At eight o’clock on Saturday morning, Nov. 27, finding 
the evacuation of the feces not fufficiently copious, the follow- 
ing draught was prefcribed, to be taken every half hour :’ 


Ke Ol. amygdal, dulc. 3y}. 
Infuf. fen. %x. ; 
Tin&. jalap. 3ij. Mucilag. gum. arab. Zifs. M. 
f. hauftus. | 

By eleven the fame morning this draught had operated five 
times; but, left any ill confequences might happen from the 
lodgment of any particles oflead in the folds of the intef- 
tines, or Valvule conniventes, a repetition was directed. 
Some griping had intervened from the irritation of the purge, 
which plainly indicated a degree of fenfibility in the inteftines, 

and was a very favorable circumftance. 


_ At two o’clock the fame day Mr. John Hunter, Surgeon 
Extraordinary to His Majefty, attended; at which time the 
laft-prefcribed draughts had operated ten times: it was, how- 
ever, thought advifeable to continue the fame draught every 
three or four hours, though it was concluded the patient was 


out of danger. 


At ten in the evening of the fame day the patient was vifited 

again: he had eat fome light food, and was in good fpirits : 
the very dangerous fituation he had been in was concealed from 
himfelf, and, in fome meafure, perhaps, contributed to our 
fuccefs. 
_ The patient complained of flight gripings, which was an 
objeé& of the utmoft importance, as they were unaccompanied 
with coftivenefs: it clearly demonftrated the undiminifhed 
hervous fenfibility of the ftomach and inteftines, and afforded 
the higheft profpects of cure. 


On 
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tiputrefcent eccoprotics, &e.* In hyfteric or 
Aypochondriac affections, the hiccups common- 
ly arife from fixed air in the ftomach in the firtt 
procefs of digeftion, or by the air that remains 
in the ftomach after digeftion; in both cafes 
the experiments which I have made prove the 
acidity of this air vellicating the ftomach and 
cefophagus ; calcined magnefia, lime water, or 
volatile alkaline falts or fpirits, in ginger tea, 
frequently, by neutralifation, and thus forming 
a neutral falt, remove the complaint, by pro- 
ving gently laxative. Preventing conftipation 
is another effectual’ remedy, and avoiding fal- 
lads and other vegetables, or leguminous food, 
or malt liquors in a fermentative ftate, 


If from gouty fpafms, an aloetic draught, 


On Sunday morning I met Mr, John Hunter again: we 
found the patient perfectly recovered, and made no appointe 
ment to repeat our confultation. 


On Monday morning, the 29th of November, no farther 
medical attendance was neceffary. The gentleman is now 
(June, 1788) in perfeét health, and officiates as prefident at 
one of the moft convivial mufical meetings in London. This 
i8 mentioned, becaufe it had been fuggefted the patient would. 
die a lingering death, 


* See the Effay om the putrid, malignant, ulcerated Sore 
Throat, lately publifhed, where the reafons are given why an- 
tifeptic laxatives fhould be frequently prefcribed to prevent or 
remove putrid accumulations in the ihteftines, or to oppofe 
their dangerous contaminating abforption by the laéteals, &c. 


and 
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‘and mistures of confeétio cardiaca, cordial wa» 
ters, and volatile falts, are proper 5 but, above 
all, the pediluvium compofed of ij. /piri- 
tus falis marini fumaks, to three or tour gal- 
lons of tepid water, as recommended in the 
treatife | wrote fome years ago, called The Gout 
alleviated, &c. When the hiccups originate 
from cold air, the abdomen fhould-be embro- 
cated with camphorated fpirits of wine, or flan- 
nel fhould be applied, being firft moiftened 
with a fpirituous embrocation of volatile lini- 
ment, &c. If the hiccups are confequent to 
a wound, or diftortion of the ribs, the dextrous 
affiftance of a fkilful furgeon will be neceflary. 


Ofcitation, or yawning. 

A very deep, flow, involuntary infpiration, 
with a large hiatus of the mouth, and a fono- 
rous expiration, is called ofcitation, or yawning. 
Tt is attended with or without pandiculation, or. 
diftention of the fuperior and inferior extremi- 
ties. Amongft the healthful it occurs after 
much fatigue either of mind or body; in great 
cold, and a propenfity to fleep, or on waking. 
It arifes from idlenefs, or a tedious, unintereft- 
ing difcourfe, and by fympathy; on feeing of- 
citation, we naturally yawn ; ¢ritum enim eft, 
ofeitante uno ofcitat et alter. 


7 


It argues a tardéer motion of the blood 
. through 


2 
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through the lungs : its efforts are to accelerate 
the motion of the humors, and to liberate the 
body from a molefting weight, by producing 
an increafed fenfibility, which is confequent 
to ofcitation. It does not portend mifchief, 
nor does it require medicine, unlefs joined to 
lethargic fymptoms. 


It frequently happens to the hyfteric and hy- 
pochondriac, and in the commencement of in- 
termittents; nor is it unufual to thofe whofe 
ftomachs are overloaded, or abound with cru- 
dities. In parturition, it is believed by fome 
to ominate evil, and induce foporiferous fymp- 
toms ; but experience does not countenance this 
opinion. 


On fpafmi tonici, or tonic fpafms. 


Tonic fpafms are rigidity of mufcles, as 
the tetanus, catalepfis, trifmus, or locked 
jaw, &c. The tonic {pafm, therefore, acree- 
ably to this defcription, differs from the 
clonic ; becaufe, in the former, the parts are 
convulfed by the mufcles alternately contra@t- 
ing and relaxing; but, in the latter, after 
the firft attack, the parts become rigid and 
immoveable. If the defcriptions of authors 
be examined, it will be found that the cata. 
lepfy and other diforders of this clafs are, 
in mapy inftances, complicated, and in general 

at partake 
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partake of thofe fymptoms which conftitute 
both clonic and tonic fpafms*, ‘Thefe diftinc- 
tions are of little confequence in the modes of 
curing thefe difeafes ; for both clonic and to- 
nic fpafms require, in many refpects, a fimilar 
treatment, namely, the mitigation of the fymp- 
toms, and relaxation of the fpafm or contrac- 
tion by antifpafmodics, pediluvia, diaphoretics, 
&c., during the paroxyfm, and a.removal of 
caufes,sif poffible, in the intervals. 


It may not be altozether ufelefs, to give 
a few more obfervations and diftinctions 
concerning clonic and tonic convulfions, or 


fpafms. 


The clonic convulfions have already been de- 
fined an alternate involuntary contra¢tion and 
relaxation of mufcles, the tonic are rigidity 
and immobility, as in the /pa/mus phy/odes, 
‘or cramp, which often affect the fingers, 
calves of the legs, neck, &c, i 


The alternate relaxation and contractions 
which are felt. with the pulfe, in articule 
mortis, 1s Called /ub/fulius tendinum, and 1s a very 
dangerous fymptom in acute difeafes. When 


* Obfervationes Wepferi de affectibus capitis. 


the 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c. 435 


the internal and external fenfes are abolifhed, 
with violent, univerfal, alternate contraction and 
relaxation of mufcles, it is called epilepfia ; 
but if it happen but once, as in dentition, or 
in the fmall pox, amongft children, it is 
nominated eclampfia. The fenfes are not alto- 
gether loft always in the hyfterical epilepfy ; 
for hearing is frequently preferved, though the 
patient may not be able to fpeak. In febrile 
convulfions, there are commonly a delirium and 
carphologia, ot catching or picking at the bed 
clothes, or fome imaginary things, which is" 
likewife called collectio floccorum. 


In particular, or local convulfions, or fpafms, 


the fenfes are not injured, as in the fpafmus 
cynicus, trifmus, &c. The fpafms or convul- 
fions are univerfal in the epilepfia and catalep- 
fis; but lefs general inthe tetanus. A particu- 
lar member in fome fpecies is affected, sin the 
fpafmus cynicus, or priapifmus, &c. 7 


In the tonic fpafms, if the body be drawn 
forward, it is an emprofthotonos; if forced 
backward, an opi/lbetonos. 


The mufcles are rendered altogether rigid in 
that violent tonic {pafm called ¢etanus. The bo- 
dy becoming rigid, with lofs of fenfes, appear- 
ing like a ftatue, is nominated catalepfis. If the 
caufes refide in the origin of the nerves, or in’ 

Fi2 the 
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the cerebrum itfelf, the convulfions are idiopas 
thic ; if originating from any other part, and 
affecting, by fympathy, the cerebrum, as in 
the aura epileptica, morbid vifcera, &c., fym- 

pathic, or fymptomatic. 
From the variety of parts affeéted, {pafmis 
or convulfions derive their names: a tonic con- 
traction of the eyelid, cataclafis; a clonic con- 
vulfion of the bulb of the eye and eyelids, 
nyftagmus ; gloffocoma, when the tongue is re- 
tracted towards the fauces in acute fevers; 
trifmus, or locked jaw, when the inferior max~ 
illa is firmly clofed, which is a very fatal 
fymptom in gun-fhot or other wounds, particu- 
larly in the hot tranfatlantic climates. Catch- 
ing or picking the bed clothes in the latter 
filages of acute, febrile difeafes, carpbolo- 
gia, or colleétio floccorum, as it is nominated, 
with an obfcure delirium; an involuntary rigi- 
dity of the viril member, priapi/mus, or faty- 
vioefis: fuffocation from a cough in the tra- 
chea, dy/phagia in the cefophagus, when de- 
glutition is impeded; anxiety in the lungs; 
cardialgia and vomiting in the ftomach, /mgul- 
tus, or hiccups in the ftomach, colics, ruéfus 
and wind in the inteftines; together with the 
-tenefmus in the rectum; dyfuria and ifchuria 
in the bladder; fneezing, yawning, pandicu- 
lation, tremor, palpitation of the heart, and 
gnafhing 
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gnafhing or grating of the teeth, may all be 
referred to fpafmodic, or convulfive affections. 


“ 


Catalep/y. 


The catalepfy is defined to be a tonic convul- 
five fpafm, in which the patient fuddenly be- 
comes immovable and rigid, appearing like a 
ftatue, retaining the fituation and pofition of 
the limbs and other parts in which he was 
placed, when attacked, with an external and~ 
internal lofs of fenfes. ‘This diforder is very 
rare, and its defcription by different authors 
not altogether uniform *, 


PAS 


* The great Hoffman gives the characteriftics of the catae 
lepfy as follows : 


The paroxyfm of a catalepfy generally attacks the patient 
fuddenly, in this manner: — He remains fixed in whatever 
pofture he happens to be in when feized, wkether ftanding, 
fitting, or lying. If his eyes are fhut, they generally remain 
fo; but as the diftemper generally comes on in the daytime, 
the eyes are moft frequently open, and immovably fixed, as it 
were, upon one object, and cannot be made to wink, though 
touched or rubbed with a handkerchief. Mean time the 
limbs are capable of being moved and bended, but remain in 
whatever fituation they are put in. All manner of fenfation — 
is abolifhed; for the patient neither fees, hears, nor feels, 


even though pinched, hurt, or pricked. The involuntary 


ations are notwithftanding carried on regularly: thus the 


pulfe is natural and refpiration eafy ; and, as Foreftus ob- 
ferves, whatever is put into the mouth is fwallowed down. 
Sometimes the abdomen and inferior ribs are convulfed, ac- 

Ff 3 cording 


438° . @ TREATISE ON 


The proximate caufe {eems to confift in a ge- 
neral compreffion of the medullary fubftance 
of the nervous fyftem, and a temporary infpif- 

{ation 


-\ 


cording to the reports of Foreftus, Sylvius, Platerus, and 


Dolzus ; at the fame time the anus is fo contraéted, that it 


will not admit of the flendereft pipe. N. Pifo reports, the 
face continues florid; at laft they begin to figh deeply, and 
then come to their fenfes, and give furprifing accounts of 
_ what they have feen and heard, as if they were revived from 


a trance, . 


Curious and remarkable cafes of the catalepfy, which give 
a proper account and hiftory of this diftemper, are found in 
M. Donati, Hif. Med. Mir. C.i. p. 91.—Hollerii, Comment. 
in Coac. prenot. p. 66. — Pifonis de Cognofc. & curand. Mor 
bis, Li is c. 13.—Diverfi de affed. partic. p. 425.—Fernelit 
Patholog. Lv. Ce 2.—Ballonii Confil. Li ii. c. 1. — Hagen- 
dorn, Cent. 1. hift.35.—H. ab Heers, L.i. obf. 3.—Rondelet 
Meth. curand, L.i c. 20.— Zacut. Luft. ii. g2.— Fore/fit, 


L. i. obf. 42.— Mifcell. Nat. Cur. Dec. i. dan. 4. Pe 245. 


Dec. i. anne 1. obf. 1. Dee. iii. anne 3. obf. 6. Centeov, 
Pp 195. —-Ad. Hafa. Kol. tiie 52. — Philofoph, Tranfadions, 
N°. 437. ~- AG. Vratiflav. Tent. xxv. p. 240,.—AG., Nar 
Our. Vol. i. obf.25.— Hifi, de P Acad. des Sciences de Paris, 
1738, pe 56.—A4. Med. Berol. Dec. i. Vol. ii. p. 62. — 
Van Swieten, Comment. in Boerhaavii aphor. Tom. iti. p. 3 135 
316.— Hoffmanni, Med. rat. Syflem. Tom. iv. p. 1. i yop 
cap. iv. obf 1, 24 — Boiffier de Sauvages, Nofolog. Meth. 
Tom. ii. cl.vi. pe 45, 417, 418, 420.—Targioni, Raccolta 
prima dt Offervax. Mediche, p.97.—Recueil period. a’ Obferv. 


de Medicine, par Vander Monde, Tom.v. vi. p. 41.—Fournal - 


de Medicine, par M, Roux, Tom. xx. p.404. feq. —¥. F. de 
‘Pré, Diff. de raro affeétu Cataleptico, Erf. 147213. —H, F. 
~ Delit, Diair. de Catalepfi, Erlang. 1754. 4 

Is 
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fation of the oleaginous or other fluids in the 
minuteft cells of the tela cellulofa. 


It may here alfo be obferved, that many cataleptical cafes 
have been decribed and publifhed by feveral writers, which 
really do not belong to this clafs, but rather were tetanus, 
coma, or fiupor, where the limbs would not take the arbitrary 
or voluntary fituations, which is the effential charaéter of a 
true catalepfy. 


Such fpurious cataleptics are mentioned by Platerus, ‘3 le 
obf. p. 31-—K/aunigius, Nofocom. charit. Obf. vii. p. 25.— 
Nov. .a&. Nat. Cur. Tom.1. obf. 99.—Sauvages, lc. p.418, 
n. 3-—-Commerc. Nor. 1731, P+ 33% 

Catalepfis de Haen, Rat. Med. 334. 

Trew, cafus a menfium ataxia, 

Do. ab officulis in cerebro. 

Simfon on animal aétions, 239. 

Septal. caut. 150. an calida fugienda. 


Wepfer, de affe&t. capitis 361. afumocarbonum; 558 obf. 
in puella, 15 ann.3 564 in facerdote, 53 ann. ; 563 puella, 
9 ann.; 573 puerl, 12 ann. 


Catalepfis triduane febri fuperveniens. 


_ Boneti Sepulchr. a confternatione, a flatibus, a male curata 
eryfipelate, ab intentione animi, amore, melancholia, inanir ° 


tione, &c. 


In the tetanus all the limbs are fixed and immoyable; in 
the catalepfy they are fixed indeed, but eafily flexible, and 


remain in whatever pofition they are placed. 


This diftemper occurs very feldom. The fits laft fome 
hours. Foreftus gives an inftance of one in a young man, 
which continued three days. It is feldom preceded by any 
figns before its appreach, 


Kf 4 The 
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The remote caufes are many ; as fudden vehe- 
ment terrors, grief, hopes fruftrated, unexpect. 
edjoy. Yu/pius mentions an inftance of the cata- 
lepfy happening from extreme love, and an un- 
expected refufal of marriage to a young Bri- 
ton. There have been examples where the ca- 
taleptic have died on the fight of affectionate 
friends who had been long abfent, and thought 
dead. Unufual clangor, clamor, or a view 
of any thing dreadfully horrid. The mind in- 
tent on one object; abftracted meditations; an 
affiduous reading of books containing cabalifti- 
cal myfteries; alchemy; religion, or rather 
fuperftition, and an anxious concern for happi- 
nefs, or fear of punifhment or hellifh torments 
in a future life; ftrokes by lightning ; the fumes 
of charcoal; extreme cold; worms; are all 
mentioned by authors as caufes of this extraor- 
dinary difeafe; as likewife fuppreffed evacua- 
tions, or haemorrhages, to which patients have 
been. accuftomed; violent affections of the 
mind, &c. 


The fit, in a moderate time, remits of its 
own accord by a nafal hemorrhage, or termi- 
’ nates in a fatal apoplexy. Sometimes revert- 
ing, it produces fatuity, madnefs, epilepfy, 
an atrophy, or dropfy. 

The cure fhould be condu&ted in a manner 
fimilar to other convulfive difeafes, according 

ag 
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as circumftances arife, and agreeable to the 
caufes, or conftitutions of the afflicted. Bleed- 
ing largely in the plethoric, with antiphlogif- 
tics and antimonial diaphoretics, purges, pedi~ - 
luvia, warm bathing, cuppings, fcarifications, 
and blifters, as evacuants. To thepallid, debt- 
litated, and_nervous, volatiles, antifpafmodics, 
tonics in the intervals of the paroxyfms, bark, 
&Cs, will be moft eligible, 


Tetanus. 


The tetanus is an involuntary tone contrac~ 
tion and rigidity, without relaxation, of almoft — 
all the mufcles of the bedy, 


The idiopathic tetanus is rarely feen in Eu- 
rope ; but it is nearly endemial in hot regions. 
Trenka, Starke, and De Haen, have written ex- 
prefs treatifes on this diforder. 


In the paroxyfm the body becomes altoge- 
ther rigid and extended, immovable, and fud- 
denly falls. 


If the body be curved and drawn backwards, 
it is called opiffhotonos; if bent forwards, em- 
proftbotonos. Some add the pleurothotonus, when 
the body is infle&ted towards either fide; but 
obfervators have rarely { feen this third {pecies. 


The trifmus, or locked j Jaws is a partial difeafe 
fimilar to the tetanus. 


The 
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The phenomena which occur are the follow- 
ing :—The face is now pale, then reddens ; the 
eyes movable, and full of tears; diftention of 
the hypochondria; fingultus; tumors in the 
throat, not diffimilar to the globus hyftericus, 
but more vehement ; the pains are acute and 
exceflive in the mufcles affected, fimilar to 
what is felt in the cramp, but univerfal in the 
tetanus inftead of partial ; the patient is wake- 
ful, and not infenfible: in fome inftances a 
flight delirium is a concomitant ; refpiration 
moftly continues without interruption, but 
fometimes fibilous and ftertorofe. The fever; 
which always accompanies the tetanus, and the 
non-abolition of the fenfes, diftinguifh this 
difeafe from the catalepfy. The blood appears 
fometimes, though rarely, inflammatory ; a per- 
tinaceous conftipation attends; the faliva is fpu- 
mous, and continually flows from the mouth. 


The immediate caufes of convulfions, regu- 
jar and irregular, or involuntary, mufcular ac- 
tions, have been already confidered from page 
238 to 345; but thofe obfervations are more 
confined to clonic convulfions than to the to- 
nic, of which laft the tetanus, opifthotonos, em- 
profthotonos, and tri mus, are examples, and 
may be treated under one head. 
~ The determination of the will to move the 
mufcles affected, in the tetanus remain; the 
ae | arterial 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c. 443 


arterial influx with the vital principle of the 
nervous influence are apparently conveyed, 
to the mufcles, without effect, the fenfes not 
being abolifhed. | 


The vires infite of mufcles do not obey the 
intention of the will, but fuffer mufcles to be- 
come rigid, inftead of acting and re-acting, or 
occafioning relaxation to fucceed contraction. 


The muf{cles refift the natural impulfive 
powers of the mind; both flexors and ex- 
tenfors become rigid, immovable, and very 
painful, as in the cramp; which laft, how- 
ever, is local and more tranfitory *. 


The artetial mufcular influx with the nervous 
influence being irregularly diftributed, fent in 
greater abundance, or fluids accumulated in the 
minuteft parts of mufcular firucture, feem to 
overbalance the wires infite of mufcles: hence 
rigidity without relaxation; hence action with- 
out re-action, . 

The mufcles ftill receiving the arterial and 
nervous irritating influx, which accompanies the- 
nervous and arterial fyftem-- for the purpofes 


of 


* The cramp, which attacks the gaffrocnemii and foleus 
mufcles, or their tendons in the legs, is a common difeafe, 
and extremely painful: the tetanus feems a fimilar difeafe, 


but univerfal inftead of local, and of longer duration. 


+ In the Schola Medicine is a plate demonftrating the ftruc- 


ture 
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of mufcular action, and the diftraction of the 
nervous fibril/e, account for the exquifite pain of 
the cramp and tetanus. This pain feems to re- 
fide in the tela cellulofa, which is interwoven 
amoneft all the divifions and minuteft fub-divi- 
fions of mufcular fibres, and is in a ftate of 
diftenfion, ; 

The impelling powers muft be equal to irritat- 
ing mufcles to action: they powerfully act on 
the mufcles for the office of contra€tion, and the 
vires infite of mufcles ftimulated to action, have 
a power of affifting, or perhaps performing, 
the office of relaxing mufcles, | 


The tetanus is, therefore, attempted to be 
accounted for on the principles of an over- 
abundance of the nervous and arterial influence 
- forced and directed involuntarily to the muf- 
cles, and a debility, refiftance, or other impe- 
diments in the vires infite of muf{cles to rey 
ecive, or convey the impelling powers. 

_ The over-abundance of arterial and ner- 
vous influx irritates or over-acts the vires 
infitee mufculorum, and compreffes the medulla- 
ry expanfions of the nervous fyftem ; the vires 
infite, by this compreffion, become paffive. 
The oleaginous, or other fluids contained in 
the cells of the tela cellulofa; which pervade 


ture of mufcles according to very minute microfcopical obfer- 
vations, which more fully explain mufcular ffruCture and ac- 


tion than the limits of this work admit. 


a} 


not 
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not only the divifions and fub-divifions of muf- 
cles, but every. minuteft mufcular fibre, be- 
come coagulated, or nearly fo, inducing pain- 
ful rigidity without relaxation. 


It may be remarked, that as the fenfes re- 
main in general not injured, and vital aétions 
continue ; neither the cerebrum nor cerebellum 
are, at firft, materially affected, except in thofe 
inftances that are attended with a flight deli- 
rium. 

It muft be confeffed that diffe€tions fhew lit- 
tle, and the immediate caufes of this dangerous 
difeafe have been confidered very ob{cure: they, 
in fome meafure, bid defiance to rational indi- 
cations, according to the ingenious and learned 
Dr. Cullen; but, notwithftanding the difficulty, 
fome attempts will be made to fhew, by a 
phyfiological and pathological review and {cru- 
tiny into the proximate caufes of the difeafe, 
fome methods of cure, on rational principles. 


The remote or original caufes of the tetanus 
muft be fought for in the nervous confenting 
~ fyftem. Authors have given inftances of its 
arifing from the effects of hunger; great labor 
or exercife; immoderate venery ; large evacua-. 
tions; metaftafis arthritica, podagrica, eryfipe- 
latoria, exanthematica, fcabiofa; abforption of 
purulent or putrid pus; various cachexies ; 

wounds 
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wounds in which the nerves or tendinous ex- 
panfions have been injured, particularly punc- 
tures of thofe parts which have produced the 
fymptoms after the puncture feemed cicatrifed ; 
amputations; contufions; luxations; carious 
teeth ; indigeftion from hard fubftances received 
into the ftomach ; poifons admitted either by 
the mouth, lungs, or rectum; fordid colluvies 
in primis viis; worms in the ftomach or intef- 
tines; cold or extreme hot weather; from 
fleeping /ub Fove after hard wine or fpirit drin- 
king ; from the puncture of the draco marinus ; 
from the ufe of fungufes: to thefe may be 
added pathemata animi omnia. —1 remember an 
Ainftance at Guy’s hofpital above twenty years 
ago, where, in caftration, on tying the fper- 
matic chord, univerfal fpafms feized the pa- 
tient ; which, on Mr. Way’s flackening the li- 
gature, diminifhed, and foon totally ceafed. 
A ftrong proof of nervous fympathy ! 


The explanation of the immediate caufes of 
the effects obferved in the tetanus, opi/thotonos, 
emproftbotonos, trifmus, or locked jaw, and all 
tonici. [pafmi, may be accounted for in the fol- 
Jowing manner, which perhaps conveys a clearer 
idea on the fubject than has yet appeared, 
though not altogether fo fatisfactory as could 
be wifhed : 


1. Voluntary motory mufcles are inactive, 
except 
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except by the command of the will, or, in dil- 
eafe, by the influence caufing convulfions. 


1. The mind commands mufcles to action 
either partially or generally ; either a particular 
finger, or the arm, legs, toes; ot extremities 
and head all together. 


ur. The firft power the mind has, to com- 
municate to the mufcles deftined to obey ac- 
tion, or the mind’s intentions are equal to a 
certain degree of irritation, either of mechani- 
cal or chemical ftimull. 


tv. This is certainly conveyed by the ner- 
yous powers, as impediments, by compreflion, 
&cc., on nerves going to parts fully prove, 
for deprivation of motion follows. It is eafy 
to conceive the coagulation of oleaginous, or 
other fluids, in the ¢e/a cellulofa accompanying 
the nervous fa/ciculi capable of producing a like 
effeét, and impeding the free tranjitus of the ner- 
yous powers. . Ha, 

vy. The influence of the vires infita is the fe- 
cond action, namely, contraction, or relaxation, 
according as the will commands. 


vi. The tetanus and /pafmi tonict are contrac- 
tions, or extenfion joined with rigidity, with- 
out mobility or relaxation. 

vu, This contraction, or extenfion of muf- 
cles without mobility, feems nothing more than 
fome influence equal to the ftrong electric fhock, 

or 
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er fome poifons, and fufhciently powerful to 


infpiffate or coagulate the oleaginous or other 
fluid contained in the ¢ells of the tela cellulofa. 


vitt. For all mufcular motion is facilitated 
and preferved by the fluidity of the oleum or 
other fluids, in the divifions, fub-divifions, and 
even between the moft minute mufcular fAbres 
difcernible by the microfcope. 


1x. The mind can eafily conceive the coagu- 
lation of the oleum, coagulable lymph, ferum, 
&c., through all the interftices of mufcles, 
through all the divifions, fub-divifions of the 
ligaments, aponeurofes, fafciculi, and minu- 
teft mufcular fibres, intertext with the felg 
cellulofa, the cells of which evidently contain 
an oleous, or other fluid, &c. 


It is perhaps an acrimonious change of that 
fluid, that irritates and occafions the exqui- 
fite pains in the rheumatifm, which is entirely 
a mufcular difeafe. 


x. The tranfitus of the fubtileft arterial fluid 
may be firft accelerated in the cellular ftruCture 
of the ¢ela cellulofa. 


x1. The cells having received, and being 
overcharged with more fluid than ufual, neither 
the venal, fanguiferous, nor lymphatic veffels, 
"are capable of abforbing, or propelling the in- 
creafed quantity of fluid forced into the cells, 
brought by the arteries. , 


x11, An 
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x11. An infpiffation or ftagnation of the fluids 
may happen in the minuteft cells ; the abforbent 
er venal fyftem cannot then eafily reconvey the 
humors. 


x1t1. This ftate of the cellular slhcedaicd pro- 
bably refifts the nervous influence, or the ener- 
gy of the nervous and even the minute arterial 
powers may be diminifhed ; hence Hgidity an and 
immobility. | 

xiv. For the arteriole opening in the cellu- 
lar ftru€ture pour forth their fluids into the 
cells; whether this be fat, lymph, ferum, or a 
fubtile moift air, with which the minuteft cells 
are irrorated. This can be proved by minute 
anatomical inje€tions, by maceration and infla~ 
tion, &c. 


XV. The communication of the cells in the 
tela cellulofa of the whole body is well known to — 
every phyfiologift, and it 1s evidently demon-. 
ftrated by the anafarca, emphyfema; by ab- 
fcefles forming in one part, and conveying the 
matter through the interftices of mufcles to 
parts diftant, as in the p/oas difeafe, and many 
_ others. The inflation of veal is well known to 

be a conveyance of air to fill up the cells of the 
tela cellulofa. : 

vi. In the tetanus neither the cells of the 
cutis nor the membrana adipofa are injured; but 


the cellular ftructure all through the mufcular 
Gg fyftem 
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fyftem containing fat, lymph, ferum, or aérial 
fluids. ‘There isa circulation of fluids not only 
through the arteries, veins, and lymphatics, 
but likewife through the cells of the tela cellu- 
lofa ; the cells receive fluids from arteries, and 
return them to the. veins. | 

xvii. Therefore the fluids, either filling the 
-darger cells, or irrorating the moft minute cells 
with a fine aérial fubtile vapor, inftead of a 
free and conftant ‘circulation, as in health, be- 
come, in the tetanus, ftagnated, either by fome 
{edative powets aéting on the nervous and arte- 
rial fyftems, or by being rendered, through ac-_ 
cumulation or infpiffation, incapable of recon- 

veyance through the capillary tubes to the larger 

veins. A clofer cohefion of the particles com- 
pofing fluids may, in fome meafure, effect this 
minute obftruction, while the larger arteries 
and veins of ail parts continue to perform their 
offices until the venal blood itfelf becomes caa- 
gulated, and this ends in death, 

xv111. The rigidity and immobility of muf- 
cles is cauifed by the coagulation of the adeps, 
or other fluids, counteracting, refifting, and 
avercoming the nervous powers deftined to con- 
vey from the mind mufcular action, &c, 

In diffections after death, therefore, nothing 
ean pretetnaturally appear; for this adeps, or 
any other fluid, in the cells, is always coa- 


gulated 
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gulated by death, which is the a€tual caufe of 
the rigidity of the body, or ftiffnefs, obfervable 
in the dead fubje&. This is demonftrable in 
preparing the body for anatomical injections, 
where the reliquefaction of the oil or adeps by 
the warm water renders the mufcles and joints 
pliable. 


The electric fhock deftroys life inftantane- 
oufly in a fimilar manner, as likewife lightning; 
for they probably coagulate all the adeps, de- 
{troy the animal and vital powers, without any 
evident marks of violence. Whether the in- 
creafed nervous influence is fimilar to the elec- 
tric fhock is difficult to determine; but their 
effects, however, feem not very diffimilar. 


The importance of the tela cellulofa, then, 
appears ftill greater than has been imagined, 
when we confider that no arterial motion can 
exift or proceed without its office: it compofes 
the greateft part of arterial coats, the vagina 
and interftices of nervous fafciculi, and every 
part of the human body, the mufcular fibres 
excepted, and its unctious cellular fluid facili- 
tates and preferves parts deftined to every ac- 
tion through life by its conftant fupply. 


Wherever the fluid contained in its cells coa- 
gulate, motion muft abfolutely ceafe: this idea 
may be carried to all the minute ramifications 
of arteries, nerves, lymphatics, their coats be- 

Gg 2 ing 
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ing compofed principally of the tela cellu. 
Jofa, and the cells of this membrane always 
contains a fluid, either oleous, lymphatic and 
coagulable, or ferous, as in drapfies, exclufive 


of aérial fluids, which penetrate through et 
part, however minute. ; 


The immediate caufe, then, of the ¢eranus 
is fuppofed to be an infpiffation, or coagulation 
of the adeps, oleum, lymph, &c., in the cells 
of the ¢ela cellulofa, occafioning a refiftance fu- 


perior to the nervous influence for the purpofes 
ef mufcular action. 


The cure of the tetanus and other fpafmi io- 
nict have been attempted by bleeding, which 
fome advife and others rejeét; cuppings, {cari- 
fications, leeches, arteriotomy in the temples, 
emetics, cathartics; by the olettm ricini in 
worm cafes; diaphoretics, if arifing from erup- 
tions retropulfed ; emollient fomentations, and 
frictions with oil, by warm horfe dung. « De 
Heen recommends cold fomentations, but in 
young perfons hot, veficatories, errhines, elec- 
tricity. Bontius gives opium to a fcruple, 
which Lind and Chalmers, with many others, 
adopt. Monro advifes falivation; and mercu-. 
ry is prefcribed by. many internally and exter- 
naliy. Collin advifes his favorite medicine, 
fores araice; mutk, and bark, if periodical. 


The 
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The celebrated Dr. Cullen thinks any fcientific 
plan of cure vain and fruitlefs ; in which, with 
the utmoft refpect for that truly great and ra- 
tional phyfician, I muft beg leave to differ. 
The Doctor remarks, from the judgment of 
others, that opium, in large dofes, often re- 
peated, has been efficacious, and unites mufk 
and camphor; warm bathing has proved inju- 
tious ; mercury has been found ufeful lately, 
blifters hurtful. The Petroleum Barbadenfe, 
or Barbadoes tar, and cold bathing, has lately 
been introduced with fuccefs. 


It may be neceffary for me to repeat the re- 
mark J formerly publifhed in the Medical Ad- 
vice to the Army and Navy ferving in bot Climates, 
which I prefented to His prefent Majefty, that, 
having feen numerous inftances of thefe tonic 
fpafms, particularly the locked jaw after gun- | 
fhot and other wounds, fevers, &c., | muft 
confefs, that mufk, camphor, blifters, warm 
bathing, opium in full dofes, &c., generally 
failed, and the patients died: indeed fo fte- 
quently, that I was induced always to conclude 
the cafe very defperate whenever thofe fymp- 
tors appeared. 


From repeated reflection on the fubje&, the 
frequent ili fuccefs of opium, warm bathing, 
bliftering, muik, camphor, and electricity, &c., 


Ge 3 I was 
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I was determined to attempt the cure by other 
methods; namely, by antimony and mercury 
combined. ‘Fwo inftances oceurred in Lon- 
don: the onea lady, ‘who taught many of our 
nobility the harp, had a ¢ri/mus, or locked jaw, 
which was cured by Plummer’s pill to two 
grains every fix hours; a ftrong folution of 
camphor and the eighth of a grain of fartarum 
emeticum after each pill. Thefe remedies caufed 
a continual perfpiration ; the patient was kept 
in bed, but a free air was circulated through 
‘the room, and in the courfe of a few days the 
diforder was perfectly cured, | 


Another inftance was Mrs. G., of Broad 
Street, Carnaby Market, who was cured of an 
emprofthotonos and locked jaw, not indeed fo 
foon, but by a fimilar treatment with the for- 
mer. The dofe of the pilula Plummeri did not 
exceed one grain about every eight hours, and 
-@ fixteenth of a grain of tartarum emeticum 
diffolved in camphor folution; this patient’s 
ftomach being more irritable, and the habit 
weaker than the former. 


A. fpeculum oris is commonly neceflary during 
the cure, to render the mouth fufficiently open 
to receive light broths and medicines, &c. 


As this diforder is rare in England, it might 
perhaps be eligrble to attempt the cure in the 
; hot 
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ner climates by the method | here communi- 
cated. | | 


The reafoning which gave origin to this 
treatment was from obferving callofities fur- 
rounding ulcers often become foft by the com- 
bination of mercury and antimony, cinnaba- 
rine fumigations, &c.* 

This callofity I repeatedly: demonftrated, 
while I praétifed furgery, to be a coagulation 
of the adeps in the cells of the cellular mem- 
brane immediately under the cutis. 

Conceiving the rigidity in the /pafmi tonici, 
and other immobility of mufcles, to be nothing 
elfe than the coagulation of the oleum, lymph, 
&c., it was imagined, from analogy, that fome 
fuccefs would follow a fimilar treatment. 


Rigidity in mufcles I have often relaxed by 
fuch treatment. ‘Two years ago a patient of 
Mr. Billinghurft’s, near Shepherd’s Market, 
May Fair, was cured of an induration, rigi- 
dity, and lamenefs, in the gaffrocnemii and /o- 
deus mufcles, by a pediluvium compofed of fal. 
commune and aqua tepida, and folution of mer- 
curius correfivus fublimat. and ftartarum emetie- 
cum united, in the dofe of a fixteenth of a 
grain, internally, of each ter de die, mixed in 


* See Treatife on the Cure of ulcerated fore Legs, and other 
Impurities, &c., 4th edition; in which obfervations made for 
near thirty years are unrefervedly communicated, &c. 
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a decoction of farfaparilla with nitre. A weak 
mercurial ointment ftrongly impregnated with 
camphor was rubbed into the ancle, being be- 
low the direction of the lymphatics proceeding 
to the mufcles affeted. Numerous inftances 
of this fort might be adduced; but as this cafe 
had refifted every other mode many years, and 
the gentleman had long fuffered miferably 
from his lamenefs and pain, it is mentioned. 
to induce other practitioners to attempt the 
cure of rigidity of parts by fuch like methods. 


It fhould be obferved, that though the dif- 
order is very common in hot climates, yet it 
rarely happens in England. For the {pace of 
twenty-two years that I have been fettled in 
this great metropolis, during all which period I 
have feldom feen lefs than between one and two 
hundred patients on my public days, weekly, 
and fometimes more, I fcarce ever recollect 
having this diforder to prefcribe for, except in 
the inftances now mentioned. 


The attempts to cure the tetanus, emprofthoto- 
nos, epifthotonos, and ¢rifmus, or locked jaw, or 
any other rigidity of the tonic {pafmodic clafs, 
may be conducted ina fimilar manner. 


The removal of the evident local caufe, as 
compreffions or wounds of nerves; for which 
purpofe divifion of the nerve is recommended 
by numerous authors. When the nerves of the 

_ hand, 
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hand, wrift, ancle, or foot, from previous 
wounds, laceration, puncture, &c.,, are the 
caufes, the divifion of the nerve can feldom be 
performed, becaufe the tendinous aponeurofes 
moftly cover thofe nerves and nervous filaments ; 
therefore, unlefs it fhould be an external cuticu- 
lar nerve, the operation is impracticable. If 
the deep-feated trunk of the nerve fending 
branches to the part could be divided, which 
is very difficult, on account of its contiguity 
with the artery, exclufive of the uncertainty of 
its exact fituation, and the improbability of 
difcovering it even by a careful diflection ; yet 
the fuccefs of the operation would be dubious, 
and would injure all the other parts below, 
wherever it fpreads filaments or penetrates 
membranous expanfions. 


The divifion, then, of the nerve is not always 
fo eafy as phyficians who prefcribe it imagine ; 
but in general muft be impracticable, hazard- 
ous, Or injurious, as every one verfed in ana- 
tomy, and who has feen, by practical experi- 
ence, the danger of punctures, wounds, or la-. 
ceration of tendinous expanfions, or nervous 
membranes, muft acknowledge. 


From the foregoing confiderations on the na- 
ture of tonic fpafms, and the ill fuccefs attend- 
ing the methods formerly experienced in hot 
climates by opium, mufk, camphor, warm 


bathing, 
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bathing, &c., 1 fhould be induced to attempt 
the cure by the combination of mercury and 
antimony, as more likely to fucceed than ei- 
ther opium alone, or when joined with anti- 
f{pafmodics. 


It appears rational to raife and continue a 
“ogentle perfpiration, without increafing heat; 
Aby this means, if the infpiflated or coagulated 
‘fluids occafioning the rigidity become reliqui- 
fied and thinner, abforption might follow, and 
thus a cure might be effected by a refolution 
anda recirculation of the cellular fluids, and a 
relaxation of the caufe of rigidity. 


Antimonium tartarizatum, in {mall dofes, with 
_ folutio camphorata , the pulvis antimonialis, with 
calomel, fumigations of cinnabar, or Aithiop’s, 
received gradually by the mouth; mercury . 
rubbed into the arms and legs, with camphor, 
in the form of an ointment; James’s powder 
alone, or joined with calomel ; Plummer’s pill; 
Kermes mineralis, with argentum vivum or calo- 
mel; Plénk’s folution, with fartarum emeticum, 
and fuch efficacious preparations; with fric- 
tions, and pediluvia of agua tepida and fal. com- 
mune diflolved; might bid the faireft to re- 
move this terrible affection. 

As the diforder is not only rigidity of muf- 
cles, but likewife a ftrong affection of the ner- 
vous. fyftem, muik, camphor, oleum animale, 

oleum 
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oleum fuccini, and other volatiles or fetids, may 
be prefcribed, though their evident effects are 
much more ambiguous than antimony and@ner- 
cury in very {mall dofes and frequently repeat- 
ed. If opium be given, let it be joined with 
our pulvis antimonialis, tartarum emeticum, James’s 
powder, &c., and then two indications are an- 
{wered — the attempt to relax the fpafm, and 
the diflodgment of the impacted fluids in the. 
cells of the tela cellulofa, 


From the little fuccefs I have obferved by 
the ufe of opium, I muft confefs I fhould not 
be ftrenuous to prefcribe it in thefe kinds of 
diforders, but proceed to what appears more 
rational and efficacious.. Indeed there feems to 
be fufficient conviction of its inutility, from 
feveral eminent phyficians in the hot climates 
lately omitting it, and prefcribing mercury; 
cold bath, &c., in preference to opiates. 

The imminent danger and acutenefs of the 
difeafe require prompt remedies, and a fpirited 
exertion in the prefcriber: there is no time for 
expecting any wonders from what is called na- 
ture; therefore art muft give vigor to the fol- 
vent and expulfive powers, and drive, if poffi- 
ble, the caufes of the difeafe from the habit, or 
the deftruction of the patient is the inevitable 
confequence; many inftancés of which I have 
formerly obferved, In fuch defperate difeafes, 

where 


x60 A TREATISE ON 


where recovery is very doubtful, and death al- 
moft certain, it is juftifiable to prefcribe boldly 
an a@tive remedy ; for if it fhould not fucceed, 
the patient cannot be rendered worfe by any 
humane, liberal, and rational attempt. 


As to warm bathings, pediluvia excepted, 
they perhaps rather infpiffate the fluids in the 
tela cellulofa, which is perhaps the reafon why 
they have proved injurious by too much increa- 
fing the heat, which, in hot climates, is very 
intenfe. If baths or pediluvia are ufed, their 
heat fhould be very moderate, and thus might 
be more ufeful, if, according to circumftances, 
either fal commune, borax, fal nitre, fal vo- 
jatile c. c., or weak folution of fixed alkaline 
falt, be added *. I have known thefe tepid 
baths very beneficial in many inflammatory dif- 
orders, acute rheumatifm, &c. It is certain 
if thefe fpecies of baths be prepared weak, 
fome of their particles are received by abforp- 
tion; not indeed by the lymphatic fyftem, 
which I believe excludes faline particles, but 
by the minute venous. abforption communica- 
ting immediately with fanguiferous veins. This 
can be proved to exift, contrary to tke late re- 


* Experiments fhew that heat in certain degrees infpiffate 
or coagulate fluids; lymph by r1r4, ferum 150, of Fahren- 
heit’s thermometer, the latter not without lofing a great por- 
tion of its volatile-parts, &c.—Haller, lib. v. feet. iii.- 


ceived 
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ceived opinion of fome very ingenious and emi- 
nent anatomifts and phyfiologifts. 


Obftipitas, or Spafmus of the Neck. 

The tonic fpafm of the neck prevents the 
mobility and flexility of the head. When it 1s 
accidental from cold, known by the namo of 
{tiff neck, it is cured by fomentations of warm 
water and common falt, and volatile liniment ; 
to which may be added oleum terebinth. ether. 
and tinGura thebaica. 


I have obferved in practice a great miftake in. 
the application of external remedies. The 
miufcles on the ftretch occafion moft pain, and 
are rubbed with liniments, &c. ; whereas thofe 
that are contracted are alone difeafed ; therefore 
remedies fhould be applied to the contracted 
parts of the mufcles, in order to relax the fpafn. 

If the wry neck fhould arife from a diftor~ 


tion or inflexion of the vertebra, it is rarely or 
with great difficulty curable. — | 

In the wry neck arifing from a fixed con- 
traction of the maftoid mufcle, the divifion of 
that mufcle by a chirurgical operation is necef- 
fary, which liberates the patient from the dif. 
figuring diforder, 


ON 
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On gervous Debility. 


The diminifhed or impeded faculty of per- 
forming the natural vital and animal functions 
proper and ufual to each individual is called de- 
bility, and by the Greeks adynamia. 

Various are the caufes that may induce ner- 
vous debility, and it may be univerfal or par- 
tial, from impediments in the nervous fyftem ; 
as defect in the brain or nervous powers, their 
activity or electricity diminifhed, or the tranfi- 
tus of the nervous influence being diminifhed 
or impeded. 


Electricity in the human body is diminifhed 
by moifture, augmented by pure clear air; the 
former is common to {wampy and low fitua- 
tions, and occafions deprefhions of fpirits; the 
latter renders the inhabitants volatile, impetu- 
ous, and {lively, and is found in open or lofty 
countries, and in warmer climates. 


The eleétrical fluid and the nervous influ- 
ence are greatly obtunded and weakened by pu- 
trid, cadaverous, poifonous, and narcotic ex- 

halations, 
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halations, contagious miafma in malignant epi- 
demic difeafes ; or by pathemata animi, as ter- 
ror, grief, &c.; fedentary life, too much fleep, 
grofs, vifcid, or farinaceous diet, too delicate 
attention to the conftitution: henée the chil- 
dren of the opulent are often lefs _— a 
ruftics. 


The avoiding thefe caufes, which diminith 
the nervous powers, proves the prevention of 
cure. 

The impediments of the nervous influence 
are, compreffions, ligatures, tumors, callofi- 
ties, plethora, cacochymia, &c.; all binihnidie are, 
if poffible, to be removed. 


There are, befides, profufe evacuations, pro- 
lapfus, herniw, diftenfions, varices, aneurifins, 
rupture of veflels and effufions of blood, drop- 
fies, diabetes, &c., &c., which may occafion 
general or partial debility, and fhould be treated 
according to art. 

~The more weakly children have foft bones : 
hence rickets, diftortions of the fpine, 8c. 

In fuch cafes, befides evacuations to cleanfé 
the furface of the inteftines, &c., and toniés otf 
alteratives, animal food fhould be ‘preferibed, 
and all vegetables, fruits, roots, puddings, &c. 
avoided, 

From the laxity of the tela cellulo ofa, std a 
‘dimunithed energy of the nervous fyftem, wo- 

. men 
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men are fubject to hyfterical and fpafmodical 
affections ; men to the hypochondriacal. De- 
bility, from flight compreffion in the cerebrum, 
produce delirium, dulnefs, ftupor, in the eyes 
dimnefs, in the ears tingling and deafnefs. 
From the leaft bodily motion the heart beats 
with velocity, with fhort cough, particularly on 
laughter, fneezing, calling, finging, or any ex- 
ertion; the arteries likewife beat with greater 
velocity; the nerves and tendons vibrate, as 
thofe fubject to tremors frequently experience. 


This nervous debility fhould always be treat- 
ed according to its refpective caufes, which, be- 
ing difcovered by the fymptoms, and reflection 
of the medical practitioner, are to be, if poffi- 
ble, removed, = 


In plethora, evacuants and venzfection ; in 
pallor and weaknefs, tonics of bark, fteel, &c., 
and a nutritious, dryifh diet ; in obftruction and 
cacochymia, alteratives, mercurials, or antimo- 
nials, in {mall dofes, are occafionally eligible. 


Pure air, proper exercifes, cold bath, and 
amufements, much contribute to remove ner- 
vous debility. 

Electricity, as it augments the circulating 
powers when fparks or the electrical ftream are 
conducted through the body, may be likewife 
of confiderable utility ; but it would be im- 
proper.in plethora. 

The 


— 
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The Vertigo. ’ 


The vertigo is a diforder in which objects 
at reft feem to turn round: it is called a giddi- 
nefs or {wimming in the head, and is not diff- 
milar to intoxication by {trong liquors. 

The vertigo feems often the firft ftep to- 
wards apoplexy. Various colors appear before 
the eyes, objects are often feen double, with 
ungrateful dinning or found in the ears, &c.: 
if the diforder be more vehement, the patient 
totters, and is {carcely able to ftand erect with- 
out fupport ; and it is accompanied fometimes 
with naufea and vomiting. 

The proximate’caufe is in the fanguiferous 
and nervous fy{tem of the encephalon; but the 
remote caufes are numerous: the vertigo, there-. 
fore, may be fymptomiatic, or idiopathic. This 
diffections clearly demonftrate*; for the caufes 


and 
* DISSECTIONS AFTER DEATH. 

Symptomaia morborum. Exti[picia cadaverum. 

Vertigo, cum febre, capitis Pulmones & hepar putridi- 
& hepatis dolore, convulfioni- tate affe&ii. 
bufque fine ulla purulenta ex- 
fpuitione. 

Accerfit vomitum & dolo- = Omentum putridum, ven. 
rep ventriculi. triculus rigefcens. 

Invadit crapulofim. Veatriculus inflammatus in 


parte inferidre, | 
Hh Cum 
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and effects are not only difcoverable in the head, 
but in the thoracical and abdominal vifcera, 
communicating the fenfations by means of the 
par vagum and intercoftal nerves, their gan- 
glions, &c., to the brain. 


The idiopathic vertigo arifes from injuries of 
the fcull, or brain ; as wounds, contufions, com- 
preffions, overfulnefs of veffels, or extravafa- 
tion of fluids in the ventricles or other parts of 
the brain, &c., ftrong paffions of the mind, &c. 

The fympathic vertigo takes its origin from 
the ftomach or inteftines oppreffed with wind, 


or 


Symptomata morborumt. Extifpicia cadaver um. 


Cum cephalalgia, delirio & Pars fuperior corporis cal- 
affe€tu comatofo interdum re- lofi, putrida. 


currentibus. 
Febre acuta enecatur puella | Subftantia cerebri humida, 
vertigin! obnoxia. aqua in ventriculis, vafa me 
ningum repleta. 

Tn affeftum caroticum abit. Cerebri anfra€tus & ventri- 
culi, colluvie ferofa madebant. 

In apoplexiam. Aqua in cerebri ventricu- 
hs. 

Item, | Glandula pinealis ingens, 
carcinomatis naturam redo- 
lens. 

Item. Vafa cerebri & pulmonum 


fanguine turgida, fanguis pre- 
terea effufus intra fubftantiam 
cerebri. 


Cum 
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er overloaded with {trong liquors; in fupera- 
bundance of bile; worms; fromthe ufe of hen- 
bane, hemlock, opium, belladona, or narco- 
tics, poifons, &c. 

The metaftatic vertigo may arife from acri- 
mony, as gouty, rheumatic, or venereal ; or fup- 
prefled evacuations, coftivenefs, from humid 


and cold air, &c. 


Dr. Mead, ard many celebrated phyficians, 
recommend vomiting ; but fuch practice I con- 


' Symptomata morborum. 


Cum convulfionibus fevit 
# fpirandi difficultatem accer- 


Gr. 


Apoplecticum affeétum ac- 


cerfit; quo curato ingruit 
afthma cum ifero & febre 
lenta. 


Succedanea: Capitis con- 


tufioni & apoplexiam accerfit. 


Cum vomitu & ftupore pot. 


cafum ab alto invadit ebrium, 
quem fuftulit apoplexia inopi- 
nata. / 
Succedit dolori capitis. 
Poft vulnus occipiti inflic- 
tum paralyfim fibi accerfit. 


Abufu meri fovetur & in 
apoplexiam lethalem degene- 
Tate 


Hh 2 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 


Inteftina flatu turgida; re- 
nes calculofi, aqua in thorace; 
pulmones duri & exefi, aqua 
in pericardio, & cranio. 

Pulmonum tubercula, hee 
par durum. 


Tumor tunicatus in finiftro 
cerebri hemifpherio. 

Ventriculi cerebri fanguine 
turgent, cranium fraétum oce 


currite 


Aqua in cerebro. 

Ventriculus cerebri dexter 
aqua limpida turgens, illafo 
finiftro ventriculo. 

Sanguis concretus in ceree 
bro. 


fider 
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fider hazardous, as it forces a great quantity of 
blood to the head, and may rupture veffels that 
previoufly were in a ftate of diftention. 


The cure of the vertigo, like all other dif- 
-eafes, fhould be conducted according to caufes 
and conftitutions, age, fexes, and climates. 
In plethora and threatening apoplexy, bleed- 
ing, evacuations, and abftinence; in nervous 
irritability, antifpafmodics ; 1n flatulency, lime | 
water, &c.; in debility, tonics; and in acti- 
mony, corre€tors, according to the {pecies. 

All flatulent diet, ale, fmall beer, écc., fhauld 
be avoided, 


On foporofe Affec ions. 

The foporofe affections comprehend the le- 
~ ’ ' ‘ ae} r 
thargy, carus, coma, &c., which are properly 

confidered lighter fpecies of the apoplexy. 
The /ethargy is a profound fleep, accompa- 
nied with fever and lofs of memory :_ the pa- 
tient affifts not himfelfi in the evacuation of 
urine, and commonly fleeps with the mouth 
open*,. 


The 


* DissECTIONS AFTER. DEATH. 


Symptomata morborum. Extifpicia cadaverum. 


Lethargus, com ftupore &  Cerebrum & cerebellum in 

paralyfi dextri lateris. parte dextra & poftica omnino 
faniofa, putrida & corrupta. 

| Lethargicus 
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The ecarus is the moft profound fleep, from 
which the patient cannot be awakened, and is 
the neareft in degree to the apoplexy; but it 


, 


Symptomata morborum. 


Lethargicus evadit quidam 
cerdis oppreffionibus & leipo- 
thymus laborans cum cede- 
mate corporis & dein {phacelo 


ertis. 
Cum paralyfi totius fere la- 
teris finiftri, fefe adjungit 


fluxul purulento e naribus.- 
Poft capiti inflictum vulnus 
fubfequuntur convulfiones. 
Succedit. capitis. intume- 
fcentiz. ° 
Doloribus nephriticis & if- 


churiz. 


Catalepfia, fepius recurrens 


ip epilepfiam lethalem abit. 


Amentiz fuccedit. 

Affectus foporofus. 
concomitatur ifchuriam.. 

Noftalgie fe adjungit. 


Carus 


‘Motus convulfivos lethales 


vaccerfit. 


Excipit dolorem capitis. 


Hh 3 


proceeds 


Lxtifpicia Cadaverume 


Pertcardium cordi adnae 


tum. 


Pus e cerebro ad nares, me- 
. . * ’ 
diante foramine carie efforma- 
to appellir. 
Cranium illefum, fanguis 
in cerebro ftagnans, 


Hydrocephalus. 


Renes & ureteres calculis 
infaréti. 
Sanguis effufus inter anfracs 
tus cerebri, vafa encephali ture 
gida, & colluvies fanguinolens 
ta in cranio. 
Cerebrum exfuccum. 
Ren finifter ingens calculis 
infarétus. 
Ventriculi cerebri & cor 
fanguine polypofo turgent. 
Lien magnus &: quafi of- 
feus ; aqua in cerebro; gela- 
tina juxta tractum meningis. 
Tumor fteatomatofus in la- 
tere finiftro cerebri. 


Vertigine 
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proceeds with a freer refpiration and without 


ftertor. 


Symptomaia morborum. 


Vertigine prehenditur cui 
dein fuccedit fenfuum aboli- 
tlo. 

Somnolentus digitos conti- 
nuo naribus admovet, febrici- 
tat & vermibus ftrangulari con- 
élamitat. 

Quem excipit catarrhus. 


Exoritur in febre continua. . 


Succedaneus. Vertigini. 


-. Ifchurie. 


“*e Item. 


Looe Vomitui & doloribus 


yentris. 


—-—— Epilepfie cum dolore 
in finiftro capitis latere. 
—— Cephalagiz, pulfu fa- 
no fuperftite. 
_—— Vertigini & cephalal- 
wie. 
—-—— Paraphrenitidi 


--— Delirio cum palpita- 
tione cordis. 


| The 


Extifpicia cadaveram. 
Sanguis effufus in cerebri 
ventriculos. 


Abdomen intagétum, ventri- 
culi eerebri aqua fcatent. 


Aqua limpida inter corti-: 
eem cerebri & corpus callo- 
fum ; pulmones putridi. 

Pulmones putridi partibus 
Vicinis anneXle 

Aqua in cerebro. 

Renes & ureteres calculi 
infaréti. 

Colluvies circa vias urina- 
rias. 

Pylorus feirrhofus; aqua 
in eranio, & cerebri ventri~ 
culis. 

Abfceffus in cerebro in de 
loris fede. 

Abfceffus in cerebello. 


Menimges craflz. 
Cerebrum intattum; vefi- 
cula fellis, bile atra tumens. 
Cerebrum & cerebellum du+ 
riora ; ventriculi cordis con- 
cretionibus {catent, 
Excipit 


FEMALE DISEASES, &e. 


471 


The coma fomnolentum is a propenfity to fleep, 
in which, however, the patient can be awaken- 
ed by external moving objects, and then imme- 
diately falls again into dofing or fleep. 


Thefe diforders are commonly accompanied 
with others, or lead to the apoplexy, palfy, &c. 


The. diffections fhew various caufes in the 
head, polypofe concretions in the large veffels ; 
their treatment will be confidered under the 
diforder called apoplexy, to which they are 


nearly allied. 


Symptomata morborum. 


Affeftus foporofus. 


idtum cranio infli@ums 


Excipit 


Item. 


Trem. 
Circa os temporum, 


Item. 
Frontis. 


Vulnus acinace occipiti in- 
fiictum cui fefe implicat he- 
rmiplegia. 


Inflammationi palpebarum, 


Poft eruptionem petechia- | 


rum in febre. 


Hh 4 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 


Contra fiffura cranii & fan- 
guis ftagnans in cerebro. 

Pus inter cranium & duram 
meningem fanguis effufus in 
ventriculos cerebri. 

Sanguis effufus in ventricu< 
lis cerebri. 

Abfceffus cerebri juxta lo« 
cum percuffum. 

Sanguis effufus in eranium. 

Abfceffus in parte antica 
cerebri. 

Aqua & pus in ventriculis 
cerebri. 


Fra€tura in orbita & abe 
fceffus in cerebri parte antica. 

Cerebrum, hepar, ventricus 
lus & inteftina infammata. 


The 
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The coma vigil, pervigilium, or azrypnia, are ’ 
cifeafes contrary to the preceding. 

The coma vigil, or typhomania, is called a 
{purious lethargy, tn which there is a propenfity 
to fleep, with delirium, yet no fleep follows. 
The eyes are fuddenly opened, the afpect looks 
wild, the patients are clamorous, and talk in- 
coneruous, ae 

The pervigilium is a ftate in which the pa- 
tient cannot fleep, neither day nor night; 
fometimes with delirium. This is ominous in 
acute difeafes. 


_ Thefe fymptoms arife from irritation on the 
brain and its membranes, and various are the 
caules, both remote and proximate, as acrimo- 
ny, fractures, contufions, wounds, the ftone, 
and other vehement pains; fpafms, whether 
topical or univerfal ; inflammations, plethora, 
difeafes of the ftomach, diaphragm ; pains in 
the bowels of infants, &c. 


The cure confifts in removing the caufes. 


On the Apoplexy. 

A fudden abofition of the fenfes, profound 
flcep, with ftertor or fnoring, is called apo- 
plexy. wot 

This diforder was formerly divided fnto two 
fpecies, the ferous and fanguineous, 

“Anatomical inquiries and practical obferva- 
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tion, however, few. various caufes capabie of 
producing the apoplexy; therefore thofe an- . 
cient divifions, as they neither afford a precife 
idea of the difeafe, nor comprehend its origi- 
nal caufes, other divifions more applicable te 
the different {pecies are eligible. : 

In the former part of this work the treat- 
ment of the hyfteric apoplexy is explained ; 
therefore the-different fpecies, and caufes pro- 
ducing this dangerous difeafe, thall be. briefly. 
daivare?: 

The apoplexia fanguinea, fanguineous apoplexy, 
or the fpecies of this difeafe arifing from ple 
thora. 


This commonly attacks patients with fhort 
necks, florid complections, and is induced by 
mufcular inaétivity, overabundance of foods 
and drinks, and an inattention to conftantl 
procuring fufficient. evacuations, violent pai- 
fions, particularly anger, &c. 


The effe&ts produced are diftended veffels. 


‘in the brain and its membranes, water in its 


ventricles, &c., and, if the diforder prove fa- 
tal, extravafation of blood, &c. 


A greater quantity of blood is conveyed te 
the head by the carotids, both external and in- 
ternal, and vertebral artery, than the finufes, 


jnterna) and external jugulars and occipital 


Veins, 
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veins, are capable of returning; hence com- 
preffion of the medullary fubftance of the 
brain, rupture of veffels, and death, 


The arteries and veins within the brain are of 
a weaker ftructure than in the other parts of 
the body ; hence dilatation, rupture, and extra- 
vafation of fluids. 


As there are no mufcles within the brain, nor 
elongation or contraction in thofe parts, the cir- 
culation is lefs vivid; yet by the means of the 
finufes fewer accidents happen than might other- 
wife have been expected. | 


When the apoplectic ftroke proves fatal, a 

fudden ftagnation of blood in the veins feems 
to be a principal caule ; therefore venefection 
‘fails. 
The heart and arteries feem convulfed; the 
blood is violently projected towards the head ; 
the venal fyftem not returning, ‘the blood is the 
caufe of firft rednefs, and afterwards lividnefs 
in the face, lips, diftention of vefiels: in the 
conjunctiva of the eyes, &c. 


The blood is forced by the aorta and arteries 
to the head and other parts; the fubftance of 
the brain is compreffed by plenitude either of 
vifcid or ferous blood; the will lofes fuddenly 
the power of commanding the voluntary muf- 
cles; the patient totters, reels, and falls down 

| either 
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either dead or in a ftate of ftupid infenfibility, 
_ froths at the mouth, and fnores *, 


If, after a large bleeding, as before recom- 


* DISSECTIONS 


Symptomata morborum. 


Apoplexia. Cum convul- 
fionibus ingruit & fubito vi- 
rum enecat, 


Curatur, fed denuo 


eum paralyfi dextri lateris re- 
crudefcit. 


Hemiplegiam, cui 
gangrena fuccedit, poft fe tra« 
hit. 

———— Prehendit virgi- 
nem, cephalalgia cum conyul- 
fionibus, laborantem. 
Excandefcit febris 
& hemiplegia ingruit, 


; Derepente mulie- 
rem cephalalgia © laborantem 
invadit, & de medio tollit, 


Poft fe trahit para- 
lyfim dextri lateris, conyul- 
fiones finiflri & lapillos excer- 


nit eger. 


bus, fingultu & cephalaa fefe 
adjungit. 


Cum convulfioni- 


mended, 


AFTER DEATH. 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 


Vertebrales & carotides ar- 
teriz difrupte. 


Agua in cerebro. 


Aqua in cranio & theca 


{pinali. 


Aqua in cerebro, 


Aqua in ventriculis cere- 
bri, vafa piz meningis fan~ 
guine infaréta, plexus cho- 
roides hydatidefus. 

Serum in ventriculis cere« 
bri. 
jus vafa & fanguine fluidifi- 
mo turgent. 


Gelatina obducuntur e« 


Cerebrum putridum,:renes 
lapillis fcatentes. 


Aqua & fanguis effufa in 


cerebro. 


Apoplexiae 
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mended, the patient furvives the firft attack, 
and no extravafation of blood or ferum has 
happened ‘in the brain, fome, after remaining 


Symptomata morborumte 
Apoplexia. *Stipatur para- 
lyfi utriufque lateris. 


Cum refolutione 
brachii finiftri. 

Dextri. 

Cum refolutione 


dextri lateris. 

Inter ufum aqua- 
rum mineralium plures ene~ 
cat. 


— Quadragenariuin 


= medio toflit. 


Arthriticus con- 


yvulfionibus laborans, apo- 


plexia tollitur. 


\ 


—- Bibacem prehen- 
dit 


awe EH britim. 


——— Scorbuticum jam- 


diu refpiratione anhelofa, & 


capitis gravitate laborantem, 


corripit. 


in 


Extfpicia cadaverum. 


Sanguis effufus intra fube 
ftantiam cerebri & ejus yafa 
infarciens. 

Ventriculi cerebri aqua cru- 
enta fcatent, & foveola intra 
fubftantiam.cerebri infculpta, 
fanguine turget. | 

Aqua in cerebro. 

Vafa encephali varicofa & 
fanguine infaréta. 

Sanguis effufus intra fub- 
ftantiam cerebri. 


Aqua in cranlo. 


Sanguis concretus in cere~ 


bro. 


Sanguis effufus intra fub- 
ftantiam cerebri. Aqua in 
dextro ventriculo, 

Dure matris vafa aneurif- 
matica; fanguis effufus in 
fubftantia cerebri. 

Cerebrum inculpatum ; pul- 
mo ichore infarétus. — 


/ 
‘ 
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in a ftate of ftupefaction for hours or days, re- 
cover, without any recollection, or fcarce any, 


of what has happened. 


Symptomata morborum. 


Apoplexia. Pott fe corporis 
paralyfim trahit. 

——— Apoplexiam fubi- 
taneam prehendunt convul- 
fiones. 


cmemeee Febre ftipatur. 


——— Sefe adjungit febri 
{htermittenti. 

——— Tollit quemdam 
fumo tabaci & matticationi 
nicotiane familiarem. 


— Ingruit inter pran- 


dium. 


— Succedanea. In- 


folationi. 

——— Quam prehendunt 
paralyfis partis finiftre & con- 
vulfio dextre, fuccedit verti- 
gini cum capitis dolore grava- 
tivo. . 

—~— Vertigini, ofto poft 
capitis contufiones. 

——— Doloribus fincipi- 
tis. 


The 


Extifpicia cadaverum. 

Ventriculi cerebri fanguine 
concreto turgent. © 

Venzx encephali flatu turs 
gide ; ferum in ventriculis, 
Grumus fanguinis occurrebat 
in thalamis nervorum optico- 
rum & in quarto ventriculo. 

Sanguis concretus in ven« 
triculis cerebri. 

Vifcera corporis precipua 
corrupta. 

Materies nigricans infarc 
fuliginis in cranio. 


Cranium & theca vertebra- 
lis aqua turgent, 

Sanguis concretus in ven~_ 
triculis cerebri, & hydatides 
in plexu choroideo. 

Ventiiculi cerebri aqua dif. 
tentl. | 


Hydatides in cerebri fub- 
ftantia. 

Sanguis intra fubftantiam 
cerebri. 


| Apoplexia 
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The Diagnoftics of the Apoplexy. 
The /anguineous apoplexy is known by the 
rednefs and fulnefs in the face. 


Symptomata morborurt. 
Apoplexia fuccedanea. Vul- 
neri infra orbitam infliéte. 


mn Epilepfiz. 


——— Vertigini, 
——-— Bis vertigini fuc- 
cedit. ' 


one Trem, 


Hemicranix. 
——— Narium hemorrha- 
giz & vertigint. 


— Stipata immani 


ptyalifmo, poft affumtos flores 
antimonii. . 
-————- Vertigini & tre- 
mork. | 
~——— Poft cafum ab al- 
to, fanguis per aures & os 
fluit, & dein fevit apoplexia. 


— Poft idtum oculo 


finifttro inflidtum. 


Poft capitis dolores, 


The 


Extifpicia cadaverum: 

Vulnus pertingebat cerebri 
ventriculum, & cranium fan- 
guine turget. 

Cerebrum inflammatum & 
fanguis concretus in ventricu- 
his cerebri. 

Aqua in cerebro. 

Glandula pinealis ingens, 
fubftantia cerebri inculpata. 

Vafa cerebri & pulmonum 
fanguine turgida, fanguis ef- 
fufus in fubftantiam cerebri. 

Abfceffus in cerebro. 


Sanguis concretus in cere- 


bri ventriculis. 

Materia mucofa in cerebro, 
pectore & ftomacho. | 

Aqua in ventriculis cerebri, 
plexus choroides hydatidofus. 

Sanguis effufus in cere- 
brum; cranium fraétum oc- 
currit. 

Sanguis jn ventriculis ce- 
rebri. 


Sanguis effufus in bafi cra- 


' nil: vafa oculi difrupta. 


Membranarum coalitio, 
Hydrocephalus. 
Apoplexia. 


—— 
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The /erous by a pale or livid color; but on 
this fign no certain dependence can be made: 
the conftitution of the patient and the prece- 
ding caufes ought to be confidered particularly. 


Apoplexy affects the whole body, and differs 
from /yncope, this being attended with a fmall 
pulfe and little refpiration, and often with a 
great coldnefs, 


It differs alfo from foperous, tetbargic fits, 
or fleepy indifpofition, in a fmall degree only : 
in thefe the patient can be.roufed by irritation, 
but foon falls again to fleep, which does not 


happen in the apoplexy. 


From the convulfive 


Symptomata morborum. 
Apoplexia fuccedanea, Pok 
capitis dolores, 
——-— Ictum in bregmate 
€xcipit. 


Succedit Wchuriz & pok fe 
trahit hemiplegiam, 


fcentiz cum cruribus oedema- 
tofis. | 

——— Cum convulfioni- 
bus poft colicam. 

——— Paralyfi cum difi- 
cultate {pirandi, 


— Ventris intume- _ 


catarrh it differs; for 


Exti/picia cadaverum. 


Cerebrum putridum, 


Lamina interna offis coro- 
nalis fiffa, aculeis cerebrum 
vellicat, externa erat illefa, 

Tumor fteatomatofus in ab- 
domine. 


Pulmones pleurz adhzrent. 


Inteftina inflammata. 


Pulmones tubercalofi; pe- 
ricardium aqua turget. 


here 
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hete is a great whiftling or rattling in refpira- 
tion, with fome difficulty; a weak and flow 
pulfe, and the patient retains his fenfibility. 

From the epilep/y it differs; for the body is 
convulfed in the epilepty but’ not in the apo- 
plexy. 

The prognoftics of the is sees are well 
known; a warm fweat fupervening is better 
than a cold fweat: it is eafier to afford and ex- 
peét relief when the patient can {wallow reme- 
dies than when {wallowing is totally impeded. 
In gouty patients, and thofe who have lived 
high and drink fpirits, the diforder is more 
dangerous than amongft tke more abftemious 
and moderate potatores of wine.  Paralytic af- 
feétions fucceed often to the apoplexy ; the pa- 
tient’s life is faved, but embittered with lofs of 
the ufe of one fide of the body or particular 
member. | 


The various Caufes and Species of the Apoplexy, 


The apoplexia traumatica, from wounds, con- 
rufions, fractures of the head, or concuffions of 
the brain. This requires the art of furgery ; 
but-opium, as recomtnended by fome, fhould 
ever be avoided, being contrary to any rational 
intentions of cure. 


The apoplexia temulenta, from drunkennefs. 
rag 


—_ 


5 
if 
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This is owing to the effects of ftrong. liquors, 
of which patients recover by fleep, &c. Vine-— 
gar drink is proper. Opium has produced the 
fame éfects, when injudicioufly given during 
lying-in, or under other circumftances. Les 
mon juice or vinegar are the beft correctors of, 
opium, which the people in the aft experience, 
where this foporiferous drug is frequently uled 
in immenfe quantities. 

The apoplexia byfierica. ‘This has been al- 
ready treated of in the former part of the work ; 


_ as chiefly arifing from wind in the ftomach, cefo- 


phagus, &c. = It is likewife called vaporofa, by- 
pocbondriaca, &c. Leguminous food, as peafe 
foup or pudding, have produced this apoplexy, 
of which I have known inftances, though not 
fatal. | 
Apoplexia arthritica. This is fuppofed to 
arife from a retroceffion of the gouty matter. 
The earthy particles, joined with coagulable 
lymph, which float and predominate in the 
veffels, particularly in the venal fyftem of ar- 
thritic patients, can eafily be conceived capa- 
ble of obftruction in mufcles or membranes, in 
the ftomach, diaphragm, pleura, in the me- 
ninges of the brain, &c.; from hence what 
is called the gout in the head, ftomach, cheft, 
&c. . 


If the brain be overloaded, rupture of veffels 
Ti may 
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may happen: if the diaphragm, a ceffation of 
breathing : if occafioning polyp: in the large 
veffels, death may fuddenly be the confequence, 
and conftitute, what is called the gouty apo- 
plexy ; which difeafe I have feen feveral times. 


In thefe cafes, it muft be obferved, that 
though bleeding may be a prompt remedy du- 


ring the paroxyfm, yet gouty patients cannot 
bear large and repeated bleedings. 


In the gouty apoplexy, diaphoretics, pedilu- 
via of the muriatic acid, and tepid water, Sty 
fhould be prefcribed *. 


Apoplexia metaftatica, owing to fome intro- 
ceffion of fcorbutic or other eruptions. , This. 
fpecies I never recolleé& to have feen; and ha- 
ving been conftantly in practice for above thir- 
ty years, with as many opportunities of obfer- 
vation as moft others of the profeffion, I confi- 
der it a very rare cafe; perhaps the effects 
have not been attributed to juft and true caufes. 


Apopleria ferofa, or pituitofa. ‘This is the 
apoplexy which happens to patients of debili- 
tated habits, with pallid countenances, in which 
ferum predominates, and it is often fucceed- 


ed by an hemiplegia. This is the fpecies , of 


* See Treatife called the Gout alleviated by warm Baths ae 
the muriatic Acid and tepid Water, &c. 


apoplexy 
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apoplexy which fcarcely admits bleeding above 
once ; cupping to the neck might with greater 
propriety be fubftituted. 


If the patient fhould recover the firft fhock, 
and can fwallow internal remedies ;- antimo- 
nial diaphoretics, pediluvia, blifters, volatile va- 
pors, are beneficial. | 

The pallor, debility, weak pulfe, languid 
circulation, all intimate the probability of a 
ftlagnation or extravafation of ferum in the 
brain, or lymph in the larger veffels, &c. 3 
therefore, under fuch circumftances of confti- 
tution, ftimulants become more neceflary than 
in any other fpecies of apoplexy. 

‘The apoplexia febricofa is that fpecies of -apo- 
plexy which has fometimes happened in the 
colimencement of intermittent or remittent 
‘fevers: the primary caufe being the force of 
the febrile powers on the vafcular fyftem, from 
‘which death has been the confequence: bleed- 
ing and fome warm ftimulant are neceflary, 
though. the former, perhaps, is contra-indica- 
ted by the nature of the intermittent or low 
remittent fevers, which feldom require or fuffer 
venefection, though practifed, as I have ob- 
ferved, at Rome and other parts of Italy in the 
hofpitals, by which numbers of the patients 
are loft. The exigence of the cafe, in the 
febrile apoplexy, alone can countenance bleed- 

a’ ; — ing 
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ing either in intermittent or low remitting 
fevers. : 

Apoplexia polypofa. ‘This arifes from polypi 
in the veffels either of the lungs or heart, ob- 
ftructing, or totally impeding, the circulation. 


It follows palpitation of the heart, faintings, 
difficult refpiration, vibration’ of the veffels in 
the neck, intermittent or an irregular pulfe, 
which fometimes flops for a moment and then 
beats again. It is moft common to the corpu- 
lent, with a vifcid texture of blood, from the 
age of forty to fixty-five; to the ftudious ; to 
thofe who live high, and ufe little exercife ; 
to fpirit drinkers ; to thofe who indulge fleep, 
in cold climates, after dinner. In hot cli- 
mates this is neceflary and ufeful. | 


Whenever this difeafe is fufpected, bleeding, 
if not contra-indicated, fhould be occafionally 
repeated. Internally, camphor, nitre,.fal fodz, 
volatile alkali, lime water, faponaceous prepa- 
rations, neutralifed falts, fea air, &c., may be 
preferibed, according to circumftances. 

Apoplexia fufpiriofa. ‘This has been mentioned ~ 
by D. Cuffou, a difeafe obferved amongft in- 
fants, with a fufpirious or fighing expiration, 
deep fleep, the face pallid, the body frigid and 
turgid. 


Bleeding was avoided ; emetics, cathartics, 
blifters 
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blifters behind the ears, commonly proved a 
cure. Emetics are, however, an exceptionable 
practice in all fulneffes of the veffels in the 
brain, as there will be a rifk of ruptures and 
extravafation of fluids. : 

Apoplexia atrabiliaria. This is accompanied 
commonly with the jaundice; the medullary 
fubftance of the brain has been found of a 
brown or darkifh color. _As this originates in 
a difeafed liver, and is moft commonly the ef- 
fect of {pirit drinking, the primary difeafe 
fhould firft be removed. I have cured the 
jaundice, in numerous inftances, by a quarter of 
a grain of calomel night and morning, joined 
with three grains of pilula Ruf, and about two 
fcruples or a drachm of the fal diureticus in in-. 
faf. amar. and tin¢tura amara, two hours before 
dinner and fupper, or oftener. 

Apoplexia inflammatoria, frony inflammation 
of the membranes of the brain in plethoric, 
robuft habits. 


Large bleedings, effectual evacuations by 
purging, fweating, and a ftrict antiphlogiftic 
regimen, with nitre, camphor, antimonial fo- 
lution, fo as never to vomit, bid the faire to 
relieve or cure this highly dangerous difeafe, 

Blifters, as they ftimulate, may be improper ; 
_emetics would be highly dangerous. From 
diffections I have had great reafon to conclude, 

Ii 3 that 
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that emetics have caufed death in apoplexy, by 
forcing an increafe of blood to the head, and 
checking the return of blood in the veins, 
from the diftention and force of the cefopha-~ 
gus, lungs, diaphragm, pectoral, abdominal, 
and cervical muicles, &c. | 

Apoplexia mephitica, ‘This {pecies arifes from 
the fumes of charcoal, vapor of arfenic, mer- 
cury, lead, poifons, &c., mephitic air, &c. 
The treatment of which muft depend on the 
natural or accidental ftate of the conftitution of 
the patient attacked. Indeed all rational prac- 
tice in medicine fhould be more applied to in- 
dividual habits, with all their variety, than is 
ecnerally practifed. Pure air, bleeding, long- 
continued fri€tions, with warm flannels, &c., 
as have been recommended in other cafes, may 
be applied to this {pecies, of which enough has 
been already delivered. 

Apoplexia verminofa. Apoplexy has arifen 
from worms. Wherever this is fufpected, the 
remedies recommended in worm cafes may. be 
preferibed. | Jalap and fal foda are proper; 
the firft will evacuate, the fecond diflodge 
them, provided there be no contra - indica- 
tion to the ufe of foffile alkali, &c., which 
has fomething cauftical and pungent in its na- 
ture, and is improper when the flomach is not 
well defended by mucus, 

is 
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It may be remarked, that when the apoplexy 
invades fuddenly, and like to a ftroke of Jight- 
ning, it is called a fudden ftrong fit, when pre- 
ceded by vertigo, an appearance of flies before 
the eyes, lofs of memory, gnafhing of teeth, 
diminifhed motion of the tongue, ftammering, 
hefitation, or flownefs of fpeech, an obtufe 
pain in the head, tumefaction or inflation of 
the face, fleepinefs after food, or forgetfulnefs 
in converfation, fpontaneous tears, ftupor, or 
numbnefs of the arms or legs, with coldnefs, 
it is called a flow or lighter fit. 


The whole treatment, in the different fpecies 
of apoplexy, may be reduced to a few general 
heads, which are: 


Bleeding fhould be performed as foon as pof- 
fible ; for it is at the beginning of the apo- 
plectic fit that the veffels of the brain are moft 
turgid, the blood rufhes with the greateft vio- 
lence, and the veffels rupture, pouring out 
their fluids; ftuper and infenfibility are the 
confequences. 


When arifing from plethora fufficient to over- 
_ come the circulating powers of the heart and 
arteries, large bleedings, evacuations by urine, 
{weats, purging, and low diet, are neceflary. 


When originating from an abundance of co- 
agulable lymph, or earthy particles, as in the 
arthritic cafes, in which the powers of the heart 

toe and 
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and arteries fcarcely can puth on the blood in 
its channels; bleeding in thefe cafes is the 
prompteft remedy during the paroxyf{m, though 
not always fuccefsful, nor can it be repeated 
often without greatly debilitating the habit. 
It fhould, ‘however, not be omitted, efpecially 
during the paroxyf{m or commencement of the 
difeafe. I have prefcribed it fuccefsfully in pa- 
tients above’ feventy years old. Afterwards, 
the application of leeches, cupping, cauftics 
behind the ears, diaphoretics, blifters to the 

ead, finapifins, volatiles, &c., are proper. 

When the apoplexy happens to perfons where 
the blood is very ferous, or its texture broken 
‘down, as ‘in the hydropic and very pallid and 
debilitated. The mufcular powers of the heart 
and ‘arteries feem fo much debilitated, that al- 
though a bleeding may be proper in the pa- 
roxyfm to remove, if poffible, {fpafm, yet fuch 
patients bear leaft of all a repetition of that 
operation, Thefe cafes require cupping in the 
neck, ftimulants, as blifters, finapifms, vola- 
tiles, cordials, and whatever can raife the vis 
vite, or give vigor and tone to the circula- 
ting powers, | 


Emetics in all cafes of apoplexy fhould be 
avoided, which I find is likewife. the opinion 


of that experienced and rational P hyfician, the 
learned Dr. Cullen. 


The 
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The Prevention of the Return of Apoplexy. 


This is to be attended to after the diforder 
has been once removed, and fhould depend on 
whatever caufe gave rife to the apoplexy, and 
the.conftitution of patients. In all cafes, how- 
ever, coftivenefs fhould be prevented by ecco- 
protics ; per{piration fhould be excited at night. 
The body, and particularly the feet, fhould be 
kept warm. Pediluvia, with warm water and 
fpiritus falis marini, as recommended in my 
Treatife on the Gout, fhould be ufed, 


Gentle exerctfe may be direéted, and all vio- 
lent paffions of the mind avoided. The #er- 
_ fey fhirt is excellent for keeping the body 
warm in this changeable climate, particularly 
from autumn to {pring, or commencement of | 
fummer. | 
As thefe diforders are moft common in au- 
tumna, winter, and beginning of {pring, fo 
thould the afilicted attend to thefe feafons, by 
gently evacuating whatever is redundant, and 
avoiding every poffibility of receiving cold by 
putting on the winter clothes early. ; 


No ligatures fhould be tight about the neck, 
as the fhirt collar, ftock, or neck-cloth; nor 
fhould the buckle or clafp be ufed in the back 
‘part of the neck, as the occipital vein is con- 

~ nected with the internal veffels of the head, 


and 
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wail its comprefiion might obftruct the return 
of the blood, which fies caufed apoplexy *. 
| Formula 


* Singular cafe.in which ligatures om the neck produced 
apoplexye 

Some years ago I attended a gentleman of confiderable 
fortune, and well known in the great world, who was fubjeét 
to the fanguineous apoplexy. 1 was in or near his houfe at 
‘the commencement of four or five different fits. He was 
ftruck down fuddenly, fnored deeply, became totally infenfi- 
ble, and the blood flowed with fuch rapidity and force through 
the external and internal carotids, that in the neck, on each 
fide, although the patient was corpulent, the pulfations were 
{o evident, that the blood feemed to be forced up by fpurts to 
she head, as if by the force of apump. The face became 
firfi very red, then inflated to a great degree, and livid; the 
lips turgid; the eyes ftared wildly, with a dilatation of the 
pupils, and diftentions of the veffels of the conjunétiva. No 
cafe could indicate more decidedly the neceffity of a prompt 
and large bleeding; therefore breaking through the medical 
etiquette, which confiders it mean for a phyfician to operate, 
although it has been found ufeful on many occafions. I al- 
ways, without waiting fora furgeon, bled him, and extra€ted at 
leaft two or three pounds of blood. On this copious evacua~ 
tion he began to {nceze; afterward he remained ‘quiet for 
eighteen, twenty- -four, or thirty-fix hours; during which 
time clyfiers, purges, and diaphoretics, were given, and 
fri€tions ufed. He then became perfedtly fenfible, but could 
never recolle&t any thing of what had paffed, or the length of 
time he had been affected. 


In fuch a cafe, the only probable mode of preventing a 
return of the diforder was to obferve a ftri& regimen, which 
this peices would never comply with, preferring death to re- 

Rrictions 
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Formule proper for the foporiferous Difeafes and 
Apoplexy. 


In floridity and plethora, during the com- 
mencement, Morgagnus recommends bleeding 
in the occipital vein; but this is difficult, and 
often impracticable, though very judicious, if 
poffible. 


Mittatur fanguis ad Zxiv. vel ad Zxx. e vena jugu- 
lari vele brachio. , 


No. 102. RR. Decoét. commun. pro clyfter. 3x. 
Sal. amar. cathart. 3vj. 
Ol. olivar. Zij. f. enema ftatim injiciendum, 
repeteadumque pro re natas 


x ; If 


~~ 


firiétions in diet, I contrived to conftantly evacuate the feces 
by laxatives, and he lived for years with repeated attacks: 


There was a fingularity in this gentleman’s character ; for, 
though above fixty, he wifhed to appear young, frefh colored, 
and ufed fome improper means for the purpofe. 


I had obferved, that in the morning he appeared often re- 
laxed, and his countenance was extenuated, and rather pallid 
or fallow ; but when dreffed he feemed florid, his fkin became 


fmooth; and he appeared much younger and more healthful. 


From thefe circumftances I fufpefted art was ufed, and my 
fuggeftions were, by ocular demonftration, verified; for a 
large thick tape in the back of his wig was drawn very tight, 
and tied in a knot, by which the fides of the wig clofely eom- 
preffed the temples and face, and the tape ligature afted pow- 
erfully on the occipital veins, and by the tightnefs of the ftock 
the jugulars were alfo impeded; hence the turgency of the 

blood 
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If the patient’s deglutition is not altogether 
unpeded, to thoroughly evacuate the intef- 
tines, 


No. 103. Jy. Infuf. fen. Zvfs. 
Ting. jalap. fs. 

Pulv. crem, tart. 3j. folve, & f. miftura, 
cujus fumat coch. ij. fepe, donec alvus 
bene refpondeat. 

Oe, . 
No, 104. J. Fol. fen. 3iij. coque in 

Aq. pur. Zv. ad Ziv. 

Tart. emet. er. ij. 

‘Sal. Rupell. 2fs. folve, & f. miftura, cu- 
jus fumat coch. ; quavis hora doncc intef- 
tina evacuentur. 


/ 


Afterwards, to promote a diaphorefis ; which 
» top P 


blood veffels in the face ; hence the floridity and youthful ap- 
pearance. The impreffion of the tape was fo deep in the nape 
of the neck, that a finger might be buried in the’ furrow. 
Ligatures were likewife drawn very tight about the legs below 
the knees, in order to fwell the calves of the legs. What was 
moft dangerous, was impeding the return of the blood towards 
the vena cava. On the difcovery, I feriouily mtimated his 
dangerous practices, and accounted for his apopleétic fits from 
thefe evident fats; but the patient was highly difpleafed; yet, 
in a certain degree, he complied with my requeft, not to re- 
peat the ligatures. 


Some time after this he was fuddenly taken with an apo- | 
plectic fit in his carriage fome diftance from home. A phyfi- 
_cian was called of very high reputation, but timid in his prac- 
tice even in defperate cafes: he neglected bleeding, or faw the 
patient too late, and death was, in a few hours, the confe- 
quence, 


fhould 


~ 


~ 
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fhould be continued during the attempts to 
cure, without increafing heat, 


No. 105. RB. Tart. emete gr. ij. folve m 
Aq. pur. 2). f. folutio fortior antimonialiss 


No. 106. R. Camphor. gr. viij. 
Amygdal. decorticar. No. IV. 
Sacch. alb. 9}. tere fimul, 
deinde adde Aq. pur. xiv. 
Sp- Minder. 3iij. 
Solutio, antimon., fort. 3j. f. hauftus, quar~ 
ta quague hora fumendus. 


The feet and legs are to be kept very warm. 
This plan of evacuating by bleeding, pur- 
ging, and perfpiration, has cured feveral apo- 
plectic cafes, under my own immediate ditec- 
tion, where plethora abounded. 


If coagulable lymph or ferum previoufly 
predominate, and in all cafes of pallor and de- 
bility, after the firft bleeding, ftimulants, brifk 
frictions, volatiles, and cordials, are proper. 


Applicentur emplaftra veficatoria rafo capiti, nuche, 
feapulis, brachiis vel femoribus & finapifmi 
plantis pedum. 


No.107. Ri. Infuf. fen. Zifs. 
Tind. facr. is. f. hauftus ftatim fumendus, 


No. 108, B. Decoét. commun. = clyfter. Zviij. a8 

| Tint. faer. 

Ol. olivar. aa ij, f. enema, pro re nata in- 
jiciendum, 


Or, 
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Or; 


No. 109: BR. Decoét. commun: pro clyfter. Zviijs 
Sapon. 3ifs. folve, 
dein adde Tinét. facr. Zi. f. enemas 
No. t10. R. Julep. e camphor. Zifs. 
Tinct. ferpent. virgs Jil}. 
Solution. antimon. fort. 3j. M. f. hauftus, 
quarta vel fexta quaque hora fumendusy 
poft evacuationem alvi, 


No. 111. JB. Sal. c.c. Hj. folve in 
Julep. e camphor. 3vij. 
dein adde Aq. nucis mofch. 3}. 
Confect. cardiac. Zifs. f. miftura, cujus cas 
piat coch. ij. ad libitum. 


Light diet and warm drinks, in fmall quan- 
tities, to prevent accumulation, are proper in 
all inftances of apoplexy; but every thing in 
the leaft flatulent fhould be avoided. 

After the paroxyfm, alteratives, bark, to- 
nics, fteel preparations, &c., are frequently 
ufeful, by invigorating the folids, and removing 
lymphatic obftruction. 

The confequences of apoplexy, which are 
often paralytic affections, fhall next be confi 
dered. 


What has been likewife faid on foporiferous 
diforders, dilatations of vefiels of the brain in 
-madnefs, &c., may explain many phenomena 
obfervable in the apoplexy *; which diforder, 


#* See Treatife on Madnefs and Suicide. — 
however, 
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however, notwithftanding the utmoft fkill of 
medicine, often proves fatal, or leaves patients 
in a ftate of debility, from which they never 
perfectly recover, or are liable, without great 
attention, to relapfe and fudden death, 


Paralyfis, or Palfy. 


The palfy is a great diminution, or total 
lofs of fenfe or motion, chiefly affecting muf- 
cular or nervous parts. 

When the affection is not violent, it is called 
paresis. | | 

Ancifihefia, is a momentary infenfibility, or 
rather numbnefs, with a fenfe of formication, 


or a fleepinefs of membranes and deficiency of 
fenfe. | 


Arthemia, 1s motion only deficient. 


The palfy, from the parts affected, occafions 
various defects. 


In the eyes, blindnefs, by difeafed retina or 
pupil. 

In the ears, deafnefs. 

In the uvula, relaxation. 


The paralyfis of the throat and cefophagus 
is called paralytidos. 


In the tongue, a faultering deprivation or 
lofs of fpeech, 


In 


{ \ 
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In the mufcles of the face, diftortion of the 
mouth, or difficulty in manducation. - 


In the lungs, principally fuffocation. 
In the heart, fudden death. 


In the ftomach, vomiting, or total relaxa- 
tion, fo that the food or drink pafs indigefted. 


In the inteftines and /phinGer ani, conftant 
fluxes, or procidentia ant. 

In the urinary bladder, incontinence of urine, 
or a total fuppreflion. 


In the ligaments of the uterus, a prolapfus 
uteries . - 

In the erectors of the penis, impotency. 

In the extremities, either arms or legs, a 
difficulty in walking, or the entire lofs of their 
ufe. | 

When all the parts of the body below the 
head are affected, the palfy is called paraplegia; 
when one fide is ftruck, hemiplegia. Thefe laft 
~ commonly fucceed to an apoplexy. They both 
depend on a morbid affection of brain and ner- 
yous influence; but the partial palfies on the 
ganglions of branches of nerves more diftant 
from the brain or medullary fpine. | 

In all cafes the nervous influence is obtunded 
or obftructed ; for the will can no longer com- 
mand mufcles deftined to action when they are 


under the indifpofition of paralytic affections. 
The 


— ee 
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The immediate caufes are effufions of blood, 
ferum, &c., in the ventricles of the brain ; 
compreffions of the brain, nerves, or gan- 


glions, by which the 


free and natural inter- 


courfe of the nervous powers of certain parts 
are partially or totally interrupted: in the for- 


mer, lofs of action; in 


the latter, lofs of fenfe, 


and often an atrophy or wafting of the member 


is perceived *. 


*® DISSECTIONS 


Symptomata morborum. 


Paralyfis. Puerum tituban- 
tem lingua balbutientem inva 
dit & cui fe adjungit capitis 
intumefcentia. 

Lateris dextri, fubito exo- 
ritur cum balbutie, & fpirandi 
difficultate lethali dein fubfe- 
quente. 

Siniftri in apoplexiam de- 
generat. 


Inferiorum artuum quinte 
menfe graviditatis mulierem 
corripit. 

Brachii dextri cui fuccedit 
dolor capitis. 

Hemiplegia lateris finiftri 
cum tufh & fpirandi difficul- 
tate, 


KE 


The 


AFTER DEATH. 
Extifpicia cadaverugt. 


Hydroeephalus. 


Ulcus in utroque ventricule 
cerebri & abfceffus pulmonis. 


Ventriculi finiftri cavitas e~ 
rofa & infaréta concretionibus 
polypofis. 

‘Uterus claufus foetum mor- 
tuum recondit. 


Aqua in ventriculis cerebri. 


Subftantia encephali putri- 
das s>" 


Hemiplegia 
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The remoter caufes are : 


1, A nefvous irritable habit of mind or 


body. 


Symptomaia morborun. 


Hemiplegia laborans & cui 
incaffum adhibita fuit machina 
eleétrica, fubito enecatur. 

Siniftri lateris & convulfio: 
dextri, febrem exacerbantem 
& brevi lethalem fibi adjun- 
gunt. 

Cum lethargo fefe adjungit 
fluxui purulento e naribus. 

Hemiplegia finiftri. lateris, 
cum convulfionibus dextri la- 
teris, invadunt fubito feptua- 
genarium, & brevi enecant. 

Extremitatum inferiorum 
fupor cum caro & cardialgia, 
&c, 

Succedanea. 
peétoris. 

Infultui apopleético & fibi 
adjungit fummam fpirandi dif. 
ficuleateme 


Dolori vago 


Volvulo. 


oy 
Dolori capitis: gravativo eir- 
ca radicem‘naficum fluxu pu- 
ris e naribus, & apoplexiam 
accerfit. 


4 


'~a1, Ple- 


Extifpicia cadaverim. 


Sanguis & aqua in ventri- 
culis cerebri, 


Pia meninx purulenta iw 
parte dextra, & vafa encephali 


fanguine turgida, 


Per foramen e cerebro fluc- 
bat pus. : 

Sanguis coneretus inter dex- 
trum cerebri lobum & duram 


meningem. 


Hydrops cerébri & medulla 

fpinalis, 
‘ all 

Aqua in thorace & €ere- 

brum putridum. > 


Pulmones tuberculofi; pe- 


ricardium aqua turget. 


Hepar ‘ingens, induratum } 
colluvies viridefcens in ven- 
triculo. 

Pus in ventriculis cerebri 
nares appellebat. 


Vulnerr 
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it. Plenitude from too > free diet, or Baccha- 


lian exceffes, 


111. The free ufe of narcotics, as opium, &c. 


tv. Debility in the moving powers, and vif- 


_ Symptomata mor bor unt. 


Vulneri exiguo occipiti in- 
fio. 

Emetico propinato paralyfis 
artuum fuperiorum & inferio- 
rum. | 
- Hemiplegia lateris dextri 
fuecedit oculorum convulfioni, 
dein fibi convulfionem brachii 
dextri accerfit. 

Apoplexia & interea penis 
gangrena corripitur. 


Convulfionibus & furditati 
poft cephalalgiam. 


Stranguriz cum dolore cru- 
rum, 


Apoplexiz. 

Paralyfis finiftre partis & 
convulfio dextri, vertigini & 
capitis dolori gravativo fucces 
dunt. 

Dextri lateris & convulfio 
finiftri cum excretione calcu- 
lorum per vias uring, 

Excipit capitis contufio- 
nem, 


Kk 2 


Extifpicia cadaverum: 


Pus inter pixidem offeam 8 
cerébri involucrum. 


Pylorus fcirrhofus, 


Aqua & pus in ventriculis 
ftagnant. , 
i 


Pulmo dexter fcirrhofus, ae 
qua in latere finiftro pe&toris 
& in cavitate cranii. 

Aqua in cerebri ventriculo 
finiftro & plexus choroides 
{cirrhofus. 

Calculus in vefica urinaria; 
aqua in cerebro & plexus cho- 
roides hydatidofus. 

Aqua in cerebro. 

Sanguinolenta colluvies im 
ventriculis cerebri. 


am * 


Cerebrum putre, renes la- 
pillis infar&ti. 


Abfceffus cerebri in parte 
adverfa loce percuffo. 


cidity, 
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cidity, or a tendency to vifcidity, in the fluids, 
which humérs coagulating, or accumulating in 
the minuteft veffels accompanying nerves, or 
their expanfions, in their paflage from the me- 
dullary fpine, or inany other part, comprefs the 
medulla of nerves, proceeding to mufcles, &c. : 
hence numbnefs, or an impaired fenfibility ; 
hence lofs of fenfe and motion. Tumors com- 
preffing nerves will produce the fame effect. 


v. Difeafes of the ftomach and other vifcera 
have induced apoplexy, pally, &c. Polypi of 
veflels, &c., have produced the fame difeafes. 


vi. When coldnefs of the limb 1s accompa- 
nied with lofs of fenfe and motion, then the 
artery is either compreffed, or its fluid other- 
wife impeded: this. I have often feen in cance- 
rous tumors fixed in the axilla, or in aneurifms 
of the fubclavian artery, &c. 


The prevention of palfy fhould be fimilar to 
the modes recommended in the apoplexy. 


ee Yar diagnoftic, ic differs from the chronic 
rheumatifm and gout; becaufe rheumatic dif- 
orders are painful, and always in mufcles; the 
gout in joints ; but the palfy is not painful, and 
the arms or legs hang loofely dangling, as if 
inanimate, or with dragging and difficulty fup- 
port the patient. | 


Prognoftics. 
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Prognofties, ‘The diforder in aged perfons is 
very difficult of tee and frequently incura- 
ble, 


In the feet or legs it is oftener cured, than 
when in the arms. 


An atrophy or wafting of the River is no 
unfrequent confequence ; oedematous {wellings, © 
&c., if thefe laft fuddenly fubfide, it is faid 
inftant death follows: this abundance of prac- 
tice does not juftify me in acceding to. 


W The diforder often remains from: one to 

en thirty years, without proving fatal; fo 
that when it fucceeds an apoplexy, life is fup- 
pofed to be preferved at the expence of the lofs 
of fome member, or members. The radical 
cure is difficult, and frequently aan ak, 
but fhould always be attempted. 

When the palfy is merely cutaneous, fome 
cafes of which I have feen, it is then feated 
in the rete mucofum, nervous expanfions, or 
papille of nerves deftined for the organ:.of 
feeling: this is not dangerous, and is frequently 
cured. , 

Pain, fenfation, tremor, heat, ‘&e.), are fa- 
vorable fymptoms; a total infenfibility the re- 
verfe. : 


The care confifts in removing the different 
caufes. 
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1. In liberating the brain, nerves, or their 
ganglions, of the caufes of compreffion. 
‘ 


This indication principally includes the re- 
medies of the diaphoretic clafs prefcribed ror 
the apoplexy, blifters, &ec. 


t1. In reftoring a vivid Soh iaion where lan- 
suor and a debility of the folids exift. 


This may be attempted by tonics, altera- 
tives, frictions of a volatile nature; the 
treatment will be well underftood by appl 
the reafoning and remedies recommended in 
convulfive difeafes and apoplexy. : 


Stimulants are fometimes dangerous, efpes 
cially in diftentions of the veffels of the brain, 
or accumulations in thofe parts, as a rupture of 
veflels might be the oshadgen of their ap- 
plication. 


A gentle diaphorefis, without increafing heat, 
which antimonjals, joined -with volatile alka- 
lines neutralifed, produce, is ufeful. 


Volatiles, antimonials, and {trong folu- 
_ tions of camphor, blifters, finapifms, and fric~ 
tions, pediluvia of falt and tepid water; or, 
inftead of volatile alkalies, the neutralifed pre- ' 
parations are neceflary. 


It muft be remarked, when the palfy is the 
poniequence of the fanguineous apoplexy ; that 
repeated 
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repeated bleeding may become neceffary, with 
diaphoretics, that neither heat’ nor ftimu- 
late; but in the palfy, fucceeding to great ner- 
vous debility, with a ferous faar of the blood, 

pallor, &c., a warmer regimen and remedies 
are more likely to be beneficial, or tonics. 


If ie preparations be ufed, and affect the 
head, they are improper: bark, vitriolic acid, 
Hoffman’s anodyre liquor, &c., may then be 
preferable. 
: The formule for treating the palfy, in the 
plethoric and florid, may be fimilar to the fol- 
Jowing, whether hemiplegia or paraplegia : 

Sanguis mittendus pro ré nata. 


No.112. &. Infof, fen. Zij. 
Tart. folub. Zij. f. hauftus ftatim fumen- 
dus. 
Enema commune injiciendum pro re nata. 
No. 113. BR. Fart. emet. gr. ij. | 
Aq. pur. 3}. f. folutio antimonialis fortior. — 
No.114. BR. Camphor. gr. viij. 
Amygdal,. decort. No. IV. 
Sacchar. alb. 5}. tere fimul 
dein adde Aq. pur. 3x. 
Sp. Minder. 3yv. 
Solutionis antimonialis fort. 3j. f. hauftus 
quarta vel fexta quaque hora fumen- 


dus *, 
The 


* Tt may be remarked, that the camphor julep, or what is 
now called the miftura camphora, is a very inefficacious prepa- 
Kk 4 ration 
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The feet and legs fhould be covered with 
worfted ftockings, or flannel, and a gentle dia- 
phorefis, promoted by proper warm drinks, 
given, in fmall quantities, at intervals. 

Frictions fhould be ufed, and volatile lini- 
ments, not on the parts where the paralyfis ap- 
pears, as injydicioufly recommended by medi- 
cal writers, and inconfiderately practifed, but 
as near as poflible to the fituation from whence 
the nerve or nerves of the part affected origt- 
nate; for here remedies are moft likely to 
prove beneficial. 


We fhould always dire&t, as much as pofli- 
ble, our remedies to the caufe, not to the ef- 
fect, of a difeafe; anatomy, phyfiology, pa- 
thology, reflection, and found judgment, will 
be, for this purpofe, the fureft guides. 

Eleéricity, which has, in many inftances, af- 
fifted the cure of paralytic affections, fhould 
always be applied to the origins of the nerves, 
which tranfmit their active powers of motion 
and fenfibility; not to the parts where fen- 
fibility is deftroyed: the ftream fhould be 
drawn through from the original trunk or prin- 
cipal nerve to its moft diftant divifions and ra- 
ration of camphor, as'the fineft and moft volatile parts of the 
camphor efcape by the addition of hot water: the water like- 


wife takes but a fmall portion of the camphor, as may be feen 
by what remains in the ftrainer. 


mifications. 
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mifications. The eleétrical thock is inproper ; 
drawing {parks, or diffufing the electrical ftream, 
are more eligible in the palfy. 


The formula for the debilitated, nervous, and 
pallid, fhould confift of more warming and fti- 
mulating remedies. 


Applicentureemplaftra veficatoria nuche, fcapulisy 
pone aures, brachiis, femoribus vel pedibus. 


Sinapifmi plantis pedum admoveantur. 


Inftead of volatile alkalines neutralifed, fal 
fuccini, volat. ammoniac. ad gr. v. diffolved in 
the camphor draughts, are proper ;. and a mix- 
ture with cordial confection, volatile alkalies, 
&c. ' 


No, 115. FY. Aq. cinnam. fimp. 3vj. 
Confect. cardiac. 3ifs. 

Sal. c.c. gr. xv. M. f. miftura, cujus fue 

mat coch. ij. ad libitum. 


“ 


No. 116, 2. Aq. cinnam. fimp. Zifs. 
Tina. valerian. volat. 
-Solutionis antimon. fort. 43 gifs. fyr. fimp. 
q-. f. f. hauftus fexta ae hora fu- 
mendus. 


No.117. By. Farin. avenac. thfs. 
Sinap. pulv. fhifs. 
Acet. commun. q. f. f. maffa, applicanda 
plantis pedum mane ac notte, renovan- 
daque bis vel ter de die, 


In 


” 
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In cold leucophlegmatic habits, the oles 
anifi has proved beneficial. 
No. 118. FB, Ol. anifi 3j. ad Zifs. vel Zij. 
Mucilag. gumm, arab, 3}. 
‘Sacchar, alb. 3fs. M, deinde adde paulatina 
: Aq, pur. 3ij, f. hauftus, quarta vel fexta 
quaque hora fumendus. ‘ 

If ftill a more powerful plan may be thought 
expedient, Dr, James’s powder, as a diaphore- 
tic, or the following may be preferibed : 

‘No. 119. R.. Pulv. antimon. gr. xvj. 
Conf, rofar. q. f. f. pilule No. IV. quar 
rum fumat j. fexta quaque hora fuperbi- 
_ bendo coch. iij. mifture fequentis.. 


No,1a0. BR. Aq. menth, vulg, fimp. 3vj. 
- fp. 3ij. 
'  Confeét. cardiac. 31). 
Sal. ammon, volat. Dj. folve & f, mif- 
tura. 
$ . ; 

Frictions fhould be direéted to be applied ali 
down the vertebre from the head to the os 
coccygis, and Aten / volatile liniments 
may be ufed, 


No, 121. Fj. Ol. amygdal. dulc. Fy, 
—- terebinth. gther. Zfs, 


Aq, pur. 3j- 

Sp. c..c. is. f. linimentum, parum cujus 
applicetur fpinz colli, dorfi, lumborum- 
que cum affidua frictione. 


nabers of the emplafirum fimplew cum gummss 
may 


FEMALE DISEASES, &. soy 


raay be placed on or near the part of the nerve 
from whence the palfy takes its fource, which 
may affift not only by its warmth, but likewife 
lightly as a ftimulant: any other warm plafter 
may likewife be ufed, 

~ The directions for the palfy already given are 
chiefly intended for that difeafe when recent $ 
but it frequently happens that it continues many 
years, which the following explanation and ra- 
tionale of the caufes and effeéts may elucidate: 


1. In the paraplegia, the origin of all the 
nerves pafiing through the bony perforations of 
the vertebra of the neck, dorfal and lumbar. 
{pine, are relaxed, or compreffed lightly, as 
with a ligature ; for if ftrongly compreffed, a 
' total numbneis or infenfbility would follow. 

11. The nervous powers that are deftined to 
the vital and natural functions, as the heart and 
ftomach, &c., are not much impaired; for the 
blood circulates, and the ftomach receives and 
digefts, the inteftines prepare and abforb chyle, 
and evacuate the feces. Patients live in bed 
many years with the lofs of the ufe of all the 
mufcular parts externally below the head, eat, 
drink, fleep, &c., and preferve their fenfes en- 
tire. , 

111. In the hemiplegia, in which one fide is 
enly affected, the origin of the nerves in the 
brain, or trunks pafling through the bony aper- 

tures 
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tures to the mufcles of that fide, are comprefied 
or relaxed. 


1v. When the arm or leg is paralytic, whe- 
ther from the fhoulder or thigh, from the elbow 
or knee, from the wrifts or ancles, to the fin- 
gers or toes, it may be rationally concluded that 
the diforder is occafioned by the compreftion 
or relaxation of the tunics of nerves, which 
fend off branches to thofe diftinat parts, and 
the feat of the caufe of palfy is in the fupe- 
rior parts, i.e. in the part of the nerve above 
the apparently affected part. 


v. The caufes of the palfy are not to be fought 
for, therefore, in the part merely paralytic, in 
which the morbid effects only exift, but in the 
part of the nerve nearer the brain or medul- 
lary fpine, which, in defcenfion to the difeafed 
part, is interrupted by compreffion or relaxa- 
tion of the coats or cellulous intervening ftruc- 
ture. It is meceflary, therefore, to refleé& 
on the principal nerves and ganglions, their 
diftribution to mufcular parts, ligaments, é&c., 
in what part the nervous interruption is feated, 
or many remedies will be very improperly ap- 
plied to paralytic affections: this has always 
been, and is now a ftriking defect to intelligent 
minds in the common treatment of the palfy, 
and is perhaps a principal caufe of the ill fuccefs 

| which 
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which medicine experiences in attempting the 
cure of this diftreffing diforder when recent. 


vi. One general rule to afcertain where the 
nerve is feated, that is interrupted in its of- 
fice, and which tranfmits its effeéts to remoter 
parts, is, to reflect on the diftribution of the 
arteries, veins, and lymphatics; for the princi- 
pal nerves ever accompany the fanguiferous and 
lymphatic veffels. 


rt. What mufcle or mufcles, tendons, or li- 
gaments, are affected, which occafion the lame- 
nefs, | 


2. What nerve or nerves extend their influ- 
ence to thofe mufcles, or ligaments, &c., af- 


fected with palfy. 


3. What is the anatomical direction, whe- 
ther in the origin, ventricle, or towards the in- 
fertion of mufcles, the arteries, nerves, and 
_ lymphatics, penetrate the moving parts; or 
whether preceding nerves and arteries expend 
part of their ramifications to the aporeurofes, 
tendons, nervous expanfions, ligaments, or sela 
cellulofa, in the interfticés of mufcles, or through 
all the mufcular fibres. Thefe confiderations 
have never yet been accurately attended to, and 
they require more knowledge in ahatomy than 
any phyfician generally acquires in the common 
defective modes of education; he fhould in- 
duftrioufly diffect, with his own hands, many 
fubjects, 


j 
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fubjects, for the arteries, veins, lymphatics, 
nerves, mufcles, and ligaments; and by this 
means fo ftrongly imprefs on his mind an anato- 
mical knowledge, never to be effaced, but conti- 
nually apply it to era practice in the cure 
of difeafes.. , 


The palfy of any member may vc fron 
many caufes. 


1. From a relaxation in the saingAaniatin 
compofing the tunics of nerves, or which pafs 
through all the divifions and fub-divifions of 
the fafciculi or nervous filaments conftituting 
the nerve. In this cafe, a laxer coherence of 
particles, forming the minuteft fibres and la- 
mina, may be conceived, with a ferous and 
lefs. coherence in the blood. This may be 
illuftrated by the anafarcous dropfy, where a 
ferous ftate of the blood firft relaxes the fibres 
compofing the cellular ftructure of human body 
next the enlargement of the cells, and recep 
tion of ferum inftead of adeps, tumor and cold- 
nefs follow in proportion to the abfence or lofs 
of red particles in the blood. 

2. An infpiflation of coagulation of the fluids: 
contained inthe minuteft veflels or cells of the 
tela cellulofa, not only conftituting the tunies 
or, vagina. of nerves, but likewife penetrating: 
all through between every moft minute nervous 
filament. 


3. A 
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3- Athird caufe may be rationally conceived 
_ to exift in the coagulation or congeftion of the 
oleaginous fubftance furrounding the vagina of 
nerves as they pafs through the bony canals 


from the medullary fpine. ‘ 


NIn laxity, the deficiency of arterial action 
feems to. weaken or leffen the nervous energy 
or powers: thus the progrefs of the nervous 
influence, whatever it may be, is prevented, 
diminifhed, or obtunded. In the minute cells 
are depofited and collected an over-abundance 
of aérial fluids or vapor; which, inftead of cirs 
culating and continually paffing from the mouths 
of the fineft arteries into the cells, and from 
the cells into the veins, accumulate in the cells 
themiclves, as in the anafarcous dropfy.: hence 
laxity, debility, increafe of ferum,, coldnefs, 
weakened action in the arteries, flaccidity, &c. 


In infpiffation of the finer fluids, it is:eafy 
to conceive a total obftruction and refiftance to 
the nervous influence: the effect is then fimi- 
lar to a ligature on a nerve or netves, which, 
by compreffing the medullary fubftance, ren» 
ders all the parts below deftined to voluntary . 
action no longer able to obey the command of 
the will. In the difterted {pine, if the medul- 
lary {ubftance be comprefied, the inferior éx- 
tremities become paralytic : the fame’ happen’ 

. | ftom 
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from fimilar compreffion of the medullary fub- 
ftance of nerves, whether artificially, or ari- 
fing from difeafe, tumor, ftricture, &c. 


The coagulation or congeftion of the adeps 
in the bonyschannels emerging from the fpine, 
may certainly produce fimilar effects. — 


Tumors of the lymphatic glands or veffels 
may likewife comprefs nerves, and occafion a 
paralyfis: this happens in the axilla, in the di- 
rection of the iliac veflels within the pelvis, in- ~ 
guen, es veflels, wine diffections have 
manifefted * 


It fhould te remarked, that in thefe affer- 
tions, not only what is obvious to the eye, but 
likewife to the magnifying powers of the mi- 
crofcope, and the chemical changes of the aé- 
rial and other human fluids, are received into 
the rationale of paralytic affections. 


In any defeé& of the arterial circulation, fuch 
as a dilatation or aneurifm of the coats of arte- 
ries, to which the large arteries, as the aorta, 
fubclavian artery, &c., are fubject; coldnefs - 
and debility, atrophy, and a lofs of action in 
the mufcles, which receive their branches from 
either the fubclavian or axillary artery; are ob- 


* See the plate of the lymphatic eae wild the glands, 
vafa inferentia and efferentia of the whole body,’ in the Schola 


- 


Medicine univerfalis nova. 


ferved: 
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ferved: transfer Pritts effects, by analogical 
_reafoning, to the minuteft arteries accompa- 
nying the nervous ‘tunics and cellular inter- 
. ftices and cavities, and then infenfibility, of parts 
or diminifhed powers may be eafily conceived, 
or obftruéted nervous influence from atonia, 
&C. 


From thefe and fimilar eats and eee 
mena, the difficulty of curing paralytic dit- 
eafes will be evident, which arifes, 


1. In the deep feat of the difeafe, when 
in the encephalon, or nerves proceeding from 
the f{pine. : 


11. The difficulty of applying remedies, al- 
though the difeafe and its feat may be well 
known, whether it arifes from laxity in the 
nerves or tunics, comprefion from in{pillated 
fluids, lymphatic or other tumors. 


111. The impatience common to the afflicted 
with the palfy, who not knowing the difficulties 
medicine has to encounter, -nor the neceifity of 
a long-continued plan of cure, however judici- 
oufly arranged, patients oftener deliver them- 
felves to defpair, than refolutely perfevere in 
curative attempts. | 


After the moft rational practice in attemp- 
ting the cure of palfy, the phyfician and pa- 
tient are not unfrequently difappointed; yet, 

LI difcouraging 
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difcouraging as thefe circumftances are, the 
cure is fometimes effected, and the ufe of pa- 
ralytic limbs, which had long been rendered 
ufelefs, reftored. 


The palfy, which is common to painters in. 
the hands and arms, I have often cured in the 
following mode : 

Plummer’s pill has been given from one to 
two grains three times a day, with the campho- 
rated folution, for many months. 


The hands and arms have been bathed in a 
bath compofed of tepid decoétion of horfe- 
radifh and common falt two or three times a 
day, with friction: the bath covered the el- 
bows, and was continued half an hour or more 
bis de die. 

The inteftines were opened occafionally me a 
mild and warm laxative. 


In tremors-and paralytic affections from the 
abuje of mercury; lac fulphur and magnefia firft, 
and tonics afterwards, have removed the difor- 


der. 


In paralytic affections arifing frem an ob- 
{tructed lymphatic fyftem, mineral alteratives 
are proper, with volatiles, unlefs there be heat 
or plethora; under which circumftances neu- 
tralifed falts may be proper, with penetrating 
alteratives, provided they agree with the fto- | 
mach. 

In 
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‘In cafes where an infpiffation of the adeps 
furrounding the nervous tunics or fluids in 
the tela cellulofa is fuppofed, warm bathing at 
Bath is proper, and antimonials, in fmall dofes, 
united to cinnabar, long continued, particularly 
in warm weather, 


Four things are neceffary in producing the 
defired effets, when infpiflated or condenfed 
fluids are the caufes of palfy. 


1. A reliquefaction of the infpiffated fluids 
or adeps. 


2. An abforption of the rediffolved fluids or 
adeps which had been accumulated. 


3. A reftoration of the relaxed parts, whe- 
ther mufcles, tendons, or ligaments, after the 
difcuffion of the attenuated fluids. 


4. The retranfmiffion of the nervous influence 
through the formerly obftructed parts, whe- 
ther mufcles, tendons, aponeurofes, ligaments, 
&c. and all through to the different nerves, 
continued in various diftributions of the para- 
lytic member or members, 


It is rational to fuppofe, that the nervous in- 
fluence will again pafs eafier in mufcles than 
tendons, in tendons than in ligaments ; there- 
fore lefs fuccefs is to be expected when the li- 
gaments are relaxed, &c. . 


The abforption of the fluids can only be ex- 
oe pected 


516. _ A TREATISE ON 


pected when the Jamine forming the yery mi- 
nute cells are not deftroyed, nor the abforbing 
powers, or veflzls obliterated. 


The reftoration of the relaxed parts, and the 
free accefs of the nervous influence through 
the part difeafed to all its diftant nervous fila- 
ments, depend on the ftate of the nerves, and 
their aptnefs to receive their ober! impref- 
fions, or powers. | 


‘If the nervous filaments, and their veffeéls, 
going to mufcles, tendons, and ligaments, be 
withered, fhrunk, or obliterated;. which. moft 
probably happens when: an atrophy or wafting 
of the limb is the confequence of palfy, in 
which the cells of the cellular. ftruéture fre- 
quently coalefce, then no great expectation 
of fuccefs can be formed. If, on the con- 
trary, the nerves and their filaments-are pervi- 
ous to their former influence, and circulate ar- 
terial or aérial ccllulofe fluids, then fuccefs 
may crown rational attempts to relieve’ the 
palfy. 


Internally, for thefe purpofes, remedies which 
penetrate, remove obftruction, and act with vi. 
gor on the vafcular fyftem, are proper; fuch 
are antimonials, in {mall dofes, repeated at pro- 
per diftances, joined with light mercurials, as 
alteratives ; volatiles, antifpafmodics, and gen- 

tle 
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tle flimulants ; baths compofed of decoétion of 
horfe-radifh and volatile falts, frictions with 
muftard, and the electric ftream, .may be — 
tried ; which, if even unfuccefsful, the patient 
will not be rendered worfe by fuch attempts. 
It fhould, however, be remarked, that mine- 
ral preparations cannot always be adminiftered 
to the paralytic, as they occafion tremors, &c., 
in which inftances they are improper. 


In the palfy of different parts, the cure, in 
general, thould be fimilar to the foregoing. 


Inthe mufcles of the face, ele¢tricity, vola- 
tile liniments, and tonics, have proved fuccefs- 
ful. 


In the palfy of the eyelid, cold bathing on 
the center of the cyebrow, fri€tions, and vola- 
tiles, have cured the diforder, 


In the gutta ferenal have fucceeded by giving 
mineral alteratives internally ; fumigations of 
cinnabar have been received up the nofe, or in 
the canthus internus of the eye; a lotion com- 
pofed of one grain of merc. corrof. fub. to eight 
ounces of ag. rofar.’ was ufed with gentle fric- 
fon, Ms 


Thefe methods, and a dry diet, hay e sini 
impediments, the forerunners of ¢ gutta ferena ; ; 
. and 
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and in fome few inftances fight has been re- 
ftored where patients were afflicted with total 
blindnefs. 


The palfy of the tongue has been removed 
by chewing ginger, pellitory root, and fuch 
like flimulants, in conjunction with the gene- 
ral remedies. 


In the arms, by the electrical ftream, by 
baths of fale and tepid water, or volatile falts 
diffolved in tepid water, blifters, frictions, l1- 
niments ; all to be applied above the part ap- 
parently difeafed, and the frictions fhould be 
applied downwards to the extremities of the 
fingers; recollecting that the principal bra- 
ehial nerve runs from the axilla on the inner 
fide of the arm to the elbow joint, paffing un-. 
der the. bafilic vein; from thence there are 
two divifions, one tending towards the wrift 
and thumb, the other towards the little finger. 
In thefe directions, therefore, the applications 
fhould be particularly ufed ; but, in order that 
aothing may be omitted, the whole arm in 
every part may be rubbed. 


In the thighs and legs, the priticipal veffels 
and nerves take a direction from near the mid- 
dle of the groin on the infide of the thigh ob- 
liquely towards the inner fide of the knee; 
there, a little above the ham, they divide, and 

: run 
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run deeply under the muicles, well guarded 
from external wounds or injuries. In outward 
applications the fame modes may be obferved 
as in the arms. | 


If the hand or foot be only paralytic, then 

the frictions and remedies fhould be ufed ail 
round, and above the wrift with manuluvia, as 
recommended to the inferior extremities. 


In all cafes of palfy from an atoyig, or re- 
laxation of the nervous tunics or cellular firuc- 
ture, &c., bracers, bark, fteel, Hoffman’s ano- 
dyne liquor, acid, or {weet elixir of vitriol, 
chalybeate, Bath waters, cold bath, either uni- 
verfal or partial, the fhower bath, &c., are 
moft likely to avail. 


In palfies complicated with chronic rheuma- 
tifm, or old venereal complaints, the cure has 
been produced by James’s powder to about 
four or fix grains, or lately by the pulvis angi- 
monialis of the New London Pharmacopeia, 
to three or four grains, and a quarter of a 
grain of calomel, twice or thrice in the day, 
formed into a pill with any convenient con- 
ferve. , 


In venereal cafes, a fmall quantity of mer: 
curial ointment with camphor has been rubbed 
into the extremities every other night, 


Thefe 
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Thefe methods, and avoiding acids or falted 
foods, &c., have fucceeded in feveral inftances 
amongft the poor who attended on my pub- 
lic mornings. In addition, however, to thé 
modes, I have always recommended baths of 
warm water and common falt to either hands 
and arms, or legs and feet. 


It muft be confefled, from all the obferva- 
tions experience has furnifhed me with, that 
the palfy, when of long duration, is rarely 
cured. 


In the atrophy, or wafting of the Sinibss the 
adeps in the cells of the tela cellulofa is con- 
fumed; the cells are obliterated, not only im 
the interftices of mufcles, but likewife between 
the fibres of mufcles. The lofs of the adeps, 
is not fupplied, as in other cafes, by aérial or 
other fluids, by which the cells preferve their 
diftention, and the arm of leg its fize, but the 
whole member watftes, the arterial fyftem di- 
minifhes in power, the lateral furfaces of the 
minute cells, as well as larger, being no lon- 
ger filled, they collapfe, and the original form 
is changed ; the nervous influence is impeded, 
diminifhed, or loft, on mufcles, tendons, and 
ligaments, which are no longer pervious to the 
force of aérial fluids, arterial action, or nervous 


influence, i 


Thu : 


FEMALE DISEASES, &c. ae 


This minyte inveftigation of the palfy may, 
at fome future period, throw a confiderable 
light on the fubje€t: it is, in general, the re- 
fult of anatomical inquiries; and though it ap- 
peats a melancholy defcription, yet it is jufter 
than thofe delufive doctrines which raife. great 
expectations, and end in painful difappoint- 
ment. 


THE END. 
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